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ty began with a U. 8. Supreme Court
decision in 1877. That decision held
that the rights and obligations of a
railroad company and those of a pub-
lic highway user were “mutual and
reciprocal.” Then in 1935, in another
milestone case, the Supreme Court
beld that grade crossing protection
should be primarily a public respon-
sibility rater than an equal one,

Justice Brandeis, in handing down
the Court’s opinion, wrote . . .

*The raflroad has ceased to be the
prime instrument of danger and the

main cause of accidents. It is the

railroad which now requires protec-

tion from danger incident to motor

" transportation.” Subsequent to the

1835 Court decision, federal highway
sppropriations have allocated certain
percentages of road construction
funds to removal of grade crossing

;“Eﬂm 51 years, from 1920 through
1970, more than 86,000 people were
killed and almost 280.000 injured in
accidents at grade crossings.

It ia noted that the “grade cross-
ings are the sgingle most readily-
identifiable location of highway .. .”
according to Association of American
Railroads and only about 20 percent
of the total now have protective de-
vices,

Greater support for federal pro-
grams to improve grade crossings are
needed and it is a small price to pay
for the substantial benefits to be de-
rived.”

The tragedies and inconvenience
which mark the meeting of every
railroad and highway emphasize the
urgency of making grade crossing
protection & number one priority in
the overall goal of highway safety.

Tests and Culfural Biases

For many years leading educators
and others have pointed out the un-
fairness and cultural bias present in
many tests administered to students
and others,

- As such, these substantive and me-
thodical errors were again attacked
by several educators, scientists and
public social workers recently in At-

lanta. (See Article elsewhere on Tests

and Tests).

., Dr..Leon Kamin, Chairman of Ex-

“ Princeton 'University, pointed out

that even in esrly 1920's certain
classes of immigrants were kept out
of the United States and certain
lines of employment by so called I
tests. Such standarized tests does
indeed offer the danger of giving

o

God-like powers over the public well
being to a group of test makers.

For the past two or three decades
the black minority has been the most
studied sector of the American pop-
ulation, Certainly by now, with the
wealth of knowledge and materials
produced from these studies, it would
seem to be an easy matter to devise
and grade tests that are designed to
reflect certain cultural difference.

In this respeet, the 1920’s .that Dr.
“Karin speaks of may not be materi-
ally different from the 1970’s.

We certainly look to the day when
factors other than just test scores
will be the genuine criteria for eval-
uating individuals in all areas of edu-
cational development and economic
permutation.

Lead Poisoning Campaign

The announcement by three major

is long overdue. It is important and
timely that P. L. 91-695 be re-instat-
od as needed legislation to effect this
vital campaign.

Public awareness and mobilization
of the health community to seek tot-
al eradication of the use of lead based
paint is being urged by the Amenrd-
ean Academy of Pediatries, The
American Public Health Association
the National Environmental
Association.
needless waste of human life
potential caused by this serious
crippling malady is long overdue.
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' show that in 1972 one

if

, bables and toddlers
be located and treated before
ecte that will last a

child died every 86 hours of lead
polsoning and more than 110,000
children suffered from actual disease
and an additional 600,000 had dange-
rously high blood levels of lead.

Among the disorders caused by
lead based paint poisoning, if the
children survive are that many of
them are often left mentally retard-
ed or suffer from cerebral palsy, con-

vulsive disorders, blindness, learn- .

ing defects, kidney diseases and

ing to bables and toddlers have long
been pointed out in rent strikes and
tenant organizations in large metro.
politan areas and even within our
own communmities. The urgeney in
projecting this program must no
longer be delayed if we are to effec-
tively work to eliminate, the needless
waste of human life and potential,
The medical community is to be
commended for this planned and co-
operative assignment to help eradi-
cate the danger to babies and chil-
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Where fo Without Test? The Bathroom?

Before you go to work for the govern-
ment, you have to take a Civil Service
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bly prudent man that

40 or 50 years from now, just as those immi-
mhhnmbﬂbwhthelm”h

But other speakers at the conference,

sponsored by the Southern Council,
Inc., had bad to say standard-
!ud‘mh

scholastic aptitude test and the national
teachers exam) are pregnant with lethal
" gaid Dr. Norman Dixon, professor
of higher learning at the University of Pitti-
ited Godiike powers over

i

,” he said.
confer the group of test makers unlim-
ited powers over thepublic’s well-

“1 kn‘t%rm
that is free of ties,” said John E.
dobbins, director of the atlanta office of the
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» %' executive which in most instances translate

#  interesting was that it followed a declara-

% mind, He cannot have his cake and eat it,
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%  According to Nixon logic, America will i

% tusion.

The Editor - *

- J. Lowell Ware

- The Pruido‘ni"s Code Words

ped iy law and order and a hardline, get-

¢lwding restoration of the death penalty and
a change of the U. S. criminal code--was

R T R S R

action as signals of increasedoppressionand
bigotry and reasoned instead that they were
code words for ‘‘goodness and decenmcy.’’

S

B That just won't get it.

In the first place, there were other code
words mentioned in the address -- airline
hijackers, attackers of prison guards, per-
petrators of certain other federal crimes,
street corner drug pushers- -all of these were
among the code words used by the chief

L

simply into a single word- -Blacks.

And, in another sense, all of them have
traditionally been code words for pushing
the brunt of the problems they represent
off of the real cause--the criminal-- and

blaming - and subsequently punishing in-
stead the victims of society.

What made the law and order call most

~tion of only a week earlier that the urban
crisis was over and that the quality of life
was on the upswing. If this is true, why go
to such drastic measures in deterring crime
already apparently on the way down? 3
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There is mo consistency to the logic
here. The President should make up his

too.

If he wishes to Believe that the urban crisis
is over, so crisis oriented soclal services
programs can be legitimately eliminated,
that's one thing.-But to then turn around
and say that though things are getting better,
they're also getting out of hand. . . .well,
that just doesn't make too much sense.
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become the only state in the world where at
the same time that there is a marked im-
provment in the quality of life, there isa cor-
responding improvement in the quality of
death. That seems to be a total contradic-
tion in essence and a code word for con-

o LD WHE e Vedl 'bondition of NnéiMeattplekst ' |

.- -stawd-up-and be (*uM¥IAYed? The President’s .
code words are turning into meaningless

babble.
|ATLANTA. VOICE

e o
B ROk

TO BE EQUAL

By VERNON JORDAN
Exeeutive Dizsctor, Nationd Urban League

Children In Year 2,000

A national magazine featured a cover story-
symposium on the subject: “'How
the Year 20007" The participants covered a wide range of
viewpoints, from sceme fiction outlooks to more realistic
proposals. It Is a subject we all ought to be thinking about since
our children are our moet precious natural resource.
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