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SANTCH OF MI. SH¥FFEY S SPRECH.

1t was not his intention to disturb the tran.
quility with which wie messures have heen so fa
pirsued § but it was his duty to- explain the mi.
tives by which he was governed. while he wished
not and did not doulit the purity of thase who had
agyocated medsures which to hiin appeared areyr |
pant with the MOSt rUINOUS COPSEGUENCES mm— 1 |
had hoped that the question ol e g o war en e
have bocm 'Y pre.oRien af odco s 48 SRIGE

e o amition lor forewrn conguest.

4 contract.
why <16 you not go to war !  Prudence dictatated
otherwise. Whereis that prudeance now.

But nations long in peace need war we are told,
for the recovery of their martiol spirit. Sir, it is
not true that nations are injured by long continued
prace  Look at what switzerland g0 longr was
Why plunge into the evils of wavy lest we should
be miscrable without . A war with Great Bri-
tsin will be a convmercial war, The object is
tne removal of the orders in  council ; and
this to be effected by taking Canada. Now the
first question is. can yoy_ raise the men who
can atchieve this 7—=He hesitated uot to say they
couled not. Caleulations are made on patriot
We are
XY that the pubMe spirit i loudy, and we are

case ne should have gone with he majoily n'he.e nm “acun;|i|;g hut E]‘lr’(’?killﬂ it. L*™% atthe
furnishing the means of war, if the hoaor amiin. ! ful<ome addresses 10 Mr Adams from legislatures
terest of the couniry demanded it.—The cavsvs!und public bodies, pledging their lives, fortunes
of wa, the means of carrymg it an, and *he o8* and sacred honor : & the finger of heaven pownts to
ject to be atteined, ought 'a have alb beer fuly wer,”  How soon was 1 discovered that a few such
and i‘-l'll'iy stateds  Instend o which he hod heord | addresses were not the voice of the great body ol
oo.hing sut high colored stutements of wrongs tthe people.  The peanple are not now the friends

He woulld opeuly avow that there was cause of ajof war: nor will they suppor: a foreign war, or/ _
tand by tesceching that they would not embark in | recent consiruction, every member of this house
I'he eentleman from North Caroling, (M. [the Luropesn cpntesty, nor thus put o sea with | holds his tight of speaking, not on the principle

war ag NGt Coreat Bill.h « burno! less so 3.;ii.n'111|,931‘ ol [‘ff!'!_‘ip"" conguest.
the other belligerent.  Uhe ordees in council are!

eratian here )

It is trize, he said, that
battles of the world.
downlall of England ! We are told thet other ob
jects will employ the attention of Bonaparte. The
miser may prefer a Biitish 10 a Freach guinca,
but he will take bothil he can.

We are nsked, what are we o gain by peace {
(by Mr. Speaker.) He was astenished at the
question. We are vet the happiest nation on
which the st nver shone.  Llberty and secaviry
are ours. et me these and take your orlersin
counctly or yuur wrade 10 France.  Almost our ail
is securad by peace @ and what is not risqued by
war !

England i3 not to be ¢riven from hev purposc
by oyr ¢mbargo and noncintercourse. We have
proved the fv.],l_v of tha hope Alter we have rais
et the army. and its purposy should be effected,
what is to be done if Great Bricain still hold on
hier course?  Is the army to o dishanded ¢

He concluded with returiing his thanks to the

Euglanﬁﬁ fi

ghting the

Speaker and the house tor the attention  given,

And what is to succeed the or body of men, whatsocver.

When the Derlin ducree was issued - in, which they before condemned ; and he ex- right of being heard by their representative is the
\pressed his fear that the same course was in op- inherent and absolute right of the people

Now
it is the essential character of steh a richy, that
it exists, independent, and in des: ite of any man,
I' is “bsmd to say,
that uny right is independent, « hich dejrer s upon
I'the wiil of enother., Ttis ahsuid to siy, that any
right is ahsolute which is vhully relative 16 1he
inclination of another ; which lasis only as leng
us he chooscs, and terminares at his nod.  Now,
whether this power be excrcicelds by rpe, or ma.
nyy it matiers note. The principle of civil lihafty
is grone, when the inherent ang abselute pature of
the right i« gerie,

Apply 1his reagoning to the cwse before us It
is inipnssib e to corceal the fact, that a8 our inles
and oiders stand, indepiendent ol the proposition,
now oflered as an amendmente itis in the puwery
of a majarity to preclude al! debate, uper any
questicn, and force every member of the house
{to vole, upon auy pr-!pa.qi' 10N, wiliion: give g hin
the opportuaity of explaining lis awn reasons or
siating the interests of his cons Ihis is
undenible, s it not then, plein & conclusive. that
{us our rules nnd orders now siand; sccording te

L3

not fsunded in '!\lslicc: they are causes of -Hii‘;‘ﬁ:an!'n'fij has shown you, what you cannot (:c_ﬂr‘&“lb vessel of Stutg, when the winds were up ; the of the inlierent, absolute and independent right ol

nor ure these orders beneficial to Gereat Brituin
bhersell.  the decrees o! France slockading the
Biitish Isles werely neme al ; nor was there oni
the partof England any just ground for her rgtal.
atingg orders. Uhe orters ol No,ember, 807,
were ca‘culated not 1o benefi. Looat dritain but
goly toinjure us
Of what has beeh.8id of the 1 opressment of
Amelican tedarnet, § Dart 18 tray @ but 1ot to the
extent stated particulaly by the ventleman lrom
Keuwcky. (Johnson) who painted in the most
glowing colours the disiressses of fi‘ry rhousand
American cilizens ia Mr sait he
would never go to war for ny
- Fican native citizens or such us were heve ut the [Tt vou nuss this hill you will not in three years pro
gime of the revolution. - We are nothouns o pro {cure 25.000. wen '
tect Britsh subjects—They owe allegiance o th-ir]  We have aone of the means or materials of
governmenty, and that government will claim it |31 : not evea bii kets.  Buat perhaps the army
When British subjecis come heve and sway a gi.[ist - maich in dog days and come back victorious
ven tme, they become if they chuse citizens|befire the cold weather comes on !
of the United States, and we are bount|  Somesuppose if we anbs gnto - an «a and prof
to protect them while under our jurisdiction : but|tes them liverty, they will all flock to your stand.
to say that our flag shall protect bath pioperiv and{ .rd  No A urcat part of the population 1s
mengds claiming more thar ©on be grav'ed. . Tae[frem the United States persons who have sertled
right of a beiligerent to search T comirabund ! vere because they nrefer the soil or the goveru.
goods e, canaoi te denied  Bf re we go to'ment.  They will not forsake their all-giance.

L Wl b o olfer te e Waineie napotal s WA b, Boaish Gesoreaagnd ! TR
meil.: ¥ but our own ci'idens (o to go on toard the time yod are making these prepuutiuns: G
our own muichantmen, She rneecs her culjects Britain, if you yo to Canada will suon b iui back
and she «ill obiain them if possible ithe army 1o defend vour sacked citics. What do
© Thepe is o grreat difficrence b tween a cause of vou obtain foryour certain losses ; immense fos.
war. and an oifecc ol war. Why wasi. ovr bleod and ses? The frozen lunds of Canada. that we conat
treasure without a subs.ardal - hjeeo of nanorsljwaat. Will not G Britsin attack us in the sourh,
benefit! Weclsim the right of trading 1o the conti [every where indeed along our coast ¢ Will there
nent. "OF what value is this ¢ Is it worth a war{faot be invasions not for tertitory but plunder
The trade to the continent 1s now 6F litle value, jaud vapine. Yet we are told that if we all goto
and 18 duily diminishing.  Such is ihe polifly of | he botrom this side of the Allegany, liberty wil
the I'rench governmas that foreign trade is to be |
destroyed.  What is the value ol all vcur com |
merce to Prance and her dependciv s ! Yourex-
pout rommerce there before the ordiers in conncil
or French decrees was but § 2,700 000 out ef could be raised.  The
above $48.006,000- andh eve n thir woul now be by an aafernal tax in "98. was considered oppres
far liss. Coffre and sugar arc
How tbaceo ? Only one fiftieth ot of the tobac [(admitted they conld be raised)
co used in France can be ol foreig growth lstl much? (Mr Shefley here made a caleulavion for
this not intended to amount to . 1oLl profibition ? one
It is o partof the system I total exclusion” Ot}
cotton, 1na little tinge none will. by thig systeny,

that ’luj pl‘t)\‘u{:.‘t'inns o war wer
68 than now

Much has been said of Volunleers,
not known nne who would volunteer as a privat ;
us officer s there would no doubt be enongh.
your lurmers sons, or any *hat can gei a hivingr
et home (urn sut as privi@s to go and ficht Cuna
l].\ ?

my was flled up.  Suchis the prosperous state ol

dvery, e the time wa:

e

.

L1l

1 L -

not L he desived,
What are the peconiary resources of this conn-

-

far greater injhonzon overcast ; the storm gathoring @
\V hy did not you then gn to war? [lows running mountain high ; and thus risk the [upon the will of the majority of this house im=For
Mr. 5. had |vanger of shipwreck or total loss.

Wi

]s.mk-"n

the bl

Decennder 28,
GAC RULK
The house resmwed the cons:deration of the

In 98 when no fighung was expected, du (unfinished business of Saturday lasty vizi Mr. Nel-|
viner a year and a hall®s roeruitiog, not hadl the ar. son's amendment 1o the rules and or'ers of the | bused.

house — Thut whenhe previous question is or-

enciety in this countryy that vou connot get men | dered (o te taken, pon tue main (estion being
for. such a war, He rejuiced it was so; and hoped|

prte every member who has not already spoken

far distant when snciery shoold be|shail bave liberty to sneak once.”
viher-than Ame. such asto afurd proper cheracteis for such a war. |

Mro Quincy—Mi. bpeaker, I do not regard this
question i the lighty ia which some of its advo.
cates, as well as of its uppanents, have consider
ed 1t ; as a mere contest for puwer between the
msjority and the minority. It is of an higher
character. It affeciy the essentiul- principles of
civil liberty, and saps its hopes 4t its very fouu
lation. I rejoice that 1he gentleaian om Virg-
nia (Mr. Nclon) has limited his proposition, 8o
43 to preclade any mistake concerning the ubject
of ite  We are not now advoc ting an unrestrain.
od privilege of cebate.  |'he inquiry 1s—shall a
m-in question, in this deliberative hody,

- sl Euppy v
shall have
o avail kimselfof ii. 10 speak at least once upon
the question.  Tle ground taken by those who
uppose e propostion, is that of necessity and
cofivenience.  ‘There are the very points, which,
in a lree country
guarded.  For it s, heres that the spirit of des.
potism always lies in ambushe Under the cover

LI - el wrer e

]

Lerdies of the peeply, and never Fails, svoner or

be riumphant stitl in the west, it was an exchuange Haer 1o make them s prey

1t s 10t 10 be donicd, that the subject is in some

as

respee.s diflicull to mana e with any hopes of con

pmpariad debate, . In this house it s arprued s @

wlly forbidden.(sive Howis it to now?! Fhuty thousund men guesiion concorving=—who shall haye the power, alengine ol the exccutive.
will cost huw!lm |}nl'i ¥ O 4 nunoriny.

Aud ns it is areed on

Is, that in the exercise of the power, abus.

all nand

ever be |
atrenay |
ad s oppartonity; il he wishes |

oughe mnst vigilently o be!

i necesaty or convenience, it steals upon the li-
] } |

his cons'ituents whose representative he is, but

{that which another may at any time take away
| from me, 1 hold n.;t by my own right, but at his
(will.  Uan any thing be more obvicusly at varia
jance with the spirit of the constitution and the
| first principles of civil liberty

Let not any man say this power will not be a.
This is the favaiite argument of every
despotism, z2nd of course, will not {ail o be ur-
ged, when itis about 10 plantitseif in the very
tempie of libeity.

I have chosentoconsider this subject in relation
to the ripht o1 the whot bo v, and of one of its
Cinnividual membersy rather than 1o that of a ma-
jority atd munorny. 1 he night o spesk 1s an in.
dividual vight.  Limitit os you please, consiaient
with a stngle ex reise of thae right  But when ihis
i> taken awusy, ur preciscly the same thing so
'far as it'respects the principle ol civil liln rtyy
L when it is moche power of one or many, at 1ts sov.
fereipgn will und I‘m!(an#rf. to take it away ; there
1s no longer any rightd ‘We have our wiuie of
tspeech as the slave bas his—al the will of a mas-
Metem— 1

But it is said the legislature muet sunietim
* saANy

Il t v
. bty ol !\[n:t'th. Py ves '} m
Tooacting.” Apd I say lin, b eXx he
fright as you plcu\e, only ¢o wotassume tu your-
selves the power of tuking away the whole righ:
lat your pleasunc. ‘

|1t is, in this doctrite of “ the necessity of act.
ling' that lies the whole mystery of
which we are now combatting, Stiictly speaking,
a legislative body never » acts ™ Its province s
ito dliberate and decide.  * \etien™ sy alone,
eortectly attributable to the exeentive.  nd it
iwill be fownd, thet ail the cases, in which  his
‘necesaiiy of “action” has been urgedy huve bren

|

| €3
I I ot S -

|
il

I (L s 1] WA

e al

ihat errar,

3 : ] - - ' . e Y L § H WX 1 1 r 1 » . .l.' a1 1 - 'y 4 h-
try  He would not alwit that the means of war!vincing =—=There 15 @ siute of feeling, both withim 'cue3 in which the legiclarive l‘md) has departed
2 000.GO0 dollars, coliceted |1his house and gur el ity very unpropitions 1o an | lrem ils approvridted duties of celrbueration end

deetsion, and descendea 1o be an justromeut or
I hesitate hat Lo say,
(that this position may be proved by slmost every
[instaice in which this necesstty of sction has been

year. (perhaps 1809 of the expenditire for mey happen, the present m"j iy, hike all othes jurgedi—Tltavas an e Xe utive haste to us own pur-
i . . . i . 1 . | . .. . . . .
the meitary establishine ity and found 1t 492 dole majoritics, Rave o prevailing wclinauon 1o reserve | poses, which prevailed upon the lepislative body

lavs @ o mon)  The estimote (he said) is gen- | in their own hands, the exclusive privilege of a.|lodeny to deny to its own members, their pri-
erally aboatone half the real expenditure. Under buses  And wiibout doors the subject is ol no less | vileypes.

the preflipate adminisiration of M. Adams, infdiffivuliy.  Fory of lute years, the popular ear has| - Tt has been asserted, that, G if thisamendfent
1798 1he military and naval expenditure was not ! been so vexed with specch upnn speechi—wind upe { passes, this will be the only deliberative body in
50 grreat by ubove a million as under our cconomi on win t==the putlic paticnee hes been so exhaust [the world, winch cahwor stop Gehate.”  On the
cal (democratic) republican-administration, forthe ed in hunting up the soliiary jrrain of sense, hid. jother hand 1 assert, that W this anenament does

be admitied.—Including  Hollant and Twly your
gommerce to France and its dependencics is not
worth two millions of dollars, If ‘he orders in
council were this moment repealed commeice o
France & her (lcp?-l.:luncics, s shackled by duties,

and being bound to take certain aiticles in return,
would nof be worth having.

In 1807, our export rade to Great Britain was
sabout § 28,000,000, hesides nearly § 5,000 000 to
places since falleninto the hands of Great Dritair

year 1808 : .
The expenditure, according to this bill, and

other preparations, will be about forty-five mil.

ceeds ol the labour of the whole people.—\Wiere

den in the bushels of ehut, that itis ready to sube
mit to any limitanon ol a privilesme which subject
it to so irksome a labor.  Lhe people are alinost

B

lions of dollers anually —about ene-fifth of the pro-ready to exclaim, “ dowhat you will with the i

Berly ol specch, provided yeir will save us from

Shall all this be sacrified for » commerce of twao|will you raise it ? Yes, with the nuval prepara.! that freet of words, with which we are periodically
millions,and thainot worth having? Till it can beltions necessary, and without which there is no inundated.” 3
proved that we shall have a maiket elsewhere, he [system, 43 millions of dollars will be the lowrst| Now this is the very state of the public mind

wauld not relinquish the commerce we now have,
or could have.
We have been told that this isto be a

cer of [ coast of I'}!l._l:,m!. 1o the

catculetion
the East Indies, or West; pass theiron-bound
Baltic ; Mediterranean,

aiq

W here is your commerce to be ? Tolin which the corruption of essentil principles [postponing the muih g Wil

[commencesie= Fhrough  appurent. pecessit
Lleniporary cénvenience, or gisgest at abu & the

LLH

honor. The civilized world has assumed a new o to Spain 7 All these places will e insccessibre | popular senticient i_:» m:ttlr._ 10 acqniesce in the in.
aspect ; neutral vigh s will not he permitted to on account ofthe Britjsh —Yourwhole commierce [ troduciion of doctrines, vitally incousistent with

flourish till there is schange, We lave thought our
trad- of too much consequpnc~ i~ fr ign hations,
Belligerent claims will it
Publi. law has breen consigned 1o the grave by
French Jomination. There = e now 0o ocutral pow.
ers, except ourselves and yon suy we are shortly
t be supposed

to velinguish that !r-l‘\':‘i-"m st cannot
v theé hands

that newtral tights will be protecied
of nn bundeed millions of Leligt ranis,
It we do not understund belorehand, we must

unlerstand  practically—Why did we not go to metamorphosis ! standing armies are composed | power to take away that right slwgether by the for en a tnrd day.

war long ago, whem Lpnce gave us such prova
cation: o why not before with Great Britsin?
Prodence forbade, lhtthe same prudenes operate
now. Shall webe overwielmed with the calamities

will not be two millions of dollsrs. You will bor-
row ¥ Cn motion ! No man will lend withou tze-

even the interest 5 supposir® you would gei the
money, how long s the war to comtinue ! Thiee
years will be the shortest.

the perpetuity of liberiy-
I -ask the heuse to consider what is that prin.

|

re with neutral 1»i;;|1[5,11:urit}’ ; what can you give ! You cannot secure | ciple ol civil liverty, which is amdlizamated and

lidentined with the very exislence of a legisirtive
body. Io what does 1t consist f— And what it i

1o
[ &4

not pass. this «ill be the vuly aeliberatve b dy in
[the world. pretending o be free, inovhich icis in
“the power of a mujority to force a cecision with-
lout any deliberation,  H is not true. that iu the
| British  patliament, the previous qsesiicn siepis
(debpte and forces decision on the main question
fwitheut «ciberation, 1 he previous guestiorn diere,
[if decided in the negative, suppresses  detig 0y
' And unl WBOT,

i

practce afopn'es ol “this. liem !
| P

tthe ¢ Pornet
bute of the matn guestion, alwt oo atfiemitive
ciston of a previous grestion Whoover under take

o exanune the subjecty wil find it as 1 have =tat-
_'l?t -

It is not true, that this power ever was. gr even
1.-.-.“ Le srcessaryy i a teeislative bodyve i et ery
Lease, in whichthe provious gquestion,. aceomding 1o
frerent cotismiction, shas been pressud u';suu the

This will saddld up-jcharacter? It consists in the right ol deliheration. | louse, it wiil be lound that there was no nzreral

on the country a debtof one huncred and thirty | And its character is, that it belongs, not to the |or siare mreexsicy for an immediste decision, ‘I hat

millions,

And is there no danger to liberty? Standing
:arrni-. s wers formerly dreaded. Dut now, strange
‘of different materials, all patriots. No! stunding
larmies are Me same. Never was one more vitt
{tunus than that of the revolution : yet wore it not
|fur one man, whose like we shall never see. at

body. but w the individunl membe=rs constizuting
the body. The body has the puwer to controul
fand repulate its exertise. But 1 hes. pet the

operation of any genergl principles  An mdividual
[mEmber may rendcr himsclbunwarthy ol the pri
Ivilege He'miay beset dgwn: He muay be de
niedd the righty because he hbs abused it

But |

|§|_., 10 8y, I every instance it wi'l he lomil, that je
S wasofno sort of public itipertisee, Whethet the
‘.rn;,.in (rusiion Weve takenon s dayy onthie nexr,
Alwars the Guestion mizche
{have been taken ala reaconsable tine; £ oovery Tite
jdn-':du;.‘. miember, who chiosé to guosk, anipht hgyve
had thé privilege, il he_ pleasoids O cpeching,

] .\'.:
at least onece. Ay furas I ohiseryed, ) il

e~
oresedv f'.t_ i;}.

of war, with probable ruin, for this ideu] honor |the close of the war, perhaps we should now be
It is"a question of prudence, of calculstion ; what [acting under a military despotism. Yet we are
i your powers for maintaining this honor.  Ifj1okd there is no danger. Circ urnstances, il they
o er a seven years war for the defence of our hon |do not extinguich. may obscure the spirit of Jiber
or, afterthe waste of wealth and blond you are at |ty How were we alive when the provisional ar-

{.q.-f deliberation, it assumes a pawer who'ly incon-'tomaintuin.

when a'lecislative body aksumes to itsell the pow. 'u:m'w nt necessity have been ¢4
er of «topping, at its willj al] debate, at any stage [lo pacly cunwng. e subjert was che ¢t

It had popvlar bearing:, which it
isistchl with the essentigl right ol deliheravon, and ,"?It.i‘.-_:l nut the pleasuie of the agapaity 1a have
[totally destructive of that prnciple of civil Tiberty igvesiigaterd. They pressed the minoruy 1o m-

!yt obligred to sit down under the continued orders
w1t Algiers with money.
this case. )

You Lave purchased from France the righ

\Vhere is yoyr honor in

my was raised : what dangers did we apprehend

He feared there was

(Mr. Sheffey

WE WETE ol NOW wWe dre In
| no-distinciion in polideal parties.

t of here noticed the prétemsions of patrintism in En- | representative, i
guing to Great Biiaim; npt by monsy UGl 3 ¢ gland of thewes; whp pursued the measpees when ! pears, 1 i theie rigli- that fie'

| which exists, and is jdentif%ed with the exercise

+ =ouneil, what becomes of your honors  You buy | yet. now we are told there is no dariger.  But then [of that right.

| Therigt of every individual member is, in
{ foct, theyirht of his constitaenis,  He is but their
It is in their majesty, that he aps
clocts.: Fhe

stant decision, by refusing adionrnment. And us
Inf happens, in ol sich cases, re-action i3 equal
o ociion.  The minority were dut opon hoie
lawettle, and they patto tuial the metie of the
'majority.

| Jo is undosbledly true, thut this power mey be

F




