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CONVENTION OF THE

INeorthern Powers.

g e——

Conventioh for the re eflablifbment of sip- |

atmed ueatrality, between his Maje fty
the-Kiog of Sweden, of the one BarE, &
“is I\!a)@lty the Emperor Ofl”‘thc Rl.”"l"
fizs, on (3e other part, concloded and
EF ned andBr. Pege l'fb;lrg, the atk (16th
of Decembes) 1800, accepred and rati.
fird by his Swedilh Majelly gn rhie geth
of December, and by his Imperial -Ma=

of December) iy the fame yesr. i
T 2hc name of ibe mofi Holy and wndivied Trinity.

r§mworder that the freedom of the naviga,
tion, and the tecurity of the Merchandize
of the nevtral pewers, mzay be eftablithed,
snd the principles of the laws of nations be
fully afcertained, duriog the continuance of
the prefent maritime war, his Majefty the
King of Swed=n, and his Majefty rhe Em -
perdr of all the Ruflias, auated by their
Jlove of juftice, and By a reciprocal defire to

premote whatcver may be for the pubiic ad- |

vantage of their refpe@tive ftares, have to

that effe@ determined 1o give a new fandli- | article, can be deemed canrraband, flail be |

on to thewr principles of neutrality, which
are in their nature indiffio!pbis, and 'to rew
q:rc that Iht‘, may be refpedted ':)y all pow-
«rs iniercited in their prefervarion. With
_this view their Majefties have, by their de-
“$laration of the 15D of A}ggaqt_{u the” Nogy
"in the'maintainance of .thole grnegal regu-
“lations ancienily recoguized, given them te
-vederliand how fincerely i is the obje@ of
“their hearts to reflare mn its full indepen~

“convey their thips and merchandize freely,

“of the powers ut war:i  His Swedifl; Maje (-
‘ty imparted his withes and fentiments 10 his
‘grest ailies, and ap happy conformity of
‘their/ mutual intereld has indvced them - to
-adopt the refsloricn of re citablilhing that

atenided with fuch edvanizge during the
‘Ameciican war, aud 10 revew its beneficial
Pringipies in a canveution adupted to the
prefentcircomBances.  Tothisend his ma-
Jeity the Kiny of Swedan, and his Imperigl
mijefly of ai] the Rullias, have mominated,
as their plevipotertiaries, samely, his Swe-
eith | majedty, baren Cur: vom Stedingk,
ambsflador extrserdinary fo his imperial
majeolly of alf 1he Rufias, lieutenant-gen-
et«ly chamberlain of the queen, dowager,
eologel of 2 regiment of infantry, bmight,
30d commander of the order of the fword,
Ed knight of the French order Pour les
#lerites M:litaries; and his imperisl majei-
ty of 3!l the Ruflias, baren count Theodors
von Kiftopfin, his right trofky privy coun-
fellor, memher of the council principal, mi-
nilter -of the tollege iof farergn affairs, di-
reétar general of the poft of the cmpire
grand c'Ha_n‘cql}or ard grand.crofs of the fo-
VErelgn  oider of St Joka of Jerofalem,
k"ighf of the fiift clals of the ordery of Su
fodrew, §i. Alexander Newiby, and St.
."nu__e, kmght of the order of St¢ Lazarus,
of St. Ferdinand, and St. Hubert : who,
.&frf Eldlanging their rqucé'ei!t full pow.
c}‘l_. 'haveagrzcd upon {he__ foliqw!ag arti-
€ics § ' - :
Article T. His majefty the King of Swe-
£e0, and his majefly the emperer all the
B-“Ei*s. declare that they will ftzongly pro-

_jefty of all the Ruffias on the $:h (acth

ﬁl‘érn Cotfres, who are”equally’ concefned !

dence, the general ripht of all! nations to ®

snd without b"ing fubject to the contronl -

fyfem of an armed nentral e, which was |

 thandize on the pare of their fuby

every power whurtever. whether g p¥
eéngaged in war, or which may herecai
be engaged in war.

Ar.. Il. In order to prevent sll doanbts
and miunderftandings 35 to what {hall be
conlidered contraband, his Mazj<lty the King
of Sweden, aund his Lnperial Majelty of 4il
the Ruflias, declare, that they wiil ack now..
ledge the fotlowing articles as comtraband,
namely, cannons, mortars, firesrms; balls,
fiints, flint flopes, matthes, pun powder,

— -

; hengers, eartouch boxes, fagdies and bri-
‘”dles, with the exception of fych a quagtity
' of the abave articles as may be becellyry for

{ the defence of the fhips and their crew ; all
. Other articles not herein' envmerated, thall

j pot be confidered as” war or paval flores : -

" they fhall ot be fubjed to confifcation, but
fhall pafs free and wifhout refiraiot It is
, alio hereby agreed, that the prefent aruicle
' dhatl be without prejudice to the particular
- fiipuiatious of former tresties wich ihe POW-
© ers ar war, by virtue of which, ihe t'hn;gz
sbovementioned areal'owed or prohited..
. Art, Ml Ard whereas it is refolved,
! Tkat whatever, by visiue of the feregding

¥

! tions; in hke mepner Lis msjcily the king
' of Swedén; and his imperiai mzjefty of ali

s the Rufhas, wiil and deiermine, that all o-

i ther mechandize fhall be aud remain free ;
{ and in erder that ‘thc.gvnbral principles | of
i the laws of natire, of which the frzedbm
! of trade and navigation, as well as the rights
of neutral nations, and the iningdiale con-
fequerice, wmay be placed undcr'_j ccmpetent
and {ure fafeguard, rhey have reiolved no
i lungcr to delay that v. wntary exf;luarf‘ou
¢ from which they have hitherto been reftrain.
: #d by motives of their fepirate and, tempo-
?_my mterefts.  With this view they ' hava
f hereby determived. ‘ '
g+ 1+ That every hip may freely navigate
: frem one harhour 1o another, and on the
' coafle of the beligerent natiuns. [
i 2. That the etfcéls which Lzlung ta the
. fubje@: of the belligerent powers in neutral
i fhips, with ~the exceptizn of coatraband
;‘goud:, fliall be free. ' |
. Thatin order to detarmine what flizll

be confidered as a2 bloikaded harbour, fuch
denemination fhall be admitied to apply on-
ly where the dilpofition ahd number of the
fhips of the power by whi(h it 1s invelled,
fbail oe fuch as to reundec it apparently hLa.
zardous to enter,” and that every fhip which
fhall gointoa blockaded hiarbour, that is €.
vidently {o blockaded, violates the . prefent
convention 2s much as 1f the commander of
the blockade had previoully advifed it of the
ftatc of the ha'bour, and it had neverthelefs
endeavoured by forcg or artifice to obtiin
admiffion, | .
4. That with regard to nfutral fhips, ex-
cept thofe which, for jof rufons,sand up-
on evident grounds, (Lall be detaiped, {¢n-
tence thall be prorounced without delay ;
the proceedingsagiinft them fhall be 0ais
form, prompr, and lawful, Owver and a-
beve the indemnity fo which they fhall be
entitle the damages they fhall have fof, '
tainedficomplete fatisfaction fhall be given
for the infult commitied againfl the ﬂp&_;_o_f
their majcflics, ,

5+ That the declargtion eof the officer
who fhall command the fhip of war, ‘or
{hips of wer, of the king or emperor, which
fhail be conyeying one or more merchant
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!\.i.hug the cxpertation of contraband mera

fhips, thas tke epavoy has no gontraband

falt-petre, fuiphur helinets, pikes, (words, !

. excluded from the commerce of neuteal na- |

li
‘pre
Mugge.
'prove i
{ the fri@te
of their
!mcn. to load N

: Hallle
. {ivps, er fes
: eretly to hase on board, snyarticics, whih
i By virtte of this prefent con¥ention, may
1 be confidered as contrabaod: ard for ihg
{ more complete carrying inte execution this
commagd, . they will refpeQivery tike <uig
to give diretions to their ccurt: of admirala
ty to publith it whenever 1he (hsll thin kg
. receflary, 'and to this erd :h’-c repulativos
which flia!l contain 1his prch bition und-g
the feveral penalties, fhall be prinicd at the
end of ithe prefenr :&, that wo o ¢ may
plead igrorance. N '

Ari. 1V. In order 1o place the commerce:
of ther fLbjedts, vpon the pnaft ks gal and-
permencat bafis, his majely, the king of
Sweden, and his majefly, 1he enperer of
all the Ruflias, Lave deen ed it texpcciert ta
equ'p a nbmber of fhips of war and Ir;
: which {ball be charged to fee thst the ob-
je@t be cbtiined,  arnd the fgvacdicns of
[ each power fhail t:ke thefe Ratic rs, erd
} prozedt phofeconvoys, whiih their ceanerce
ard ihewr navigation pay regrire, and w hich
fhall be ¢c1 formable 10 ihe Cuurie of trede
10 each natjon. '

Ari. V. To provide 2gsir & 2!l inconve-
niemces which may jroceed frem any ration
ibuling the privilege of their fag, it 1 ef-
tablifhed 352 regulziion rcf 1o be depsried
drom, that every iranfport, te 11 whole 1t
may, belergirg ro the coortry whove fap
it bears, fhail kave on board a capuain, and
the ha foflhi CFew (Om*rfcn ot the fub..
jeéls of that coustry ;—Zand (hie puflpont fhal
be drawn vpindue 2nd 1cgu'ar fira. Er,
very pafiport which flisll s ot sbierve thele
1egulations, or fhsll viclate the ccamarnd
printed at the «nd of this prefent copver ua
on, fhall forfeit all right to the protediica
of the contracting powers, and the govern.
ment to Which it nay belong, fhail alore

of -h(‘il‘.

Eau’s,‘
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| be refponfible for all the lofs, damsge or,

inconvenience it may fuflain. ‘

~Art- VI. Skou'd it reverthelefs happen
that the merckant fhips of one ef the pows
ers (hould find itfelf in 2 fitumtion where the
fhips cf war of that nation are nét flation-
ed, and where they cannot bay2, the pro-
t¢@on of their own «énveys, in fuch cafe
the commandant of the thip of war «f 1hs
other power, if it fhall be required, fhall

‘masy be neceflary.—The fhips of war and
frigates other nations (jall sfford prote&iioh
and affiftance to the mexchant veflels of the
‘other, providcd, in the mess ume, thag
the veflel-requiring fuch sfliftance fhall ous
haveviolated the principles of 1he nevtralityy
| by having carried on illicit commerce.

Art. VI1I. This convention fhail have 14
reirefpe&ive operaticns, and 'cm;&m:emiy it
fhall have'no references to any dfferen. es
that exificd previous to its conclufions g
spplication fhall only be to futvre a&s of yi=
lence: ayd aggrefiion, and i fhall 1eon form
the bals of a iyltem for 1he protwdion of all
the pewiral navions.of Evrope, whofe rights
may hereafter be devind or violsted: ;

Ar. VIH. Souldir, nmwinbﬂmdin'g al
the poffible care of the two powers, aud

doly ard faiihfuily afford fuch sfiftince a5,
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