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“Community Care
For The Mentally

Retarded Persons”

The concept of caring for
the mentally handicapped at
the community level where the
problem begins, and not
placing the responsibility on
the state institutions alone, has
been in existence for about ten

it was in 1963 that Congress
passed the Community Mental
Health Centers Act which
made available federal funds to
supplement slate and local
monies to build and support
community mental heaith
cenlers.

That same year, the N. C,
Department of Mental Health
was created and given a
mandate to provide services lo
meel the needs of the mentally
ill, the alcoholic, the drug
abuser, and the mentally
retarded citizens of our state,

Dver Lhe years the thrust of
mental health programming has
focused on the community.
The logic behind community
responsibility for Lthe mentally
handicapped is sound: 1) the
provision of community-based
treatment and rehabilitation
resources reduces the necessity
for hospitalization in many
instances, and 2) the
availability of aftercare
facilities in the community
fosters a' speedier return of
hospitalized ‘patients to their
homes and families.

Particularly in the area of
comm;!hily care for s
rnemlh retarded citizens has
Norfh ~Carolina ' advanced in
recent yedrs. The establishment
of day care programs, special
education classes for educable
and trainable youngsters in the
public ‘schoaol system, half-way
houses and small group homes
for nduit retardates, sheltered
work$hops, diagnostic
evaidation clinics. foster
hogies, . and many other
reslurces are just a few
examples of alternatives to
institutional: , care which are
beeoming more readily

nvallﬂilc within .the |

1ifigs of our state,
1973 General Assembly
approprfnted more money for
new programming to the
Department ; of, Mental Health
than ever before. Much of this
money...is . designated - for
expanded programs- for -the
mentally retarded ‘at'’the

ity Jevel.

The legigiature appropriated
funds “prowviding for an
inc qubSidy. to trainable
and

child. Tiese £
used [for, children above the
trainable Jeve) - if- they -are
mutiply:handicapped.

Because these funds were
appropriated, many day care
centers. dcross. the- stale - that
would have had to close their
doors because of lack of funds
cap continue to provided
nepded services for our
hagdicapped citizens.

unds were ,also

appropriated for the}
establishment of small group |

hoes to serve adults and! for
sheltered workshops. '

In addition, the Department
of ' Mental Health received
funds which will be used to
implement the first stage of
Caswell Center's plan to
develop community services
for the mentally retarded in
the eastern: region. This
includes monies 'for the
establishment of child day care
cenlers, and ddy activity for
adujts.

“Roberta Flack . . .
First Time Ever”
On ABC-TV June 19

“Roberia Flack...The First
Tima Ever”, a visual song
albuin, ‘will be presented as an
ABC Television Network
specinl on TUESDAY, JUNE
19 (8:00-8:30 p.m. EDT.)

The ‘cliffs and beach at
Malibu and a piano on an
emply stage are the settings for
the apening song - “The First
Time' Ever | Saw Your Face”.
The Campbell Locker Dancers
join Roberia for a trip through
Griffith Park for her rendition
of “River”.

Seals and Crofis sing the
Litle song of their latest album,
“Diamond Girl"”, in an

from Lhe Vieloran emn,
complete with antlique
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