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Jumbey Festival Demonstrates

Way of Life in

By MARJORIE L. KNOWLES

NASSAU, Bahamas — This
is the age of festivals - jazz
festivals, rock festivals, peace
festivals and art festivals. And
Nassau has its own, unique
“Jumbey” Festival.

The event was held in the
populous “over the hill” re-
gion of town in an area ap-
propriately called the Coconut
Grove. It went on for four
days, culminating on Emanci-
pation Day, a public holiday
here.

Planned and organized as a
national affair, the Jumbey
festival is expected to become
an annual event.

The word “jumbey” is the
name of a Bahamian plant
known for its medicinal value.
The name was chosen for the
festival to represent strength
and togetherness.

As an adjunct to the
Bahamas Community Develop-
ment program - which pro-
motes conservation of the
islands’ beauty, and social ac-
tivities -- the festival was de-
signed to rekindle, encourage
and to enjoy, at least for the
four days, things completely
Bahamian in character. Many
visitors enjoyed the spectacle.

The fairgrounds covered a
half-mile of neighborhood ter-
rain and were sprinkled with
stone huts depicting Bahamian
village life of yesteryear. The
huts -- the roofs of which
were thatched with palmetto
palm -- were constructed be-
tween and infront of several of
the community homes. Sam-
ples of Bahamian culinary art,
handicrafts, paintings and live-
stock were exhibited inside.

There has been a growing
interest in national activities
spurred by the effort to keep
alive or re-invoke things that
were so familiar in these semi-
tropical islands. The festival
was one of the largest of such
efforts.

Edmund Mozxey, representa-
tive for the Coconut Grove
constituency and Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Community
Development, regarded the
function as helping to keep
alive the inherent Bahamian
way of life, foresaw the festi-
val as a means to Bahamians
realize the significance of their
background.

“If we are to develop into
nationhood, we need to be at a
level of knowing where we
came from before we can de-
termine where we are going,”
he pointed out.

He said the national festival
has a dual purpose: to pro-
mote and encourage a Baha-
mian way of life and to raise
funds for the various com-
munity centers to be built in
the more densely populated
areas on the island.

Bahamians were asked to
demonstrate their community
spirit and participate in the
many festival events, which
were officially opened by
Prime Minister Lynden O.
Pindling who interrupted his
vacation on Andros Island to
officiate.

Wearing a modest coloured
dashiki with dark trousers -
a form of dress he often
wears when relaxing - the
Prime Minister said one of the
functions of community deve-
lopment is to dig deep into the
past to find some of the an-
swers to “who we are, where
we are going, and where we

come from.”

BOURNEMOUTH, England
Queen's Park in
Bournemouth had a 29-hole golf
course until groundskeepers
filled in the extra ones on four
of the greens. Club officials said
the spare holes apparently were
boll}ed by *someone who hates
golf.”

For Cuqtomel:
Shopping
Limited Time Only
25% OFF ON

McGregor, Spaulding, #

and Wilson Clubs, Bags
and Shoes
Bag-Boy Carts and
Maxfli Golf Balls
Knick Golf Pants, Shirts

PRO-LINE

DEALER
WOFFORD GOLF
COURSE
523 Wofford Rd.

Durham, N. C.
Jmt off Hope Valley Rd. ¥

SATURDAY, SEPT. 5, 1970

THE CAROLINA TIMES--7TA

the Bahamas

ANNOUNCING SICKLE CELL
BENEFIT SHOW AND DANCE
~— Principals at press confer-
ence Monday announcing the
forthcoming benefit game be-
tween A&T and S. C. State
were (left to right) Attorney
Henry E. Frye, co-chairman;
Dr. Elmer Anderson of Los
Angeles, member of the Sickle
Cell Research Foundation’s
board of directors; Mayor M.
C. Benton of Winston-Salem,
and Albert Smith, athletic di-
rector at A&T. Game will be
played Sept. 19 in Winston-
Salem’'s Groves Stadium.
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