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jilow Citr=on, _ :
Having given you a correct view of the em.
rhibited such facts and circumstances
s pove beyound controversy, that it was not re
;@merlnl;d hy Mr. Jefferson, and under his u_lﬂu-
¢ passed into' a law, for the causes he assign
o bt really g5'a measare of co-operation with the
inech Ethperar, in his system for destroyiny; the
pwerce, and with it the power of Grear Bei
g 188 stbject next i course igghe Non.lorer-
» law which s tceeded pbargo. But

4 exhibition of this measure, as foolish and ab
4, a8 to ourselves it was mischievous, mustbe,
wed, while & present to your consideration

The Frojected War with Great- Britain.

Oue tulers have made frequent and ample pro-
hsions of their impardality Lowards the two great
. ligerents, France and Great-B:itain ; and_to
soport this pretensiony have charged both with
jowing our neutral rights, and affected “to di.

h.'u'i:‘" H.rl!l €

) !

-

dore having refiyested a formal inquiry into every
part of his conduet in the case, that paper informs
us that the President refused to grant his request ;|
becausé he appraved of the commodore’s conduct.
I'his, indeed, has not beén said in that newspa-
per under the band of the Presidept, or of the
Secretary of the Navy ; because there is a possi-
bility that hereafter it may be convenient lo say
that the editor made the publication without au.
therity. Certain it is, that although near a month
has elupsed, we have heard of no inquiry. I‘take
it for granted there will be none ; for if faithfully
conducted, the commodore, for his own justifica-
tion, would be obliged to produce  his orders;
which might officially expose the ZLxrccurive to
merited cunsure 7oy 'cg;boﬁn‘ng an act of wor,
Liét us, fora moment consider the act ol ehas. |
ing. Jwn time of universal -pesce, if vezsels of
the same or of different nations were to meet on
the high seas, and—hail eacli other, asking their|
namesy and of what nation they wete, or any o-|
ther &ivil questions, no one will assert that either
is pbligtd to answer. TUhc not answering may
be an eyidence of chuilishness ; but the refusalto
answer* would not authorise the fiving of a single
shoty Just gs if two citizens meeting in the high-
way, and onf civilly accosting the other, is passed |

net their measures for redress equally against

pihe But I hawve shewn the falsehood of this pre- | justify the former in using his pistol or his cane'the engagement between the
jon. The Embargo, particularly, so well co. to kill or beat the other because he was deficient | President, commodore Rodgers, commander, and
fihe French Emperor as in politeness,—But when a nationt is engaged in’ the Biiush sloop of war Little Beit, captain I

W
icided With the yiews o
pmeet bis entingapprobation.  His mioister the
Dike de Cadore, in his letter of August 5, 1810,

pGen, Armstrong, says, “ the Emperor applaud.

wihe embargo.”  But without reciting the nume- |

mas instances, which [ have observed during an

aendance in Congress for the last 8 years, but!

which it would take too much time to collect and
preseat in th%;l
mnifest farfh

mid by their general course of conduct.

me—when L saw our rulers shutting their eyes
tthe greatest enormities, to the most atrocious
wts of piracy, rebhery and swindling practised by
e great Emperor against my {eilow citizens ;
shiie all the acts of Grear Britein of which” they
ymplained were monstrously aggravated nd dis.
wried, inorder to alarm and irritate the prople a
ginst the only power which stood between us and
shjection and slavery to I'rance ; 1 was led 1o
wprehend it was their design toinvolve the Unit.
eiftates in @ war with Great Britain.  But having
' gince witnessed only a repetifion ol hard words,
*he mere swapgering of bullies—with abundant
‘anencts of ' willenat without any solid pre.
pirations for such a war; knowing also that the
Treasury was empty'; and that with their mis
chiéveus interruptions and restrictions of com.
meace, the public revenues were constantly di-
minished ;~=knowing further their utter dread of
imposing new raxes which would hazard or destroy
théir populacity 3 gnd believing that a large addi-
lionto the old taxes, consisting wholly of duties
o goods imported, by the temptation it would
offer 10 smuggling, might rather lessen than in-
crease the actual receipts of revenue ; knowing,
moreover. the disposition of the people of the Unit-
¢4 States to remain at peace : From all these con-
siderations 1 have, for a good _wlile past, been
disposed 1o believé pur rulers were really as wil-
ling as the people were averse, to engage in any
var, even with G. Britain, In the actual state of
Wings, I bave even considered it fortunate that the
" absurd priciple of Mr Jeffcrson, thar the public
freasury ought not o be Rica, because an accump-
latign of money'might temp the naticn to go té war,
vas literally exemplified; he having so manag-
td bur public affairs as to empty the treasury,
and to compel “his  successor to-borrow several

millions of dollars, for the ordinary payments and hoisted bis caloirs : when the other vessel, find~{voked cutra_e?” Was it possible for captain

exiences of government.
But a late ocrurrence, the hostile act of Com-

modore Rodgers, in his rencounter with a Bri- |

tish s}oop of war, has led me into a new train of
thought.  This rencounter having excited much
pulic senmsibility; and being, in my view, preg-

hant with serious consequences, no other subject

demands such immediate consideration.

The meeting of the American frigate President,
fmmanded by commodore Rodgers with the Bri-
lsh sloop of war Little Beit, commanded by capt.
Bingham, was deubtless accidental ; but the cir
Winstances ynder which the frigate sailed, as
Rentioned in the government paper at Washing-

lan, & the facts stated by commodore R himself,

i his official letter to the Secretary of the Navy,
Ve no room to doubt that his conduitt was the re-

Wit of previows orders from the Executive : in
~hy 1o pursue the British frigate Greerrier, which,
Botlong Lefore, had impressed an American citi-
2, from one of our coasting ‘vessels, Commordore

ijflg;i-g"gays'hb‘ was 14 or 15 Icagues from that

Pt ol our coast called Cape Henry, when a sail

¥i8 discovered in the7East ; that In. gave her

thise, and continued it for more than six hours,
before e dame up with her; the vessel chased,
#ll that ime ¢ndeavouring to make her escape : for
T,hm_:gh the commodoie could not see her so clear-

as to judge what was her size, it is plain she
Yaw the vastly supérior size of her pursuer,’or she

would not have run from her——These and some.

“her, circumstances, which may afterwards he no-
Ucedy prove satisfacorily, that: this, unwarranted
'_‘-_hnsc Was in execution of MOus_,(:rdcrs-, with.
Ut which Commodore Rodgers, as commaudin

their Just form and color——of the '
ity ot our rulers in favpur of {the confrary, seeing her nationis at peace wil
frince ; I assume it as a notorious fact, demons- | all other nations, posscsses nonc of these rights— " manded, and by our gevernment wfused. I am
\With | because not necessary to any of the objects of now to exhibit-the grounds of this opinion. and
the multitiplied proofs of sueh partiality before |neutrality and peace ; on the contrary she is|particularly why satisfaction being demanded will

without an answer and unnoticed,—no one weuld

{ war, and sends out its armed vessels to cruize
i on the sea, the common highway of nations, then
 the right to chase, to hail, to rcquire answer, to
board. and to search, and eventuvally to atiack,
accrues (o the vessel at war—because they have
a right to capture those of enemy. Ior withedt
these rights, a naval war, would be uscless—or ra.
"ther itcould notexist. The neutral armed vesselon

“bound to avoid every hostile act, excepi in her
own defence when unjustly-attacked. When she
meets a belligevent arme«cC vessel, it is her duty if
itbe demanded. to make known her neutral char
(Bicter, to prevent the shedding of innocent blood,
and the evils of wag hazarded by a vefus:l to am
‘swer. As npeutraly she has ne evil or inconveni-
ence o appiehend by making her npeutrality
known. She has no right to chase, to hail and in-
sist upont am answer, to board and 2o search, be |
cause she has no right to make a capture. The|
| American frigate. theu, having none of these!
rightsy is ~«sponsible for all the evils conseqnent!
‘o ‘the chiase und the concea net of ‘her neutral
character, Commodore Rodgers assiens hut cne’
reason for giving chuse ; and il he hal) not'ano-
ther resting on spectal orders from our Excoutive,
he'must be personally responsible for the blood |
that has been spilt. The chasing of the British
vessel being an unlawful act, the killing ol her
ctew, as the direct consequence of that uslawiul
act, 1s muvrder, And the Commoudores's con-
science would be ill at ease, Lut or the orders
from his government which he concerved himseli
bound to exccute.

By his own official report, it appears. that com-
jmodore Rodgers, on-the 16th May, 25 aninuies
' past noon. discovered a sail. when he wus hinisels
(upwirds of 40 mules from Cape Henry 3 and the
| vessel whose sail he discovered in the cust, {rom
his mast head, must have been many miles
| father distant from our coest ; that the vessel w.e

standing towards him with a press of sail @ that at
half past one o'clock, the symmetry [or just pro-
| portions] of her upper sails (which were then dis.
'unguishable from his frigate’s deck) and ler

b

‘pronounced the, pruceedings on the part of the

r(]uil‘t:h particular notice, as indicative of the tem.

e e e
And if by the réfugsl of the latter to answer and,
declare her neutral character, an attack ensucs,
the blame will rest whelly on the ngutral.  Wheth.
erin the case under consideration, the blame
should originally a'tach to, commodore Rocgers
or to the Presidentand Secrgtary of the pavy, or
to all of them, wiif depend on the orders given to
the commodore. Fhat his geders authotised and
required Lhe chase of a British armed vessel 1 can-
not doubt. Unless' furnished with posilive evi.
dence, I shallwot by inclined to believs diat com,
modore Rodgers acitd in this case withphl special)
orders ; and the detlared approbation of the Pre-)
sident is an evidence _ eyqd.,th'e%}rit of his
orders, and ishia ] presideht bas
adopted and i, is, the
act of the Uniw \ T4 By the Pug”
sident) for-which 'he pation is responsible an
Sur which an exfilanation and satislaction will be de.,
manded—and by our rovernment R¥FUSED. The
grounds on which 1 have formed and expressed
this opinion and why satisfaction will be refused,
will be given in my next address. _

TIMOTHY PICKERING.

NO. XVII.

Fellow Citizens,

In my last address T gave an dccount of
merican f[rigate
}iﬂg':
a |
ham, commander; and the reasons on which [

American lrigate Unlawful, and anaer of war. 1
also rerarked, that those proceedings originated,
unquestionably, in the orders of the Supreme|
Executive power of the United States, tor which
they consequently are responsible~~of  which an |
explanation wiil be 1eguired—and for which, satis.
faction willy by the British government, be de-

be reluseds

1 again take up the official report of commodore
Rodgers. His reasoning at the instant the ac
tion commenced, by a shot (as he states) [rom
e Little Belty is not a hittle singular, and re-

"

per in which his erders were conceived ind exe.
cuted.—+ When the first shot was fired (says the
comimzedore) being under an impression that it
might possibly have procecded from accident, and
without the orders of her commander, I had de-
termiined, at the moment, to fire only a single
shot i return 3 hut te - nmediate répelition of
the previous wiprovuked outrage induced me <o
believe that the msult was premeditated, and that
lrora our adversary being at the time igporant of
our real force as 1 was of his, he thought this,
perhaps, a favourable opportunity of acquiring
promotion, although at the expence of violating
sur neutralicy and insulting our flag.”

Here 1 must take leave to ask a few questions.
As the cominodore’s impression was that the first
shot from the Liule Belt might “have proceeded
from accident, and he was within speaking dis
tance, why, instead of first asking an explanation,
did he determine to return even a single shot ?—
Was it the part of a commander possessing (as
he says of himself & I doubt mot truly ; but he had

b -

| Tt is truey indeed, that the €mn

the 'commodore came along side, 'captain Bing»
bem aimed all his shot at the spars and }‘igy,in;; £
the fFrestdenty in the hope, by some licky shwty
to disable her, and then to effget his cseApe.—And
are the endeavours of capwin Buighaw dariog
more that six hours funning o ger away from the
President, an evidence lo the: commaxioresa’ mind,
that (he captain was eager to attdcg in the hope |
of acqui ringdlgure.l_s & promotion 2 and ¥ at the ex-
pense of violating our neatrality and insulting our
fag 1" . The tomniodore says that avben the first
shot was fired (it being 15 .0r 20 minules past 8
0 the gvening, and 4he two.ships distant from VO
tg 100 -’H‘dl.ﬁ'ﬁm' each other) captiii: Bingtom
WS RS iwm of theweal fyr'e 95‘ the: Preaidens |
as stk comimodong veas of Urs Sl Lirete M,
captain Bifighwn' dredm of lrbqa’l'ﬁl _
promotion by his attack, when it-mighe-turn out
o be an attack ona vesseliof much inferiot force
to his own? The sommgodeore will certainly judpe
more correctly in his own Case, and not expect an
admiral’s flag for « riddling” the little ship Livie
Belr, and killing and wounding thirty of ber crew.
But how are wgto account for such strangte idea’
of captain Bingham's motives for his atuck, gair-
ing in & moment the possessien of the commo-
dore’s mind ! He declares that  neither -his pas!
sions nor prejudices had apyagency in this affuiv
and yet' he conceived that efpiein Bingham,
though necessarily taking him for an eneny, ina
tended, by attacking him, “ to violaté the peutral.
ity and insult the flag of the United Sm.m y -
After the action was over: after the col ore
had made such bavock among the créw “of the
Litile Belty he again hailéd, * \What ship is that i
and then '+ learned for Lhte first timie, that:if was
a ship of his Britannic Majesty's)” But had the
commodore no misgivings, na pfévious sudficions
as tothe national character bf the:ship he purdued

if he had supposed her to be a Frengh or m@.{ﬂ" 4

mericap ship (and none other exzeptthe British’
were to have been gxpected to be off' our coast )"
would he have given either a Hard chase of six or
seven hours, fuurely to gratifv his innocent curi.
osity “ to sheak her and ascertain what ke tas ?''~-
Why should the thought have entered into bis
head that the ship he had pursued and come up
with, meant, by the firing of a shot, to viplatethe
neutralify and insult the 1lag of the United States,
unless he believed her to be a Britis? vessel of
war. Surely, neither the commodore nor _any of
his political friends would entertain an idea that a
public ship of our loving friend the French empe-
ror would viclate the neutrality of the United
States or insult their-fag s eaﬁiaﬂy when she
s shepdards o find an asylun o @ ipocte.
perot had told our
rulers that they were a miserable pack—* men'
without just political views, without honour, with-
out energy ;'’ and the unresenting, abject sub-
mission with which they have borne this gross
and oltrageous reproach, proves thatthe emperor
knew well their charactery and that his signally
contempluous language wasnet misapplied. But

{stilly this did rot violate our neutrality nor insult

the dignity of our flag. The conymodore states
that * previously he had reason to feel incensed
at the repeated outrages committed on our flaz
Ly the British ships of war;”’ and I very much
fear that the readers of his own official report of

viders which he fopnd himsell bound to aebey)

an humane and gencrous heart, determined not |
to spiii a drop of blood unnecessariiy,” to returna,
shot which might spill the blood of tnore than one |
man, when a declaration of his neutral characler,l
which it was his duly to have made, would have'
prevented the spilling of a single drop, and all the |
serious consequences which ensued, and the still|

’:making signals, shewed her to be a man of war :
that fiftcen minutes afterwards, the Coinmodor:

|ing ber signals not'answered, changed her course,
and stood to the southward. , _

Now we come to commoadore Rm!ger‘s assign-
,ed reasons for giving chase, « Being desirous of
‘sficaking hery and ascertaining what she was, I now
imade sail in chace 3" and he contirued the chate
until fifteen or twenty minutes past eigght when
being distant Irom 70 16100 yards, says the com-
modbdre, * 1 hailed, what ship is thar 2 1o this €.
quiry nownswer was given, but [ ‘was hailed hy
her commander, and asked whar ship is that 2 —
Having asked the first question, (continues the
Commadore; I of course considersd mysell enti.
Ued to the first answer.  After a pausc of fifieen
or twenty seconds, I reiterated my first inquiry of
what ship ia that 2 and before 1 had time to take
the wrumpet from my mouth was answered by a
shot."~~A shot was returned from the Ame.
trican frigate, and by the Copamodore’s statement,
without orders, though justasiie wason the point
of giving an order to fire a shov in feturn. And
thus commenced the actiony-which terminated-in
killing and wonnding about 30 men of the crew of
the British vessel.  Such is Substanfially Coramo-
dore Rodger’s account of the chace)and the ac-
tion. # :

I have already noticed the rights of an atmed
vessel of a nation at war, on the high seas. She
has a right to chacé; because she is authorized
to cafriure the vessels of her enemy. She
has a right ¢c 2ail and to require an answep, that
\bhe miay avoid the atlacking gf afriend or of a neu-
tral.  IF an answer be refuded, she has a.rightto]
consider the vessel hailed as her énemy ; and

. f5 [consequently to attack anditake er if he can,
* neutral armed shift, would not have felt himself : Semt S Saiiinie oo

(0 defend himself and prevent the cap'ure of his

more <zrisus in prospect 7 Why did the commeo-
dore think the firing of the first gun * an unpro-

' dingham to iinagine the Commodore’s ship to be |
|:1ncmrai ¢ Alter having been hard chased by her|
for more than six hours; and after seeing her,
when within asile and a halfy wking the precau:
tion to U the woather guage, the position o wind-
ward the most advantageous for action, which
(the commodore saye) the commander of the
chase (captsin Bingham) from his maneuvres, do.
ring balf ah hoursapprared anxivus to prevent ¢ in
a word, aller observing the commecdore’s move.
ments and ‘condiset, during €ix bours and a half,
to be precisely those of an enemy 5 after hailiog
« what ship is that 1" to ascertain whether she
was a friend or = {0, and the comsodore had
refused to answer 3 what other possible conclusion
could captain Bingham form, than that the com:
modore’s frigale was un enemy? And by what
rule of war, or of coinmon sense, can e firing of
a shot at an enginy be pronounced * an unprovo-
ked outrage?” And why, because under such
circumstances, the firing was repeated, should the
eommodore % believe the inwwlt was firemedita.
ted?” And why should the commodore imagine
that captain Bingham began the attack under the
idea that it was “ a favorable opportunity of ac
#uiring promotion by vielating our neuatrality and
insulting our flags” when captain Bingham must
necessarily have believed the commodore's frigate,
to ‘be an'enerny 2 Why should captain Binghambe
required to see the -American stars in the Presi-
dent'’s flag, when the commodore statés that he
had neéver been able to see the distinctive nationgl
marks in the flag of the Liitle Belt 2-But al-
thoufzh thé commodors ¢ould not gee the size and

Bingham saw cleatly the formidably superior size

force of the Lirde Bele, it is certain that taptain |,

vhis rencounter with' the British ship Little Belr, -
will be constrained to suspecty althougl the com-
modere himself did not, that during the whole of
this afiair, he fble that (in pursuance of his ovders)
he was chasing and fighting a Bricid ship of war, .
and thus avenging the * outrages’’ at which he
had beén previously incensed : and that strongly
impressed with this. idea, though nat Limself aware
of it.
liim likewide knew, or was strongly impressed |
with the idea, that the ship at which he fired be-
lun;;ci}' to the Unpited States ; witheut which im-

| pressioni capt. Bingham could not have intended

to violate their neutrality and insult their flag. If
the commodore’s own statement will admit of an
interpretation different from that I have given, -1
shali be very happy tosge it. But let us look a
flittle further, and consider: his feason for giving
chase.

Let it be recbllected that when first discried,
the Little Belt was so many miles distant as to be
discerned only-from the commodore's mast-hea,
and stending towards himeand he, I presume,

wards, her upper saily were distinguishable frony
the commodore's deck jiwhen =he made signals,

her, and ascertaining what she was, 1 noy made -

L «ail in-chace. = And s0 we are tobelieve, it would ||
seemy, that merely from curiosty; to #fieak a wesw

sel at @ great distence {rom lim, on the &igh searys
and to Learn her-name and to what ntgon she belangs .

{rom our coast, Tan to the sgutivi i, vhen ey

tis tormer station, (1 suppeseat Neéw L otihriuiyy !
ing along the coast a5 before, fd}‘ bhe' projuse g
uarding our mayitime jrvisdiciion from viclationd

cerning the vessel in-sighG rtmarks, That = toe

symmetry of her sails and Réacdeaking sigos

- JStfed in-making it The same govetament jown vessel, Buty 1 ' ighta|and force of the com: ship<=or he
¥ Pt PRI R R Ly : o Buy 1 t, none of these righta|and force of the commodore’s ship<=or ‘he would
il ' 'Em Y 2l & . ﬁg’ . | Nad » L s i ey ! [ Fopigs 5 Py g‘ =¥ Nz ( ph gz A1 > ‘_e i~ S B 4 >
PSP confrma this conclusion ; for the ¢ommo: }‘“"_._ lohg to an """é& —vessel of g neuttal nation.{not have tun from her. For this reason, when
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the commaqdore thought that captain Bing« . -

standing towards her j that about an bonr afters .
which fiot being answered by him, she changed™

her course_and stood to the  setithward. Then,
says the commodove, * being desizous of speakingy |

ed, the commedere gave her a six’or seven ‘horirsiy ’
chace, and, sailed many miles out of his course L |
for the Litte Belt at gome fifty miles distuncs @

cammodore gave her chase 3 alikouph decopdipue [y
to the government paper, © he wasGrdered oty
{n sea immsdia‘w:}’ {rom Anndpobal ok resunng

by foreign cruizers.” o A P %
The: commodare, contii ging Tis detwls cop.y
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