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MISCELLANEOUS THOUGH I's,

BY MONTEeqUtEth
Tp take delighe in 'readmg is tohave thc
er of chargng thofe moments ‘of tafli-
tode ‘that vilite every ma., for the nofl
&hddus ‘_nomcnrs of life, . |
WHar an unfortiinare neceflicy iv it
ghe conftitution of man, thar hit vnderfland.

in{

ng 1s fcarcely oiotared when the organs of |

h; body, begih to Fail 1

* A celebraved phyficiah W ‘al'k‘ed-—-if the
commerce of the fexes was pre;udmal 10
Fexltha‘ No,” faid tre, ¢ if provocatives
are not ufed?™ But l lhould rank variery a-
mong provecatives.

Jeis a proof that merit i% ef the higheft
kind, “whea'it continues 1o fhiné with accof.

med T0lve, iﬂhongh merit of as hi‘gh 2
gack is-in its prefence.

I cal] genivsa fecret gi ft of the Deity,’
'w};tth the pufelior difplays ULkbu\\ nto hlm-
el

He who runs dfter wit is apt 10 enbrace
foliy.

- T once fa'd to Madam duy Charelet—
« You poftpone your flecp. o iead the
philofophers 5 you fhould read the philofo=
pﬁe s to haiteo yaur flumbers.”?

Hoyie is the link that dnices all our plea.
furu. = |
The interval s toe {Fore béu’v‘ecn time
of ‘our being 106 vourg and toa olid.

e

uire moderate k o whia die.

Of rhofe w ho make con'panions of the=ir
fervanes, :T have only o ¢ lay thae vice 1 s
own runifhment. |

Men of talents govern- fools s
foo! or other often governs a man 6f 4 ents

"When 1 refle@ on our d:fio¥eries in na.
toral philofophy, 1 think we have gonc ve.
fy far for human beings, 3. 4
- ldlenefs ought 10 be rarked smong the
ponthments of hell 5| 2nd moft peopie place
it among the joys of heaven,

On frieads that are tyrannical tho’ vfe-
ful 19 us, thy oblervaticn is, thht love has
tumpen!aracms which friendfhip has not.

Ordinary graces lofé part of their beaoty
ly aaing fet in compeétition- with each other :
§races of the higheft rank acquire a brigh-
tcr lefire when cppefed to éach ocher, .

“Mpoft virtoes are rélative to individuals,
orto| partsof 3 fuch are friepdfhip,” 1ove of
one’s counrry, rompailon. - But Jnﬁicc 15
felative 1o the whele ;' and when any in-
terfers: with rhat, it i vice, thongh ranked
Smong the virtues.

"+ The foccefls of ol cntcrpr:zcs depends
$pon Knowieg how much time is ncc:ﬂu)
fo their fuccefs. -

- Thag ought cot be attcmpted by the laws
- Which can be'éffedied By the cuftorns and
Wanners of a people, |

Ihave remarked thar, to fucceed in the

world, one muft havca vacast air wlth a
‘ﬁbtle head. . ez

One’s: dr-"s thopld bc a hme nfcnor to
®ne’:icond tipn,. |

Supper deltroys one half of Pnns, anﬁ
@inndr 1he orher. “3

" 1 hate Vertarlies, becaufe every body‘is
Yittle and mean - here ; but Paris 1 lovc, for
thers oce finds great men -

“J we were content to be haEpy, th:t
‘Would vot be difficuliy but we aré ambirtions
to bo more bappy :han others, and that s
d EICM' becm e others appesr to’be more
h-p{hcr than they realiy ere.

Suiue people Late difgretitons;, but lthin

+» and fome

o

|

1

1 demands a ‘rrcat deal of ﬁudy (O =C‘ ;

i

kl rite

-

P

Jols of all that was dear i0-him, his country,
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he who underflands - ‘their e is like one
with lorgarms 3 be has mory obj jedts with-
inb % reach.

 Meu are of two forrs : thu\'e who :'!nn'k
and thofe who amiufe themfeltes,

A fine a&ion s bie that is| benefidial o’
man, and whole ‘lccompllihm&m I cqum: ta.
!em:. ' .-

T hé ‘cortittion people have §
ifitentions and viciovs manner

H ftories #re rémances foudded on Ta&s.

A work gives célebrity to 4 man’s nme,
and zfier that his hawe grucs cclcbmy hls -
WOrlﬂ-

It is a nice poinr to know Wen to qmt 3
company ; an accurate konoyledge of the
‘world gives reddinefs in perctiving it.

Bravery and a love of glory are dcclmih‘g

-
|

nerally gobd

amongft ue; it is of littie: mement to our
happinefs to bclong to vne mafter or 1o ano-
ther ; but formerly, a’ifcm in the field, or
the redu@ on of a man’ (ountry, was the

family and friends,

We fhall never arrive at principles i in fi-
nance, becaufe we never know more than
that we do fomething, ad never know what
it is we do. '

We donot now call aminifler grcat, when
ke is dn intelligent adminiftrater of pub. ¢
revente, but when he is festiie i expedi-
ents 10 incieale the revenve and mcefmga-
b'e in their application.

People love their grand children beter
ihan their (hl!dff’ﬂ, and- it is becaufe 'h\
can ¢f{himate, tolerably well thie wor+h of th
latter, but their knowledge of the former
beiug leis perfect, they flatter m“m[u\u
with vair hopes rthpd:m;, them.

The reaion why foolsfo ofien fucceed] in
their plans is, that never diftrufting them-
telves, they a.ways pericvere. Itis worihy
to be oblerved, that the greater part of our |
plesfures are unreafonable.

'Old men, who have ftudied in’ vom!\,
need enly to refort to the memory for piea- §
fure or ufe, when others are cbiiged 10 be-
gin to ﬂud).

Merit is 2 confolation in every a‘fﬂ:&non.

A fighrative flite is fo far lmm difficvle,
thara natien emergiog from igodrance firtt
employs the f;__‘ura ive and [weilirg ilyle, &

afterwards acquire the hapie, 'Ihc cafﬁclul-
ty of [implicity is, that 2t borderss nn the
than, aithough in itfelf moll upmﬁve and
bravriful ; 'while there 13 2 wide diltance
betsteen a Fgurativr flyle and bembalft,

Thede is very little vanity in feeling a pe-
ceflity for rank or m‘ponam ﬁauon 1o at-
:raél notice,

“The heroifm that réfolts from j juft mortais
interefts few ; the heroifm that 13 mofl dif-
truétive, is the admiration of thé multitude.

Ariftotte and Horacé have told os of thé
virtues of their forefathers, ‘and "the 'dege-
neracy of their own times ; and authors,
from dge to age, have dme the fame ; but’
it ihey had fpcken the truth, men ar this
day woul d “bedegenerated into brute am-
mal!o 5 Bl

“Raillery is o pincgyrit én ‘the f axc:'s
wit, at the expence of his Bnmamty :

Pe ople whofe minds dre nevet
occupled are generally great taifzrs.

' Chblcure people who are ambitious ‘of

§ ans,

obendlr .

In the whole courfe of my life; T never
faw anyperions unlwrlal iy keep bad compa-
n

YEXperlmcnts mike the hi iftory of phyﬁu-
and theories irs fables,

Every nation and every man cught to be
civilized ; but every niliomand man ought

' aafu fo bC ffCCa

. Modefty becomes every one ; ‘bot thy'’
we fhould g:w: it a2 place in our minds, we
fhould keep it in fubje&ion to grcatcr qua-
lives,

Be fingular, if you will ; bu let it be in
thie elevation of your thwghu. He thav
can diftingoh h'mfelf no otherwife than by
his drefs, 152 d:tplc-bh: cresture u;;l every
Lon‘ntr}'

' one hsdl the curisfity to Lecp an ac=
count of the number.of times 1 heard a flo.
ry repeated that never ceferved 1o have
been relared : durirg three weeks that €
occupied the pc,llte world, T heard it ‘told
two hardred and rwenty ﬁtc (imes, whuh_
1 thought guite fufiicrent.

Modefty is a fpecies of fund that brings
its owner great’ictereft.

1 vitited the gallies and faw no one vh=
happy tace ; here I fee many unhippy fa*
ces, whafe owners are feck 1y to be happy
. the Iuriun of blue ribbands. |

Ths is a fine faying ' of Sereci— ¢ Sic
praefentibus u-ar:s voluptatibus, ut futurs
nen noceas.”’—<¢ Frjoy the prefent hour,
fo as rot to injure thofs that follows.)”’

_ There s sn error | which pcn.-dcs the
whole of the Greek t‘}’)!olc ghy ;5 -its phyfics,
morals,” and metaphyfics were nicorsectzfor
wart of the d'finét on betwern pofitive and
relative qushices, . ] hus Anftotte fail- i 1g
m:ft:kes, fpezXirg of ibe heat and the co'ds
ar.d Pl.to s1.d Socrates, of the beavnifuly
th= good, the great and the perfeét. 1t s
s grcgt difcovery, that there are ro pofitive
quahnes. ., The terms  beautiful, goud,
great, &¢, are attributes of ohj¢ &s relatve
ony to.the bcmgs that conten plalc thcm.‘-
'l hit principle is a fponge to wipe sw.y 'al-
' moft every prejudice.  The dth!o ves o fO®
fP'ﬂtD are a tiflue OF lophlims *OVt‘ thr(“ gh
ignorance of this principle, ‘Malebranche
committed 2 thoufand mlﬂates from the
far'lc caufe,

“ Never did a philofopher make men ‘mere
perfeﬂiy feel lhe !w:clnels of virtue, and
the digmity of their naturc, than Marcus
Auntonius ; he touches ithe heart, elevares
the mind, enlarges 1the oul ! . _

We muﬂ read the palitics of Ar:ﬁot]e,
the tnorcpu«bhcs of Plato, 10 have a ju%‘
ides of the ISWI and mmners of lhe anclent
Grecks. . Talook for. thofe in their hif-
torians, 15 as fruitlefs 2910 lock for Frebh'
laws and cuflomsin the hiftory of Lewis the
Fourteenth’s woars. _ .

The repubiic of Plataisnot more chime.
rical than that of Sparra. |

"To judge jullly of men, we muft over-
look the'prejudices of their times. '
< -Our comedies begin 10, degenerate, bea
taule our writers are in fearch of the ridis
culous in the pailions, inftéad of the ridico-
lous’in anners: the paflions are not ridi.
culous in - themfclves. '

£ ion of any
avihg as l'cl-'

making 7 larpe fortune, ate only preparing |
for the moment ‘when they will be in del.
paic for their want of health. =

A grester nomiber of vices aré octafioned
by oor not fifficiertly cﬁéﬂnmg outfelvés,
than from a too high opinion of our mi:—

"y

T have feldom g given my
atuthors, but’ tbo[c I admire,
gcm{rt: as poffible aead any aurthors but the

Famatitifm -~ will find reifons to Jaﬂifv 5
bid adtica, tﬁ:t an hopelt man 'could not ,

find.
‘Priefts aré the fycophants of pnncc’ﬁ

whea they tahnot bé lhcir mafters,
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