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with Negra chiracters as stupid clowns, who had
no problems that could not be stlvidd by the
moral 1‘t|||u;r|flnl of a stick of red il!'||‘lt'l’||'|=lr'
candy ora pint of red whisky. Charles Chesnuil
(1581932}, the fiest black
toned talent, while drawineg comparisons be
iween whites, near-whites and Negroes #n
prally to the disadvantige of the latter, advises
whites that “Surely it were better 1o try same
other weapon' than scorn and  dontamely and

novelist of ungues

"'—-H'I:I WHI’II‘.- H“i!“ o ||l'l||1||‘ llf OUr comnuan raice

the Buman race for we are all children ol
i pommon Father, Torget i1 as wa may, amil cach
i o us 18 his brother's keeper. And Faul L
Dupbur [1822-1906), prabably the chiel [hlack)
architect of ahe minstrel Araditon, who wrob
muost ol his poetry i dhialect and an \.n|l]ru 1%
which peemitted him te display s “finely ironi
perveptions of  the Negro's  limitations™, wis
that  the white
negliectodd his poems i standard Boglish, but
lavished praise upon his “poglels] meoa broken
g

By the turn of the dentury, the minsteel tra

moved o proles audienes

dition tn American literature seemed indestructi
bl So long as they worked in it black writers
could wount on the white audience’s approval
of thete “coon songs’, “‘migger dialect” and the
riddiculous situations sel forth in “darky stories™
nol only s gresl enterlaimment, bul as proof
ol Newro inferjority And Negro inferiorily ex
phned the Negro's anfenor status i the social
arider

I i o wander, then, that The Souls of Bloek
Folk (1o03) was adversely critivized by white
Sonthernurs. A review that appedared as pditorial
vomment in the Nashwilly Bonner was typical
Ihis book is danperous lor the negro o read
for i will only excile discontent and Rl his
pmagimation with thipgs that do not exist, or
thiings that should not bear wpon his mnd.” The
things that should not bear apon the Negro's
mind were, in summary, civil rights, the condep
of race pride, and a beliel in human equity

The Souls of Mlock Faolk, by Wilham E B
prangaeed)],  helped  to determime the
dirvetion of

Lhuhois
vmobional  lope
thought, and sugpestod some ol the themes that

antcipated

waould ocenpy mast hlack American writers for @
hitlf
Pl ]

contiry. Thie lone was. onee agiin
ideologital tipvetioh  wis loward

mwterracial  cooperalio anmd  integration:
themes wene the defiant assedtion of black hu
maiity and homan egquality. Andiall these woulid
fikel expression pott only o lieratore, bul im
soctal and politieal adtion that' started dn the

period ol the fisst Waorld War s hias never
stoppiad. But thal s anaother story
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Dr. W.E.B. Du Bois, a foremost American
scholar and dean of black persons of letters.

A Tew talented black writers

thd not peemit Dubois to mfluence their work
Willlnm 8. Braithwaite, Ann Spencet, Alice Dun
bar Nelson and [in his steange mitddle period and
v mod vareern] James Weldon Johnson priderned
1o think ol themselves simply al literary artsts
sty ta meet e standards ol

muostly povts

whose aim was

pmversality™ e stbject matter, cealtsmanship

aml form So they composed e

“rineelegs
poirms o ket b aod deesmes andd Toxees andd it
wnel homes aml pubilished them in such literary
Eaatloak, M At
Manthiv. the Bookman, and the Lderary Digest

Nor i all the bliok: seeters tor swhom rae
COBSE S Teas Wi e oot matrees, thi sy

aanh the ] st of per

magazines a8 et Caenlury

vhelogrea! touchstom
vpteon angd ansieht Jave the same kind ianil el
iyl Lalend though those with the hrightes
etlty were bioth aovelists o poets Jean Toomer
PIS- 19G7) wars o Bladk sttt only beefly, His
hook, lane 1423

prose shidehes amd o

strudhures slornes
Sablin into wo work of
wthoe calld a
novel lo Bamo [1929) and Baonang Bottom (193]
Clanade MoRev Taled o mateh Home to Harlen
his fest moviel, T honesty of treatment and chir
acter parteayval, and alter Harlen Shadows [1822)
the first valume of his poelry 1o e prubilishedd in

praems

superh Ileriry art which tha

Amern, the wiheant emational antepsity ol s
Clomter: Cullen [ 15906
1946) was o fine lyrit poet, whuse black podms

prrotest poems fell away

are olten striking statements on the black alien
andeexdie thime, bat whose novel, Chie Way to
Flowvien [1932], 15 just barely worthy of crincal
alention. OF all the black writers of thie period
wedd the Harlem  Renaissance,
190214967 was Tar and awiy
versatile, tonovitive and pro

commaonly  de
Langston $lugh
the must talented

Hfie e weale porms, short atories, noveld, plays
shitehos, essavs, o sociinl history and o two vol
wme autobiography

bnmedintely Tollawing  the lirst Waorld  War
Rl Phar

whal Congrossman  James 1

H'rlr-ulln:: 0
Byrnes of South

W white gonirmalist

- gaverned
Floting” and the “indendiary
of wintld-he Negra leaders, circalated
throngh Nogro newspapers in New York, Boston
and Chicageo rillecting on this and related
matlers, larte wrate: “Here is the same spinil

the spurk it is. of the new Negeo. Hit, he hits
hack: oo sucoession of race niots, he has proved
i That huage, leaderless exodus out of the
rutal South to the weban North meant for the
fiest timee iny his history the Negro had taken af

Clarobina delimed s the Negroes
reathon towiard rin

iherinces

fanrs it s own hands, Until then, things had
been done (o the Negro, with the Negro. and for
Al Tast e showed initiative and
solf-reliance” And this Negro engaged
the attention of griavely concerned whites, who
turned 1o sociologists, psychole s and human
ists for answers (o the “race problem.™ Studies

the: Negrn

new’

of Negroes hy whites poured from the presses
in the 1820's: The Negro in American Life; The
Negro Faces America, The Negro Problem in
CHties, The Negro Newspaper in the 115 Black
writing of hoth the scholarly and imaginative
kind was carefully [and critically] examined for
the isights iU affered into the "new’ Negro mind
and the clues it might yield to the Negroes' be
havior. Reviews of black books regularly ap
peared o thye book sections of metropolitan news
papers and in magazines of the caliber of the
Nutth Americon Review, Seeihner's, Harper's, the
Atlantic Monthly, and the American Mercury

But something was happening on another level
too: In revoll agaimst Mam Streetl provincialism
and  Mrs, Grundy's phony
flocked to the Southside, o Paradise Valley, o
Roxhury, to Harlem, where, it was generally be-
lieved, social and moral restramts need be exer
cisedl oily minimally among a people whose cur
renl imaginative Hterature celébrated the primi
tive and nstingtual and the .Ililhrni'\!). of fueling
over thought. And not anly their Tieratuee, their
s, their danges, Ll nsell

standards,  whilex

Negroey guickly became in the 1920'% i
subject of imagmative treatment by whites, Fu
gene O'Nedls The Emperor fones wis produced
in 1921, Carl Van Viedchien's Nigeer Heoven, a
novel of Varlem v, wis the runawiay best selles
e 1926, and the next year Paul Green's [ Abro
hant's Hosom won the Pulitzer Prize Tor drama
Sherwoml Andirson, Waldo Frank, Duliose Hey
ward dimong olhiers wriate novels of Negro
Bl Panl Whiteman, made the distinctive Negro
music, [z, Famous on concert halls throughout
the 118 Al emploving another thstingtively
black musical mode, George Gershwin composed
Hhapsady Hlue  In 1930, Green Pastures
MNegro mustcal play weitten and pamposed by
whites, openid on Deoadway. When at closed hive
liter, Aterica wats in the depths ol a gravi

Vel
Nt .1r11| St '..I| Crises

The Gireat Depression had a profownd weffect
ipon Ameercan Hfe and thought . I0 Gmpelled a
e o thes Telty promaotedd rathliss introspection
revodutioniry honesty, amd thee alfirmation of cer
L positive valves asset forthe say, inothe plays
af CHfford  (idivs amd S NO Behremaong  the
movels of Peskine Caldwall, fames T Fareell, John
il William
Fanlhnor, the cetticsm and soctal commuentary ol
Cebanville Thicks
amsd Heney Meocken In shord

[3os  Passos, Broest Hemangway
Newton Aryin, aul Rosenleld
though mislead
th Coresat I pression _L[I"Il'i'--1"|1
amd so Far as black Amoen
cdrs wirke goncveied, This new Conscionsness was
dewmatizel 1ot wark of Richard Wiight 1908
taitl),  heginning will hildrise
(1uang, aopillection of four novella deabing with

ity '.|||'||||'.ru
W DOHSEIOUS S
Hnele Fang s

Daliek e sty i
Alhongh [rankly revolotiongey i Hs o and

o et se g

e ts theme ol woelleetive retaliitory  vinlimoe
WrehtUs nowaedbicdied not propare Amorican reid
prs Tor Notive S [ 1940, has first ||nf|l|e~.1\u| (TTIR%
el A powerfil Marxis!l condemnition of Amuri
vt soaetys s pitdess antrospective ealigm obl
gl thae sensthilines oven of many muddle cliss
Niseeo eesders, whodisclaimed the anthar's per
cephinn ol thee American sociil eeality

Hlock Hov 109450 thie Jiast Book e serote in e
VLS s an witobnographical aceount of the auth
ors first iahteen youars, 11 tells nothing of his
b i Chicago, where ho was waoed and won by
thee Communist Party, worked on the Federil
Wetter s Project, and was a friend of the sociole
gist Hotiee Cavtan and the poots Margaret Walk
e antl Arma Bontemps. Ty 1937, Weight moved
1y New York, whore b also worked on the Fed
erdl Weiter's Praject. swrote for the communis!
Datly Worker, aml came 1o know | Langston
Hyghes, Counter Culles and Ralph Ellison. e
Liwnd an New York Tor ten yiars years, when
siareied e o Gather, the tenstons of o segregatyd
SOUTeLY swepe et thim b thought his wife and
child should b asketl tosbear. Packing up his
young  lamily, Wright moved  permanently o
France.  Ower the noxt thirteen  years, Wright
wrote sight hooks, Among these the novels, Thae
Chutsrder (1953), Savage Holiday [1945), anid The
Lone Dreqm (1958), show a sad falling ofl" of
liverary power and skall. an eresion of peroep
tion, and a relaxation of those impulses that pro

duced his best work

Novortholess, those black writers — both nov
elists and poets who came to wide altention
i the 109504 and "60°s, are indehbted 1o Richird
Wright, They owe him a debt of definition, which
only James Baldwin denies. As Ralph Ellison, the
penius who wrate Invisthle Man, points oul in a
brilliant essay entithed “Richard Wright's Blues,™
Wright difines his black choracters as human he-
ings first and assumes “that the nucleos of plas

continued on page 11




