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Philby,
Burgess &

MacLean
On WTBS

“Philby, Burgess and
Maclean,”” the true story of
Russian counterspies who in-
vaded the ranks of the British
government, debuts as the
third program of the Mobil
Showcase Network's Summer-
show Monday, July 21 at 8:30
p.m. on WTBS.

“Philby, Burgess and
Maclean’’ begins in 1945,
when a Russian KGB colonel
offered to reveal the names of
Russian agents working in the
British government. [t covers
the dealing and double-dealing
that preceeded the 1951 defec-
tion to Moscow of Guy
Burgess (played by Derek
Jacobi) and Donald Maclean
(Michael Culver), both highly-
placed officials in the British
diplomatic service. It was not
until 1963 that Kim Philby
(Anthony Bates), exonerated
in the initial scandal, was iden-
tified as the mysterious ‘third
man’ in the ring. Philby, a
full-paid KGB colonel who’d
been working for Moscow
throughout his entire career,
had managed to rise to the
rank of a senior official in Bri-
tain’s Secret Service. Why it
took 20 years to flush out a
cadre of counterespionage
agents in their own ranks is a
question that has been bother-
ing and fascinating the British
for years.

The implications of the
work done by Philby, Burgess
and Maclean reaches far

. beyond the borders of Great
¢ Britain. Acting as a chain the
. three agents. effected the most
serious leak of top-secret in-
formation of the 20th Cen-
tury. Atomic energy secrets
funneled to Russia from
America by Donald Maclean
climaxed in the Russian
atomic bomb. The detonation
of that bom permanently
changed the balance of world
power,  precipitating  the
ominous damper on world
relations known today as the
Cold War.

' The scandal surfaced again
last year when journalists un-
masked a fourth man in the
case, Sir Anthony Blunt, ex-
curator of the royal art collec-
tions, following the publica-
tion of *“The Fourth Man’’ by
Andrew Boyle.
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