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5 B—wie Government be what it will,
2 | L] &% thofe -are ill
: el A where ill Mén govern, or are
'I(:jl. sl if} generally employed in the Of-
'@@@@U} fices of State. Yet this 15 an
Evil under the Sun, to which all Things under
the Sun are i‘ubjcl&,rnot only by Accident, but
ven by natural Difpolitions.
: Hov%/ can 2 Prince, fiys Sir William Tem-

ple, always choofe well fuch as he employs, -

when Mens Difpofitions are {o eafily miftaken,
and their Abilities too? How deceitful are Ap-
pearances ! How falfe are Mens Profeffions !

How hidden are their Hearts ? How difguifed-

their Principals? How uncertain - their Hu-
mours —Many Men come out, when they
come into great and public Employments ; the
W eaknefs of whofe Heads or Hearts would
never have been dilcovered, ha@ they kept
within their private Spheres of Life. - Befides
Princes, who fee with other Mens Eyes, and
hear with other Mens Ears; or are confined
-1 their Choice of Servants to a fmall Number

of Courtiers, who give their Attendance about

the Court, in order to advance themfelves to
Honours, to Fortunes, to Places and Employ-
ments, do not always prefer the beft and wi-
{eft to the great Offices of State; but moft
commonly they choofe Men the leaft worthy
of the Roval Favour and Confidence, leaft
capable to manage an important Truft; and
hetter Servants to their own private Intereft,
than to the (Government.

The Necedy, the Ambitious, thie Half- wit-

Governments

~ted, the Proud, the Covetous, are ever reft-
b ? L. ?

lefs to get into public Enployments.—The
Froward, the Bufy, the Bold, the Sufficient,
purfue their Game with more Paffion, Endea-
vour, Application,and thereby often fucceed,
where better Men would fail. _

- Yet all thefe cover their Intentions with
moft worthy Pretenfes, and thofe Patriotick
Sayings, That Men are not born for themfelves,
and muft b/acmﬁceibeir Lives for the Public,-as

~ well as their Time, and their Health ; though

it is certain they mean quite the contrary.
The Danger in fuch a Cafe arifes from a
Fallion between thofe Subjeéts that would
fuppcrt Government, and thofe that would
ruin it, or rather between thofe that poffcfs
the Honours and Advantages of it ; and thole

that, under Pretence of reforming, defign

chiefly to change the Hands it isin, and care
little what becomes of the reft. When thefe
Storms are raifed, the Wife and the Good are
either difgraced, or laid afide, or retire of
themfelves, and leave the Scene free to fuch
as are moft eager and moft altive to get upon
the Stage.

This is fuch a Danger as will fooner or la-
ter eat out the vitals of Government, unlef

the Prince and State con{ult their own Safety,
‘by avoiding all Innovations in antient and ef-

tablifhed Forms and Laws, efpecially thofe
concerning Liberty, Property, and Religion,
and thereby leave the Channel of known and
common Juftice clean and undifturbed ; and
by purfuing the true and common Intereft of
the Nation, they govern without efpoufing any

Party, excepf in fuch Cafes where they muft
incline to one or the other: Then let. them

choole
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