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MRS. VIVIAN SANSOM HONORED - From left to right are Dr. George C. Debnam, trustee, Shaw University; Dr. Ciarence G. Newsome, 
president, Shaw; Dr. V ivian Merrick Sansom; and Dr. Willie E. Gary, chairman of the trustee board of Shaw University.

j.j Before you say “1 do,
^ you get your On Your Side Revie

Mrs. Vivian Sansom Honored for 
70 Years of Community Work

HHS HONOREES - Hillside high School recently honored its outstanding student-athletes during its annual Spring Banquet. Pictured from 
eft to right are: James K. Reaves, alumnus; Anya Sippens, 4.8 grade point average (gpa), full scholarship to Hampton University; John Lyon, 4.99 
'pa, valedictorian, full scholarship to Harvard University; Taylor Brown, 4.77 gpa, full scholarship to UNC-ChapcI Hill; and Bob Hill, athletic

Shaw University presented a Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Cau
[.•c \/.,7ian Qonc/vm f/vr /*/vntrihiitirvnc ac <» “rr\l<a '**^1Mrs. Vivian Merrick Sansom for contributions as a “role model for 

in Raleigh and Durham areas.”
According to Clarence G. Newsome, president of Shaw University «ii 

Vivian Merrick Sansom has spent nearly 70 years serving as a role n,!?: 
for women in the Raleigh and Durham areas. She extols and exentnl? 
the importance of physical fitness for women. To her great credit, she, 
55 years as a teacher in that field personally inspiring young women at? 
Shaw University and North Carolina Central University.”

She came to Shaw University in 1959 and spent 36 years as an instn, 
in tennis, swimming, golf, archery, jazz, tap. and modem dance. She i* 
organized the drill team, dance troupe, and cheerleaders. At a time 
women were beginning to recognize their physicality and their place
the sports world and society as a whole, Mrs. Sansom served as a pionjj
mentor and teacher - a living and breathing example for the young we 
she taught and with whom she came into contact.

Prior to coming to Shaw, she taught physical education at NCCU, »i, ^ 
she worked with legendary coach John McClendon. She was present 
the first CIAA Tournament was held in 1946 ... and she’s been present.*
since - a presence at the tournament every single V ..' it has been held * 

From a young age, Mrs, Sansom was involve in physical fitness t 
women. After receiving a bachelor’s degree in physical education from r? 
ladep College, she obtained a masters degree in education from Boston y, 
versity, and did post graduate studies at North Carolina Central Universifv 

For five years, she was the director of physical education at theYoi 
Women’s Christian Association in Winston Salem. In Durham, she co-fejl 
ed the Play School’at W.D. Hill Recreation Center in Durham.

Outside the world of education, Mrs. Sansom and her family aretket), 
founders and co-owners with the York family the Southgate Plaza Shopij, 
Center - the first minority-owi d shopping center between WashinJ 
D.C., and New Orleans; La. to be built without government expenditure^ 

Mrs. Sansom is the mother of four, grandmother of six, and great-gmj. 
mother of one.

The degree was presented May 10 at the Shaw University Commeij 
ment that was held at J.S. Dorton Arena in Raleigh.
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DURHAM

City of Durham 
Fraud, Waste and Abuse Hotline
The City of Durham’s Audit Services Department has a hotline to M 
ensure fiscal responsibility and accountability throughout the City. Ai! 
person may file an anonymous or confidential report to disclose 
fraud, waste or abuse regarding City property and resources. Yournii 
and email address will not appear anywhere on the report unless ^ 
complete the confidential information section. Submit yourrei 
by phone or by mail to:

Online: www.durhamnc.gov/departments/ audit/fraud form.cfiii

By telephone: 560-4213 Ext 243 or

By mail: City of Durham, Audit Services Department, 
101 City Hall Plaza, Durham, NC 27701

Notice Under the Americans with Disabilities Act 
The City of Durham will not discriminate against qualified 
with disabilities on the basis of disability. Anyone who reqw® 
auxiliary aid or service for effective communications, or assisti* 
participate in a City program, service, or activity, should contic 
office of Stacey Poston, ADA Coordinator, Voice: 919-560-4197 ■ 
TTY: 919-560-4809; stacev.poston@durhamnc.gov. as soon as 
but no later than 48 hours before the scheduled event.

For Classified Information Call 682-2913 Todayl

r ' i-lt

http://www.durhamnc.gov/departments/
mailto:stacev.poston@durhamnc.gov

