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ceive fubordinate powers in gradation, till we
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PHI¥ k0 H Y then is it thought o hei-
30+ B — 71 {Gk nous by the author of the admi-
£, | W | % niftration of the colonies, and

- & others, that the colonifts fhould
e afpire after ¥#a one whole le-

¢ & o A ’ .
LRRC 202 OF0; giflative power” not indepen-

dent of, but fubordinate to the laws and par-
liament of Great-Britain ?—It is a miftake in
this author, to bring fo heavy a charge as bigh
treafon againft fome of the colonifts, which he
does in effcct in this place, by reprefenting
them as ¢¢ claiming in fa& or in deed, the {ame
full free independent unreltrained power and le-
giflative will, 1n their feveral corporatiens, and
under the King’s commiffion, and their refpec-

&tive charters, as the government and legiflature

of Great Dritain_holds Dy its-conftisution ynd ;great law cf nature : and agrceabl'e to this law,

under the greatgharter.” No fuch claim was
ever tho’t of 'yMhy of the colenifts, Thney are
all better men and better fubjects; and many
of them too well verfed in the laws of nature
and nations, and the law and conftitution of

Great-Britain, to think they have a right to.
more than a provincial fuberdinate legiflative,

All power is of G O D. Next, and only
fubordinate to him, in the prefent ftate of the
well formed, = beautifully conftru@ed Britith
monarchy, ftanding wherg I hope it-ever will
ftand, for the pillirs are fixed in judgment,
righteoufniefs and truth, is the.King and Par-
liament. Under thefe, it feems cafy tocon-

defcend to the legiflative of a town council,
or even a private focial club. Thefe have each

‘“ a one whole legiflative’” fubordinate, which,

when it don’t counteract the laws of any of its
fuperiors, is to be indulged. Even when the

laws of fubordination are tranfgrefled, the

fuperior does not deftroy the fubordinate, but

will negative its afls, as it may in all cafes
when difapproved. This right of negative is
be enforced : But in no
cafe are the eflential rights of the fubjects,

effential, and may

inhabiting the fubordinate dominions, to be

deftroyed. “This would put it in the power of °

the fuperior to reduce the inferior to a ftate of
flavery ; which cannot be rightfully done, even
with conguered enemies and rebels.  After
fatisfaction and fecurity is obtained of the

former, and examples are made of (o0 -many of .

the latter, as the ends of government require,

the reft are to be reftored to all the effential

rights of men and -of citizens.. This is the

is the conftant practice of all good and mild go-
vernments. Ths lenity and humanity has no
where been carried fugther than in Great-
Britain.  The colonies have been fo remarka-
ble. for loyalty, that there never has been any
inftance of rebellion or treafon in them. This
loyalty is in very handfome terms acknowledg-
ed by the author of the adminiftration of the
colopies. ¢ It has been often fupgefted that
care fhould be taken in the adminiftration of

the plartations, left, in fome fyture time,

thefe colonies fhould become independent of
the mother country. But perhaps it may be

proper on this occalion, nay, it is juftice to
- fay ity that if, by becoming independent, is

- ameant

-

No., 27




