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PERRY, PERRY & PERRY, P.A.
—ATTORNEYS AT LAW— 
General Practice Including: 

AUTO ACCIDENTS REALESTATE
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION WILLS & ESTATES
WRONGFUL DEATH TRAFFIC OFFENSES

PHONE: (919) 683-8685 
321 East Chapel Hill St., Durham, NC 7701 

A LAW FIRM FOCUSED ON OUR CLIENTS

C. Destine A. Couch 
Attorney at Lawwww.couchandassociates.com

919-688-8786
Serving the community and 
accepting new clients.

University Tower
3100 Tower Blvd., Suite 901
Durham, N.C. 27707

Beta Phi Chapter Officers, Omega Psi Phi

Couch & Associates, P.C.
Welcomes Attorney C. Destine A. Couch
Former Durham County Assistant Distant Attorney 

* Criminal
* Traffic Offenses
*DWI
* Worker’s Compensation
*Personal Injury

DURHAM PEN FLEAMARKET
1600 E. PETTIGREW STREET, DURHAM NC 

(919) 308-7657

PRODUCE and 
MUCH MORE 

Fruits and
LOWEST PRICES IN ALL OF DURHAM

Open Saturdays & Sundays 7 am until4 pm
Robert T. Perry, Owner Trans Perry, Manager

“Changing our

FIRST CHRONICLES 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER
Is accepting applications for the 
summer and 2014-15 school year.
Following are some of the 

reasons you should choose FCC
-5 star Christian daycare
-Small class size
-Licensed NC Pre-K and

Math teachers
-Majority of staff have master 
degrees and above

-Proven track record of over 7 years world one child
-i" and 2nd Shifts available at a time”

Please contact Pastor William or Pebbles Lucas for more
information at

(919)688-7014 or 641-4516
Beta Phi Chapter members of Omega Psi Phi - 

Picture of the 2016-2017 Chapter Officers of the 
Beta Phi Chapter of The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
Durham, N.C.

Seated L-R: Russel Jones-lst Vice Basileus, Carlos 
McCall-Basileus, Fleenoil Lane-2nd Vice Basileus, 
Antonio Jones-Keeper of Finance

Standing L-R: Ronald Reeves-Asst Keeper of 
Records and Seal, Clayton Jones, Jr-Political Action 
Committee Chairman & Parliamentarian, Frederick 
Brown-Technology Website Chairman & Asst Editor, 
Lucious McEachin-Social Committee Chairman & 
John Ervin-Editor.

Not pictured: Clifton Johnson-Keeper of Records 
& Seal, Whitney Porter-Asst Keeper of Finance, Jason 
Evans-Keeper of Peace, James Carter-Asst Keeper of 
Peace, PaulAnderson-Chaplin, Robert Gaddy-Dean of 
Education, Robert Hoover Historian, Milton Harper- 
Asst Historian & Derek Ellis-Immediate Past Basileus

“Achievement Week for the Durham, N.C. Beta Phi Chapter of the Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity” - The Beta Phi Chapter of the Durham, N.C. Chapter of the Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity held its annual Achievement Convocation on Sunday November 
13,2016 on the Campus of North Carolina Central University. The event was held 
at the H. M. Michaux School of Education. This annual event is held yearly to give 
recognition of citizens who have made noteworthy contributions towards

improving the quality of life in our community.
The winners are: L-R-Philip Terry-Superior Service Award, Floyd Ferebee- 

Basileus-Award, Evester Bailey-Founders Award, Carlos McCall-Omega Man of 
the Year Award, Jason Redmond-Superior Service Award, Calvin L. Riley-Star 
Studded Award, Gregory Guthrie-Star Studded Award, Nirobe Pharaoh-Beta Phi 
Chapter Essay Contest Winner & Wendell M. Davis-Citizen of the Year.

Former officer, teen meet for first time since 1999 shooting
By Jason Nevel

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) - The tragedy of a baby being shot 17 years ago culminated 
in ajoyful reunion Dec. 10 between the victim, now a thriving teenager, and a former 
Springfield police officer who always wondered what happened to him.

David Ballance, 62, said it was a miracle to finally see a grown-up William Smith, 
formerly William Cave Jr., face-to-face.

“Thank you, God, for this moment,” said Ballance, as he hugged Smith, 17, in The 
State Journal-Register newsroom Dec. .10 in Springfield.

Smith, a senior at Normal Community High School, was joined by more than a dozen 
friends and family members who traveled to Springfield Dec. 10 to meet Ballance.

Smith also called his adoptive father who raised him, Johnny Smith, who lives in 
Memphis, Tennessee, so he could speak to Ballance.

Meeting the man he credits with saving his life 17 years ago was a blessing and a 
miracle, Smith said.

“I never would have thought someone would still think about me all these years,” he 
said.

On July 12, 1999, Smith was 4 months old when he was shot during a drug deal gone 
wrong involving his biological father, William Cave.

Three men walked up to Cave, who was in his pickup near 11th and Pine streets at 
11:50 p.m., and attempted to rob him at gunpoint. The baby also was in the pickup.

The elder Cave, who has since turned his life around since the shooting, pulled away 
as one of the men fired a handgun. The bullet passed through Cave’s back and hit Smith 
in the head, critically injuring him.

Ballance, now an independent contractor and chaplain for Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 1239 in Beardstown, was one of the first patrol officers on the scene and discovered 
the baby had a bullet lodged under his left temple.

Because of the shooting, and other issues from an up-and-down career as a Spring- 
field police officer, Ballance said he has suffered post-traumatic stress disorder for near
ly 20 years.

In October, he reached out to The State Journal-Register to see if Smith was alive and 
doing well.

He quickly got his answer when a family member of Smith saw the story and reported 
he was a straight-A student in Normal, prompting Saturday’s reunion.

“That lifted a burden off me, and I’ve had more spring in my step ever since,” Bal
lance said.

Smith’s family and Ballance shared stories for an hour Dec. 10 and could have talked more. 
Ballance and Smith are now friends on Facebook and plan to stay in touch, each said.

Glynis Smith, who adopted William as soon as he was released from the hospital, shared 
with Ballance that doctors warned her the child might struggle to walk, never drive and have an 
intellectual disability.

He’s overcome each and every obstacle in front of him, she said.
“He is my angel,” Glynis Smith said.
She also was glad the two reunited because it shows her son, at a time when tension between 

police and the black community is high, there are good people who wear a uniform.
“We’re so thankful to God for you,” she said.
Seeing Smith reunite with Ballance reminded her God has a plan for everyone, said Evelyn 

Curry, Glynis Smith’s biological daughter.
“Everything happens for a reason,” Curry said. “That’s why we’re here today.”
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