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enderson Slayer Gets 20 To 30 Years
licitor Fails 
Fight to Get 

irst Degree
HENDERSON, (C P)—SO- 
CITOR B. R. Tyler refused 
accept pleas of the defense 

unse! for Claudia Wilson on 
ial for the slaying of Oscar 
itchell, youthful tenant on the 
aylor farm, said the shooting 
as a clear case of first degree 
urder and asked for the death 
nalty whpn Wilson was sen- 
need to not less than 20 and 
t  more than 30 years of hard 
>r in state prison here Thurs- 

y morning.
Defense attorney# were ready 
submit Wednesday afternoon 

the state pressed for a jury 
ision, contending that the 

had a strong case of first 
gree murder for which Wilson 

being tried.
he case ended abruptly after 
minutes of testimony when 

fense counsel submitted second 
“ree murder pleas, but Soli- 
r Tyler, refusing to accept 

e plea, disagreed and fought 
r  a first degree charge.
Thfe plea of murder in the sec- 
n d  degree came Thursday 
rning, after the defense failed 
prove Wilson was under in* 
ence of liquor at the time of 

e shooting
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The state pointed out that 
Wilson had told officers he had 
nothing to drink until after the 
shooting and that he was there
fore in full possesion of his fa- 
culities.

Judge Harris accepted the 
plea of second degree murder, 
but he recogniaed the statement 
of solicitor Tyler that accept
ance was not at the recommen
dation of the solicitor, who was 
asking from the jury  a verdict 
of murder in the first degree.

The solicitor led Wilson 
though  an hour of cross exami
nation during which the defen
dant denied challenging Mit
chell to “ repeat his cursings” 
•nd drew admissions of several 
previous arrests and troubleWil- 
#on had been in before.

Wilson said he was drinking 
before and after the shooting 
and Dickie Wilson, Wilson’s 
younger brother, said Claudia 
was drinking before and after 
the shooting and was “ pretty 
good and tight,,. ^

Wilson admitted pulling up a 
neighbor’s tobacco when he was 
on trail for another affray and 
fighting in jail since his arrrat 
for the shooting.

Indications Wednesday night 
were that efforts were being 
made to end the trial witftout 
sending it to the jury, by sub 
miasion to second degree murder 
by tlw defendant.

Wilson had already confessed 
to first degree murder for which 
he waJ? being tried — the first 
such case ever tried in Vance 
county.

His sentence was believed to 
be the longest one ever given a 
white man in the county for kill

One way you can help 
(there are probably many 
others) is finandally. To
tal defense requires huge 
government e x p e n d i 
tures. Part of these funds 
are being raised by bor
rowing. You can do your 
part by purchasing U. S. 
Defense Bonds, which, are 
available at this bank in 
a variety of denomina
tions, r a n g i n g  from 
twenty-five to t^n thou
sand dollars.
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ing a Negro and perhaps the 
first time a white man had ever 
been tried for hi* life for such a 
crime.

The TownVille farmer submit
ted to second degree murder in 
the Vance County Superior 
Court and when Presiding Jud- 
^  W. C. Harris prounced his 

to 30 year sentence, he wept. 
No member of his family, attend
ed him in court.

Two and a half hours were re
quired for selection of the jury, 
first business of the session 
which began on Wednesday 
morning at 9:30 and as usual 
few if any Negroes were in the 
special venire of 50 men sum
moned from which to select the 
Jury and no Negro juror was 
selected.

Indications are that there were 
no eye-witnesses to the shooting 
of Mitchell and that he and Wil
son were alone at a tobacco barn 
they got into an argument on 
August 1, the morning of the 
slaying xwhich resulted in the 
shooting of Mitchell.

In questioning prospective 
jurors, defense counsel indicate 
self defense might be offered 
for the defendant as justifica- 
for his act. |

Wilson testified he shot the 
n«in after he threatened him 
with a long stick and ignored a 
warning.

Deputies previously testified 
Wilson told them on the day of 
the shooting he shot Mitchell af
ter he cursed him and his mo
ther.

All but rebuttal testimony 
was in Wednesday night, taking 
of evidence having begun after 
the noon recess Wednesday, 
since the entire morning had 
been consumed in selecting a ju
ry, from regular tailsmen and 
the special venire of 50 men.

Deputy sheriffs told of Wil
son’s admission to them the 
morning of the shooting that he 
killed Mitchell after Mitchell 
had cursed him and his mother 
when Wilson told Mitchell to 
bring some corn for the hogs.

Deputy E. A. Cottrell, cor  ̂
roborated by Deputy J , C. Tns- 
coe, testified that Wilson had 
said that day he went to the 
house for his shot gun, returned 
and challenged Mitchell to re
peat his statements which Mit
chell did and whereupon Wil
son shot him.

Wilson took the stand and 
pleaded self-defense.

He said he and Mitchell were 
firing tobacco barns all night, 
drank liquor together and that 
the argument about getting the 
porn the next-morning Mitchell 
was advancing on him with a 
long stick, that he warned him 
to. stop and tbtjt Mitchell con
tinued to advance, whereupon 
thie fatal shot was fired.

Dr. H. Mack Thaxton, welt-

Fifty  years ago Mf. C. "W. 
i^ohnston began a system of tex
tile industries which were des
tined to serve the employment 
needs of a number of families in 
North and South Carolina.

Friendly good-will on the part 
of the management of this large 
organization is largely responsi
ble for the succesR of the Johns
ton interests. Producers of color
ed fancy dress and shirting goods 
the Johnston Mills are pioneers 
and leaders in this field. 
KEGROES BENEFIT  

Inculded among tlje vast armj' 
of employees engage by the

S. B. L AGEKTS TO TESTIFY 
IN RIOT CASE AT 
ROXBORO

RALEIGH, (CP)-^-Two a- 
gentis. of the State Bureau of 
Investigation will serve as chief 
state witnesses in the prosecu
tion of members of an attempted 
lynch mob at Roxboro when the 
trial comes up October 13, Fred
erick C. Handy, director of the 
bureau, said Friday.

Clan, who is at present Professor 
of Physics and Mathematies at? 
A. and T. College, Greensboro, 
N. C., hss just published tw i' 
textbooks, namely, ‘ ‘ Manipula^ 
tive Mathematice ’ ’ and ‘ ‘ Expert 
iments in Elementary Physics” .! 
These books are designed to showj 
the relationship betw'een mathe-i 
matics and physics.

The book, “ Manipulative Ma 
thematics” , is especially adapt-i 
ed to college mathematics and^ 
physics courses. Consisting of 
chapters with numerous exam
ples it places em ph^B on vari-; 
ous mathematical procesaes ra:- 
ther than theorem.

Experiment* in Elenrtentar^ 
Physics”  contains directions for 
work with helpful diagrams and 
illustrations for each experiment 

Dr. Thaxton fs a member of 
the American Mathematical So-' 
ciety, American'Physical Socicv 
ty, American Association for the. 
Advancement of Science, and 
Sigma Phi Scientific Society. He 
contributes regularly to thfe 
“ Physical Review”  and several' 
foreign Journals.

Johnston MiOs Aids Negro 
Employees; Several Have Been 
With Company Over 35 Years

known physicist and mathemati.. J'ohnston interests are a nuB»ber

MINNESOTA NAACP PLANS 
COURT ACTION AGAINST 
GOVERNOR I
Minneapolis, Minn. — Becau^ 
Governor Harold Stassen claims 
to be helpless to admit Negroes 
to Minnesota’s Home Defense 
set-up, claiming that he is boupd 
by the “ military ‘code of th*p 
federal army*’ and that th l^  
code excludes jNegroeSv the lo c ^  
branch Of National Assd<5' 
ation for the AdvanQeflrient c 
Cotored People, plans* action i^4 i, 
the state courts against ,‘the gor^ ' 
and the adjutpntfgeneral of.tpg
state. , r * • . i

Months agOĵ  after members ' 
the Nartional ^ la r d  were induQt^j 
ed into the fed<?ral service, Qovtj 
ernor issued afi. executive ordet^ 
nurtiber 19, dfeating-tlje Minnfe* 
sota Home Qefeiite. Th^re wat*; 
no provision iti the order btrrinfr 
participation Negroes. T 

Negroes whq volunteered wei^ 
not accepted and attempts wei^ 
made to set up a Jim  Crow com
pany. The governor appeared be
fore a mass meeting called by th«i 
branch and said he was in total 
disagreement with discrimina
tion. But he stated flatly that it 
was beyond hie power to change 
the situation because he claiiKe^

CHARI (il iL V.

CONGRATULATIONS 

NEGRO COTTON FESTIVAL

ALL KINDS

S E A  F O O D S
IN SEASON

Charlotte Fish & Oyster Co.
300 East Trade Street

of colored workers, some of 
whom have been with the com
pany for more than 35 years.

Typical of this group are the 
men who work in the Highland 
Mills at Charlotte, N. C.

Their station and privileges 
in every respect receive the kind 
coiHsideration of the management 
apd their fellow white employee*.

The firm makes available 
group insurance to all their em- 
pioyees upon the same basis. 
Su^tantiating the fact concern- 
iiig the keen employee interest 
exiisting on the part of the em- 
pToyer, we find the company ex- 
eeutives on the part of these ex
ecutives active in and sincerely 
encouraging all employees to en
gage in the civic and religious 
a ffa irs^ f their community.

: Long term Nejfro employees of 
the firm include James Maxwell 
Tom Sellars, and Will Connors. 
These men have been with the 
company for a total of 75 years. 
When three men remain with an 
organization for a total of 75 
years, it must be a great organ- 
zation!

the Adjutant General' 
must operate; according to '‘the 
federal military code which ex 
culdes Negroes.

SAYS MILITARY POLICE 
ASKED OKLAHOMA STATK
TROOPERS TO ACt AGAINSt 
NEGRO SOLDIERS

NEW YORK — Military po
lice of the 94th Engineers divi 
asked state police to i.itercede 
in moving the troops stijtioned 
at Camp Robinson, Ark., it is 
claimed by .^Vssistant U. S. At- 
torne> General Wendell Berge, 
in a statement releasetl this week 
by the Nati'«ial Association for 
tne Advancement of Colored 
People.

Berge wrote the Assot.-Jation 
For this reason there does not 

appear to be suitable basis for 
federal jurisdiction under the 
Civil Rights Stature.”

The statement came in answer 
to an NAACP request made Sep
tember 10 and accompained by 
affidavits from members of the 
94th Engineers division, thkt 
the Dept, of Justic take ac
tion against state patrolmen and 
civilians who forced Negro sol- 
off a highway near the camp 
slapped Cieutenant Donald Cur
ry, white, made an armed inva
sion of army territory and insul
ted officers and men of the di
vision.
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One Of

CSiarlotte’s Fastest 
Growing Pawnbrokers
We Loan Mtuiey on Anything of 

Value, Including
Jewelry, Watches, Sporting 
Goods, Musical Instruments, 
Kodaks, Lugfirage, Firearms, 

Typewriters, Silverware 
All Business Strictly

C onfidential------------

EXQTING NEWS! JUST RECEIVED

364 MORE F im

DOBBS JEWELRY & 
LOAN 00.

PhcHie 7508 
126 E. Trade Street
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To Sell For

VALUIS

Tweeds * Velours ' * Plaids

* Navys * Couveirts

$1.00 Will Hold Your Purchase

Darling Shop
111 NORTH TRYON

I

THE CHARLOnE NEGRO CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE

Th^ks

Each One And All

For Contributing Thdr Support In Making

THE FIRST ANNUAL

NEGRO COnON FESTIVAL

A SUCCESS


