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. SPEECH OF MR. POTTER. |

t Rale:g‘l.: Star contains the Speech delivered
- Robert Potter, the mermber trom the town
: h!g'ultl, on preséht’i
ollege. This ch hav
‘Qaﬁtemen.t, is now S1I]‘):':I:ﬂ'm‘-l‘ncd by Mr. Potter, to
22"0& TmiSrepresentations, and. to procure a fair
_ mwgunt;lm of his motives We commance its
T ptl‘: ton 1w this paper, and shall conelude it
' the next. Tt is accompanied by the fu!lowing_

synopsis of {he bill to establish a Political College.
proposes the efiblishment of a eentral

ds

ing produced great

* This bill

institution, upon-a farm in fiie county of Whake, to

which those counties in the State which into the
treasuty, by way of taxes, less than = thr:x{and dol-
lars, should be entitledto send one apprentice;. those
g:ymz_ over a thousand, and less than twe thousand,
Wo; and those paying over two thousand, four. The
number which would be furnished according to this
rutio would be one hundred and seven. It pro-
vides that the State shall have a paramount and inde-'
feasible title to the ntices, for six years from
the day on which they niight enter college; during
the first three years of which, they are to be carried
throuﬁ_ coursé of discipline and instruction con-
mable to the rules of the college; and for the re-
maning three years, in consideration of the educa-
tion the¥ shall have received, tiey are to perform
the duty of instructors, at such stations in the State
as the rector and visitors of the college may think
proper to assign them. - "Fhe apprentices are direct-
€d to be selected from among all the youths of the
State who shall be within six months of the age of
fifteen years, and the estate of whose fathers shall not
exceed in value the sum of a thousand dollars. Asa
fundamental rule of discipline, the bill directs that
the apprentices be divided into five classes, which in
turn are at all times to be actively enguged in agri-
cultural labors on the college farm. o effect :g:;,
the bill previously directs *“ that a rector and fifteen
visitors, to be chosen as shall hereinafter be directed,
be incorperated, under the name and title of the
% rector and visitors of the Political College of North

. Carolina.® . It then directs that the visitors be cho-
sen by a jeint ballot of both Houses of the Legisla-
ture, and hold their appointments during the pleasure
of a majority of the members of the sume; and invests
them with authority to appoint a rector, a president
and four professors for the college, and prescribe
their duties; to select the apprentices agreeably to
“rules Jaid down in the bill; to fix upen the time for
the commencement of the operations of the college;
to make all disbursements necessary for that purpose;
and to carry into effect the details of the bill. It in-
vests them, in shiort, with full. powers of legislation,
in all matters appertaining to the college, conforma-

. X, m, il"paid in ad'va_n-ce; R3'
i g during. the year of subscription;!
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should yet be deemed to require the sanction
of authmit?r, I would direct you to the senti-
ments of these cliefs and sages, whose valor
won, whose wisdom estabiished our liberties.
The man whe, vhen living, received the ho-
mage of all heaits, and whose name like a
charm still enchints the world-—whose form
shadowed furth upon the wall, in the attitude
of entreaty, would seem to beckon and per-
suade you to the adoption of his favorite max-
k. That sainted sage, in the Jast words ad-
dressed by him-to his country, in language
the most ‘earnest apd emphatic, invited her
attention to this subjpct, These are hiis words:
' ““’tis substantially ‘rue, that virtue or mo-
rality is a‘necessaryspring of popular govern-
ment. ‘Therule indked extends with more or
less force to every species of free government.
| Who that is a sincere friend to it, can look
- with indifference upon attempts to shake the

 foundation of the fabrie? ‘Promote, then, as
im

for the "genéral diffusion of knowledge. In
proportion as the structure of a government
gives force to public opinjony it is essential
. lic opinion should be enlightened.”’

Fhe Congress of *76, whose deliberations
were condncted in the borough which I have
the hunor to represent, some of whose mem-
bers were then fresh from the battles of their
country, and {et reeking in the bleod of her
enemies—whilst the fierce and furious din of
civil discord shook this mighty continent, and
the echoes of the ball and the sabre were sigh-
ing and shivering in their ears—resolved as
fate—calm and unmoved as gods, deciding
on the destinies of mortals —even amidst those
terrible convulsions, they were not unmindful
of this important subject; and, in the charter
furnished by their deliberations, under which
we are now assembled, they introduced a pro-
vision, enjoiming it as a Jduty on the Legisla-
ture which they then created, to provide for
the general education of the people. 'To the
misfortune of the people, and the lasting
shanpe of those who have heretofore nccupiea
the places which we now fill, the duty has
never been performed, though occasionally
reminded of 1t by adventurous individuals of
their own body. and sometimes casually in-
vited to it in the annual mnessages of the exe-
cutive, until our present chief magistrate, in
his recent communication, has pressed the
subject upon us with a solicitude and anxiety
characteristic of his well known deep and vir-
tuous sensibilitﬂ to the best interests of his
Eeople. The Legislature from time to time

ave sported with the subject, by adopting a
barren resolution in its favor; but as yet they
have done nothing decisive in relation to it.

They did, indeed, af the lastropi-Tevenue,

3 ¢

!  the Treasurer of the State to borrow and place it
their hands the sum of 220,000 dollars; 20,000 of
which te be appropriated to the purchase of a farm
and construction of necessary buildings; and the re-
maining 200,000 dollars to be vested by the rector
and visitors in a ent fund; the intercst of
which to enure forever to the benefit of the college,

subject to the management and contrel of the rector
and visitors, under the authonty and superyision of

the Legislature.” :

Mz. Speaxer: In submitting the proposi-
tion contained in that bill, a proposition so no-
vel in its character, and, if adopted, so im-
portantin its consequences, 1 trust the House
will bear with me a moment, while 1 open to
them someé of the arguments in favor of it, and
declare to them the motives which have im-
pelled me tooffér it. Tosay that the object
of this measure, is to elevate and dignify the
character of North Carolina, and provide for
the continuance of her safety, and the en-
e S her ]mppines.s,_ by enlightening
aud liberalizing the faculties of her people—
that its ultimate scope is nothing less than the
diffasion of education among the mass of her
children, is at once to announce the magni-
tude of itsimportance. Sir, if itbe mind which

ives to man the deminion of the world—if it
ﬂ'th'ﬁt which distinguishes him from the
brntps that perish, and almost exalts him to
an equality with heaven, then the prucess, by
which its mighty attributes are developed and

which they were pleased to style ¢+ 7%he Lire-
rary Fund,” but, if not added to, the present
generation at least must pass away before it
accumulates sufficiently to afford effectual aid
to the people. Sir, this is not the way to treat
this matter—it is a subject not to be dallied
with. T would seize upon it with the deter-
mined energy, with which, if drowning, I
would grapple a plank in the surge. I would
embrace it as a measure on which depended
our last, our onlf hope, of social improve-
ment, or political exaltation; and if the mea-
sure [ now tender you be mnot accepted, or
some efficient system for disseminating edu-
cation among our people be mot adopted, I
shall set d wn in despair, over the irreclaim-
able degradation of my country. But, by
heavens. I will not believe it—I cannot be-
lieve yon will turn away your faces, and re-
fuse to sanction and approve this measure. 1
cannot believe you will thus impliedly decide
that our people are incapable of virtue or ex-
cellence, and that they are only

* ““ Born to eat, and be despised, and die,

Fven as the brutes that perish, save that they

Have a more noble trough, and wider sty.”

I would invoke the genius of my coun-
try to come to my side, and aid me in per-
suading you to the adoption of this mea-
sure. Sir, if she were indeed to appear a-
mong us—if the genius of N. Carolina were
now to present herself tv you, who are

harmonised, is obviously an ebject of para-
mount consideration. But forcible and un-|
deniable as is this truth, and urged upon us'
from sources of eracular sacredness, North
Carolina seems ever to have remained most |
sadly insepsible to it; while many of her sis- |
ter Jﬁhi- bave addressed themselves to the
subject ‘with 2 degree of energy and zeal,
which indicate their sens¢ of the v itality of its
imp ce; while they have most liberall

* devoted their best resources to the develope-
ment-of the moral and intellectual energies
of their e, North Carolina, in this, as iv
every other useful improvement, has contiuu-
ed to stumble and flounder on, at a lazy and
al ng pace, behind every other member of
the Union. Sir, it is time she were disen-
chanted—it is time she was brought to a just
and full sense of her degradation—it is time
that the spell awhich has so long sealed her,
energies in d

eath, should be broken, and her
thoughta should be rai

sed from the habitual
contemplation of low and subordinate objects,
and fixed upon her manlier and more ex

alted
interests. Would you ask how this is to be
done—would you

ask how ‘¢a consummat:lis‘n

voutly to e wishedy” is tobe accomplish-
a:‘:‘:}(?MI ans’ger. educate the ople —yes, letin
upon their minds the light of science and of
truth—cunfer upon them the capacity of think-
ing—enable them justly to appreciate their
relation to’%eir country—give them to see
and @ stamdd their rights andiiuterests,
jng instinct tave will im-
prt and pursuethem. If this
yea ing, as [ conceive, u its

charged with the destinies of her people,
instead of the majesty of a guardian god-
dess—instead of a radiant brow, &nd an eye
flashing light and dignity on this assembly,
you would mark her with a pallid front,
and **sad and shrouded eye,” and in the
hollow a cents of despairy she would de-
mand of you, in the language of admonij-
tion and reproofy, **why sit ye here, all the

Y | while idle?”” why assemble here from ses-

sion to session, and expend your time upon
ephemeral objects, while you neglect the
very salvation of the republic? why meet
you here from year to year, to scufffe over
subjects, unimportant to the public, and tri-
fling in themselves, or to squabble about
the disposition of a clerkship or a judge-
ship, whilst the people, for whom all this Is
intended—for whouse benefit government
was established, laws enacled, and judges
appointed—w hilst the people are l=ft to rust
in primeval ignorance—+*rotting from sire
to son, and age to age,” deaf as the adder,
and dark as Erebus? She would tell you,
you were a degraded and a despised com-
munity; but ‘only so, because you would
be se.. She would tedl you that Norih Cu-
rolina was a lion in the net, #n eagle with-
out his piniens, fixed upon the earth, and
gazing at the sun in despair; and she would
conjure you to mak: - one generous, one man-
iy effort, to‘redeem and disenthral her—io
take, @t this moment, a firm and t_:oble
stand in sapport of the most sacred rights
of humanity=to silence in your hear's the

1

portance. institutions |

{*“ Arise, thou canst and must.”

-
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terests of your country. Sh would remind
“you of the frailty of life, an] the immortal-
ity of virtue. She woulc tell you, that time
scoffs and hysses at the grandest achieve-
'ments of man, and crushes, and crumbles,
the proudest monuments of his power; but
that fate itself had no control over virtue;
essentially eternal, it should live, like a che-
rub smiling above the storm, when the frail
forms from which it sprung, should have
returned to the clod bf the valley. She
‘'would warn you that the flight of time was
rapid and irrevocable;| and with a voice,
like ¢he music of the spheres, she would im-
plore vou to seize upoy the passing hour—
to make it your own, and render it immor-
tal, by consecrating it 4 patriotism. Cheer-
ed and elevated at the tffect of her admoni-
tion, her form now bouyant with hope, her
brow brightening and fushing, und ber eye
dilating—tearing the shroud from her face,
and stamping with apemphasis that should
WaKe an echo in every cottage of Carollnp,]
i a tone of encouragement and cammttelg,
she would exclaim to you, as she’ retired,
Yes, to be
great, North Carolina has only to will to be
80, She has moral aud intellectual energies,
which, if put into action, would command
for her an honoraale apd an enviable eleva-
tion in the Union—an plevation, where the
proudest should concegve themselves hpn-
ored in her smile. Shebas, indeed, though
all unknown to the world, names dear alike
to genius and to science~~names, whicl tl.e
all-enduring hand of fame will inscribé up-
on the proudest pillar of her temple, and
over which the.mest approving smiles of
virtue have been poured. The virtues of
Henderson alone, might atone for the er-
rors of a vicious age, and win from heaven
ar pardon for its frailties and its follies.
Like a proud tower of other days, time-
worn, but unyielding, that lifts its brow to
heaven, itself the imagr of eternity, stan-
ding amidst desolation, he stands, in all the
grandeur of intellectual solitude, upon a
soulless wasfe, over whote dreary and cheer-
less bosom the eye of the mind searches
elsewhere in vain for shelter and a resting
place. If there should prevail every where
cise a dearth of feeling and of thought, to
Lim would I repair, as did the way-favers
of Israel to the moral fountain, so sublime-
ly typified in the rock of the desart. To
him ' would I repar, to renovate, refresh,
and sustain wy spiriy, as to an exhaustless
source of truth, of virtue and of wisdom.
But though we have such men of might a-
mong us, they continue here in

lost tp their country, and expénded, chiefly,
on mere private profess onal pursuits. Such
is the deplorable absence ‘of high feeling
and patriotic pride among our people—such
their profound ignorance, not only of what
cancerns their honor and their rights, but
their interests merely, that instewd of arm-
ing and sending forth their strong men to
thé battle, they seem content to enirust the
conduct of their political rauks to the merest
pigmies of the commaniry. It is a fact,
justly mortifying to the pride of every en-
lightened lover of his country, that though
among our delegation to the National Le-
gislature, there be several worthy gentle-
men, yet many districts of our people have
setected, as the guardians of their political
interests, and the champions of their politi-
cal honour, men who are known to have no
honour of their own, and no ability to de-
fend it, if they had it. | Well may it be said
of them, “*I'he ass knoweth his owner, and
the ox its master’s cribs but Israel doth not
knowy my people do not consider.” The
people do notindeed know, or consider what
they do. They do not considery that the
national government, having from the time
of its organizationy; been invested with a
tstrong controvl over most of the important
objects of legislation, is now fastattracting,
and drawing within the verge of its pow-
er, every cssential interest of the people;
and, consequently, that the thirteen men,
deputed by them to the national legisla-
ture, are probably every day called upo
toidecide questions bearing more decisively
aud vitally upon their rights and welfare,
thian do the whole body of meéasures, which
we here at home have/to act upon in a six-
weeks’ course of legislation. It is not less
appalling than disgusting, to reflect on the
magnitude of the trust, and the imbecility
of the trustees. i
‘While we sit here engaged in listening to

and petitions to legitimate bastards, they are
carrving on stupendous operations, and ex-
pending millions of money, drawh from the
pockets of the people 5 and how expending
it? Aye, how expendingit? Why, the.mo-
ney raised from honest, laborious, and self-
devoted  North Caroling, is expended in o-

who do rhemselves the justice, to send to
their Natinonal Legislature, not topers; and
fools, and vagabonds, but men—men whose
charactlers and talents command for the in-
terest of their peopley a decided preponder-
ance there. North Carolina, the 6th State
in the union, in numbers and intrinsic re-
solrces, is yel the very last in political dig-
nily. She exercises lessinfluence and con-
troul uver the measures of the national go-
vernment, than the litte State of Delaware,
with a single representative, Ir}the appro-

iate and emphatic language of one
l‘{-.w menin oln? national del:gution,d' whom

suggestions of every selfish passion, an i act

a of beauty andef truth,

i

| with a single eye to the honor aad lhe in-

'we may be justly proud, North Carolina is

Ithelr_ehndofthe Union. Yes, sir, we are

it ey continue here in the backe
Bau il maiy E‘Méhomﬁ, their noble energies

petitions for gates, petitions for divorces,

ther States. It is transferredio those States |

the |

the tributaries of the union. *‘In the sweat
of our faces do we earn our bread,” and pay
to our masters what they. demand of us; und
the only benefit which we derive from it,
with some honorable exceptions be it spo-
ken, is the privilege of sending a few cattle
to Washington, to be stalled and fattened
there during the winter, on a part.of the
proceeds of our otn lahour. If ever we dis-
wirb the silence of the hall of Odin, and min-
gle in the din of its gladiators, our *voice
is like that of one from the wilderness,
whom no one heareth.,” ‘The expression of
our wishes is met with bitter scorn, orwith
calm contempt, and cold neglect, from th:

National Legislature, and National Govern-
ment. Why? Because the organs through
which, in a great wmeasure, we choose to
communicate with them, are not entitled$p
respect themselves, and cannot, therefure,
comumand It for us. But il| in *“these piping
times of peace,” they are utterly inadequate
to the great trust confided to them, it is
dreacful, it is horiible to reflecty, what our
people may suffer from their impotency, in
great and dangerous emergencies. And can
we be so infatuated as to indulge the hope,
that we are to be feft forever to the calm and
undisturbed enjoyment of our rights; rights,
to establish which, the wealth ofour fathers
was exhausted, and their best blood poured
forth like water? Believe me, no! Liberty
is.a divinity, whose favor, as it is not to be
won, so neither can it be kept, by the offer-
ings of dullness and luxury. Wisdom and
virtue alone can propitiate her smiles; and
nevér does her votary appear so lovely in

her eyes, as when his glove of mail is dyed

in gore. Sir, the time will come—nay, the
timie is coming,; wheén, without the mos? he-
roical mildness, magnanimity, and forbear-
ance, not this State only, but this mighty
Union, is te be shakeén and convulsed to its
very centre; and it is in these halls—it is in

the halls of legislation, rather than *“the
tented field,” that questions are to be deci-
ued, involving national liberty, or national

slavery—national existence, or mnational

death. In such an event, when that crisis

shall arrive, when the storm that is now si-
lently collecting its wrath, shall actually
burst upon us, what wiil be our attitude ?
Aye, what will be the bearing of North Ca-

cil, as Daniel Barringer, Willis Alston, and
Lemuel Sawyer? Will they protect us? can
they protect us? ’Tis notofious, they nei-

it.

They have not the soul to stand pn ip-

ym and in their fuces
calmly, but boldly, ussert our rights, and
advocate our interests.  Pardon me,. sir,
‘lo not regard this as a proper place to ban-
dy vulgar epithets. I have too much respect
for the gentlemen with whon T am associa-
ted, and before whom I now stand—I have
too much respect for myself, wantonly to
indulge here, in expressiuns of personal hos-
tility. I cherish none towards either of
those unfortunate mens but I feel indignant
and disgusted at the degradation o? my
country, and it is under a sense of public
duty that I speak, when I say that one of
them, is not only without talents and with-
out character, but without free-agency—
that Le is not only a slave to medn ¥nd low
propensities of liis own, but a pimp and a
caterer to the selfish and the sordid passions
of a malignant villian, an.J a vile “landerer.
Yes, heis poverned by a fellow, who is him-
self governed by the Federul Goverament,
who holds a sinecure under the Federal Go-
vernment, and in the last three years has
pocketed ten Thousand dollars From the
treasury of the unior, without having ren-
dered a single act of seryice for it; but has
continued here at home, Tounging about thé
courts of the country, and slandering our
most virtuous and useful ciiizens, only be-
cause they were honester men than himself|
and because, here at home by their country,
who knew them both, they had been more
honorably noticed and advanced. One
might have expected better things from his
age; but the whiteness of bis hair, bleached
by the frosts of fifty winters, forms a singu-
lar and a sad contirast to the darkness of the
thoughts that roll below. But I forbear. It

he is. Let it not be supposed, that because
I thus allude to the characters of mean men,
| who hold high stations in the country, that
I am the less regardful of the honur of my
country. Ilove mycouantry and would die
for her. Yes, sir, if the offering of my poor
life could in aught advance her interests,or
her honor, heaven knows I would lay it
down, as promptly and as cheerfully, as e-
ver gallant entered the bower of consentin
maiden; but though “with all her faults I
love her still,”” I will not flatter those faults
—I will not flatter ber rank vices and follies
—I will not “bend to her idolatries a pa-
tient knee, vor cry aloud, in worship of an
echos” but rather hold a mirror up to her,

full in her face, shall teach her, if possible,

them. Itisright—itisnecessary,she should
see how she 1s gulled and dishonored. She
does not know it—she does not feel it—and
all the ilis she Lears, are to be traced to her

racter and political rights. - I affirm, that
such a sentimensi, as an enlightened regard
to the dignity and the interests of their
ceuntry; does not exist among the mass of
the people of North Carolina; aud, in the

ﬂ‘mbled here, waderthe sagred and respon-

rolina, with such men in ber national coun- |8

ther have the sagacity nor the energy to do|

is a sufficient punishmentto him, to be what|

2| the Rev. Drs. Palwer, Leland nd

which by reflecting her moral deformities |

to turn away, in shame and terror from|

profound insensibility to her political cha-|

sible obligation to guard their h
i serve their rights, and progid
welfare, if you will continue to i
here, with your arms folded and 'wa
heavenito inspire them w"_ {H
of inspiration are no more, and it w
vain and idle in us, to expec

become wise and virtuous, until |
impulse to their slumbering ener
impart that impulse, is the ob
mfeasure I now tender you.
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Poor House &§ Work K
P.:Ul,’(lsal.'s for the purchase of un
cres of good pine Land, in a heaitl
within two miles of Fayetteville, anc
suitable buildings snd improvements
House and a Work House ul 0 y
General Assembly, will be received by the Ware
of the Poor of Cumberland County, until the |
ty Court in March, : L8 LA
Plans and specifications may be seen at the Fost
Office in town, wlere persons dispesed 10 ‘oot
are requested to leave their propesals,
_ COLIN MAC RAE,
For the Wardens 8. T. AAWLEY, CC
JOHN MAC RAE, ) -
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GOODS, which they will sell chea

or retail. . -
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Sugar, Molasges, &e.
u 5 :;lohg:.bNew Ocleans 1ga 4
~ 20 hds. Molasses,
For sile by ; CHARLES T. HAIGH,
February 21. W T > @ 2'-'1.. . L
- Yor Sale, |
5 Barrels prime Jamaica SUGAR, .
: ;g :h !;Inue‘
‘White Lead,
10 bﬁﬁf Train Oil,. -~
20 bbls: lrish Potatoes,
Feb. 21, 182773t = . Lo
'The Charleston Obae
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+.aice, or $3 50 at the expiration of th _
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name of God, I would ask you who are as-|



