
!

I"

SAT., JANUARYS. 19791 '

SAVE 20c FEU IBsave 50c fei IB

.' A MA BAM iBHH 11

THE CARCUNA TIMES -I- S
The Henanco

of Electronic

Smog

Americans are being
bombarded daily with
radiation given off by
power lines, radio and
microwave transmitters,
even home appliances,
and research indicates it
may be extremely hazar-
dous to their health.

Science writer Lowell
Ponte writes in the
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tromagnetic pollu-
tion ' 'electric
smog" the unseen
energy waves that spread
outward like ripples in a
pond around every elec-

trical device we use. And
we use many. The United
States is wired with a half
a million miles of high-volta- ge

power lines. For
communications we de-

pend on 250.000
microwave relay
link's... nine million
broadcasting transmitters
and 'microwave relay sta-

tions,, and thirty million
CB radios flood our air-

waves." The list goes on,
and it is long.

The Soviet Union and
its Eastern European sat-telit-

have conducted ex-

tensive research on the ef-

fects of electric smog.
Their findings:
"Electromagnetic fields
may cause of host of
health problems, in-

cluding hypertension,
heart attacks, headaches,
sexual dysfunction,
drowiness, nervous ex-

haustion and blood
disorder," Ponte writes.

Whether they knew of
these effects at the time or
not, the Soviets for four-

teen years bombarded the
U.S. Embassy in Moscow
with radar-lik- e

microwaves. Though the
practice has since been

stopped, former embassy
personnel "exhibit a
higher rate of cancer than
the? American average,
and. fVo U.S. am-

bassadors in Moscow sub-

jected to this microwave
radiation have died of
cancer," Ponte continues.

Further, medical resear-
chers at the University of
Colorado have discovered
that the death rate for cer-
tain cancers, leukemia
among them, is higher
than average in homes
within 130 feet of high-curre- nt

power lines. This
may be attributed to the
fact that electric smog in-

terrupts the body's
biological rhythms, put-

ting a greater stress on the
body and making it less
resistant to disease.

The Soviet Union, as a
result of its research, has
Imposed strict limits o
the amount and duratio;
of microwave emissions o

person may absorb. The
U.S., in contrast, has no
legal restrictions for elec-

tromagnetic radiation ex-

posure, and its formal
guidelines are vastly looser
than those of the U.S.S.R.
(the Soviet criterion is

1000 times tougher for
,workers, 10,000 times

tougher for civilians).
Ponte notes that

Representative El.zabeth
Holtzman (D., N.Y.) has
already asked the White
House to consolidate
authority over elec-

tromagnetic radiation.
Othet procedures to

help protect people from
overdose of radiation
would include indepen-
dent, objective research
on the problem, legal safe
standards for exposure
and shielding of high-volta- ge

Uncs by putqng
thent underground.
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