
Scenes At 34th Annual Session National Negro Insurance Association
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M rst photo shows H. N. Brown of the A tlanta Life Insur - 1  retary; J . D. Shackleford, Louisiana Life Insurance Com- i Third photo: N. H. Bennett, North Carolina M utual l surance Company, New OfU

ance Company, Atlanta, Georgia; vice-president of the Tech- pany. New Orleans, La., and Mrs. Hazel Covington, N orth actuary  reading a paper to the Medical Section. Seated is Executive Section; a t rightBs:
j  f  ® “ eeting of this group a t the Carolina M utual L ife Insurance Company. Second photo: iD r. H. L. Lang, medical director, A tlanta Life Insurance Life Insurance Company, N«<

J4th  sessira of NNIA. Others in  the picture, from left to D. B. M artin, North Carolina M utual Life Insurance Com- Company, vice president of the section. cutive Section
right, are Mrs. Nannie H. Morris, Supreme Liberty Life, sec- I pany, presiding over the Agency Section. ) Fourth photo: left, Rudloph Moses, K eystone Life In-1

vice president of the 
n J . Johnson, Peoples 
secretary of the Ex-

vS K noizi x«F*y v n r'* v iu  D d t n v r s  B iucidiK  w n o
was crowned “Mi^s Tar Heel” of 1954 here on Aug. 26 a t the 
second annual Bathing Beauty Contest staged by the Bull 
City Sporting Club. Miss Farrish represented Sharpe’s Fu
neral Home of Roxboro. «

W  THOMAS, FUHFLAMMK~ 
NABBED IN PETERSBURG, VA.

DANVILLE, VA.
H avert "Babe” Thomas, na

tionally  know n contact m an for 
th e  notorious Dr. “Pedro,” Flim- 
flam m er, w as caught in  P e te rs 
burg, Va. last week, w hile a t 
tem pting  to p u ll another large 
haul. Reports have linked the 
group w ith  operations in  Vir
ginia, N orth Carolina and South 
C arolina recently.

H eadquarters  for the film 
ilam m ers are said  to have been 
in Richmond w here plans had 
been m ade to converge on the 
tobdcco m arkets  in the  three 
states. A m ysterious long dis
tance ca ll from  Richmond to  a  
local resident w as the  tip  off 
th a t th e  group was planning 
fu r th e r  operations In V irginia 
and  N orth  Carolina.

The lu re  of th e  opening o f  the 
D anville Tobacco M arket had 
convinced the rin g  to  try  D an
v ille again. H ow ever a  local 
resident had w arned  the group 
th a t they  w ere still very  “ hot" 
here. Instead  Reidsville, D ur
ham, and S outh Boston w ere 
th e ir  nex t targets. Dr. Pedro, 
iaid to be the brains of the out- 
i i t  is s till a t large.

Thom as is a form er > gospel 
s inger and  at one tim e was em
ployed as an autom obile sales
man in Danville. F o r several 
years he was a  m em ber of a 
3a'nville q u arte t and traveled  
extensively  wiy» It in  this and 
o ther states. j

Thom as and th e  m ysterious 
"Dr. Pedro ,” w ho always m an
ages to  slip th rough th e  fingers 
of the law  is said  to have opera- 
'ad  in New Jersey , N orth C aro 
lina and o ther states. “Difj 
I 'e dro  is described as being  a 
: lightly  built m an of between 
■ S and  40 years of age and 
: bout five feet and 10 inches 
uU . His w eight ranges from  
i bout 135 to 140 pounds. His 
iia ir is blaek an d  he  w ears a 
cllghtly pointed moustache. He 
dresses w ell and  d rive i a  Ca-

.dillac sedan of recent model.
W hen ‘'Dr. P edro” comes in 

to a  tow n he parks his Cadillac 
and  uses another car of lesser 
attrac tion . Thom as a l w a y s  
m akes the contact w ith  the  
victim . His operating devices 
include several bags of coun ter
feit money, ink, chemicals, a 
m etal box and  sheets of onion
sk in  paper cut the size of paper 
money. The blank paper is 
placed on top of each piece of 
rea l money, furnished by th e  
victim , supposedly to have the 
im p rin t transfe rred  from it to  
th e  b lank  piece of paper.

A fter this p a r t of the opera
tion  is com pleted thCj “D octor” 
th en  pretends to  ro ll up th e  stack 
of m oney and place it  in to  th e  
m etal box. He then explodes a  
flash  bu lb  in the  container. The 
v ic tim  is then told to not open 
th e  box until a fter  th ree  hours, 
th e  required  tim e for the  m ak 
ing  process. I t  is during  this 
tim e th a t the “D octor” m akes 
his get-away, after  w hich the 
v ictim  belatedly  discovers th a t 
h e  only  has on his hand play  o r 
coun terfe it m oney in  exchange 

See Danville, P age 8
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NEARLY 5 0 0  REGISTERED 
AT NNIA CONVENTION

Approximately 500 del
egates had registered here at 
Wednesday noon, September 
1 for the 34th annual conven
tion of the National Negro In
surance Association, accord- 

jing  to W.jA. Clement, Chair- 
the local steitfing com

mittee.
The convention opened 

Tuesday morning at 9:30 with 
meetings by the Executive, 
Technicians, Agency and 
Medical sections. The Execu
tive Section was presided 
over soctional vico^presi- • 
dent, Rudolph Moses, secre
tary, Keystone Life Insur
ance Company, New Orleans, 
La. The Technicians Section 
by sectional vice-president, 
N. H. Brown of the Atlanta 
Life insurance Company, At
lanta, Ga., the Agency Sec
tion by sectional vice-presi
dent, D. B. Martin, assistant 
agency director, N. C. Mutual 
Life Insurance Company and 
the Medical Section by sec
tional vice-president, Dr. H. 
L. iiang  medical director, At
lanta Life Insurance Com
pany.

On Tuesday evening in the
B. N. Duke Auditorium at N.
C. College a public meeting 
was held with W. J. Kennedy, 
president, North Carolina 
Mutual Life Insurance Com
pany, presiding in the place 
of G. W. Cox, vice-president 
and agency director. North

HAVERT THOMAS ,

Four of the outstanding personalities in  the 34th annual 
session of the N ational Negro Insurance Association meeting 
here this week are well-known in  business circles of the na
tion and state. Top left is J . G. Ish, Jr., chairm an of the 
Board; Top right, C. L . Townes, Sr., president; bottom left, 
W. J . K ennedy, J r ., president of North Carolina M utual Life 
Insurance Company and bottom right, E. E. Hill, president of 
the Winston M utual Life Insurance Company. The North 
Carolina M utual and the  W inston M utual are co-hosts to the 
annual m eeting of the Association.

Ike And Prattis Feature 
Public Meet Of NNIA

The two most outstanding 
messages to the 34th session 
of the National Negro Insur
ance Association were those 
of President Eisenhower knd 
P. L. Prattis of the Pitts
burgh Courier.

Following is the message of 
the President:

“I am most happy to  send 
my warm best wishes to all 
of you who are attending 
the 34th annual convention 
of the National Negro In 
surance Association.'’

“All Americans m ust con
tinue to w ork for a country 
in which the individual Is 
allowed the greatest liberty  
to build for himself a full 
life, relieved of insecurity 

Seelke, Page 8 P. L.PRATTIS

N.C. Law School 
Rated "A " By 
American Bar

N orth  Carolina College’s Law 
School became the nation’s first 
s tate-supported  Law  School 
w ith  a predom inantly  Negro 
en ro llm en t to m erit accredita
tion by the A m erican B ar As
sociation last week.

A lthough enjoying provision
a l approva l since 1950, NCC 
now  Is now  “fully  approved.”

O nly  H ow ard  U niversity’s 
Law  School is in NCC’s class. 
All o th e r  ABA schools are  p r i
m arily  w hite  institutions.

C ongratu lations were pour
ing in to  NCC at a steady rate 
over th e  w eek-end following 
announcem ent of the ABA 
ac tion  b y  NCC P resid en t A l
fonso E lder and  Dr. A lbert L. 
T u rner, dean of the  Law  unit.

A  source a t NCC said 15 ap 
p lications had  been received in 
m id-A ugust w ith  the probabili
ty  th a t the nvunber w ould rise 
to a ro u n d  20 or 25 by reg istra 
tion tim e  la te r  th is  m onth. NCC 
law  gradua ttes are  now eligible 
for b a r  exam s anjrwhere In the  

See Law School, Page 8

Carolina "Mutual Life Insur
ance Company, who is con
fined at Lincoln Hospital bn 
account of illness.
See NNIA Convention, Page 8

3 Negro StudentslAdmitted 
To High Schoolpn Raleigh

NEW YORK 
When the school bell rings 

next montlis, Negro and 
white children wiU be shar
ing classrooms in a number of 
Southern locahties where 
strict school segregation form
erly was maintained by state 
law, according to a survey of 
the Southern school situation 
being made by the NAACP.

With waiting for the Su
preme Court to issue decrees 
implementing its decision 
which held public school seg
regation to be unconstitution- 
tional, some Southern locali
ties simply are integrating 
their public schools at the be
ginning of the fall terms, the 
Association’s survey shows.

Sim ilar action has been taken  
by severa l Sou thern  colleges and 
universities, as w ell as by some 
p rivate  schools in the  South. 

The Suprem e C ou rt decision

banning segregated  school? was 
the result of cases b roug h t to  the 
high judicia l au th o rity  by th e  
NAACP.

Com m unities an d  cities lo^ 
cated in  five S o u th ern  states 
have annoiuiced public  school 

in tegration  fo r  n ex t m onth, ac
cording to  an  incom plete  ta b u la 
tion  still u n derw ay  in  NAACP 
offices. These s ta tes  a re  Wes* 
V irginia, M issouri, A rkansc 
M aryland and D elaw are.

A t Raleigh, N. C., non-segrega 
tion on the h igh  school level 
w en t into effect a t  th e  C athedral 
La tin  Catholic H igh School When 
three Negro ch ild ren  en ro lled  in 
th e  n in th  grade. A ll w ere girls 
and they  reg iste red  and  w ere ac 
cepted. There w as no undue in 
cident and littlskif any  reactions. 
The nam es of th e  th re e  students 
w ere not available.

. See D esegregation. Page 8
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Carolina M utual L ife Insurance Companies ! 
stone unturned this week to assure the delegates and v ic to rs  attending th e  34tli 
session of the National Negro Insurance Association m eeting here every coBvenience. ^ h e  
top photo shows the members of the  registration and reception committees. Reading f n a t  
left to right, they are: Mesdames Lizzie Crews, Lena Lewis, Lucille Hancock, AraeUe 
Robinson, Miss Geneva Chase, K elly B ryant, Miss B etty Spurlock, Mrs. E tta  HUl, 
V irginia Southerland, Mesdames Lorraines W eaver and Mrs. Louise McCrea.

The center photo is th a t of the Esso booth under the supervision of W endell P. Alktoa, 
(left) and J. A. “Billboard” Jackson. At the bottom  is shown two of the IBM repraiMatetivw 
and E. R. M errick, treasurer of N orth Carolina MutnaL The young lady at tke la lt la 
Miss Sylvia Jones of New Y ork City and at r  ight is Miss AdrieBBe o f SeH itw fy, N. C.
Extrem e righ t is George W. Cox, J r .


