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7 Comaress of the Wnited States,

"_.'

HOUSK" O REPRESENTATIVES)
VDEBATE- -« T
intg the conducs.of General Wilkissgn.
o desduy, Tegenbeggly.
! The (olowing veselution, pficred by Mr:.
L being umder consider@tion ; - _
et of Brigadiér Gereral Jages
W kigson in relation to. WS having at any“time,
ikt in the service of the United Btates, cor-
yipily received money from  the government of
6ol or its. agents, or in relatfon to his

b »
Hurng \he tinde aforesaid, been an accou?&.
e inany way copcerned with the agents o @
reien power, or with Aah Burr, in a project

ninst the dominions of the king of Spain, or
o dismember these United States. = And that the
i committee enghire generally into the con-
et of the said James Wilkinson as Brigadier
bioeral of the arfny of the United States: That
#e suid committee lrave power to send for per-
ons and papers and compel their attendance and
woddction; and that they report the result of their
‘t'n.quir;_ 1o this House. ) .

Mr. Root said* he hoped this question would
o be taken very bastily. He wished the mo-
gon might lie on the table for two or three days.
e belicved one' member of the resolution” to. be
ymecessary, nay, improper. He . said he was
wtnow prepared to refer to documents ot re.
soris or 10 the sentence of a military court of en-
-ﬂ,jry to prove it. - He alluded to that member

-
L,

b 01 the epquicy

H

4

siness. There had been causes, he said, unfoid-
o 10 the committee at the last session which
would shew them the impropriety of enquiring in-
ol bsiness of the Sp#lish pension. . Jt woyld
Je remature noj to state the reasons which go-

f

moted that the resolution should lie on the (p-|

.\ Mr. Taylor said he had always been ol opinion |
Mt the power of this House did not extend to

‘ subject of this enquiry. That opinion how-,
rer had oot been in coincidence with the opmi-
0 of & majority of this: Honae. Neither should

e now attempr to argue this ground over again.r

? usion ; this holding Wp his character on the!
ent

UIE ¥orse the better side,

hlatis
'

inc of his being ordered from command, had
kirhands tied, not having the power of dismis.
big it frrm service, even if it had been pro-
et You, by youracts (said Mr. Taylor) snatch
li¢' victim from public opinion, and produce a
Gintction that he cannot be dismissed from ser-
e lest his improper actions should implicate the |
#etilive, who could but do as they have done.
¥msure has been passed upon this officer by the |
Prefiment inasmugh as he has been superceded
i important’ cof@mand, previously t0o, as it |
Miears, to the motion of the gentleman from
pith-Carolina (MewPearson) at the last session §
. T, said he was not for patting it off ; he was
Mrilecting the thing.  1f gentlemen of the House
I détermined to. enquire; he said, let it be
Heedily, so that there-might be an end to the
fhigss, and 10 the unjust imputations on the
fttnment for keeping him in employ, when it
% the opinion of many (he had already express-
“Hi8) that fie should be removed. Mr. T.said
= 188 against pestponement for a day or an hour.
F il he were anxious for, the reputation of the
Widoal, he should be of the same opinion.
* Was anxious alsy forthe réputation of the Lx-
MUive in retaining him office, which would be
“lmitted by keeping himkin command, if Con-

W by asort of committee of safety, an uncon:
Bonil court or- comsnittee ‘of enquiry, had

LiepLin berween him and them. © He was ex-
i h{rﬂ’y averse to posiponement. wri -

00 Smide: waid he agreed with his friend from
L Laraling in one respect, but eould not vate
A Jilti on thig question ; bepause heeonsidered
" i};smusr from its cominencement to this

N uncongtitutional proceeding on the part |

Hoossy The Holse appeared determibed
. but it should not-be with
When & few more - diffical-

B0 5 %0 et e
SN ol his' vore, /- ; g
- been cigated by Jlie proceedingy they
lo rstanding of the sub-

saidy but so far from

‘I :_ ﬂ'fr.ijﬁ
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—— same 15:?&: that he was liable to be brought’ to
He could not aid
_the progreéss: of the enquity by-any vote of his,
though he rejoicgd that " the meatter was  again

trial before gnother authority.

taken ups $
n said, that if this.subject were ne
nd now for tite first tige
“be ho objtstion toits- lyipg on;
M a8 it Wi$ Dot the subj

; Yofore the Houscat

reason-for its' lying on the table,

of enquiry.
wasalso a strong argument in-favor of an ear
decision,

The question on the resolytion’s lying on the

table was lost, 33 to 78.

Mr. Troupt moved to amend the resolytion by
|adding thereto the following words; ¢ and fgr-
ther, that the said James Wilkinson be notified of
the time and place of meeting of said committee,
and be heard in his defence.”

&r. Sanford said, he had never doubted, as'
well from the constitution as from the plainest
'dictates of common sense, that the House had
' the right to enquire into the state and conduct of
the army, or that of one ofits commanding offi:
cers—and hatd mere than once authorised commat-
tees for that purpose ; but the form of a ceurt o

; ST, : ey 5t st and try a military offi-
. which regapded the Spanish bu. |5 collect testimony, hear and try
githe resolution which reg B/ o u !ccr, had never Lbefore been attempted ; because 1o/

the mere purpose gf enquiry no such thing w
necessary, if proper.’

idea cf a committee of this House, calling a ge
tlemen of the military garb befure them; he
him, as it .is_said, in his delence, and it weu
seem,

thought proper to ofier.  If it was the object

hooks of public epinion ;- the course pur-|the mover-merely that the comumitiee should re-
hied hroughont the whole business, would make |ceive any evidence refative to the subject, he con-
He said he was un- ceived that the amendment of the gentleman,
illing, if this person was unworthy ef the cofifi- thou _ ;
ke of the government, that he should hold a lieved it was the understonding _of all gcnt_lcmm
linion, where the government could not take who were in favor of the resolution that testimony
Mdofhim ; angd he would therefore not postpone | should not be entirely e£ fierte ; but the commit-
% subject a day or an hour, but give it to the tee ought not, he conceived, to be bound to re-
inmittee, if it was the sense of the House—for, ceiye the evidence, unless they deemed it condu- |
e vould say, that the government of the United |cive to the end of enquiry. I'-!c was opposed to|
Pls, in vespect to this dindividual, from the|the amendment more because it was unnecessary

Eih not improper, was unnecessary. He b

than improper.

My, Troupp supported Lis amendment. Was
possible, he asked, that this Houst could ev
think of coming to a decision on the charact
and conduct of an individual without hearing hi
in his-defence? If they heard exr farte testim

paite conclusion 2 Gen. Wilkinson must cith

pronounced on his conduct, or acted in relation
him asif they had done so. Suppose the Hou

tried twice for the same offence; by what w

jury of his country.

not a petty jury to determine the question of gu
ty-or not Guiltye After pronouncing as far

double prosecution for the same uffence.

front his accusers. -
climax of the unconstitutionality of their:ppocee

mality of trial, Geweral Wilkinson was (o put

s piep of
must. geen :
the committee would pronou

NCE, o
a trial 10'all intents and _pur’posgi;

‘gXeept that

contained in_the ‘constitution to warrant such

g
s nol forry; he :
that thi 'L. . had been revewed j

. g ould cc flu - iw‘no'
R -

i

et ".u
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e |

mc% ) it Was
desirous to add loth
jo; he shpuld ve

! q‘_.“

sbsurdlity of the
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e agitated, he presumed

having
‘last ‘ses-
¥ --had and a report
de o “the sabject, be. copld sce no syfficient
If the mujori-
ty was deternmjnéd; that there should be nofurthey
emuiry, it ought to be decided immediately, for
ithe reasons mentioned by the genileman from
South Carolina ; for the honor of the Executived
and of the person whose conduct was the subject
The limited duration of the session

If the commiltee is to go
linto this form into the business, and then again
! the House ir like manner, there would be no end
; s bl ot Aot ke 3 'to the businesss The amendment now proposed
e s mind in wishing to strike i1 out. e 2 : 5 Lo

g g s . assuming the form of trying General Wilkinson,
{hc hoped it would not be adopted.—ile had no

as a thing of coprse, Rltcrwards to pronounce
guilty uenor guily. .

Myr. Pedrson said: it had been belicved by the
He was, and e befieved a great majority of this |committee at the last session of Copgrcss, that
House was, pretty well tived of this subict ; and|ithey had the power to receive any evidence Gen.
il the investigatiog was to come to_any thing, he |[eral Wilkinson miglt think proper 1o bring for-
yould be for giv'uﬁ to the commiltee, who were ward, and in the manner }vhlch should have been
o hve the subject in charge, the earliest pos.|deemed most consistent with the duty of the com-
8tk opportunity to commence their labors. For, |mittee, and the honor of the House who appoint-
b 1sid he believed 1f this individual posscesed aled them ; and he ‘believed that every membes of
igriin of popularity, a penny-weight of character, [lhe committee had been at all times during the
s mode. of bringing forward this subject so late | session perfectly willing Lo receive any communi-
#he session that it was impaessible to come to a [cation which General Wilkinson might have

ny, was it possible that they would come 10 an x| lected testimony and sent it to the executive; on

he heard,uy the House in his defence before they | quiry had betn held in due form.

should on thi$ occasion chuse to consider itself!
as.an inquisitorial tribunal, asthe grand inquest
of the nation as it was called—why, he might ke

called the grand inquest of this house, and petty
The house would olLserve,
that in the case of their proceeding, although
there wasa grand jury to find the bill, there was

they could, the house were Lo turn him over to the
laws, according to which he must appear before
another grand inquest, and alterwards be. tried
whether guilty or not guilty before a petty jury.
Il they proceeded in this way, there would be a
Mr. T.
was therefore decidedly of opinion that if the
thouse pursued the subject, Gen. Wilkinsorrought
to have his constitutional and legal right to con-

Mr. Rhea said this amendment would cap the
ings 3. for it would give to the enquiry all the ‘for.
guilly or_npt guilty ; the commitiee
; evidencé must be taken, on which
This would be

‘other cases (he party was ngtealléd upon 1o answer
before a bill were found, 1fthere was any provision

uinknown to him. If he were

- —

Mr. W Alston said that unquestionably if the i
house ha®a right to enquire.into the guilt they
had 3 rightto enquire into the jnnocence of Gen.
Wilkinson, ‘Would it be right of just to tollect
every thing against an individual (o blast his cha-
racter for gvet, without bearing his side of the
question & Who knew, if they heard him in his
defence, kbt ‘Wewhgrges agalist him, amight bE alf
dauvtp:ga;_:ﬁ. 1 Fete the puly-thing 2hep!
were It sedrch ol, apy one ebject to hearing
bothsidés of Lhe question * Every ohe, who had |
even attended ceurts, must have been satisfied]
thatene story was good till anothgr was te)d. The
objections to this amendment shewed that one
side of the question was wanted and not the other.
. Mr. Smilie said, one thing he wanted to know
of gentlemen who patropized this resojution—
what was their cbject. The business had arrived |
to that stage, that it was time to declare what

ultimately meant. Did they mean, aftey the
%rg was finished, that the house was to de.
cide on the guilt or innocence of this officer { If
this'was what was meant, they ought to tell it ;
and in that case the amendment was necessary.
If the committee passed sentence, they ought to
shew whence the power was derived.  From the
constitution it could not be, for there was no such
power there. He supposed, however, that they
did not mean to carry the matter so far, but mere-
ly to pursue the enquiry and blast the man’s cha-
racter by publishing the result of a one-side en-
quiry. Mur. S. appealed o gentlemen whether al.
ter this Gen., Wilkinson could have a fair trial be-
fore either. of the ccurts, civil or military. before
whom he might be called.  He hoped at a]l gvents
they would ‘declare what was their object ; either
to judge the man and pronounce sentence on” him,
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Mr. &oos said he would ot detdic
moving (0" strike out apys pare of
for he was canvinced, from ‘the”

‘been taken, that she resolution would ps

stood ; but, as he bad -af the last sés:
fur 4 resolution similer to that under e
tion, and had the honor o bé appointed oy
committee, he felt it'a duty which he's
himself and the hopse to state Some of th

which had inducedhim 1o change his op

the subject.  An aged and honorable feies
Smili¢) had at the last. session given ading

of the impropriety of their- proceeding,fand. My &

bn
o

gty

R. said the longer he sat upon the ittee
more he became convinced of the jneomettiess ;
his vote. At that time the  populis’ clamor: i
been loud ; the public had appéared” to degan
the enquiry ; and he had heard of the lamentanie
destruction of the army in the macshes of T8

an Beuof. Without much reflection bn:tbg_
stitutionality of the question, Mr. R, saidy e
voted for the enquiry ; and he had. the
perhaps something might groWw out g
the house might withhold supplies asiy
execulive continued in command 2 man Wi

or publish to the wotld every thing they could col-
lect against the charaler of the mans  [ndeed, in
his opinion, the house hpd got into a situation in
which they would always find thémselves when
they tock a wrong step.  His opinion had wni
formly been that the house did not possess an in-
quisitorial power as such ; that where they

no power Lo impeach they had no power to make
enquiry into the conduct of an individual.

Mr. Pearson said, on further reflecction he had
thought proper (o accept the amendment offered
by Mr. Troup a= part of his motion,

The actigadte 1 2 Mr. Troup baviog thus be-
come a part of Mr. Pearson’s resolution—

Mr. 7. Mborz said that now this amendment
was incorporated in the original motion, he found
himsell under the necessity of voting against the
whole. fle had always considered that the house|
had a right tvenquire into the conduct of general
Wilkinson ; but he could never agree that they
had aright to try him. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania had- stated, that if the house pro
ceeded and sent that officer before a court martial
with the sentence of the house on his .back, it
would be halding him up to public view in a way
which would be very unfavorable. For his part,
Mr. M. said, he could see that officer in no other
point of view than as a person before a grand jury,
against whom a il was to be found. How would
that operate? -Would it prevent justice ! Noj;
every day’s experience proved the contrary. The
amendment carried with it the appearance of put-
ting general Whikinson on his trial.  Mr, M. was
therefore agoinst it. .

Mr. Sanford seid he had no idea that the house
had a right to go into (ke full form of trying &
. |military cfficer by une its committees.  Believing
itithe amendment had given the proposition a form
Cn‘}which rendered it questionable whether in passing
criit they were borne out by the constitution or not,
m{he must vote against the resolution in that cha-
O-|racter. The house had on a former ggcasion cal-
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€r which testimony he presumed, the court of en-
He was not
o farther in this case than sending, the

be collected to the executive. He
therefore moved to strike out those words which
had been inserted in the resolution at the sugges-
tion of the gentleman from Georgia.

Mr. Butler said, that situated as he had been
during the last session of congress, he found him-
self called apon’ to answer the question of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania, who asked what gen-
tlemen mean by this enquiry. I trust, Mr. Spea-
ker, (said he) I shall be among the last either in
this house or elsewhere, that would say or do any
act that would wnjustly detract from the merits of
the man that is brave and virtuous ; and the gen's
bravery was not doubted. But, whilst I am anx-
ious to guard the reputation of the individual,~I
wish to pay some attention to the honor and in-
dependence of the American republic; and be-
lieving, as I now do, that general Wilkinson, as
commarder in chief of the American army, has
been guilty of improper conduct, I am willing
!this house shall make the enquiry, and after hear-
/ing the evidence ‘on both sides, if the charge ex-
hibited.against general Wilkinson shall be gfuted,
I wish 10 say to the world that he is an innocent
and persecuted man: and if on the other hai
after mature jnyestipation the fictg as aﬁ’-ux'
stated i the veport-of the_cqmmit(;:ﬁ*vhiqiq
was last session a memter, should appear to be
correct, @ a apepresentative of the people of the

. St::gz. I will not _hesifate 10 say, that gene-
-} Wikkinson ought tobe made a public ‘éxample

t":rlislmsed to g
SE | testimony to

as

ke
as

d-

in

in

a

quiry-into his conduct. E
'fol._,md that a commitiee” W

ko revive this enquiry ;.

house on a full investigation should An
thy of the public confidences He had then
also, that it" might lead to another @ *Fj.‘.t-—)' -
repeal of the law creating the ﬂﬁcesﬁgb‘_ iyt
General.  This enquiry by -the house, "N
saidy he believed had prevented the difmissic
general Wilkinson, or at least an executivese

must of necessity he‘mﬁﬂ;ﬂbidh justice
character of the individual and justice &
tion. By what nicans, he dsketh, ct
mittee coiincl tive’ sreadimd of wit feses: |
how were they to be itionmed of the persons pro-
per to be subpeened, unless. from  officers: w
had been, or now were under (he command
general Wilkinson, and were willing to velunteebs 95
their services against” him? How should: the o
things be kunown, unless from those ‘whose objégt
it 'vas, instead of allaying, to increase the popubip's
clamor! Tobe sure the resolution now looked 4
il general Wilkinson was to be heard befors the
committee. But were the honse certain that he
would avail himseif of the opportunity ¥ ‘He had
not at the last session gsked to be heard of !I;_'Q
commiltee, because the pswers of that committ
did not extend to declaring his guilt orinnocensck
This resolution, Mn R, said, embraced 1h
objects, two of which had been already'safficient
ly examingd. His conduct on the marshiés below
New Orleans had been sufficiently invest
a committee appointed at the last session §¢piy
ly to enquire into that subject. His: eondiét
to the Spanish pension had been investigated '
fore a-military court instituted for the purs
and by that court it ‘!lld bee veported that ther
was no evidence of his havipg beena Spanis
pensioner, but that his hawg’gﬁrecf a'édp T
from the Spanish goyernment was du account of
a tgbacco confract. But evenifthat were not the.
fact, the length of Ginic elepsed-and the.gircum- + %
stances attending the transaction ' would be suffi< /3
cient to render an investigation on. thatpeiat ifiu,
cxpedient, - As long ago'as 1%86 or 1787, Yh:?
the mouthd of the Missigsippi were held by Spai
the inhabitants on its waters were takingmessurss,.
if not for independenge ofi the Uniled States, at-
least for a connection with Spain. s Bat wak this
any thing new ? Had it mtﬁtg mmunicated - &
to General Washington and.plso,to MraAdamsd
{ Dhey hud pivew

Yes: and what had {hey ey

i3

instructions to search ipto’ aﬁ"ﬁ!ﬂﬁlﬁ.}‘tnmﬁ
B.
he association was. digs ¢ :

the treaty had been made ,Sp%a'ﬁﬁlﬂ'
many: persons involved ‘whose nameshad b
heard on this side the mn. eghany, the'governmd
had thought proper to'make the investiggtior
At the last sessiong Mr R. said he had séen lo
ters communi®ited to Mr: M'Henvy when Bicyes o
tary of War, giving information-on the-subjece.
Those letters had not been put upgh the fijés
the War office; but hiad been retained among
private papers. It had'beén decmyed pro en
Washiogion and Adams to suffer the matier :
go to rest.  What. occasion then was thépe-
_ _ o rake up/ the .‘~ !‘é :
the dead ? With & knowledge of every thing telalet &
ing to the subject, ral - Wik hed 5
permilted by three Suc adminis: 3
remaif in office. S T 0 .
Mr, R sqid be felt 8 ooiGience that AT
investigation the: es againft him
found to l]c";ndlpi dy a)
would “haw i
the_.. _- nmg
but*for the
‘,hef' |-.! U ' .

.
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- That was my meaning when on th
1 P whaE sy bothe &

teg Tast_session ; what r
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