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Benjamin L. Hooks
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR NAACP

In oyy ghort visit with the
President, NAACP officers
and board members stressed
the dire need of employment
and economic development in
the devastated inner cities of
our nation.

The NAACP has long been
an advocate of the philo-
sophy that the right to a job,
the t to earn a living for
one’s ,-and the right to
escape the dnhum_lnizing wel-
fare rolls should be a funda-
mental human and civil right
that out to be protected by
law.

You cannot talk about
welfare without talking about
jobs. Indeed, there is little
you can discuss in meaningful
terms in the mx?ed com-
munities of black folk with-
out talking about employ-
ment. For on this turns how
or if one marries, stays to-
gether to raise children, edu-
cate them, furnishes decent,
tary housing for
them and indeed, -
clothes and furnished ade-

communities.
We told the President we

ANNUITIES
APARTMENT
RENTALS
AUTO
BEQUEST
BONDS
BURIAL
BUSINESS
CANCER
| DISABILITY -
EDUCATION
ENDOWMENT

FIRE
GROUP
HOMEOWNERS

:LP O. Box 8774

felt his administration's pro-
posed income maintenance
program was encouraging.
However, we feit it must
assure that work incentives
are not punitive but serve
as a vehicle for providing
meaningful jobs tl::)r able-
bodied citizens,

The proposed plan to in-
clude subsidies for housing
in income maintenance must
be vigorously opposed if the
national  objectives  for
housing are to be preserved
and expanded.

Federal housing aid under
the proposed administration
program could not be target-
ed to eliminate slum housing,
halt the deterioration of
older neighborhoods, ot ex-
pand opportunities for free-
dom of choice of location in
which one desire to reside,

Any national welfare
policy adopted must provide
a program that allows the
poor adequate income for an
acceptable quality of life and
a housing program geared to-
ward providing a decent, safe
and sanitary place to live ina
suitable environment.

We urged the President to
throw his s l_ﬁport behind the
Humphrey-Hawking full em-
ployment bill now pending in
the Congress.

But even greatly increased
employment in the black
munity, as welcome as that

plettlf answer, For therer isha
nother nagging part of this
puzzle that refuses to fit'
snugly in. And that is wide:
spread ‘dndérémployhient i
the . black _community and .
thus the. disparity of income
between: black and” white
families of comparabie come
position and skills. »

The U.S. Depgrtmem of
Commerce, Bureau of the
Census, issued a gloomy re-
port in this context on Octo-
ber 4, 1977. While lauding
the fact that *“1976  real
median family income i(is)
up three per cent — the first
real annual gain for American
families since 1976; and that
the povery population drops
an estimated 900,000," the
report  Almost as an after-
thought, went on:

“White families had in-
come of $15540 in 1976
which represented a three per
cent constant dollar increase
over 1975 following a three
per cent constant dollar de-
crease from 1975 to 1976.1n
contrast, the 1976 median in-
come of black families
($9.240) showed ‘no statisti-

cal change in real terms either .

from the previous year or
from 1974.”

Why is it that white medi-
zn family income should be
more than $6,000 yearly than
that of the black ‘median
family? Why is the gap be-
tween white and black in:
come widening instead of
closing?

And what can we of the
NAACP working with the
administration and others do
about it? Therein lies our
greatest challenge. For in
that income gap one can dis-
cern alf the horrors of depri-

" vation, horrorific unemploy-

ment; widespread underem-
ployment, huge numbers of
blacks clustered in the non-
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guilty.

After the cPuihy ve:dlcts
were handéd down, Berman-
zohn declared that he would

. appeal the decision to the

ash County Superior Court.
James paid off his fine, Both
James and Bermanzohn said
after the ‘trial, “the way‘the
courts treated us and the way
that they treated Joe Judge
shows that a rich man can

—

skilled, heavy, dirty low pay-
ing jobs; seasonal employ-
ment and. consequently, fre-
quent periods of unemploy-
ment,

get away with murder while
a poor man can’t even pro-
test  that murder,” Upon
leaving ‘the courthouse, Ber-

manzohn and James and
members of the People’s
Coalition for Justice re-
joined the pickets outside
chanting.

The PCJ stated that it
would ‘“‘continue to fight
for justice and that the at-
tempts by the courts to
crush our organization will
not succeed. Qur struggle
continues stronger day by
day.”
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Yet, the most unfortumate
aspect of the court's ruling
is- its heavy reliance on'.an

_unresolved case (Bakke) cur-

rently. pending before the U.

S. Supreme Court, Thus, the

granting of a permanent,

~ sweeping injunction in this

case is patently premnture

In. addition to .urging
action from the U.S. Attor-
ney General's office, the NBL
President strongly hintad at
the need - for ‘the minority
business and economic com-
munities to mobilize their
forces to challenge what he
called *‘this unfortunate and
premature ruling”.
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