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y LATE PRFSIDENT OF
STATES OF AMERICA.
ia Smerica bad reached
it became perie®tly oheiw
ons, that the difpnte herween the two ¢oune
tries coull anlyibhe dicided by arme, when
the veprelentsthesof the thirteen provinees
affeasbied ac Pidiadelphis, on the 26th day
of Octader, 1794 OF this famouy affembly
Mr. Walkingten was one;: no American a-
nited in {0 hig| a degree as he did military
experience, with refpeflable charaller and:
¥ _‘rug_aq?,[_.l Quence, - H2 was sherelare
_sppoioted to the commsnd of the # army
" which sffembled in the New<-England Provin-
ees, to hold iakheck the Britith ,army under
General Gage, then encamped at Bofton. If
thefe circom(tances had not called Walhing -
ton fortls, he would have lived happy, and
_dil.l obfcure, a refpe&-:bl_c couEiry. genv
tleman in Virginia : oow the feene Jpened
which made his name immortal: fo depen-.
dent vpon accidear is huoman fame, and fo
great isthe power of circamfances in calling
forth, aad perhapseven in forming, the ge-
nius of mea, ; - :
' luthe mount} of July, 1775, General Wafh.
ington took the commaad of the cogtinental
army before Btpﬂon. To detail his condoegt
32 the years which followed, would be to
relate the  hiftery of the American war: a
moft memorable and inftru@®ive part of Briw
tith anaals whiich. has not yer been freated
in a manoer foited tF jts importance and
dignity, Within a very fhort period afier
the declaratiod of independence, the affairsof
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it bad arifen from smbition or wein glovy,
from robull nerves or diforderly eathelialn,
I flood the teft, becaule it grew out of the
deep root of principie snd dory. His miod
was (o perfe@ly tramed, that be did not need
the volgar inceatives of fame end glory 1o
rovfe s genine.  Ja him peblic virroe was 3
principle of fafficient foree to excite the fame
great exertions to which the rabble of heroes
mult be lfimdlated by the love of power or of
praife, + - SR - B |

It e bardly neceflary 1o Ny, t ! t_ the
mnr’l’g‘c{ .which flowed f-'m hLone :w'i"ta_
tempered in its exercife by humsvity. The
charaller of Wathington.wis not deéformed
by any of thofe furious pafions which drive
men to ferocity, - His military life was un=
(taived by milita?y crnclz}. and if we la-
mented the féverity of fomed of his afls, we!
never were at liberty to'queftion their jufs|
tice, It would be vnjift»s afcribe the milds

nels of the American war exclufively to the|
perfonal chara&er of Wlhingtop,~—It muft|

be imputed in a great meafure to the fobriery
and moderation of the natignal temper.. Ner|
7er was g civil war fo fpoflefs as that which)
uuhappily broke out berwten the two natis
ons of the knglith race.
cre, not a lingle atlaflination, no flavghter
in culd biood tarsnithed the glory of corqueft
or apgravated the fhame of defear. Gallan.
try and bumanity charalterized rhis conteft
between two narions “Which amidff all the
fierc2nefs of hoftility (hewed themfelves wors
thy of each other’s friendfhip, 74

We are well aware that the military critics:|
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wes 'ﬁvd fyflem of mechanical te&@ics.
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Not a fingle maffa~ | rejoice at the eliablitkment of liherties of A.
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This
our purpofe ; for we tre pow

e uu-phdng the charatier of bim whofe

leall. praife is that of being s prest  cummag=
der, whole valovr was the miniffer of virtue,
and whol® military genius is chiefly ennoble.]
by being euiployed ln " the defente of jul=
tice, * : ‘
It 79 extremely remarkable, thes thonph
there never was o civil ‘Coneeft difgraced by
fo few violernt or ¢ven lmbiguom 38s 38 the
American war, yet fo pure were ilie moral
fentiments of Wafhingion, thai bhg could not
look back on the period of hoftilitics with
ugi;gil!’l pleafure. - Ad  Lisdiza poblemane
who vilited him rfter the peace, 1ad often
attempted, 1n vain, to turn the converfztion
teo the events of the war, A} lecgth he tho's.
ke had found a favourable. opportunity ef
effecting his porpofe ; they w-ere-r?&ing 1ce
getber over the fcene of 2g aftipn where
Wall'ington®s condu@ had been 1l (ubjeét of
no fmadl enimadverfion, Coupt. . doid
to him, *¢ Your condudl;, Sir, in this a&ion
bes been criticized.’?. Wafkington msdz no
anfwer, but clapped fpurs o his horfe ; - af*
ter they had pafied the field, he turned: to
the Itslian end faid, ¢ Count- e | OB~
ferve that you wifh me to Ipeak of the war,
It is a converfation wkich | always avoid,~ |

mcriﬁca?' But the time of tte firugole was a
hon 1blt¢ period, in which the beft men were
-compelled to do mary things re~vgnant. 1o
their aature.’’ = E' ;:f:g e

"Fo fataFire even the mildelt civil commom
Loas to men*s morals, snd fo sdoirable was
the temperament of the man wko bad’ too

- i ey i i,
- -
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‘that perbaps nathing but the pecoliar cha-
racter of Walhipgron’s genius ccu'd have re.
trieved them. JA&ivity was the policy of in-
veders lmtheffi-}d ot bactle the fuperio_
riry of a difciplined army is di(played. . Boc
delay was the wildom of a country defended.
by undiiciplingd foldiers sgaint an enemy
wio mull b mhre exhaulled by time than he,
could be weakeded by defear, It required the
confammate prbdencéd, the calm wildom, the
“jnflexible irmnéfs, the moderatsz ard- well
- balanced tempet of Waihington to emw
‘brace fich a plin of policy, and to perlevere
it :<to refit the{ temprations of eiterprize;
to fizxthe confidknce of his foldiers without
“ghe strra&ion of vidtorv ; to fupphrt f!:t‘_!pi"
rit of the armyiand the peop’'e amidit thofe
flow and cautiods plaius of defenfive warfare
which are moreldifpiriting than defeat icfelt;
_to contain hiso n_ambitian and thé-impetu.
ofity of bis trogpy; to endere temporary
obfcarity for the falvaticn of his couniry,
and for the artsfnment of folid and immorezl
glory ; and to %fer even temporary re.
proach and obloquy, fupported by the appro~
batian of his ovj canfclence and the applaufe
of that {mall naaber of wife mey whofe:praife
is. an earne:* ofj;e admiration an? g‘é'{itudc
cf poiteriry, ictorious generals eafily ace
. ggire the coafidence of their army. -Theirs,
-‘“!VB!’, i3 a confidence in the fortune of

their general.. That of Wathington's army|

was a coufideace ia his wilfdom. Vicory]
gives fpiric to cawards; and evea the agitaw
tions of defeat (imetimes impart a courage
of difpair. ';'Cnuq"n_tge is fafpired by fuccefs,
and it may be (timulated ro defperate exertin
on even by calamity, but it is generatly pals
fi=d by in1&ivity—~A (yfem of cautious des
feace is the feverell trial of humao forritude.

% On this occafion az well as throughont the
who'e public life of wa'liington, he refufed ary}

‘the exertions of tadivideal  penivs,
‘moft ¢an be'done by rule, lealt isleft for ta« |
lentss  We aggordingly find thar thofe fure

“eamp-nftioh for his lervices. 12 never receiv-
-¢d ary falarvy io avy office civil cr military..

of Eorope, accaflomed 1o the vt aad fciea--
tific plans, to the complicated yet, exa&
movewents, tothe daring snd (plendid’ ex-
ploits of great European generals, may ¢on.
fider the mefl decifive fuccels in a Wﬂ’i!{t.
thé American as a very inadequate W to
the name and glory of -an itlultrious commane
der. We feel all the differences which up-

on every fubject is dne from the ignorant to |

the malters of 1he art.. Bor we doubt the:
fonndoefs of the judgment of military critics
on thiz fubje@, To v it feems probable that
more gerive and judgmen: are generally ex.
erfed by uneducated gewerals and smong ir-
regular armies, then in thecontefts of thofe

-commanders who are more perfeétly iﬂlﬂrn&.l

ed in military fcience. It is with the arts of.
war 8s with every other art. Whereverany
art is moft peife@ed, thereis leat rooth for
Wherse

prizes and ftrajageins which are fo brilliant
and ingerefling a part of the biftory of war in
paft times, are now infinitely more | rare,
beceufe vigilznce is Aow mare oriform and
the means of detevce more perfed. li'is.

now maoch moreealy than it was formerly to |

calculate the event of a campaign from the
numbers of the contending armies, the fore
trefles of which they poffefls and the opature,
of the country which they occupy. Itis im.-
poflible that the art of war fhould ever be
fo improved, as.to obliterate all differences
between the talentsof genera's: but it ii.
certain that its improsement hes a2 tendency

td miake the incquality of their  talents defa

feit. It cannet  be deni("ul"h'lt they who
belt keow the power oftheartare the molt
fober admirera of ‘the talents of generals.
But whatever he the jultnefs of thefe obfer.
vations it mult be univerfally allowed, that
s much judgment aod intrepidity may be

fhewn among irregular 2nd imperfeély dif=-
.cipfint.d armies 2¢ under the moll highly ime | vol.

,the call of liis covntry, and Jet teo delicmre

a\pgrity to dwell wirh CCWPISCrncy o0t tha "

recolieflion of Tcenes which, théogh they
were.thefeurce of his glory, allowed more
fcope for the difplay of vis talents than for
the exercile of his humanity ! '

- The conclufion of the S nrerican  war pri-a.-
mitted ‘Wathirgton to return to thefe dorvefs
tic fcenes, from wkich notbirg buta fenfe of
duty feéms to have had the “power to drave
him, But he was pot allowed long 1o evjoy!
this privecy.” The fopreme goveromeat of
the Uuited States, haflily thrown up, ‘in a
moment of turbujence and dorger, 2s o tem,
perary fortification sgainft snarchy, proved:

‘otserly unadequate to.the prefervetion of pens.
| eral tranquility and permanent fecurity. Tla

confufions of civil war bad given a'taint 1o

the morality' of the people * whith rerdered :

r the refireints of a jult amd vigesous govera-

ment more indifpenfiably recefferyy - Conff=.
cstion and paper meney, the twa greagelt
Ichools of rapacity srd difhorefly -in the
world, had widely fpreszd their ‘poifon a-
morg the Americans, One of their owp
writess tells us, thzt the whole fyfirm of paz.
per money was a fyflem of public end privats”
frande, . Jo this fate of things, which.
threatened the diffolution of .morality and
government, good men (aw the neceffity of
concentrating #nd incigorating the fupreme - ~
auther‘ty. Under the influence. of this
convition, a convention of delegares was af-
fembled se Philadelphis. which firengthened
the bands cf 1he Federal Uniop, and beflows
ed on Cengrefldthofe powers which were ne«
ceflary for tkc.-i:ur.pol'es of good goveroment;
Walhington was the prefident of this conven=
tion, as he, in three years sfter, was eleéle
ed prefident of the Urited Stetes of  Awerics,
ucder wher was called * The New Confii=
tution,’?. thoogh it ougbt te have been cally

See Ramfsy’s American Revolution,
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