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Februarv- 16, cap-
“Voting in Georgia” the Atlanta Con-
Adlanta. Georgia, probably th
and most influeatial daily
Tiew S per, points to some imteresting and per-

T an editorial of Sinday,
tiomed
sttatpenr of
Somth's” Jeading

linent sile glances st the voter registration
canpaivn being waged in this section of the
The editortal is

visew heye —on this

Waiiont. reprinted in- s en-

ety and

will he read thonghtinih

page we trast
hy all réaders.
I i~ indeed refreshing to read of or listen

1o 5 pew voice from a responsible southern

sonres that encourages acceptance rather than
cotdenmation of Negre voting in the Sonth

o that at least treats on the subject as a natu-

ral and expected development. By its pro-
apessive editorial polick on the Souths pres-
ent most perplxeing  quétion. the —Athanta

Constitution is doing a serviee in leadership

area that cannot be measured in terms

Tijorts on'tw part of " Capus Waynick.
Covernor Sanford’s ¢hick vacial adviser, to

*lalt street demonstrations are to be expected.

Ay Waynick: is highly respected by Negro
crizens i North Carolina:as well as its white
citizen~. We think, however, that along with
has pvitation. to_ Negro deaders oi  CORE.
NARCT and others in the farefront of the
rights My, Wavnick should
Mo Teaders of the Ku Klux Klan. the Citi-
Comncil erganization and various other
hps of whites who ape determined that

roes will their  full
N

civi struegle,
ine
zen
o
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never e accorde’

1< as Citizens,

The street demonstratioms awere Pesorted to
aiigr every other peaceiul means had failed
to gt the message aver to leading white peo-
Jthat Negroes were tired of being kicked

of doflars and cents. The South is teuly in-
debted to such leadership without which there
waould be little. if any, industrial progress aad
pure social stagmation, Z i

\s foolish as it may seem now Newth Caro-
lina, which boasts of-its progressive atvitude
on racial qaestions, may awaken in the very
near Mtare to discover that it has surrendered
its supposedly first place to the state of Geor-
gia that, under the influence of the Atlanta
Constitution, is moving at a more rapid pace
in the direction of equal opportunity for ali-
its peaple without respect to race, creed or
color,

Iikewise, such states as Mississippi, Tonisi-
ana and Alabama sfiay awaken ere it is too
late to discover that. in the words of the late
Booker T. Washik rton, you can't hold an-
other fellow in the lht\ch unless vou stay
there with him,

Street Demonstrations

the governor oi his chief racial adviser is in
position to deliver when it comes to bargain-
ine on the matter of civil rights for Negroes.
The prevailing feeling of everv intelligent
Neero is to cooperate with all state oificials
in their efiovts to preserve the peace and dig-

nitv- o North-Carolina:—We think, however.

that there isx likewise to he expected some
bearing, forbearing and a change of attitude

on the part of those wha oppose Negroes being
accarded their full citizenship.

We theveiore caution arainst anv agreement
this
state wr anv other state the right to peace-
fully seck their richts citizens _in  this
covmtry. We wonld remind the leaders of
CORFE, NAACP and others, that the progress
made thus fav. the

Leing made that will denv Necroes of

as

n

~fhe—trettromTonET of The color of thelr
Tor nime long vears aiter the U.S, Su-
efie Court public school decision of 1934,

droes iplored. hegged and plr'\dwl to" no

avajl for compliance, IMIM 1\mm all they
gotl were emptly promises, nw:na nnd criti-
cixth RS

The past record of Nagth.Carolina’s_non-
congpliance with ordets HE@Ehe U.S. Supreme
Cofre will, thereiare, rise gravd dgubt in
the!

Thssage of the civil rights bill by the House
Representatives in its present form is fine
isr as K goes. We womnld remind our
fers however, that the hill does not hecome
until it is passed: Hvih Senate and signed
he P_]'F‘hldent Th:;s’ bemg_the case we will
joih w MW W pf the action
e fower howse= Hiving obcerved Con-
< in actéwm for’neariy forty vears, we ave
siied that southern cenators, inclading
h irom North Garolina. will be in there
doifg eversthing within their power to wither
Lillf the tegislationentirely, or pull all of. the
tecfh out of .-
ljrankl_\'. we are of the opinioa that Presi-
t Johmson s honest an saving that he de-
v the passage of 2 hill that is suificient
wardite rericpn cftizeits Fheir rig
his Qnu:i’tw t‘\\l d ‘;(l *t“,vhm\':\':’
pre the hilt becomes law in anv form that
souternérs in the Senate will give an ac-
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We satutw the ﬂlﬂllhﬁ'h of the Calvary Unit-

ed Preshgnemu.‘(h'nrvh of Asheville in not

alldwing race Yo entek. the selection oi a
midiser.! Tas l(»\g the “ghurch has lagyed
bel

jnd 1w mng ﬂK‘ WY “instead of leading
way to interracial goodwill and brother-
i. Certainly a Negré church which wonld
jse to call a white mimster for pastor sole-
in accewnt of his race is just as unChrist-
as a white church that-will not accept a
o as 2 nwember. L0

thef
hot
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Fraikly we ldok op _the average whit
istian” church, clinging to its “white only
isophy, with righteous indignation, if not
confje The same goes for the so-called
CA, YWCA aud the Salvation Avmy or
izations in the South all of which are still
ing beiore the South’s god of regregatin
cace hatred.

N L

obtaining their rights, has not heen achieved
through voluntary action on the part ‘of state
officials of North Carolina but he
who have

money.,

dedicated

Necroes heen willing to sacriiice

time, go to Jail, suifer beatings and
#ven place their lives on the altar,

into any

To entec
agreement is not forth-
right to break with such martyrs
as-Emmet Till, Medgar Evers and others of

the race who have given their lives for the

now that

iaith

i~

minds of all \J'grﬂei -pfijhic. state thag--. cause.

Time For Réjomnq About the Civil Rights Bill

connt of themselves in their efforts to oppose
it. President Johnson, therefore, may find be-
fore it is all over that his former Yunning
mates in Congress have deserted him in one
of the most important moments of American
history.

In the meantime, we would urge Negro
citizens to continue their eifovts at increasing
their voting strength. Crying. complaining
and critizing southern opponents of the bill
will do absolutety

no good. The language
best undertsond hy

all pofiticans is that of
baliots and more ballots.  Once the Negro es~
tablishes  himself important palitical
forces in the South the picture with vegards
to the civil rights Hill and all other legislation
favorable to him will change. Every Negro
‘\\f\n is not tegistered should be looked on
with contempt by all citizens who wish to
ste America truly the land oi the free and the
hame af the brave,

as an

' The Christian Church A Two-Way Streef

When  such
measured by
therhood

Christian  organizations  are
the vardstick of Cheistian bro-

they are

more damnable than the
Khu Kiux Klan, the Citizens Conmeils and other
Negro hating erganizations.  Hiding behiad
their religions gowns, long pravers. hymns of
praise and their solemn assemblies they con-
tinue ta gencrate the deadly poison of race
hatred in the name of Jesus,

Real Christianity is a two-way street trav-
eled by men of all races, creeds and colors.
Gl is 0o vespecter of persons and when man
acts or lives otherwise he is destroying rath-
' than building goodwill and hrotherhood
among men. The Asheville church is to be
commended and above all the white minister

direction of Neoraes

"We tound brethren !nd. terried
with them.” Acts 28:14.

Man is the mzs* sniece of God's
creation. People;—.nerefore. rep
resent the most important thing
.in God's cregtior. Men through
the ages have been tembied to
‘forget this great truth. ot the
creation. It is unfortunate when
we forget this great basic truth
Eiblicully spedaking. peoole - are
importamt for they are made ir
the image and likevess _¢f the
‘Eternal ‘God. And this stamp o'
Divinity makes human being im
portaat. Some would forget arc
give place, power, monev and
other fading worldiv ‘Possessions
the supreme place in life. But we
should ever remember the su
preme fmportance of peoole ir
the Divine scheme of things

People; therefore . should n.'
be misused. We remember somv
of the viglent, bloody struggles
of in its rise to a place of
dig! —and-ignportance m our n1-
tion Muthiess prafit seekers sho'
laborers dowm jn the streets ac
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was the case in Homestead. Pa.
some sixty years ago. The greedy
~ profit _seekers thought ahouf |
nothing but theip big proms con
gequentty. they could misuse an
abuse- labor on account of its
just_aspirations. People are im
portant and slould be treated
with justice and fair plav. Le!
us remember that people repre
sent the ultimate value in the
creation. Con;equemly, people
should net be misued and abused.

Even in the Church we can get
50 deaply .invelved in organiza
tional “red: tape that 'we forget
the primary importance of peo
ple in God's plan a5 vevealed in
Jesus Christ. Christ gave humun
beings a place of supremacy
There was the social outcast a)
the well that he raised acain to
a place of dignity and importance
in the community. Ore of the
hated tax coilectors wrote the
fullest of the Gospel records—
the Book of Matthew. jesus found
Mary Magdalene ~who had been
possessed with seven devils and
healed and restored her to a

Know
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REV. HAROLD ROLAND

‘Man Represents the Most Prized
Creation of Qur Heavenly Father

place of respectability
community.
never forget the supreme impor

tance of peopte. Why? Thev all

are precious in the sight of the

God who gave His Son t, r deen

a lost world .

The great world revintens
€0ing ‘on in our times are rec g
nizing the importance .of oeople.
The downtrodden. the oppressed
and abused masses are given 'a
new sense of diznit¥ ‘and impor
tance in keeping with the teach.
fngs of Jesus. Jesus savs eaeh
human being is impgrtant. Yes
it is the Biblical concept of the
dignity of man that Is tribmph
ing. The Bible has Yeen printed”
in more than a thousand dialect:
and languages. And the word of
God is bearing fruits in a new
importance of the masses of mcr.
throughout the world. God said
His word would not be in vain,

People are important for they
have the stamp of Divinitv and
are just 2 little lower than Ged
and the Angels.

in the

Tampa,” Florids-Soaking up
sun in this gorgeous, broad-
avenued, tree lined gay city,
one fs struck’ by the irony of
the paradox of the race rela.
tions situstéon in the South. I
am here ‘with fellow-columnist
Jackie Rolbinsen who is com-
bining a galfing vacation with
some _projects on which we
areé working, just before he
plunges tull strertgth into the
political wars. carrying the
standard of New York Gover
nor Neison Rockefeller.

We are living ir a dream of
a hotel-motel, The Internation
al Inn, which is ome of Tam-
pa's integrated establishments
We are learping much about
the onrgolmg and ever-progress
ing struggle for ractal justice
here from two of the dedicat
ed leaders most responsible for
wagfing the refentless batthe
They are C. Blythe Amdrews,
Jr., crusading editor-publisher

who accepted the call is to he commended.
Both are tn?elmg the Wighway of truth and
by so doing are pointing to a new day of peace
among those of the human family,

BOUND-TO-BE-SUCCESSFUL vouag men
are so rare that evervhbody does his best to
make them succeed,

IF THE DRAMATIC CRITICS patd wmoney
out of their own pockets to see shows and if
titerary critics dipped into their tobacco mon-
ey for books, the public would get the low-
down on a lot of stuff.

P e PP

of the ful Florida Sen
tinel Bulletin and Robert W
Saunders, titeless Field Becre
tary for the NAACP im thi
community.

The third dsy we were herc
was g city-wide holiday, a fur
day which s observed here
annually. This day 1s dedicated
to the memory of & roguish and
bold pirate, Yo s e Gesper. In
Aays of yorw, Gasper, operating
from the' Carribean ares, sys
tematieslly aud ruthlemsly in
vaded ‘Tempa 'with his crews
of blood thitsty pirates, took
owver the eity and ransacked
Tampa ia ordér to T up his
coffine with go1d. The swash-

cqtratassspann

buckling pirate maintained a
harem here in Tampa. Every
year, about this time,-a wealthy
and powerful group of business
men, bands together as the
Gasparilla organization, costu
mes ilself as pirates, stages &
mock invasion of the Tampsa
Bay and the entire city, swarqms
throughout the
tired with joy juice and firing
blanks. So much a part of the
city's tradition has this hedome
that schools are closed and the
clty administratiom and the
United States Navy join in the
fun making. Irr the afterroon.
u spectacular parade is held.
following the bridliant water
show ef mock invasion of the
bay..

Floats. resembling in minéa-
turex California's Parade of
Roses, carry unique' displays
apnd beautiful girls and adver
tise the wares and services of
the city’s hdustry. Inr years
gone by. the considerable Ne
gro population of Tampa has,
of course, heen among the
hundreds of thousands who
turn out, lining the city’s down
town area to laugh at the
clowns, pat their feet to the
sounrd of marching bands and
fo applaud the drum majoret-
tes amd the rark after rank eof
marchers. And. in years gome
bv. this fun parade has been
lily-white.

This year. communitv lead
ers like Blvihe awd Bab ac
complished the first step in
changing this. At the head of
the line of march was a Negro
band which did as creditable

commurrity..

a job as'any of the other parti-
cipants.

I went to the parade and en-
joyed it immensely. I'l remem-
ber all the color, the splendid
showmanship, the carmval air
which pérvaded the city and
delighted the 800.000. persons
who, surned:out !o be a part of
it

I'll also remember the young .

Negro mother with her 'boy
toddler on her shoulder. She
had come to the parade a few
minutes after it had begun and
had missed the Negro band
She tapped me on the arm an-
xhusly: “Where are they?” she
asked. “Where is the colored
band?”

1 arsured her that thev had
been there and done their bit.
This relieved, somewhat, the
worried frown on her face. But
not altogether. I knew what the
frown had meant. It was a sym
bo! of the frustration of my peo
ple in America. The entire Ne
gro community had been alert
ed ard were delighted to learn
that there would finaly be a
Negro image in this parade
That frown signified tor me all
the black men amd women
whom the American parade har
by-passed. all tige bhroken pro
mises which have beem as loud
And as ewnty as the blank

icartridge mistols tired v the

merry-making edmirers of Jome
Ganrper.

The frewm was not as deey
after this young young Neqro
mother learved that one teken
promibe had been Yept, Yet, I
knew she was wishing there

_With Christ let us

duritag
more dramatic action.in Con-
gress and on some sidewalks,
Negro voter registration in the
South has_proceeded at an im-
pressive pace.

Some parts of the region con-
tinue to successiully prevent
Nee¢ro registration, and the
gairg in those areas are very
small. But elsewhere there is o
different story.

The Atlanta-based  Voter
Educaticn Project .now reports
that during a 21 month periad
erded Deec. 31 the organiza
tions cooperating with its re-
pistration program added 327,
588 names to voter lists in 11
Southern states Most of these,
are Negroes.

In. Georgia 46.347 people
were registered under the pro-
jedU's auspices. That brought
Neygro registration in Georgia
to almost 222,000 —15.7 per
cent of Georgia's tootal registra-
tion.

In five olher Southern states
the percentage of nge-eligihle

higher than in Georgia. But thé
day obviously is passing when
Georgia can be correctly - uc-
cused of depriving Negroes of
the right to vote.

In no other Southern staie
is the Negro registration as
hig a percentage of the total.

We may see from this latest
report  that those portiohs of
the civil rights hill designed to
speed the end of voter dis
crimination would he much less
applicable in Georgia than in
Misssissippi, Alabama and Lou-
isiana. In those states. as 2
whole, the most formidable har-
riers remain when a Negro
seeks to register,

Georgia will have come a
Jong ‘way when the last of it
local obstacles are gone and
voter registration though
Jimited by a reasonable liter-
acy requirement fairly upplied
— is not limited by race.

Heroes of Emancipation

WILLIAM STILL

William Still was borm free
in the State of New Jersey
about 1821. His father was an
ex-slave who had purchased his
‘freedom. However, Still's mo-
ther was a fugitive who had
escaped from slavery in Mary-
land with her elder child ard
was reunited with her husband
in New Jersey, where William
the youngest of eighteen child:
Ten, was born.

As a child William worked
orr a farm in New Jersey until
about 1844 when he went to
Philadelphia and began work
as a clerk for the Pennsvlvan-
ia Anti-Slavery Society It was
durbng this time that he be
came correspording secretary
of the Philadelphia Branch of
the Undergroind Railroad. Still
maintained a contiruing re-
cord of the experiences of all,
the fugitives who came to the
city of Philadelphia. In addi-
tionw to his activities as corre-
spording secretarv. he
served as an agent for other
Abolitionist grouns. includine
the Ameriean Arti-Rlavery So
clety. Eventually. Still beeame
the principal corrductor of the

alse .

The Atlanta Journal and Al
lanta Constitution
Underground Railroad in the

State of Pennylvania.

One particularly  dramatic
episode in which Still parlici-
pated involved Henry "Box”
Brown. It is said that Brown
enlisted the aid of a sympathe-
tic white merchant in Rich-
mond, Virginia. who nailed
him in a bhox which contaired
biscuits and water and shipped
the box via the Adams Express
Company Lines to Still in Phila
elphia. Still opened the box
and found Brown urhurt after
the rugged two-day journey hy
steamboat, wagon and rail

In 1867 Still lead a success-

street cars i Philadelphia. In
1871 he assembled records on
the fugitive slaves which he
had heen mainrtaining, and
published them under the ihle
of “Underground Railroad.”
This became an outstarding re-
ference work for both black
and white leaders.

After the Civil War, Still de
vnted his life to fighting racial
dbicrimination and to wellare
work amoneg Negroes. He died
in 1902 at the age of 81.
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Just a few nights back, Rae show, one sensed that she was

and I found a really marvelious
way of celebrating our eigh-
teenth ammiversary. Along with
our dear friends Marian and
Arthur Logan, we spent an
evening at he American Hotel's
Royal ‘Bandbox where Ella
Fitzgerald was holding court.

I use the phrase “holding
court” deliberately because, if
there is any. such thing as gen-
uire royal&y i show business,
Blla is it. Rachel and I-along
with the Logans agreed that it
was a great evening. For one
solid hour, this fartastic artist
held the ‘entire room spell-
beund. I can hardly find words
adequate to describe her perfor®
mance. Really, in order to
,krow what I mean, you would
have to catch it yourself. All
of us had known, for many
years that Ella fits fully that
extravagant show business de-
scrintion: “the greatest.”” But,
if N is poseible, the ‘“ereatest”
has become even greater.

With aft the irfectious charm
and that fcredibly versatile ta-
lemt which she has had for
vears, ‘it seemed to us that this
was a new Ella. with new ard
deeper dtmemtors. Some of
that loveable shvness seems to
be zone and. in its place. there
seems to be a kind of pixie
mkchief. FElla’s persorality,
always very warmimg, comes
Bver in suwech a tremendous
wav that you just can't resist
loving her.

It was delightful to note the
wav she ard Rov Eldridge
and hk tine quartet carried
en @ joyous competition fo

as i to see 'which one could .

out do the other. Yet. it wns
@ harmmmious, “workine  to
gether” kind of show which
vielded o the very hest to
to the audience.

Talking wih ENa, after the

seekirg approval for what she
had done; that she wanted 10
be certain that she had pleased
and given her best; thalt she
wanted to kaow what our com-
pliments and praise were sm.
cere, not the routime thing
which people go backstage to
say.

What a great human - inter-
est story “the saga of Ella Fit-
zgerald.

She came right out of Har-
lem. a natural, unspoiled girl,
to begin her climb to fame as
ar  amateur on the Apollo
Theatre’s  Wednesday night
amateur hours. She rode to
elarv with the old Chick
Webb  orchestra. Then she
struck out on her own. Today,
victually every artist of con.
seauence in her field, will tell
vou without hesitation that she
rates at the very top. To make
the storv even more glorious,
she hasn’t changed in her at
titnde toward neonle. i her
comnassion and in her nataw-
alness Thik in spitn of a life
which has beerr sad at times.
Remember too. that there has
never been one breath of scan-
dal about her from any reput-
able  sourre or  from any
sonrce at all. so far as T know,

T.envire  the Randbox, 1
21t 1 hadnt eaid enough 1a
Fila to thank her for a prent
fxnerience and a rich even.
fre.

T don’t think the world hae
said enongh tn her

How traeic that this undem-
Ablv suncrior talent, acclaim-
ed as it is, is rot presented
mare often from, the screems
of onr  televislor and  oanr
maving  nicturers, When will
bistice and wand tagte hecome
the arder of the Aav. nat awlv
at lunch rannters and hallot

See ROBINSON, €A

had beew more tham just & Ne.
wré hend: ‘widhed that pome of
the nchonl ‘kide mnrchirg hed
haen vellow and brown ewd
black kifls. Becaies that me.

ther krows Abat when the 1ittle
boy on her shoulder get old

enough ;l;&liu—tn want 1n
¥naw why folks who ook like
Nim are not paon e sven

tn &aliie a Jong-desd and love
ahle ronge.




