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Mutual
Pullout
Proposed
WASHINGTON - Secre-

tary of Defense Clark M. Clif-
ford indicated Tuesday the
Johnson administration is anx-
ious to reach a mutual trcop
withdrawal agreement with
North Vietnam before the Nixon
administration takes power.

The defense chief said he
would like to see substantive
peace talks start this week, with
measures to lower the level of
combat in Vietnam high on the
agenda.
"Iwould still like to see. in the
next 40 days, the start of the re-
turn of American troops from
South Vietnam," Clifford said,
"and I think that there is an op-
portunity to agree with Hanoi
upon the mutual withdrawal of
troops in that period."

The Johnson administration
toiU end on Jan. 20.

Meanwhile, U.S. and North
Vietnamese envoys met Tuesday
in Paris, but failed to move out
of their deadlock over how to
start the peace conference on
Vietpam.

This was reported by a U.S.
delegation source following a
private two-hour session
between U.S. negotiator Cyrus
R. Vance and his North Viet-
namese opposite, Col. Ha Van
Lau.

North Vietnam proposed Tues-
day the four delegations at the
Vietnam peace talks sit at
separate tables and draw, lots to
settle the speaking order.
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