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Reflections of the Florida Highway Tragedy

It didn’t make the front page in the daily
press nor did it raise the editorial ire of its
front offices; the big bell did not toll and
the flags did not flv at hali mast. The 27
Negroes. ncluding €3 children, nine men and
five women all harf®st workers, wha lost
their lives when the bus hauling them side-
swiped a truck and plunged into the murky
waters of a 20-foot deep canal near Belle
Glade, Florida, is another black leaf torn
from the tragic chapter of Negro life in the
deep South. Another incident that did make
the front page of the daily press though was
the brutal beating and stomping of a pros-
strate Negro sit-in last Tuesday by a former
Jackson, Mississippi policeman, while oificers
of the law and other whites looked on with
jubilant approval,

Witen-vou read of the chcapness of Negro
lite in Mississippi  among harvest
'nﬁgram workers tiie indignities they suficr
and the rigors thev undergo to cke out an
existence in this so-cailed land of the free
and home of the brave and the richest nation
m the world. you will marvel that there has
not risen from among them one of their own
or outside of their ranks a leader with vision
and courage enough to demand a better lot
for this humble segment, of American society.
The Mississippi incident and the Florida trag-
edy constitute a true image of what it costs
to he a Negro in-the deep South. 1t can be
repeated again and again in other areay. as
well as in_Jackson, Mississippi and on the
Florida highway: y !

When one, because of his race, is forced
to he housed in the inferior basement quar-
ters Bf a segregated hospital; when he must
furnish the brown an dthe stamina for the
niost menial tasks at wages that do not pro-

and

Educational Statesmanship at N. C. College

The stand taken by President Aifonso Elder
of N.C.. College at last “week's meeting
of white and Negro leaders here when it
was suggested that he exercise his authority
as head of NCC to force its students to re-
main on the campus to prevent them from
taking part in' anti-segregation demonstra-
tions, is refreshing indeed. It sets an exam-
ple of educational statesmanship and leader-
ship which Y‘we hape will e folloyed by other
heads of Negro educational ixxf}itﬁtioué.. in-
cluding eur public scheols principals.

Dr. Elder's action in refusing to pressurize
the-students at NCC into halting the recent
demonstrations in Durham, we trust, is the
beginning of an end to the old southern pat-
tern of handcuffing a, Negro educator with

school prinéipal or a lesser post. Asa result,
the role of a majority of Negro school heads

vide enough money for even the bare neccs-
sities of life, he can be killed much quicker
and much easier on a highway. Or when
one's small children are forced to travel even
as far as 80 miles a day in a schoal bus to
get an education' you will be able to under-
stand just some of tWe reasons for the des.
peration stand Negroes are now taking in
demonstrations against segregation.

For aone hundred vears Negroés have tole-
ated conditions like those mentioned above
with faith and hope that time would bring
them around to the point where they would
be treated as ethers in this country. Instead
of improving, their status remains the . same
with no indication that it will impove at any
time in_the near future. %
faith and ‘hope thdt his white brothers will
ever be willing to accept him as an equal,
have ahout gone.

The sickening stomping of a bleeding and
prastrate Negro at Jackson, Mississippi and
the Florida highway accident that brought
aver 400 relatives to the latier scene, moaning
and crying, are graphic pictures of the deep,
deep wounds suffered(hy black Americans
These stark tragedies of the humble despised
and rejected Negro, the screams of the 13
drowning children who probably neve had
known life as others of their ages. will he
added tp other awful memories of the race.

The cup is running bver, time is running
out and the Black Muslims wait just around
the corner. That'is why there is a deep
churning = of  desperation reflected in the
racial demons'rations now going on in. the
South and other parts of the nation. Action
irom the White House instead of words is
needed now. “He that hath ears to hear,
let him hear.”

and teachers has, generally speaking, been
that of a cowad or sycophant,

A college, above all educational ‘institutions,
should be a place where our young people are
taught 'to think for themselves. This can-
not he achieved if they are going to be regi-
mented on and off the campus to the extent
that they practically become robots. Like-
wise, a college president who allows himself
to hecome merely/a puppet cannot set an ex-
ample of leadership or even citizenship before
his students.

We commend Dr. Elder for the stand he
took, although it comes on the eve of his
retirement as president of NCC. He has set
a fine example for his successor, and it is our
hope ‘that the NCC Trustee Board will use
hre-ditigenee-in-selecting-a—successor-who-is.
capable of following in his footsteps.

The Mayor's Efforts Worthy of Commendation

Efforts on the part of Durham’s Mayor
Wense Grabarek to get at the bottom of the
race problem in ‘this city is. worthy of com-
mendation. Jt furnishes the type of leader-
sdip that;should be followed by other public
offidials. The yquick "action and energetic
leadership furirished by Mayor Grabarek has
been the main s fostemuming the grows

take time out to delve into the causes they
will discover that the demands heing made
' by Negroes are:justifiable and are np more
'tban others would make under similar cir-
cumstances. *That ‘is what Mayor Grabarek
has done. and those of hoth races in Durham

should be grateful for his type of leadership.

As. it now stands the mayor, the various
committees, snb-committees and interesed ci-
tizens are working overtime to bring about
a solution to the problem that will he satis-
factory to sll concerned. ‘In an effort to co-
opemfe with ’th'r?-imaynr' and _a][ those who
are endeavoring to get a better nnaerstanding

ﬁ Ed;, theigratity, of the Negro’s plight we are

urging ‘41l citizens of Durham to use restraint
in their actions and words.

Again, we commend Mayor Graharek for
his timeless efforts and trust that he will
have the cooperation of, every citizen in Dur-
ham who wishes to see this city a better
place for all its people regardless of race,
creed or color.

" The Useless Atfack on the NAACP

Frantic attempt of organizations and indi:
viduals of the deep South to tack a red label
on the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, by charging that the
ranks of the NAACP- have been infiltrated
with communists or other subversive groups,
is about the most ridiculous joke we have
heard of within the past 25 years. It will make
no impression upon responsible persons of
either race all of whom are aware of the un-
questionable record of the NAACP.

1t might not be a bad idea to infofm its ene-
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mies that every Negro who has an ounce of
self respect is either a member of the NAACP
or a staunch supporter of its program, at least
morally if not financially. Those who are
not members of the organization would be
ashamed to admit their non membership in
the presence of respectable .citizens of either
race; even though in some instances discre-
tion might warrant them keeping their mouths
shut.

Until the Negroes in this country rise up
en masse and replace the NAACP 'with some
other organization as tdeir official spokesman
in the matter of civil rights, its enemies are
throwing away their time, money and energy
attacking the organization. The recent at-
tacks on it ought to be good for several thous-
and more NAACP memberships as well as in-
creased moral support of the organization.

Here in Duham where the goal in the pres-
ent NAACP membership drive is 5000 it is
our hope that the recent attack on the or-
ganization will be the means of helping to
achieve that end. We urge our ministers,
teachers and others in positions of leadership
to not anly join the NAACP but use their ju-
fluence in encourage others to joing 1
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A SERVANT OF JESUS

A servant of Jesus Christ
called to be an apostle . . .
Roman 1:3 i -

Spiritually, we findtrue frée
dom in being a servant of
Jesus Christ. One is safe in li-
terally being a slave of Jasus
Christ. Every other form of
slavery is shameful. However,
he who becomes a slave or &
servant of Christ will find the
truest and the highest form of
freedom. The idea of "being: 3
servant of Christ carries the
meaning of full, unconditional
surrender. Thus to give your
self fully to Christ is to find
the highest possible @ fulfill-
ment for this ife af a human
being in a workd like this. Th4
true servant, in Christ, ‘find¥'

_fulfillment and freedom. So

what we all so ardently long
for can be found in Christ, the
Savior. [
The true Servant of Chris}
finds lif> fulfilled in terms. of-
its richness and beauty: Sery-
anthood for Christ, then, should
be a joyous experience. Paul
willingly gave up the fame,

INSIGHT

‘We Find True Freedom Only In
Being a Servant of Jesus Christ

7, '~ PRESSURE
% % GROUPS' .

riches and glories of the world
to become a Sacrificial Servant
of Christ’'the Savior. He could
truthfully say for Christ’s sake
I surrendered ail. He gave up
all to "become & Servant of
Christ. He gave up al] without
regrets. Yes, he whn gives up
all for Christ will find all —
the Servant-of Christ #nda all
that 4s noblest. Life is empty
without a satistying fulfilment.

+And this fulfilment i¢ found at

its best by one .who becomes a
Servant of Christ. Countless
numbars who have become lov-
ing Servants of Christ bear wit
ness to this truth. ’
Slavery for Christ means
freedom. In Christ w2 become
slaves so that we may ascend
to the lofty. sublime heights

_of. true freedom. In Chrlsf we

eive up all and w find all that
is best. We all must choose. no
one can escape. Wa are either

,§laves .of Christ or sin. Sin’s

slavery ends in unhappiness,
tears, misery and death. Sin is
death for it isolates from God.
Christ. on the other hand. is
true freedom for he heals the

SOUTHERN NICHTMARE

A few days back, the wire
services carried a statement re-
portedly made by Jessd Owens,
who won lasting fame ag an
Olympic  star and Wwhose
achievements were resented by
Adolph Hitler, 'Jesse wa$ quo-
ted as saying he didn’t" see
what good Floyd Patterson‘and
I could achieve by makifZour
trip to Birmingham ‘#t<the

height of the- racial uble
brought about by qe':%tra-'

tions of the Negro pegple. He
was future quoted as @tating
he had “never allowed himgel”
to become  involved in such
situations.

I was more than surprised
that Jasse Owens could' allow
himself to be so quoted. I
think it was perfectly clear to
most people that Floyd and 1
went to 'Birmingham because
we were invited there by Dr.
Mattis Luther King. We both
fslt that if Dr. King and those
heroic marching kids could
make the kind of sacrifices they
made, the least that we in the
North can do Is to express our
gratitude. Floyd and I wanted
to lot Dr. King and his follow-
g know that we are on their
side. We feel that any time the
President pf SCLC or any of
the other clvil right leaders in
the South'think we can help,
we owe It to ourselves and to
them to do ‘!l we possibly can.

We have ‘been- criticlsed by
pros. Yet ne matter who says

what, it does not change our
datermination to do things and
say the things we believe.
While it may not please others
for us to take certain stands,
we are willing to face any of
our critics 80 lang as we are
doing what we feel is right.
We could understand the
New York Daily News writing
an editoria] agreeing with the
Alabama editor who told Pre.
sident Kennedy that things
would be fine in Birmingham
if “outside agitators” like
Patterson, Dr. King and I stay
ed away. The Daily News. in
our opinion, has taken consi-
stent stands against the best in-
terests of minority people.
But we couldn’t understand

- this kind of attitude expressad

by one of our great athletes
who ran into the same kind of
bigotry In Berlin which is alive
in Birmingham.

We wired Jesse in Chicago
to ask if it was true that he
had allowed himself tno be used
to express throughts which
could * help the enemies of
racia]l progress and true demo-
cracy. Jesse explained that he
had not intended to knock what
Flovd and I had done. He ad-
mitted Yo n sincere fear-that
our trip might have inflamed
the situation. I told Jesse that
I hoped he realized how
valuable it is to the segrega-

. tionista: to be:abis.- 10 - quote 2

highly respected Negro who

THEY DEMAND HIS GRIP BE REMOVED NOW, MR. PRESIDENT

m——

breach restores us to true fel-
lowship* with GOD THE CREA-
TOR. The slaves of Christ, in
God, will tind true freedom.
The Servant of Christ re-
ceive the matchless spiritual
gifts of peance, joy, love and
life eternal. The Servant of
Christ escapes the conflict of
sin to find the matchless peace
of God. Christ offers.a way of
escape from our-world -of con-
flict. And the Servant of Christ
finds an inexpressible joy
through the spiritual operation
in the sinful soul called salva-
tion. So Chrigt, i5 indeed the joy
of our salvation. Christ gives a
joy the world cannot give.
Christ, furthur, gives a rare joy
the world cannot take away.
Christ unites us with a God of

POOR LITTLE CHILD

“A man_died the other day
before he become a father”
sald Simple. “‘His wife s pre-
gnant and their baby wil¥ be
born in Harlem without a papa.
But they was married. Wilbur's
child will have a name. I have
knowed many children in my
time borned without names,
mama was not married;” and
papa was God knows where.
Maybe it is better papa be
dead.”

“That is an artificial con-
ception,”” 1 said. “No’ child
‘should have to suffer because
gf the status of parehts. Any
¢hild - born “imto this - world
should be born a full citizen,
marriage license or not before-
hand.” 1

“I' agree,” said Slmple. “the
baby should not Bé responsi-
bis for what papa: and mams
did or did not do. But the wav
it is now. many a girl has been
sent away from homs because
she was'having a child and she
had not been able to get the
man ta'get a ligense to have it
Many a ybung boy has lied and
8aid, ‘I didn’t touch that girl,
when he knows dog-gone well
he did. Many a boy has come
squalling into this world wiih-
out benefit of a church wed-
ding, or any ather kind whatso
ever, with no name but his
mama’s name. Papa is God
knows where. Anyhow, Wilbur
died the other day — just a
few wAdks before his -child
was-due to he borned. His wi-
dow were prostrated. They sav
she leaned over the coffin and
screamed; “Jimboy, Why did you
#o — and me and you about to
have this child? Jimboy, why
did vou leave me?’

“Jimboy just laid there in the
casket cool and'did not answer.
Jimboy had done gone and left
his wif» and child. God had
taken Jimboy. Now. there is
amny things in this life that is
hard to understand. One fs, why
would God take a man awav

brfore his child ‘Is borpz I do’

not know, do you?”

“No, I do_not know,” I said

“Esnecially if.it I8 a colored
<child.” declgred Simple,, ‘fsuch
@ thing should not huppen. A
calored child has got a hard
row to hne. A colored child i=

born behind the eight-hall; in

any case. parents married or

love with power to redeem and__pnt A - enloped-child—is pn-—oe-

o rich life. And finally, the
™Nvant ot Christ, shares in
Christ’s victory over death.

He who would find true free-
dom must find it in the radeem
ing love of God as revealed'in
Christ crucified and risen son
of God.

takes this kind of stand. What
Floyd and I did was not very
much to do — especially' when .
you think of the real heroism
of a Dick Gregory and ar‘i'.Al
Hibbler, who truly let ‘the
Southern Negro know he does
not stand alone,

Both Floyd and I are happy
that we went to see Dr. King
and to speak at mas# rallies. If
was one of the most moving ex-
periences of our lives. Dr. King
made us feel very Humble in
his attitude and statements that
we had brought a little in-
spiration and encouragement to
kids who braved the night-
sticks, the police dogs — and
now — dismissal from school to
help all of us.

We must keep these young:
sters aware — and =specially

phan of the storm. To tell the
truth It dn not make murh dif-

{ference if. a colored child is

horn 'in or ou nf a marriage
license. He is. st1i black:!

LANGSTON
HUGHES
.

“To make things legal” 1
said, “it better to be born in
wed-lock - you know, property
rights and such — also pro-
priety.”

“Most colored folks has got
no property to amount to any-
thing io give a ehild, no how,”
said Simple. A ’child, it he is
colored, is lucky to inherit any-
thing at all.” i

“Then such a child should at
least have a name,” I said.

“Franklin D. Roosevelt Jones
is n fin? name,” declared Sim-
ple,y “or Abraham ' Lincoln
Brown, or Mohammed X. Jen-
king."

«“providing your.ichild is a
Muslim,” T sald.: “Mohammed
X. is not a Christian.”

“Neither is he a Jaw,” said
Simple, “so he must be a son-
of-a-gun! All babies born with-
owt fathors could be named
Mohammed X., then they could
speak their minds without bhe-
ing afraid of nobody. Mr. X.
speaks his mind.”

“Does he speak your mind?”
I asked.

“When he does not speak
out of his mind’ said Stmple.
“Suppose I was a baby born
without a father, 1 would he
mad enough to go back and
ask where I came from. I
would say, ‘How come and
why, I haye no name? Which
and wherefore is my back-
ground? Who papa-ed m#? Ma.
ma, what is your story? Am
I or am [ not what I'is?" Do
you know one thing, there is
a lot of girl babies in Harlem
these days ought to be named
Welfare,; and a lot of boy
babies should be named Re-
lief, born as they is with nn
visible means of support. If
papa and mama is married. fu-
ture babies cauld be named In-
come Tax, Witholding Tax, or
Denendent. Suppose I had a girl
child and I named her Depen-
dent Simple,| just think how
much more Welfare money 1
conld deduct®1f Welfare and
Relief was twins, thev would
take care «of me and their
mother the rest of their
lives. I reckon Wilbur's wife
will have to go on wslfara now.
If the child has no living
father, at lrast relief will give
it some milk. Wilbur did not
mean to die so .voune. But
Since—he-da—not—live-in-New-
burg, I reckon his baby will
not starve. Peace he untn Wil
bur! God rest hiz soul! Bless
his Harlem child!”

Letter to the Editor

No one can ‘correctly estimate
the influence. PThe Demonstrators
have had' dn the majority of Dur-
ham’s Negro cftizens the past few
days.. In this open letter to them
I feel that' my. views. are shared
hv many--residents of this city
who for s0 long have been sec-
ond cluss eltizens, but first class
tax payers,

You have transmittea an emo-
tional atmosphere to our com
munity that will not be easily
forgotten- or discouraged. For
years the Negro of this city has
been restricted in such areas as
recreation. joh opportunities and
public eating places. Thank God
thought is being recognized and
rageous activities the future looks
brighter and equality is inevi-
table. Your separate level of
though is being recogmzed and

the interest that you have stirred
will undouhtedly bring faverable
results.

Your intellectual and. peaceful
anproach towards equality “has
dampened the spirits of local seg-
regationists and hecklers and dis
couraged them in their role to
challenge our purpose and direc
tion. You have truly made a sig-

nificant contribution to, our
causc,
Your unylelding  conviction

that all men are created equal
has been displayed and you have
won the hearts and co-opefation

of many Durhamites of ‘* both
races,

Charles E. Utley
Durham, N. C.

we who have been fortunate — p

like Floyd, Jesss and myself
— that no Negro has it made,
regardless of his fame, positipn
or money — until the most un-
derprivileged Negro enjoys his
rights as a free man,

Heroes of the
Emancipation

SAMUEL CORNISH

The movement for self-im-
provement among free Negro=s
during slavery was of major
importance in the long struggle
for freedom. There were
schools for free Negroes in
Boston, Philadelphia and New
York which provided training
for some of the most imnortant
Negro leaders in the antislavery
movement. One of the men edu
cated in Philadelphia schools
was Samuel Cornish, who was
free-born in  Delaware. The
vear of Cornish’s birth ia not
known although it iz bslieved

v

to have been about 1790.

Cornish went to New York
from Philadelphia where he or-
ganized the first Negro Pres
byterian congregation in 1822.

Later, he turned his talents
to jourmalism and in 1827, to-
gether with John B. Russwurm,
founded this country’s first
Negro newspaper, FREEDOM'S
JOURNAL. Although Russ.
wurm spon “emigrated to
Africs, Cornish continued to
edit it and its successors with
fiery vigor and enthusiasm for
the next twenty years.

Cornish was one of the ma’or
tigures in Abolitionist journal:
ism. His FREEDOM'S JOURN-
AL and other organs campaign-
ed unrelentingly for full citi-
zenship and equality of the Ne.
gra. Cornish was a participant
in many different reform pro-
grams: a trustee of the free
schaols for Negroes iin. New
York City, a very-active- mem-
ber of the American Anti-
Slavery Society and an enes-
Setic promoter of higher educa-

= . U}

tion for persons of color. In
fact, Cornish was one of the
tirst persons to approach the
race problem from an economie
point of view.

During this period of danger
&nd doubt, in ine early days of
the anti-slavery struggle, Ne-
gro leaders like Purvis, Wright.
Forten and Cornish fought side
hy side with such white Aboli-
tfonists as Garrison and Theo-
dore D. Weld. They wrote and
published pamphlets and books;
circulated petitions; organized
and attended conventions; and
made many speeches. At the
same time hundreds of unkown
Negroes helped run the under-
ground railroad.

Cornish’s FREEDOM'S JOUR
NAL helped to give the Negro-
es a sense nf community. When
a group of prominent Philadel-
phia Negro leaders urged Ne-
groes to- abandon use of the
word “colored” and instead use

the term “Oppresssd ~Ameri-’

cans,” Cornish retorted scath-
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