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Jame Earl Jones

James Earl Jones is
one of America's . most
celebrated and 1 honored,
actors. He's won Broad- -'

way's coveted . 'Tony'
Award, been nominated v

for Hollywood's Oscar as
'

well as winning a mul- -
; titude of other pres-
tigious i awards, v He's
never been a' man to

: stand still, and his talent --

: cuts across , racial and
cultural boundaries : to 1

reach world-wid- e audi-- f

ences. .'r i'v'-:- '
Known for his versa-- 1

tility, 'Jones recently
starred in Ibsen's classic
"Hedda Gabler" at the
Yale Repertory Theatre .
and then took off for
Spain to play the viK ;

lainous . Fools adoon in
VConan the . Barbarian ;
opposite muscleman Ar--;

nold Schwarzenegger, :

Jones describes his
character as "kind of a
prehistoric Darth Vadar."
He did the voice of Vadar
in "Star Wars:" :

James Earl Jones at--
.

tended the University of
Michigan and .was study-
ing to become a doctor
when the theatre bug bit
but he wasn't certain that
he would make it a career
at that point. .

The Army has played
an important part in his
life. He Joined Army
ROTC at the University
of Michigan and enjoyed
the experience.

"I was in college at
the time when fraternities
and sororities were very

. strong," Jones says. "I
had no interest in fratern-
ities, but ROTC did have
the Pershing Rifles and
Scabbard and Blade,"
two Army ROTC fratern-
ities which he did Join,
and balanced the drill
and military training with
an active social life.
"They gave me the as-
sociation of my fellow
trainees in non-milita- ry

situations. We'd go out
for clambakes and weinie
roasts and weekend
hikes. Sol had fun, too."

Jones, who says he
would recommend Army
ROTC to today's young
men and women, also be--
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lieves in the citizen'
Army. "I believe Army
ROTC is a very strong
part of the citizen Army.
That's where you know
that college-traine- d peo-
ple are also your officer
corps for the Army." :

In fact, it was an Army
officer who . counseled
him to try for his dream
of becoming an actor
rather than extending for
a ,; second term in the
Army.

Jones has been ac-

claimed for the "univer-
sal" quality of his act-

ing. "I feel I have an
obligation in playing a
black person to play a
person who is primarily a
human being. I don't load
him with a lot of ethnic
and cultural limitations
because I think that's
what a lot of people think
being black is. It is so
much more. So I make
sure that as an actor I
get as broad a range of
what a black person can
be as. possible." It is
that universal Quality
that has allowed Jones to
play a number of roles
which had previously
been associated only
with white actors.

Jones has a lot of
plans. He wants to play
Big Daddy in "Cat On a
Hot Tin Roof," and he'd
like to play Brock in
"Born Yesterday." He'll
also be playing "Othel-
lo" again this summer.

If that weren't enough,
James Earl Jones also
has several irons in the
,fire for television plays
and films, and for reviv-
ing some of America's
great theatrical dramas.


