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Reflections of tlie Florida Highway Tragedy
I t  d id n ’t  m a k e  th e  front paj ;e  in t h e  dai ly  

p r e s s  n o r  did it ra i se  th e  ed i to r ia l  i re  o f  it s  

f r o n t  o f f i c e s ; t h e  bijf bel l d id n o t  to ll and  

th e  f la g s  did  not fiv a t  h a l f  Ina^t. T h e  27 

XegToes. Inc lu d in g  C c h i l d r e n ,  n ine  m e n  and  

five w o m e n  all h a f^ s t  workers, w h o  lo s t 

t h e i r  lives w h e n  th e  h us  h a u l in g  t h e m  side- 

sw ip ed  a t r u c k  an d  ))lunged in to  th e  m u r k y  

w a t e r s  o f  a 20-foot deep  canal n e a r  Uelle 

G lade .  F lo r ida ,  is a n o t h e r  black leaf  t o r n  

f r o m  th e  t r a g i c  cha]>ter o f  X e g ro  li fe in the  

d e e p  Sou th .  A n o th e r  inc iden t  tha t  did  m a k e  

t h e  f ro n t  )>age o f  th e  dai ly  p res s  t h o u g h  w as  

t h e  b ru ta l  h e a t in g  an d  .'•tnniping o f  a ji ros- 

s t r a t e  X e g ro  s it- in  last T u e sd a y  by a f o n n c r  

J a c k s o n .  M ississ ippi po l icem an , w hile  o f f ice rs  

o f  th e  la w  a n d  o th e r  w h i te s  looked on w i th  

ju b i la n t  app ro v a l .

W'I’en  yo u  read  o f  th e  chea im ess  o f  X e g r o  

li fe  in M ississ ippi a n io n g  harve.'it and  

n n g r a n t  w o r k e r s  t i ie  ind ign it ies  th e y  s u fu T  

an<l t h e  r i g o r s  th e y  u n d e r g o  to  e k e  out an 

ex i .stence in th i s  so-caile<l land  o f  th e  free 

a n d  h o m e  of th e  b rav e  and  th e  r ic h es t  n a t ion  

in th e  w or ld ,  yo u  will m a rv e l  th a t  th e r e  has  

no t  r is en  f ro m  a m o n g  th e m  on e  of t h e i r  ow n 

o r  o u t s id e  o f  th e i r  r a n k s  a le ade r  w i th  vis ion 

a n d  c o u ra g e  en tm gh  to  d em an d  a b e t t e r  lot 

fo r  th i s  h u m b le  s eg m e n t  o f  A m er ican  socie ty . 

T h e  Missis'*ippi incJdeut anil th e  F’'lori<la t r a g ­

edy c o n s t i t u t e  a t r u e  im age  o f  w h a t  it cos ts  

t o  he  a X e g r o  in th e  deep  Sou th .  I t  can  be 

r e p e a te d  ag a in  and  ag a in  in o th e r  area:^. as 

w ell  a s  in  J a c k s o n .  M ississ ippi aild oil th e  

Flurid i)  highwj^y:
W h e n  one,  b ecause  of h is  race,  is fo rced  

t o  be ho u sed  in th e  in fe r io r  b a s e m e n t  q u a r ­

t e r s  &{ a  s e g re g a t e d  h o s p i t a l ; w hen  he  tn u s t  

f u r n i s h  th e  b r o w n  an  d th e  s ta m in a  for th e  

u io s t  m e n ia l  t a s k s  a t  w a g e s  th a t  dp tiot  p r o ­

v ide e n o u g h  m o n e y  f o r  even  th e  h a re  n e c e s ­

s i t ie s  o f  life, he  can be  kil led m uch  q u ic k e r  

an d  m u c h  e a s i e r  on  a  h ig h w a y .  O r  w h en  

o n e 's  sm al l  ch i ld ren  a r e  forced  to  t r a v e l  even  

as  fa r  a s  80 m i les  a  day  in a  school b u s  to  

g e t  an e d u c a t io n ’ you  will he  ab le to  u n d e r ­

s ta n d  ju s t  .some o f  t h e  r e a so n s  fo r  t h e  d es ­

p e r a t io n  s ta n d  X e g ro e s  a r e  n ow  t a k in g  in 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a g a in s t  s e g re y a t io n .

F o r  o n e  h u n d re d  y e a r s  N e g r o e s  h av e  to le-  

a t e d  c o n d i t io n s  like th o s e  m e n t io n e d  above  

w i th  f a i th  an d  hope th a t  t im e  w ould  b r in g  

t h e m  a ro u n d  to  the  po in t  w h e re  th e y  w o u ld  

be  t r e a t e d  as n th e r s  in th is  c o u n t ry .  In s te a d  

o f  im p rov ing ,  t h e i r  s t a t u s  r e m a in s  th e  sam e  

w i th  no  ind ica t ion  th a t  it wil l im p ove  a t  an y  

t im e  in th e  n e a r  fu tu re .  In  sh o r t ,  b o th  th e  

fa i th  an d  hope th a t  h i s  w h i te  b r o th e r s  will 

e v e r  be w il l ing  to  ac cep t  h im  as  an  equa l,  
h ave  ab o u t  gone .

T h e  s ick e n in g  s to m p in g  o f  a b le ed ing  an d  

p ro .s tra te  X e g r o  a t  J a c k s o n ,  M iss i ss ipp i  and  

th e  F lo r ida  h ig h w a y  ac c iden t  t h a t  b r o u g h t  

o v e r  400 r e la t iv e s  to  th e  l a t t e r  scene ,  m o a n in g  

an d  c ry in g ,  a r e  g r a p h ic  p ic tu re s  of th e  deep, 

deep  w o u n d s  su f fe red ?  by b lack  A m e r i c a n s  

T h e se  s t a r k  t r a g e d ie s  o f  th e  h u m b le  desp ised  

an d  re je c te d  X e g io ,  th e  s c r e a m s  o f  th e  13 

d r o w n in g  ch i ld ren  w h o  p ro b ab ly  neve  had  

knrnvn life ati o th e r s  of' t h e i r  ages ,  w il l !)e 

added  tp  o th e r  aw fu l  m e m o r ie s  of th e  ra re .

T h e  c u p  is r u n n in g  over ,  t i tu e  is r u n n in g  

o u t  an<f th e  I3lack_ ^^usl^r^s « ’a i t  j u s t  a ro u n d  

t h e  co rn e r .  T h a t  ‘ is w hy  th e r e  is a deep  

c h u r n in g  of d e s p e ra t io n  re f lec te d  in the  

rac ia l  d e m o n s ' r a t i o n s  n ow  g o in g  o n  in  th e  

S o u th  a n d  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  n a t io n .  .Action 

f ro m  th e  W h i t e  H o u se  in s te ad  o f  w o r d s  is 

n ee ded  now . “ H e  t h a t  h a th  e a r s  to  h ea r ,  
le t  h im  h e a r , ’’

Educational Statesmansiiip at N. C. College
T h e  s t a n d  t a k e n  by  P re s id e n t  A lfo n so  E ld e r  

o f  X. C .' College  a t  la st  w e e k ’s m e e t in g  

o f  w h i te  an d  X e g ro  lead ers  h e re  w hen  it 

w a s  s u g g e s te d  th a t  he  exe rc ise  his  a u t h o r i t y  

a s  hea d  o f  X CC to  force i t s  s tu d e n t s  t o  r e ­

m a in  on  the  ca m p u s  to  p re v e n t  t h e m  f ro m  

t a k i n g  p a r t  in a n t i - s e g r e g a t io n  d e m o n s t r a ­

t i o n s ,  i s  r e f r e s h in g  indeed. I t  se ts  a n  e x a m ­

p le  o f  ed u c a t io n a l  s t a t e s m a n s h ip  a n d  l e a d e r ­

s h ip  w h ich  w e  ^ o p e  tyiH h e  folloi^ved^ b y  o^her 

h e a d s  o f  S.>rfro e d u c a t io n a l  in.^it»4tions.. in ­

c lu d in g  o u r  ^Jul)lic schoo ls  p r inc ipals .

Dr. E l d e r ’s ac t ion  in r e f u s in g  to  p re s s u r iz e  

t h e - s t i n l e n t s  a t  N CC in fo  h a l t in g  th e  r e c e n t  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  in D u r h a m ,  w e t r u s t ,  is th e  

b e g in n in g  o f  an  end to  th e  old  s o u th e rn  ]ia t-  

t e r n  o f  h a n d c u f f in g  a  N e g r o  e d u c a to r  w i th  
a a  n rn l l e g e  p r e s id en t ,  public

school pr in ty>a l o r  a lesser, po.st. .As a resu l t ,  

t h e  ro le  ibf a m a jo r i t y  o f  N e g r o  school hea d s

The Mayor's Efforts Worthy of Comniendation
E f f o r t s  on  th e  l « r t  o f  D u r h a m 's  ^ l a y o r  

W e n s e  G r a b a r e k  to  g e t  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  of th e  

r a c e  p ro b le m  in t h i s  c i ty  is w o r th y  o f  co m ­
m e n d a t io n .  J t  fu rn ish es  th e  ty])e o j  le ader-  

sd ip  t h a t  shou ld  be  fo l low ed  by  o t h e r  public 

offi-^ials. T j ie  Vquick a c t io n  dnd e n e rg e t i c  

l e a d e rs h ip  fiintisived by M a y o r  G r a b a r e k  has  

b e e n  *he f t f ^ t « T m u n g  t h e  ^ r o w -

I t  I! ^ -

d e m n  a n d  cri t ic ize  th e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  will 

t a k e  t i m e  o u t  t o  delve in to  t h e  c a u se s  th e y  

wil l d isco v e r  th a t  th e  d e m a n d s  b e in g  m a d e  

\ by  N e g r o e s  a r e  ju s t i f iab le  a n d  a r e  n o  m o re  

th a n  o th e r s  w ould  m a k e  un<ler s im i la r  c i r ­
cu m s ta n c e s .  T h a t  is  w h a t  M a y o r  G r a b a r e k  

h a s  d on e ,  an d  tho se  o f  IWith r ac es  in D u rh a m

The Useless Attack on the NAACP
F r a n t i c  a t t e m p t  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n s  an d  indi­

v idu a ls  o f  th e  deep  S ou th  to  ta ck  a  red  label  

on  th e  N a t i o n a l  .Association fo r  th e  \d v a n c e -  

m e n t  o f  C o lo red  People ,  by  c h a r g in g  th a t  the  

r a n k s  o f  th e  N.XACP have  been  in f i l t r a te d  

w i th  c o m m u n i s t s  o r  o th e r  s u b v e rs iv e  grou])S, 
is  ab o u t  the  m o s t  r id icu lous  jo k e  w e liave 

h e a rd  o f  w i th in  th e  p as t  25 y e a r s .  I t will m a k e  

n o  im p ress io n  ujKtn resjKmsible ))ersous  of 

e i t h e r  r a c e  al l o f  w h o m  a r e  a w a r e  o f  th e  u n ­

q u e s t io n a b le  r e c o rd  o f  th e  N.V.'\CP.

I t  m ig h t  no t  be  a bad  idea t o  infoi*m its ene-
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m ies  t h a t  ev e ry  N e g r o  w h o  h a s  an  o un ce  o f  

se lf  resp ec t  is e i th e r  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  N A A C P  

o r  a s tau n c h  s u p p o r te r  o f  i t s  p r o g r a m ,  a t  leas t  

m o ra l ly  if n o t  f inancia lly .  T h o s e  w h o  a re  

no t  m e m b e rs  o f  the  o rg a n i z a t io n  w ou ld  be 

ash a m e d  to  a d m i t  th e i r  n o n  m e m b e r s h ip  in 

th e  p resence  o f  re sp ec tab le  c i t i z e n s  o f  c i th e r  

race,'  ev e n  th o u g h  in so m e in s ta n c e s  d i s c r e ­

t i o n  m ig h t  w a r r a n t  t h e m  k e e p in g  th e i r  m o u th s  

shut.

U nti l  th e  N e g ro e s  in th i s  c o u n t r y  r ise  up 

en m a ss e  and replace  th e  N A.- \CP  w i th  som e 

o th e r  o rg a n iz a t io n  as td e i r  o ff ic ia l  s j iok esm an  

in th e  m a t t e r  o f  civil r ig h t s ,  i t s  en e m ie s  a re  

t h r o w in g  a w a y  th e i r  t im e ,  m o n e y  an d  e n e rg y  

a t t a c k i n g  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n .  T h e  r e c e n t  a t ­

ta c k s  on it o u g h t  to  be goo d  fo r  severa l  t h o u s ­

a n d  m o re  XA.A.CP ,membershi] )s  as  well  as  in- 

crea.sed m o ra l  su p jw r t  o f  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n .

H e r e  in D u h a m  w h e r e  t h e  g o a l  in t h e  j>res- 

e n t  N.AACP m e m b e r s h ip  d r ive  is 5.000 it is 

o u r  h o p e  th a t  th e  re c e n t  a t t a c k  on th e  o r ­

g a n iz a t io n  w ill  be  th e  m e a n s  o f  h e lp in g  t o  

ac h ieve  th a t  end .  W e  uri^e o u r  m in is te r s ,  

t e a c h e r !  and o th e r s  in positlions o f  le ad e rs h ip  

to not only join the NAACP but use  t h e i r  in­
fluence in encourage o t h e r i  to jo i n ^
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W e Find True Freedom Only In 
j Being a Servant of Jesus Christ

a n d  te a c h e r s  has ,  g e n e ra l l y  s p eak ing ,  been  

th a t  o f  a  co w ad  o r  s ycop han t ,

A college , a lw v e  all ed u c a t io n a l  In s t i t u t io n s ,  

shou ld  b e  a p lace  w h e re  oti r y o u n g  people  a re  

t a u g h t  t o  t h in k  for th e m s e lv e s .  T h is  c a n ­

n o t  be ac h iev ed  if  th e y  a r e  goin.g to  be r e g i ­

m e n te d  on an d  o f f  t h e  cam pus  to  th e  e x t e n t  

th a t  th e y  p rac t ic a l ly  b ecom e ro b o ts .  L ik e ­

w ise,  a  co l lege  p re s id e n t  w h o  a l lo w s  h im se lf  

to  b e c o m e  m e r e ly  a pu p p e t  ca n n o t  se t  an  e x ­

am p le  o f  le adersh ip  o r  even  c i t iz en sh ip  b e fo re  

h is  s tu d en ts .
W e  c o m m e n d  D r.  R ide r  fo r  th e  s ta n d  he 

to o k ,  a l t h o u g h  it co m es  on  th e  e.ve o f  his 

r e t i r e m e n t  a s  p re s id e n t  of NCC. H e  h a s  set 

a fine e x a m p le  fo r  his successo r ,  and  it  is  o u r  

ho])e t h a t  t h e  NCC T r u s t e e  B o a rd  w il l use  
- in  -sele€4iftg a  SHCceitso r  w h o  i s -  

c a p ab le  o f  fo l lo w ing  in  his  fo o ts te p s .

shou ld  b e  g r a t e f u l  for  his  type '  of le adersh ip .

A s it n o w  s ta n d s  t h e  m a y o r ,  th e  v a r io u s  

c o m m it te e s ,  s u b -c o m m it t e e s  and  in t e re s e d  ci­

t iz ens  a r e  w o r k i n g  o v e r t im e  to  b r in g  a b o u t  

a so lu t io n  to  t h e  p rob le m  th a t  will b e  s a t i s ­

f a c to ry  t o  al l co ncerned .  I n  a n  e f f o r t  to  co ­
o p e r a te  witi i  t h ' e ' ^ a y o r  an d  .aU th o s e  w h o  

a r e  e n d e a v o r in g  t o  g e t  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d in g

J l t < S ^ r n * i t f  o f  th e  N e g r o ’s p l ig h t  w e  a r e  

u r g i n 'g l l l  c i tu te ns  of D u r h a m  to  use  r e s t r a in t  

in th e i r  a c t io n s  an d  w o rd s .
■Again, w e  c o m m e n d  M a y o r  G ra b a r e k  fo r  

h is  t im e le s s  e f f o r t s  a n d  t r u s t  th a t  h e  wil l 

have  th e  c o o p e ra t i o n  o t  ev e ry  c i t iz en  in D u r ­

h a m  w h o  w is h e s  to  see  th i s  c i ty  a  b e t t e r  

p lace fo r  all i t s  p eop le  r e g a rd l e s s  of race,  

c re ed  o r  co lor.

A SERVAOT OF JE^US
"A  iar« 'a iit of C h ris t

called to be an  apo itl*  , . 
Rom an 1:3 t i

S p iritually , w e fin 'dTfue f rM  
dom  in  being a se rv an t of 
Jesus  Christ. O ne is safe in li­
te ra lly  being a slave  of Jesus 
Christ. Every  o th e r  fo rm  of 
s lavery  is sham efu l. H ow ever, 
he  w ho becomes a slave o r  a 
se rv an t of Christ w ill find the  
t ru e s t and  the h ighest fo rm  ol 
freedom . The idea of being- a 
se rv an t of C hris t ca rries  the 
m ean ing  of fu ll, unconditional 
s u rrender. Thus to  give y o u ^  
self fu lly  to C h ris t is to  find 
th e  h ighest possible fu lfi ll­
m en t fo r  this ife o f  a hum an  
being in a  w orld  l ike  this. Th4 
t r u e  servant, in  C hrist, flndtl' 

_fu!fillmen_^ and freedom . So 
w h a t w e all so a rden tly  long 
fo r can be found in Christ, th e  
Savior.

The tru e  S e rv a n t of. p h ris^  
finds life fu lfilled in te rm s  o i 
its richness an d  beauty . Sery- 
an thood  <or Christ, then , should  
be a .loyouB experience . P au l 
willingly gave up  the fam e.

riches an d  glories of th e  w orld 
to becom e a sacrificial S ervant 
of C h r is t ' th e  SaVipr. H e could 
t ru th fu lly  say  fo r  Chri.st’s sake 
I su rren d e red  all. He g ave  up 
a ll to becom e a  S e rv an t ol 
C hrist. H e gave u p  all w ith o u t 
reg re ts . Y«s, he w ho gives up 
a l l  fo r Christ w ill f ind  all — 
th e  S e rv an t pf C hrist ^ n d a  all 
th a t  Is noblest. Life is em pty  
w ith o u t a satisfying fu lfi lm en t. 
A nd th is  fulfilnnent foim d at 
its  bes t by one w ho becom es a 
S e rv an t of Christ. C ountless 
num ljers  w ho have becorne lov ­
ing Servan ts  of C h ris t b ea r  w it 
ne.s<! to  th is  tru th .

S lave ry  for C h ris t m eans 
freedom . In  Christ w e become 
slave.i so th a t  w e m ay  ascend 
to  th e  lofty, sub lim e h^'ights 
p f  true , ^''eedorn. In QhrlsJ we 
eive u p  all and we find all th a t 
is best. We all m ust choose, no 
one ca n  escape. We a re  e i th e r  
f laves  of Christ or sin. S in ’s 
s lav e ry  ends in unhappiness, 
t “ar^. m ise ry  and death . S in  is 
dpath  fo r  it isolates from  God. 
Christ, on the o th e r  hand, is 
t ru e  freedom  for he heals the

Jackie
Babinsq^,
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SOUTHERN NIGHTMARE
A few  days back , the  w ire  

serv ices ca rried  a s ta te^ ien t re ­
po rted ly  made by  J e s s^  CW«fens, 
w ho  won lasting fame, a^ an 
O lym pic s ta r  and  ^  h  o s e  
achievem ents  w ere  resented  by 
A dolph H itler. Jesse wan quo­
te d  as saying he  didn’t '  see 
w h a t good Floyd Pattersffln 'and 
I could achieve by  maklij^^ipur 
t r ip  to  B irm ingham  »P '' 'th e  
heigh t of the • rac ia l tilDuble 
b rough t about by ^epnm^tra- 
tions of the  N egro  p e q j ^ i  He 
w as fu tu re  quo ted  as gitating 
he had “never allow ed h im se lf” 
to becom e involved in such 
situa tions.

I was m ore th a n  su rprised  
th a t Jesse  Owens could allow  
h im self to be  so quoted. I 
th in k  it  w as pe rfec tly  c lea r to  
m ost people th a t  Floyd and 1 
went to B irm ingham  because 
w e w ere  invited th e re  b y  Dr. 
M aftis L u th er  K ing. We both  
fe lt th a t  if Dr. K in g  and those 
hero ic m arch ing  kids could 
m ake  th e  kind of sacrifices they  
m ade, the  least th a t  we in  the  
N orth  can do is to express  ou r 
g ra titude . Floyd a n d  I w an ted  
to  let D r. K ing  and  his follow ­
ers know  tha t w e a r e  on th e ir  
side. W e feel th a t  a n y  tim e  the  
P res id en t p f  SCLC or any of 
th e  o th e r  civil r ig h t  leaders in 
th e  S ou th  th in k  w e  c6n help , 
w e ow e It to ourse lves  an d  to 
th f m  to  do all w e possibly can.

We have been criticised hv 
luroa. Yat na m atter who m j i

w hat, i t  does n o t change our 
determ ination  to  do th ings  and  
say  th e  things w e believe. 
W hile  i t  m ay  not please o thers 
fo r  us to  ta k e  ce r ta in  stands, 
w e  a re  willing to  face an y  of 
o u r  critics so long as w e are 
doing w h a t w e feel is r igh t.

We could u n ders tand  the 
N ew  Y ork  D aily  N ew s w riting  
an  ed ito ria l agreeing  with the  
A labam a ed ito r w ho told P re ­
s iden t K ennedy th a t  things 
w ould  be  fine in B irm ingham  
if  "ou tside ag i ta to rs” like 
P a tte rso n , Dr. K ing and  I stay 
ed  aw ay. The Daily N ew s, in 
o u r  opinion, has ta k en  con.«i- 
s ten t s tands  against th e  best in­
te res ts  of m inority  people.

B u t w e couldn’t un d ers tan d  
' th is  kind  of a ttitu d e  expressed  

b.v one  of our g rea t ath letes 
w ho  ra n  in to  the  same k ind  of 
b ig o try  in Berlin w hich  I* alive 
in  B irm ingham .

We w ired  Jesse  In Chicago 
to  ask If it w as tru e  th a t  he 
h ad  allow ed h im self to  be  used 
to  express  th rough ts  w hich  
could  help the enem ies o f 
rac ial progress and t r u e  dem o­
cracy . J esse  explained th a t  he 
had  n o t in tended to  knock  w hat 
F lovd and I had done. H e ad ­
m itted  to n sincere fea r  th a t  
o u r  t r ip  m igh t have  inflam ed 
th e  s itua tion . I to ld  Jesse  th a t  
I  hoped he rea lized how  
v a lu ab le  it is to  the  segrega- 

. tloniata to  4m aMa. to  q u o te  a 
h igh ly  re ip ac tad  N egro  w ho

b reach  res to res  us to  tru e  fel­
low ship w ith  GOD TH E CREA­
TOR. T he slaves of Christ, in 
God, w ill find  t ru e  freedom .

The S e rv an t of C hrist re ­
ceive th e  m atch less  sp iritua l 
gifts of peace, joy , love and 
life e te rna l. The S ervan t of 
C h ris t escapes the  conflict of 
s in to find  th e  m atchless peace 
of God. C hris t offers a w a y  of 
escape from  o u r  'W'orld of con­
flict. A nd the  S e rv an t of C hrist 
finds ah  inexpressib le  j o y  
th rough  the  sp iritua l operation 
in the  sinfu l .soul called salva­
tion. So ChijigJtji^ jndeed th e  joy 
of ou r salvation . C hris t gives a 
joy the  w orld  cannot give. 
Christ, fu r th u r ,  gives a ra re  joy 
th e  w orld  cannot take  aw ay. 
C hris t uniteif us w ith  a God of 
love w ith  p o w er  to. redc 'jm  aad  
« ^ ’-ich life. A nd finally, the 
!'*'X/ant of Christ, shares in 
C h ris t’s v ic to ry  over death.

H e who would find  tru e  free ­
dom m ust find it in the  redeem  
ing love of G od as revealed-In  
C hrist c ruc ified  an d  risen son 
of God.

takes th is  k ind  of stand. W hat 
F loyd and  I did w as not very  
m uch to  do —  especially wl»en . 
you th in k  of the rea l heroism  
of a D ick G regory  and an  ^1 
H ibbler, who tru ly  let ‘th e  
S o u thern  N egro know  he doe* 
no t s tan d  alone.

B oth  F loyd and I a re  happy  
th a t  w e w en t to see Dr. K ing 
and to speak a t masS rallies. 11 
w as one of th e  m ost m oving ex ­
periences of o u r  lives. Dr. K ing 
m ade  us  feel very  hum ble in 
his a tt i tu d e  and s ta tem en ts  tha t 
w e had  b rough t a little  in ­
sp iration  and encouragem ent to 
kids w ho  b raved  the  n ight­
sticks, th e  police dogs — and 
now — dismissal from  school to  
help  all of us.

We m ust keep  these  young­
s te rs  aw are  — and especially 
w e w ho  have been  fo rtuna te  
like  Floyd, Jesse and m yself 
— th a t no N egro has  it made, 
regard less  of his fam e, position 
or m oney —  until th e  most un ­
d erpriv ileged  N egro enjoys his 
righ ts  as a free  m an.

LANGSTON 
HUGHES

M l

R E V . H A R O L D  R O L ^ N O

POOR LITTUS CHILD

“A man died the  o th e r  day 
befo re he becom e a fa th e r ,” 
M id  Simple. “His w ife Is pre­
gnan t and th e ir  baby w llP b e  
b o rn  In ( la rlem  w ithou t a papa. 
B u t they  w as m arried . W ilbu r’s 
ch ild  will have a nam e. I have 
know ed many ch ild ren  in  my 
tim e  horned w ithou t nam es, 
m a m a was not m arried ,' and 
papa  was God know s w here. 
M aybe it is b e t te r  p apa  be 
dea d .”

“T hat is an artific ial con­
cep tion ,” I said. “ No' child 
'should have to su ffer because 
of the sta tus  of parents. Any 
tKHd born •' in to  this world 
should  be born  a  full citizen, 
m arr iag e  license o r not befo re ­
h an d .” V

“I agree,” said p im p le , “the 
b ab y  should not responsi- 
b l“ for w ha t papa  | and mam s 
d id  or did no t do. But th e  w a” 
it is now. m any  a g irl has  been 
sen t aw ay from  hom e because 
8*1“ was having a child an d  she 
had not been  ab le  to ge t the 
m an  to get a >U,^ense to h ave  it 
Marry a ybting boy has lied and 
£aid, ‘I d idn ’t touch  th a t  girl, 
when he know s dog-gone well 
he  did. M any a boy has come 
squalling  in to  th is  w orld  wiih- 
o u t benefit o f  a church  wed­
d ing, o r any o the r kind w hatso  
ever, w ith  no nam e b u t  hi? 
m a m a’s nam e. P apa  is God 
know * 'w here . A nyhow , W ilbur 
d ied  the o th e r  d a y  — ju s t  a 
few  w J'iks  beHore h is -c h i ld  
w as due to be borned. H is wi­
dow  w ere  p ro s tra ted . T hey  sav 
she leaned over th e  coffin and 
screa'med; ‘JiTnboy, Why did  you 
90 — and m e and you ab o u t to 
have  this child? Jim boy , why 
did you leave  m e?’

“J im boy ju s t la id  th e re  in  the 
caske t cool and  did not answ er. 
Jim boy  had done gone and  left 
h is  wife and  child. G od had 
ta k en  Jim boy. N ow. th e re  is 
am ny  things in th is  life th a t is 
h a rd  to unders tand . One is, why 
w ould  O od ta k e  a m ao aw av 
before .lili c^ ild  Is boi-p? 1 do ' 
n o t know, do you?”

“ No, I do not know ,” I .snid
“ Rsnecially i f  it is a colored 

-child.” declared  Simnle,, ' 'such 
a thing should no t happen . A 
colored child has got a hard 
row  to ho'*. A colored child  
bo rn  behind th e  eight-ball, in 
?n y  case, p a re n ts  m a rr ied  or 

A ewiored  ehiW  i n w  
phan  of, th e  s torm . To t e l l  the 
tru th  It do not m a k e  mu'"*! dif­
ference if- a  colored  ch ild  is 
horn  ■ in o r ou of a m arriage  
license. H e I*. stHl black.,’’

“To m a k e  th ings legal,"  1 
said , “ it b e t te r  to ba born  in 
w ed  lock - you  know , p ro p erty  
righ ts  and such —  also  p ro ­
p rie ty .”

“Most colored fo lks h a i  got 
no p roperty  to am o u n t to  any ­
th ing  lo give a riiild , n o  how ,” 
said S im ple. “A child , if  he is 
colored, is lucky  to  in h e r i t  any­
thing a t a ll.”

“Then such  a  child should  at 
least have o nam e,” I said.

“F ran k lin  D. Roosevelt Jones  
is a fin" nam e,” dec lared  S im ­
ple, “o r A braham  Lincoln 
Brow n, o r  M oham m ed X. J e n ­
kins.”

“P rov id ing  y ou r 'c h i ld  i i  t  
M uslim ,” I  s a l f  “M otiammed 
X. i.s not a Chrisfian.”

“N either is he a J » w ,” said 
Simple, “so he m ust b e  a son- 
of-a-gim! A ll babies b o rn  with- 
oiVt fa th 'frs  could be  named 
Mohamm ed X., then th e y  could 
soeak th “ir  m inds w ithou t b e ­
ing afraid of nobody. Mr. X. 
speaks his m ind.”

“Does he speak y o u r  'mind?” 
I asked.

“Wiion h “ does n o t speak 
ou t of his m ind,’ sa id  S taple,. 
“Suppose I was a baby  born  
w ithou t a fa ther, 1 would he 
m ad  enough to go b ac k  a n't! 
ask  w h“re  I cam e from . I 
w ould say, ‘How com e and  
w hy, I h ave  no nam e? Which 
arjd w h ere fo re  is m y  b ac k ­
ground? W ho papa-ed m*"? Ma. 
m a, w hat is your sto ry? Am 
I or am  I not w h a t I is?’ Do 
you know  one th ing , th e re  If 
a lot of g irl babies in H arleni 
the.s'? days ought to  b e  nam ed 
W elfa re ,, and  a lot o f  boy 
babies should  be nam ed  Re- 
li“f, bo rn  as  they is w ith  no 
visible m eans pf support. I f  
papa and m am a is m arried , fu ­
tu re  babies could be  nam ed In ­
com e Tax, W itholding Tax, or 
D enend“nt. Suppose I had  a g irl 
child  and I n&med h e r  D epen­
den t S im ple, lu s t th in k  how  
m uch m ore , ^ e l f a r e  m oney I 
could dedUct»Hh[f W e lfare  and 
R “lief was tw ins, th ey  would 
ta k e  ca re  of m e and the ir  
m other th e  re<!t o f th e ir  
lives. I reckon  W ilb u r’s w ife 
w ill have to go on w ''lfa r»  now. 
If  the child has no  living 
fa ther, a t  If'ast re lie f w ill give 
it  som" m ilk  W ilbur did  not 
m ean to  d ie  so vounc. R u  t 

h e - - l i v e -  Ift 
bu rg , I reckon  h is  b a b y  w ill 
nnt starv». Peace lie iinfo Wil­
bur! God re s t  h is  soul! B!ew 
his H arlem  child!”

Letter to tiie Editor
No one can correctly estimate 

the  influence The Demonstrators 
have had (in the maioHty of Dur­
ham’s Neijro citizens the past few 
d6ys.. In this open letter to them 
I.fee l that my. vlsws. are liharcd 
hv many residents of this city 
who for »o long have been sec­
ond cliiNs citizens, but fb-st class 
tax payera,

'You have transm lttea an emo­
tional ftm osphere to our com 
munlty tha t will not be easily 
forgotten or discouraged. For 
years the Negro of this city has 
been restricted in such areas as 
recreation, job opportunities and 
public eating places. Thank God 
thought is being recognized and 
rageous activities the fu ture looks 
brigh ter and equality is inevi­
table. Yoiir separate level of 
though is being recognized and

the interest tha t you have stirred 
will imdouhtodly bring favorable 
results.

Your intellectual and. peac^u l 
anproach towards equaiit;- ’hS( 
dampened the .spirits of local seg­
regationists and hecklers and dis 
couraged them in the ir  role to 
challenRc our purpose and direc 
tion. You have truly m ade <» sig­
nificant contribution to , our 
causc.

Your unyielding conviction
that all men are created equal 
has been displayed and you have 
won the hearts  and co-op^ation 

of many Durhamites o f ' both

Charles E. Utley 
Durham, N. C.

Heroes of tiie 
Emancipation

SAM UEL CORNISH
The mSovement for self-im­

provem ent am ong free  Negroes 
during  s lave ry  w as of m ajo r 
im portance  in th/* long  struggle 
fo r freedom . T he re  w e r e  
schools for free Negroes In 
Boston, Philadelph ia and New 
Y ork  w hich  p rov ided  tra in ing  
fo r some of th e  m ost im nortant 
N egro leaders in th e  antislavery 
m ovem ent. O ne of th e  m en edu 
ca ted  in  P h iladelnh la  schools 
was Sam uel Cornish, w ho was 
free-born  in D elaw are. T he 
y e a r  of C ornish’s b ir th  Is not 
known although it  ii ballavad

to  have been  ab o u t 1790.
Cornish w en t to  N ew  York 

from  P h iladelph ia  w here  he  or­
ganized  the  firs t N egro  P res­
by te rian  congregation  in 1822.

L a ter, he tu rned  his ta len ts  
to journalism  and  in 1827, to ­
ge th e r  w ith John  B. R ussw urm , 
founded th is  co u n try ’s first 
N egro  new spaper, FREED O M ’S 
JOU RN AL. A lthough  R u s s ­
w u r m  soon em ig ra ted  to 
A frica, Cornish continued to 
ed i t  it and  It^ successors w ith 
f ie ry  vigor and en thusiasm  for 
th e  nex t tw en ty  years.

Cornish was one of th e  m ajor 
f igures In A bolitionist Journal­
ism. His FREEDOM ’S JO U R N ­
A L  and o ther organs  cam paign­
ed  unrelen ting ly  fo r fu ll citi­
zenship and equa lity  of th e  Ne­
gro. C om iih  w as a partic ipan t 
In m any  d iffe ren t re fo rm  pro­
gram s; a tru s te e  of the  free 
school* fo r  ^ e g ro es  in N e w  
Y ork  City, a v e ry  ac tive  m em ­
b e r  of th e  A m erican  Antl- 
l^lavery Society and an ener- 
fatlc promotar of higher aduca-

tion  for persons of color. In  
fac t, C ornish was one o l the  
f irs t persons  to ap p ro a ch  th e  
race p rob lem  from  an  economic 
po in t of view.

D uring  th is  period o f  danger 
and doubt, in toe  ea r ly  d a y i  of 
th e  an ti-s lavery  strugg le , N e­
gro  leaders like P u rv is , W right. 
Forten  and Cornish fough t side 
by  side w ith  such w h ite  Aboli­
tionists as G arrison  an d  Theo­
dore  D. Weld. They w ro te  and 
pub lished  pam phle ts  and bool|s; 
circula ted  petitions; o rganized  
an d  a tten d e d  conventions; and 
m ade m any  speeches. A t th e  
sam e tim e hu n d red s  of unkown 
Negroes helped  run th e  undar- 
ground ra ilroad .

C ornish’s FREED O M ’S JO U R 
N A L helped  to  give th e  N egro­
es a sense o f com m unity. When 
a grouD of p rom inen t PhUad«1- 
ph ia  N egro  leaders urged 
groes to  abandon uae of the 
w ord  “co lo red” arid instead use 
th e  te rm  “O ppressed Ame '̂l- 
cans,” C orn ish  retorted m tb - 
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