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FOREIGN RFLATFONS.
The fllowing Matice of thegPresident’s Procla:
maition, is from the London Courier, which
is the ddministration paper. * We do,not before
remember 10 have seenthis aricle, althou
the paper from  which it is extracted is as,
pack as vhe 12th December.— Vor/olke Ledge
It has been inferréd by some that the ﬁ‘éqi
matjon of President Madison, issued in ¢o
aence of Bonaparte’s pretended revocatiom
the Berlin and Milan Decrees, is a proof of a h
iile disposition towards this country.  That, t

= appeared in the English ptints, ‘it is probable

1808, we find the following letter from Mr. Mer-

president may have such & dfsposiliop,'ﬁe a
got disposed to deny - but _iE_is argch jhat the
Mumatinn cannot he réceived as fpl' i
#he had 1o other choice fefivThe Act bl o
gt of May Tlast, reltive to the commercial‘in-

terraurse between the Uvited Srates and. Great! ralty + had sent orders 10 - commedore Hood, not

grfain and  France, provides—— -« that in eas i
ther Great Britain nr France shall. before th. 3

of March next, sn revoke or modify her editrs as! _ _
that they shall cease to” violate the neutral comd. [yesssls bound to such . portsy unless the
perceof the United States wh'ch fact the Presi- !
it 6f the Uwited Somtes shall d-ciare by Pracmm.}

gom. and if the nth-r nation shall not within thres,

months therealler so reveke or modify her edicts,

inlike manr.er, then the S, 4th, Sthy, 6th, 7thy

#h, Oth, 1uth, and 18th scctions of the act én-

itled * An actto interdict the commercial inter. |
conrse hetween the United Sttes and Great Bris !
tiin and France and their dependencies, and foros!
ther purposes,” shall 'Tenm and after the expira.

mation aloresaid. be revived and have full fosce
and effect. so Faras relates 1o the nation thus refiss|
ing or neglecting to revoke or modify her edicts’
o the manner aforesaid.” _

The French CGorerninent having notified to

Decrees were 1o be revoked fiom the first of No.
wmbe, the President, it is-eontended, had no’
gher-alternative than that of issuing the procla’
wition which he has issued. Be it so—1Ve have
w disposition to quarrel with Ameiica for renew:
tgbrr intercourse with France. If she choosge
Wpirust to Bonap.rte’s word, and on the faith o
bs declaration, t -at big Herkin and Milan decrees
¢ veshked, send her ships'with American pro4
frceinto s pords, we ean have no right to com-
ﬁin‘.‘ Itis for her 10° decite whgther she, will
phes confidence in.a man who never yet kept hiy
word with her o any gl else—it is for _ber to
fecide, whethet by the ‘mrre Tevodation ol'u'sm
dees he ceases to vigldte. @w—lm peres

e’ Uniled  Statesy and whether “there are
ptother ediels uprepealed. by which the edsm-
rce of the United Swates, 18 and will continue |
bhe as mueh violaged as it was by these decrees.
America may (alsoe if she pleases, interdict all
pmmercicl intenenirse with us; she may refuse
lohersell the henehits of car rying on trade with us,
wd we shall have no right to cousider that as i
pound of war. As to our Orders in Council
they are revoked. of comrse, whenever the repeal
ofthe French Decrees shall have actually raken
flace.  1f- America, i consequence of the Presi
feat's Proclamation, trade with Urance, and find
hat that repeal has actuaily taken place, then we
tn have no‘objection to declare to the American
Guvernment, that the Orders which' we were
wmpelled by those Decrees 10 adopt, cease to be
inforce. Itis prohable. though we speak with:
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7 ot any officisl information, that even now they
5 my be so modificd as that vessels recentdy cap
. lired, as violating the Oviters®f Council, may not
E; b condemned.  This opinion we are induced
¥y Wentertain by acircumstance that is said 1o have

xeurred yesterday. A case arising out of one of

.of hese captures was yesterday broveht on for scl-
”‘ Wication in the High Court of Admiralty, where
£ Bl Sir W, Seott stayed proceedings, with the
E Inowledge probably of some modification cr re

Pealof the Orders being in the contemplation of

~ B Covernment.

'f W Thus, then, we have given it as our- opinion,
h that we lave no rigrht to quarre:] with Amerifﬁa.
.'4" o she has renewed her intercomrse with
& tnce; or because she may not chuse to have a

'Tiﬂ!_efcaurse with us—But here we stop. We

indeed have a vight to complain if she make
sef a party with France 10 euforce certain
Phaciplesy which France is desivous of ¢nforcing

=
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'i; WUt us. In Champagny’s letter o goneral
o . Srong, dated the 6th of August, announcing

itended revocation of the Berlin and Milan
¥Cees, he adds, “it being unbdersiood, that in

\ of Ames ive fo.the blockade of Matmigue, | Berin ang M8, d66taes fwhich.ouiraged.evéry
Al %mu@%ﬁw acknoseged us fubfic law h;?%m
epein 1o Mr. Hammond, the under secre “"'ﬂ"ﬁ.“’#‘m‘,)- wity X uunost rigaur—wib telling us

General Armstrong that the Beilin and Milan Faw,
\deviated from these limitations in her practice,

~ T— e By

and others destroyed. With these facts, so pal-

‘that questions may hercaliér arise, between the str0) ' .
S s d ' pable and o plain, staring us in the face, we

Americon and British governments on the subject
of blockades. On recurring to the documents ) ieve
gommunicated to congress on the 23d Decembery edness te affect wa_b'cl:cvc,_ that it is in our power
to soothe this ferocious monster—to stop the force
of this overwhelming torrent, which threatens to
sweep away the liberties of the world, by'a pon-
intercourse &tid restrictive measures against Bri-
tain, Nayy 80 infituated are wé, thatnot only are
y pref@fsions, and contrary (o which, it is hop-four eyes sg winked that we cannot see, but

efl Creat -Briwin will set up no'mew rulel’ _four senses 8ppear to be'so benumbed that we can.
“Mr. Merry’s letter is dated on the 4th_ Aprilijnot frel  Net content with burning our ships and
: m:m.i the geean—with extculing his

Ty, to Mr. Madison, explanatory of the British

tring - on that topic. It embraces, we believe.
e pringiples cordially admitted by the United
States, deyend which they haye never advanced

1801. -}t relates to some complaints on the part él_l‘

that weare wichiut honour or energy, and worse
shan the colonisis of Jamaica, to cap the climax
of robbery, perfidy *and insulty, the Rambouillet
decree was issud@hand more than twenty millions
ot property belgoging lo our silly and unsuspect-
ing citizens, who had violated no law, and who
conceived thedaws of howpitality & the principles

stote, informing him, that the lordsof thie admi.
to consider any blockade of those island as exist-
iug, unless in respect to paglicular ports which
may be actually invested, and then not to- capwn;
' shal
préviously have been warned not to eater them.”’

effet
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ness, and prosperity of millions of his own subjects doubtless he does. ' He will sedr the wounds '\éil-!",.‘._ ..

a hot iroi, and cement our- friendship by placyng ™™

us under the fostering care’of bis royal mastery =
have the consummate folly to believe or the wick- only requiring of us, In retarny 10 surrencer out ' . -

independence, apd become one of his liege' G,
prenuencies,  Nothing short of this ganor will sg
lib[y hims wtll'lq is lhl pidwh for the W

It would be the extreme ‘of fol
No he will, doubtiess, ingibt upon an armed .
tance against her, and whea Wl is :
and we have engaged in=war with _
shall we be dirccled {0 brn‘all -Beitish mivg
dige a3 the oply of attackin

g'}eqt 'Cbﬂliijc L n s} th ?
and We humbly suefor (k¢ réstoration of our
pertyy, we-shall be told that it hus been

amdd that as \he cause iy conoén, itis tmmmerisf

further contribrutions.

This. then. is the princifile of Blogkade from
which we infer from the American official paper
America means to contend.=—What thuse cir-
cumstances were which induced the government
in 1804 to limit and narrow for a time the princi-
ple of hlockad.;_‘-y¢ koow not,. DBut America must
not take it for granted that because we do not in
particalar, cases chuse tb go the whole length of a
principle and a right, that therefore we wvandan

of justice and good faith were a sufficient secuvity
for them ;--this property was sevced and conlis. |
cated wilthoul a nretext. Thus robJisgl, insulied,
and abused, we passed the act of the first of May'
last, telling the wothor of these wrongs that w he
would cease to plunder us and repeal his Bedlilr
and Milen decressy, we would bhave no intercourse
with Britain. |

He saw at ofice that we were ready to entan.!
narrow and limited as that to which we have jand spread his oot accordingiv. “All at once we
alluded, the British government pever will con-
sent. The doctrine which England has maintain-
ed and-acted upon has never exceeded the limi
t-’l'..l"}l'li preg(frihed hy d" wriiers upaon inltrnalional
&rance, on the other hand, bas essentially

cans,”” and that * the promotion of their prospzri-
Ly enfers inw ais views,''  that “the decrees of
Berlin and Milan were revoked, and should ceasé
o op-rate on the tirst of November.” This de

claration soothed the pride- and gratified the feel-
ings of our administration.  They were so simnple
4§ to belicve bis prolesgins, and and to Rauter)
[themselves that they had upon the true course'
of policy at la8t, and in order to shew our full
confidence in 1.is promise, the president, without
waiting for eflicial and uncquivocal information
hit the deerees were revoked and had ceased to
violate our péutrality, «s the law under which he

whilst she has greatly narrowed them in her offi-
ctal communications. Thus, in the Beriiu decree.
Napolean declares all England in a stote of block
ade, when not a. French ship of war floated upon
the ocean: and yet in a communication of the
Duke of Cadore to Gen. Armstrong, it is serions
ly affirmed, that a place to be strictly blockaded
must be invested both by * /and end sca.” A.
midst these . contracictory doctrines, Great Bri
tain will never allow, on the one hand, that she
has exceeded in practice the admitted Jefinition of
blockade by eelebrated civilians, or, on the ather,
he Fretich.interpretation of rigérous invesiment ;
much less w m.u!mit France to have been justi
fied in the pretended charges and consequent con-
duct against her. for viclaiing principles which on-
ly under the French construction could be admit-
ted to be genuine or sound.
S

FROM THE PHILADHELPHIA GAZRTTE,
We will not term the following | trer merely
interesting, because we deem it hivhly imfior
tart : and we may be permitted to add, as evi
dence of its importance, that it is wriiten, not
by an habitual opposer of the present admiuis-
tration, but bv a ywentleman, who on more than
one occasion has voted with the ministry —The
circumstances it unfolds, though lamentable,
we apprehend are too true.

Washington, Feb, \7(h, 181,

Tlie senate have been occupied during the

universal plunderei.—Lest the sensibilit
gress should be excited, and their tempers rufficd
by the Rambouillct robbery, the president teuched
the subject very gently, gravely telling us that
“|the procedure aruse % {rom a misconception of
our laws, and a miszpplication of the law of re.
prisals,” implying therebyy that upon suitable ap-
plication the property would be restored.

" Thus were we gliding gently on, prepar. |
ing to go-beyond our promise in the act of the
first of Muy, by enacting additional and severe |
restrictions in aid of the non-intercourse act, when

ing us (hat the decrees were continued in lorce
after the first of Novemtber, thus giving the lie 1o
Napoleon’s assurance, and to the Prociunation of
whole of the past week on the billto renew the [the President conse quent upon it. The adminis
charter of the Bank of the United States. Notration and ther{riends w.re ustounded. T hey
question has vet been taken-on-itynor will there | Tound themselves ¢ wght in the trap which had
be a decision for a day or two to come, as there |been bared for them: and knew hot how 1o get
are several members yet to speak against it, andlout.  The dreadful 1dea of acknowledging an er-
perhaps somie in favour of it. It is bulieved (hat | ror and of a revog de moyement, appalled them.
the Yoies T Senate will be exactly equal, so that! Afier takimg sone time to collect their scatteied
the casting vote of the Vice President must decide |and bewilderad senses it wasirecol’ecied that the
it and heis belived to entertain’ constitutional proclamatin had not veached Paris when Mr.
scruples, which will' iniluce him tovote agains it Russc[’s ie-pa ch came awav. This great discove-
Lhus you see the chances are against the bank e |ry tewded much 1o :llay their panice 1t was con
ven in the Senate.  IMit should pass that bﬂdy‘(,-:ih.'ti that this verificotion of the picdgc ol the
! come again before us. I scavcely ‘think it first of Mays=this spontancous proof of confidence

and
can be got through our House though many dil. | in the promise of the Great LEmperor, would so
fer with me in opinion and think there is a-con 'soon ©s made known io him, inspire him with
siderable change in favour of the bank. 1 believe egnal confidepce in us, and induce an immediate
there are several who repent their votes, and re- [suspersion oF the decrees and a delivery of our
gret that they have committed themselves upon |property to its rightful owners.  But not so! The
the subject ; but-they are so completely entram-|Hawk does nct release his prey when once en-
meled by party and influenced by pride of opini- [closed.within his talons.  His majesty uaderstood
on, thatI vety much doubt whether they can as |his business better. Determined 1o keep the plun.
sume magnanimity encugh to acknowledge their|der, and vet make it su'v ervient i his further
error and change their votes. Party prejudice,|views upon us, he teils the council of prizes to
violence, and folly have marked their victim ;|suspend lurther procesdings upon ull scizures un-

tetquence of this declaration, the English shall
"oke their orders-in council, and renounce the
VR Prénciplcs of blockade which they have attemfit-
{f; g2tallish ; or that the United States contors
M 10 the act ( May 1810) which you have just
Mmunicated, shall'cause their rights to be res-
Reled Ly e English.” .
bese new priociples, as they are called by the
"*0ch minister, America, we trust, does not con-
"_;ul' hersa}[ bound to attempt o make us re-
e‘;ﬂt-.--{gnduubtmlly in Mr. Pinkney’s letter of
2211 Aug, to Marquis Wellesley, nothing is
F'Elhem; new principles 3 he mevely informs his
#Uipthat the Irench detrees are-tobe revok

s )

L3
#y
th

-n{-“:nd “takes it for granted that the revocation
‘tml: Biitish orders'in courcil of January and Ne-

. T 1807, and April 1809, and of all gther op
I tendent upon analdgous, or in execution of

1 Will follow. of course.” - ;

; ;f-mmark in the American ﬁ:pcrg great

' the American official paper, the , M
- &!_ﬁﬁﬂ_l_tha_follﬁ'in;'wiek:—
Dcertain pata .

P

e

pon our restoying fuil liberty to ttade ¢

I merce of the:
shich/have recently Qmw

and the sacrifice must be made, whatever it nay der the decrees, dating from thic first of Nov. and
|cost the country. Whilst such is our gloomy |directs the property to be held enly in a state of
prospect within, our exterior relations assume|sequestration until February, when the Americans
l'a fearful aspect. That Napoleon has us in his lnilsﬂb:wing Julfilled their pledge of resisting the British
/is beyond a doubti—It remains to he seen, and a|orders and blockades, the property is ot to be con-
| few days must determine whether we yet possess|demned but given up to its rightful owners. Z#a
|a suflicient degree of spirit and independence to

destroy the shackles; or, having lost the gene-

ts, the law of the first of May and thé President’s
proclamation, are mere pledges of something fur

'rous spirit of freemen, have become base enough

'to act as the servile tools of the fell destroyer of

ther, and though my decrees are not revoked yet
L will'huld you to yeur promise of resistance a
'the liberties of mankind. The course we have|gainst Englavd and keep the property 2s a pledge
been and are still pursuing «vinces a want of wis-
dom, a short sightedness, or a want of public vir.

forits performance.—This to be sure looks very
suspicious and-our administratio nand fricnds their
tue, which'istruly astonishing and painful to -be-
holds - What man, viewing the course. which

are again in check.
Whilst brooding over the awkwardness of their
Bonaparte has pursued, can for a mément doubt
that his object is universal conquest! “But Bii-

situation,. end secking for some means of extricat-
ing..themselves from their dilemima, news is
tain is in the way, and presents the only obstacle.
To humble her and effect her overthrow, every

brought that anew French minister has arrived
| at Norfolk, aud is on‘his way to this city. . A sign
means must be made use of, every power must

, : oy was at onee visible upon the ‘countenances,
be exerted, every other consideration must ‘give|so lately overspread with gloom. A ray of hope
way. - To this object the ‘gréat continental sys-,

ance more beams upoh the benighted imaginations
mdends all its powers. Forthis end thée com-|of the Corsican's dupes. They fatter tgeinseivés
atitent is annihilated, British. mer- | he comed empowered to hezal the wounds and ce
ned—the peace, comfort, happi-iment the friendship of the two countries. Asd

L}
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are for proceeding in'our restrictive systenragainss
England in the present sitbavion of wifairs, uldes
the pretext that we have given a pledge 10 France
which we are beund in honour to ulfitl. Yty
such is the fuct. The brothern law of the Pres
sinwnt has within two days declared, .in my - pse-
sencg-¢hat we Were bound to go on and fulil e
part of (e contract ; adding, that Bonuparie was

tion of three months fram the date of the procta. the principle and the right. Toa principle so |gle oursclves i the meshes of his wily policy, 'oply holding our property until we saw that we

did do it, and would then give it up. Youcam

were told, that * his majesty loves the Ameri- Tbetter conceive thin I can describe my feelings on

the occasion. - 1£1 did he! reply. with as much ue-
perity as the disgraceful obsesvations merited, it
was ot out of any rvespect for the aursol of them,
but owing to the particular place in which WaEY
were uttered.  When such sentiments come {roM .
such a soarce, what have we to expect ! '

" The French minister, Serruiier, grrived here
cn Thursday last.—On Friday he had an'jaters
view with the Secretary of State, and yesterday
with the President Nothing has ‘yet teanspired
with respect to his mission. A refort, 1 Know_
not upon what-aurhority, has been circuleted that
he is instructed to demaed, that we shalt extnd

aeted requirct stepped beyond the line of his du- our non intercourse to Cadiz and Lisbon. Thigis
ty, and deciaped that the decrees were so révok-Thighly probable. It is expecied that as sooﬁ'm‘ 2
[eck as to viola'e our neutral commerce.  ‘Thig actiour administration have ascertuined” his ‘thastct's
of the President lulied the unsuspecting mer- rienc
chants inta §. 'riyg, and induced many (o trust then know what we have to expect. Whilst my
xhair preporty cuce ore witkin the grasp of the | fears ‘are strong that weaare doomed 10 travel T
y of Con. |lhe disdraceful road of subterviency to Franice, £ .0

entertain a faiut hope, which I am willing to ches "
‘rish, that there is still a portion of American feel-. .

wishes their friends will begin to acty find we.shall

ing and patriolism unextinguished in the bregsts
of the majority, which may induce them to. halt
in the downward path in which they have been
travelling, and by a manly exertion, regtin the
American ground-from which they hive been am.
fully led. 1 have some times leared that as the
President has committed himsell by issuing his
proclamation, and knows noj how 10 get clear of
the difficulty without acknowledging his error, that.

our course was arrested by the communication | prebably they would take no step, but adjourn,
fromvMr. Russell, our Charge des effairs, inform- |leaving things as they are. Howeverif the majority

do not stir in ihe business in the course of two op'
three days, «n atten.pt will be made by the minors
ity 1o sweep away hie last vestige of our foolish
and disgraceful non-mtercourse - Whether it shalt

i succeed or not, it will place the responsibility whera

(it cught to be, and justify the minorily to their
much abused country. 2

Some authentic frarticulars resfiecting the early Life of
BONAPARTE.

Bonaparte at a very catly period of life, Lad
run a career of fame and splendor, which few
attain though living to a very advanced age,
jard while yet green in years he is hoary in ie-
nown, Lo =T

The general, and not uvnnatural eagerness of
mankind to become acquainted with- every partic.
ular which has contributed to the forming the
character of one who has sustained, and still suse
tains such a conspicuous part on the grand thea-
tre of the world has according to the usual course
of human events, led 10 publications witheut nunie
ber.

In their endeavors to depreciate the character
of him, the people of this country have not teen

upon the lowness ol his origin ; € even asserts
ing that his father was a butcher§ his motler 3
wusherwoman, and that he himself commenced
his milltary career.as a common soldier in the
ranks. Some of these narrators, go still further, & *
even assert the French emperor to have been so
totally without ecducation, that to this moment he.
cannot write hall a dozen lines, without, at Jenst,
as mary 'faults in grammar and orthegraphy,

On the paternal side he is descended from one
of the most ancient and illustrious famities in
Florence, while it was a republic; the civil dis-
sentions Wwhich prevailed in the city during this
period, cccasioned man¥ of the poble Jumilics,
or, at least, branches of thom, 0 cmigrate from?
time totime, among who was the- Bonaparte fgmity
ftorn which the emperoi Napilean is descendedys

France, the iL.hubitants ‘were clasied Jike the
French, -ip thregorders; the:Nobles and Clerpy,
and the Commonalty ; and every“third yeer a de-
putygchosen from each order was to repair 1o Pas-
ris, and pay homage in the name of all Lis coun- .
Og one of 1hose

trymen to their new monarch.
' o Bonaparte,the father of Na- -
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mange of which he now ' holdsour property in 8¢ %
curity 2 A simple non intercourte with Engladd { -
ly to sappose it

told i dpplied 1a ¢
the great service in Whith weare all eigaged,:

by whom, the means is apphied; and instead-of a L4
refund,we shall no doubt bé called upon to turhish -+

Yot will hardly believe that there afe Men who

sparing of their reflections, as Ihei..cuncuivc them, .

When the Island of Corsicn became suhjegt4o -
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