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ONCE UPON 3 TIME. THERE WAS 3 C1ty DIVIDED. RAILROAD

TRACKS DIVIDED THEM PHYSICALLY , IGNORANCE AND RACISM
SERARATED THEM SPIRITUALLY, NOW THEY TRAVEL IN CARS

INSTEAD OF TRAINS AND BUILD MODERN FREEWAYS INSTEAD

OF OLD RAILROAD TRACKS.”

EDITORIALS

Promises,

Once upon a time, some people of
Durham were shown beautiful pictures
and miniature layouts of a renewed city.
These people were led to believe that if
they voted in favor of the proposals
being offered, they would see new and
sttractive rebuilding where slums and
ind buildings were stand-
were led to believe that
‘be justly compensated for
properties and aided in many

f

rebuilding. So, they went to
in droves and had a Jot to do

_ the proposals into law.
didn’t all live happily
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mouth woman yelling about “Pap

pens for her baby” as justificationi for
stealing. If she had had any feif respéct,
she could have bought enough cloth
diapers that would have taken care of
her baby’s needs as long ‘as necegsary
and after that would have served as

Promises

ever after. Most were unable to survive
the trauma of being betrayed, misled,
robbed, unjustly treated. Too strong
words, you say?

Some died, Some lost their minds.
Some were foreclosed on. Some just
went out of business: Some got sick
and are still sick.

A few, and only a few, got richer.

The story is about to end. Promises
haven’t been kept yet. Compare, if you
will, the appearance of downtown
Durham with that of what used to be
Hayti, the black business district.
Draw your own conclusions. It must

~ have been a fairy tale.
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‘way to get is to take. In the frustrations

with ghetto life, many played right into
the hands of people who still believe
this is typical black behavior and are all
too glad to point a finger of ‘I told you
80" at their highly visible methods,

while kegping their mouths shut and
Mm.mfmwm
ticated crimes - many perpetrated

, ' against the very. people they castigate.
" To use the cover of darkness or

any other disaster for stealing, Jooting,
buming, and, who knows what else, as
witnessed in New York, is inexcusable
however.
A poet once wrote:
“To every man there openeth
A high way and a low,
And every man decideth
Which way his soul shall go.

And the high soul climbs
The high way,

And the low soul gropes
Thelow..... =

We hope that should a similar situa-
tion occur in Durham or elsewhere,
that all people would take the high way
- no matter how tough the climb. Then
we could begin to talk with pride about
our great civilization.

by American
consulates in foreign coun-

President Carter’s decision not to go ahead
production of the B-1 bomber was a bold
one. and he's catching a Jot of flak because of it
But it was a sound decision. 2 good oee from
every standpoint . )
Despite the cries of alarmists. there's pleaty
was needed. We've al-

g

other. The anms race escalates. more weapons are

make sense, especially when you consider the
price tag on the B-1. Some estimates are that the
projected fleet of the new bombers and support
and maintenance systems would ultimately cost

Just ome plane would cost about $100
million. And then there are the extras. not to

Benjamin L. Hooks
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QUALITY EDUCATION FOR BLACKS AMERICANS:
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With a determined glint in ifs collective eye.
the 99 member “NAACP Conference On Quality
Education for Black Americans: An Imperative”,
roled up its sleeves and spent fwoand-one-half
intensive days in Chicago recently trying lo
determine why black children are not ledming to
read, write, or master simple mathematics.

versities, then (usned loose for befter or worse,
to instruct owr children. The conference asked,
for example, does class gnd/or race figure in the
context? 1s the system 00 per-
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price - quite a few. And just think of the number

One of the major problems this country
faces is high youth ancmployment. About a third
of teenagers who want 1o work are -
and for blacks the figure is around 60 per cent.

The Administration’s proposals for special
youth job programs are infevesting to compare
with the costs the B-1 would incur. An inner
city Youth Community Comservation and Im-
provement Project, for example, would create
30000 jobs for teemagers at a cost only 2 bit
higher than two B-l1s.

Expansion of public service jobs 10 create
138.000 dots for youth would cost less than 10

marginal improvements i defense capabilities
cost far more than social that make 2
major difference in people’s lives and in creating
opportunities to escape from poverty.

And that too has imporiant defense impli-

That's especially true in 4oday’s “overkill™ situs-

AN IMPERATIVE

tutions of higher ing make available high
concentration of courses for prospective teachers
that concentrate on the wrban child and his
home environment with minimal concentration
on courses dealing with educational policy, ad-
ministration, research, finances, or other social
muu that help determine what the child’s
environment is likely to be?

This situation is compounded by continued
discrimination in employment and housing. If
urban schools (where the large majority of black
and the poor attend) do not become drastically
more effective, our major cities and this nation
are on the brink of destruction.” That is part of
the call going out to the 1,700 NAACP branches
locaied in every state of the union.

" Tired of excuses given by school boasdd, ™™ "Y

The differential forces the college student to
accept the potion, the conference declared, that
the problems faced by school sys-
primarily caused by the children and
their families mther than by racist educational
I “ -

Is (busing) as the courts have
said, a useful tool to be utilized in the overall
educational process and not the hotly divisive
gnz’udesbomofmmion its detractors say
it 1s?

Said the Task Force of Curriculum: “

VISA ABUSE - s PRESIDENTIAL RECOM- ment increases the-u fear that penalization of
M‘fd aliens enter :;:”%:u mm MENDATIONS ment of lawful employers who hire ille
America with student pass  Colimbia s  twentydour OPPOSITION aliens may diw‘?un? mh;
ports Of tourlst visas issued s and is growing af 3 President Carter is conss Foreign aid 10 credte jobs employment of  Sp

in the native countries of
illegal aliens will be opposed
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fair mec of education and
job Visas were issued to
six thou

applicants are waiting to be
admitied. As. silled facio

d Columblans last |
.year. Fifteen thousand visa

borders also encourages drug

| n'“g::nmt has failed

for the last quarter of a cen-
tury 10" provide 2 remedy to
resolve the pressing national

» problem created by the in-

their ability to provide do-
mestic employment. Imposi-
tion of s st em-
loyers who hire illegal aliens.
glw identity cards for flle-
gal aliens less capable of
counterfeiting. An increase in
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posing temrible costs on our economy and our
order
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of the funds saved by not
producing the housing and jobs
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poor.

It has been a long time - not since the early

days of civil right protests and court foom battles

that led to the historic Brown versus the Topeka,

Kansas, Board of Education ~ since a civil rights
has been mounted with such determined

fmy.;l"lﬁsdrive

ises to leave no stone un-
tumned, to be thwarted by no man-made barrier
no matier how terribly formidable in size or di-
mension.

For joining the fight will be parents and stu-
dents who must share responsibility, and con-
cerned and foreward looking school administra-

by what the educational system is not doing for
our children.
All of them are led by an NAACP that is

‘donning full battle gear for one of the most

important fights in its long and battle scarred
hi .

An.d when it is over, | will guarantee you,
the school system is this country will never be
the same.

speaking Americans.
A solution must be
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