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notenough for me. I must be persuaded that there
jsa rational hepe that war will remedy the evil
which we experignce, and that it does not bring|
with it others much more to be dreaded than that |
under which we luboi. Were these things as lit.)
tle quesiionable, us the course of the British ¢o-
vernment! hus been o just, 1 should bave no hesi.)
tution in uailing my eflorts to cblain jusiice by
force.

So faram T from admitting that the British go- |
vernment 18 Justified in ndopting her order in coun |

Congrels of the U. States.
ilOU_jE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 3.

.Q.fﬂ. SHEFFY's Speech on the Bill for raising an
aduirioral military force of 25,000 men.

Mr, SAEAEER ~=It was not my intention to have
disturbed the wanquility with which this measure
biae hitherto progressed through the [ouse ; but
considering the dep interest which this couniry
has at stuke, and which is so intimately conneeted
with the present quesiion, | have though® it my
duty to state the reasons.which influence my vote.

I fesl the greater solicitude to do so beewigy 88 | herienemy the evils meditated against her by the|
will have be:n perceived W the severat siages off cree of Berlin &c. | do most explicitly 'd:n)'.{
the bill uuder consideration, I diff r esse tiakiv |y, doctring, that a belligere ¢

with a geeat majonity of the representatives of the y;ihilate the unguestivnable right of a neutral, be-

: : o A
thewr premises and conclasion. I'he principle!
up n which they purport 1o be founded, is the |
iwlit which . Britain claims to retaliate upoi

it can' justifiably an-|
I

il (the great cause of com pluint), that I deny both | f

= =

as the only mode by which we can be brought to+ are now starirg vou full in the fice, Y
gether to prevent collision from which neither can trade in the colonial products, formerly the most
derive any substantial benefit.  The question is profitable branch of our for g0 commerce, to uld‘;v
not what we want, but what under sll circumstan annihilated. The consumplion of your tobieco, 1
scs itis poisible we can get. 1 have, therclore, great staple of the middie sat-y, redjiced 19 .,',,c
lung since thought that our povernment ought o fGfteenth of the whote Quanti y eousnmed in France
abandon the high pretensions of affording security [ —ang that menopoliscg Ly the French ZOVET e
to every person (cven aaens) who should sail un- | ment who pays your mierchants what ns rr:-; ety
cer our flag s ane propise some amangement to(dictatss  You see Four coiton, once the l:fl‘(eat
G« Britain, which, while it gave proteciion to our!and pr fit ble staple of (he sanih, sutjrcted 10 :,ur-h
owil nalive citizen, would prevent our mr:clwn'sicnurmuus impost duties—as almost winonnt iog
fom emyploying 2oy othyr during ihe present war fpn,h‘_j;iﬁun fugy e avowed purpose of rne o, .
H \hese stipniations were reciprocal, every suh {inge the culown, at 1rticle wtaty and the gou (ke
stowii cobject weuid be answered.  Should Grest] of France—youp flour and provisions in no 1.
Hritain refuse zn overture so manifestly just, itjket there, because she bus 4 surplus of her own
would afford adciiienal cause of cowplainy, and!production.  The other siticles in whch weare
then we might mdulge in the betler invectives | permitied to trade uee 50 incos si fera b in waige
which have vbeen uttered aeainst her, hat they form no seriouy item in the accomt. Bes

From what [ have said it wiil be apparent that [sidesall this—gou sce your merchunts, af-er by e

1) s¢C 5(_‘“

fed

—— "

people of the United Siates.  They suppose that

this course s indispensible to maintyin the rights s,

and honor of the country. and that the means
which th2y are about 10 provide by wis Li'l, are|
culeulated to attain Lthe ends in view 5 while | con.

jed by him,

cullae itm

! Itis neither justified by reason or by
cny punciple of pubiic law. Nor do I helieve G
l 1

LBrituin more correct in her conel

ay be caleulated to distresy un enemy, or |
em retuliatory of some uRjust regulation adopt. |thereis ample cause of war 2painst Great Britsin,

I do not oppose this measure on the srround that

| The reverse is explicitly admitted.  But shall the
[bleod and treasure of this nation be luvished a

prainst |
gsiong * that the  the orders in council, as so imuch paper-.-or ureditsy in ree

ing submitted 10 the injustice of 1 reach teirsifae
tions, and the rapzcity of Freiich oficers —-COm.
pelled to invest the 4 e remnanes nf (he P nereds
of their caryoes in Froneh sitky, wi ie®y and bran.
slerd proportions. iy this d (ail

wigl:

e-ive their projec’s pregnant with every miw-l‘.'n-FI
~=wi h the ruin of our liberties  In the expres icn |
of tliis epinion, let me not be understood us dispo. | on the contrary, itseoms (o me that they bad s di |
sed in sny degree to impeach the purity of their pecy opposite tendency.  The most important fea
neotives, [ have no doubt that every memberacts | iyre in the French Berlin deciee, was that which |
under the high sense of duty which hie owes to his ' wag intend
country, and which the oceasion i particularly cal tries under her controul and influence, tiritish pro
¢1 tud to inspire. While I make this sincere end-duce and munulictures (the blockaaing purt being
unsophistica’ed declarstion, T hope a corvespintimerely nominal ) It would be cither riguronsly
dent indulgence and liberality will be extended 10 exccuted 3 or it would not.  If it couhl not be ex
me, . fecu'ed, as was then generally belicved, the Amer-

Ihad hopedifit was seriously intended to chanee ican flag off rded the best means ol introducing
the state of this nation, an:! to barter the blessings ) the articlis interdicted to the continent 7 sothst
of peace, which we have enjo-ed for so many years. ‘e enterprise of our cilizens, seconded by the ha.
For the evils‘and celdmities of war, thet the gues- bty and wa. ts of the peopie wha had been azens
tion wodld have been propounded to us in a direct ltomed 1o this commerce, would have-vedluced the
@nd uncquivocel shape—=thot we should have been | docree 'o a mere shadow.  Should, however, the |
galied upon 1o determine whether the injuries of vigor < the French zovernment be thir':l':l“nt':n;l
which we jusliy complain, are 10 be redressed by |« et the anti cCmimercial svetem and! execute the
the employment of the physical force of the coun | Borlin decree, s0 a8 1o exclude British products’
try. If such had been the expiicit determination {and msnufaciures 3 there then romained to pros- |
of a myjority -muchas Idep ecate theedils which|pecr that France couid he distressed Ly the des
muost ingyiably attend astate of war, Lshanld 1 -\’rlrr.':cuw.- of the remarnime commerce with hey ; lel:
cordially united wi'h them in calling forthour en [thus, W furmshed her with none of the great|
ergies and providing the means calculated to ter ’nca ssaries ol Jife.  OQur principal trade was in the !
minate it speedily and successiullv. 1 shou'd have | eoloniul producs, which, by the Bedin decree,|
dane so under the guidance of the sam - motives sud suisequent municipal regulaions, were total y!l
which actusie me in the opnosition which I make [excluded, with a view to enedurage their gr-vmh?
g0 the bill on your table. Viewing war as atrend [or subis i utes in her own dominions.

orders in council in their effect wauld retaliate on|
herencmy the evils meditated aguinst her by him ;"

So that '.hei
£ 1 with svery evii which ambition. corenption. and [.rd re in covnefl, 45 to the retalidtory object,,
' ghe indulgence of the maliznant passions aan give (could have veryGihte. if any practical effect. {
irth -xhw;-iﬂgﬂ'-“ folog? BB g i o i epul e imaresasen gl '
M s enre as 50N as ah hnrarhl. {men, mach hus been said in the course of this de-,
prace could ‘be secured-— —=that the bmly_ poltic bates” The'distresses of fifty thousand American '
migzht not be wholly corrupted by protrac.ing !hr.-.! 1izens on Lourd the British ships of war, have
discose, hut restored to its heslihlul state with®as|heen d-saibed in feeling languoge, and painted in |
fic le del.y as pessible, Tt his howevercpleased | clowng colours ; particalarly by an hoenoiubl:
those who direct the affairs of this aation in this imem' er from Kentucky (M Johnston.) With
House, to pursve a diff rent covse I-ns_(e:ufl_ of jout b lieving that the wetual ntmber approaches |
designating the objeet for the uttarnmen: f)‘- wh_l"l"l, hat supposed, [ [eel for onr unfortunate country-
the force provided by W€ bill under consileration men in that situation, and readils admic that there
fs to he emnl ved=<t0 faras it resprets any I]rcla-,’!_\- cause ol compl.int against G. Britzin avising
ration of this House, that is still unascertaire] 1 so | lroin that source. But on this sulj ct it is impor |
that we ar€ reduced to the necessity of opposing |‘ant to view the que-tion on bath sides to ._,m:.;cl
the gf‘Jﬁt of the means, beccause we are npl:ns:-l-l te;us to ascertain whether we are not claiming mor- |
e object to which they are probebly fo heanplied |ihan we can ever ever rationuliv expect 1o obiain
Threugh this bill, we must perecive the ll'l‘t‘l‘lﬂ"j(]"sl‘ Tative cinz_;-ns er those who were o L‘nll'lt rs |
intention of the majority ; which as avowed 1% no of this community at the close (.‘f the revolutions
thing more or less than an offensive war against [ry war, are urquestionsbly rml.lc.(l_,_{.r'n eXemption
Great Britsin, : !Ilmm mpressment. But we clamm it for every per
On aquestion of so much ljnumPnt ln_the coun- son W ho shall sail unrltr_n.u' f‘-‘::g:—a: least Ifrw thuse
try, whose peace and happiness i so directly in '\-fhu have heen naturalized since the period men-
volved, I had exnected that a full. systematic and tioned. I confess 1 am not disposed to cnter inw
statesinan lik=  developement 'wonld have been a war for the security on the high seas of the lal
made by sume friend of this measure—not onlv of ter class 1 think we do enough {(more than any

ed to exciude fiom Pronce & the cou“-L'" propese a wiilare to procure the mere noiainal W commerce to Frouce woull not Le we

o
el o slieays

[exjoitsto the same country of foreign manufac- | tion can be subjected ;

the causes of complaint which we haye agsinst G.'other government on earth coes) when we place

we contending for some substuntisl pood, which!ought to convinie u-=—<that g comimrrce thug
we should otherwise enjoy, and of which their o 'Sheckled aud Yuited, is not worthy e crosade
peration deprives us. | presume there s scarcely Which is meditated—and thar the prosp. 2
a man in this conatry however infected e may be its future value is 8l more glomy, | belieye
with the war manis, who could act sa madly, as were theorders in council ripesled 10 motrow —
i S tth two
repeal of the orders in courcil . when it was evi. millions, ana circumscribed 8 1t ulready 15 a9
denty it would be unattended with a single pract. long as thesn iccomune reial SYS'Em Coninues—we
cal benefit. Wo ! the nominal repeal of the orders M2y uxpeety thet i will daily dininish.
1 council is notyout object. It is the substantial;  But we have been (oid 1hat all calculations, as
commcrcial benefit which you conceive will £l {to ubjects, me-ans or cous Quences, are g he laid
that act, that forms the ¢ssence of the cantroversy. ' OUt o the question, as sndid and low ?njn ‘el
The unmolested commerce to France and ber Je. ! That feeling: our country’s rights viedared and l!e-:.'
pemdencies is the hoon for which we are going te: WONOr assailed—we otzht to merch heedlessly ¢ n
This is the real of joct, disguise it 4s you' 10 scek redress st every hazard. 1 confess I was
will. < And it is pot the commerce which we for 'astonished 10 hear such a course recommended.
-.-,.ﬂly cnif.,lgl (35 pentlemen wenld see m e sup- In the piost unimpml:-.n'. crncerns of lile, a Prue
pose) whi‘ch isincontraversy,  Your export cum  dent men cails to his 2id bis best re ason and celili
merce to §raiicyg now consists of our own peaducts erate judgminent, Butit seems in the Kreat cone
only, asappears by the fetter of the French minjs. cerns of the nation—wh. re its peace is at stuke
ter on your table. I say our own firaduers . e undits future destiny hazerded, we must close oup
sayse Dsupposgthe privil=ge which has been gra- eves, set all prudence ut defi nce, an:l niov. b d.
ciously extended to us, 07 ¢ xperitig other articles !y on to our object and not disgrace onrselyves Ly
mn cerlain cases, uncet French licences, will scarce. consulting the lessons of wiesdim und «xp rici ce
l'{ Le insisted vn as being any tAng else but an in. which lie in_uur way.  Siry this nation’s heaor is
digmty.  The municipal’ regulations which haye the prosperity snd happiness of the peuple. Fcana
Leen substituted tor the Berlin decree, s0 fur gs DOt cousent to purchase national misery, cven
;.t respects the practical effecty, have dest royed by should it be accompir=ed with what gendemen
{ar the most profitable and impartant branch of cur €a' national honor, T he abstract notions o. honor
trade to the French cimpire--.which cousisted in which regulate the cenduct of individuals and
tie preduct ard manulactures of otliér countrics. | Which are valuable in private life, oueht poe o
PSTeITIe S e et o mmnwrt%_wnwmmwm“n W Wnotn ire ¢ohis
‘mittedthe aflaitd of naticnse—utherwise we n i, ht
lumber, &e. fur which they received in return the wage perpetuul war.  In the whole I:ismry of vur
:[{)f'.;f_tg f}j' :h"iﬁf !:j'!-in(]s. 1lhe Eu!'pl”‘ llf']'fnld gb\tl'ﬂlnlﬁi, I)rl.dfnct hus ’)L'cn COllsidelt—d as Usy-
the consumption of tlis couniry, was exported to sential for regulating Our Jmeaswes, particolarly
the comiinunt of Lurepe for which we 1eceived in ' those which uffcct foreig nations,  'We have not
reiurn French wines, brandics, siks, German linens Suffered ours:Ives 10 be led anay by oue [celings,
and tills ¢n Lrndon. (but were guverned by © the very culoulations which
U1 so much mere impertance, was this export gendemen now cffect $o much o despise. If we
'rudeto us, than that of our own-preducts, that in had not, we should have waged a Quixatic wap -
1807, before the B itish erders in council existed, long since against France. Her decrees were ex.
the domestic exports to France, (including Bel- iecuted with the utmiost severity apon our come
rium) smeunted to about two milions seven hun- merce for several years—to which has been sge
dred thousand doMers only—while the amount of peradded every indignity ond insult (o which a nae
: yet has it ever entered in«
tires «nd products (chicfly colenisl) was nealy ten (10 the imagination of any one——that our honor ye-
millins. In the same year the whale of our do [‘pﬂl'cli we should svenge ourselves on the impérisd
mestic exports to every part of the world, smoon.; Wrore doer by carrying wat in'o his own demin-
ted to-abeut forty cight millions and a hult ; of{lons ? No! It would be considered es a mud und
which the amount I have stated, was exported ro'hnpcle‘.; attempte  You have Leen in the habit of
Frence, and about-twenty eight millicns o (il‘t':!lil")"i“g tribute (considered @ a badge of de pen-
Binain end her possessions and cependéncies, in|dence) to the Dey of Algiers and cther Barbary
the four quarters of the globe Since that time she |powers, for the express purpose of sccaiing the
hias acquired the French Wese Lidies, the isles of property of your merchants frem coprure arnd yeur
I'runce and Bourbon in the Indizn Occen, the Cape citizens frem slavary. when enpsged in a come

“°L ps

Wile

the Wust [udies cpr floury belf, pork, live stock,

Bitainy and the inju-.ie.s which we have receivesd those 1',. rsons upoa a perlect equality 5 03 it res~|of Goad Hope, the Dutch possessions in Asia ayg meice, 1o which you have the most ML estionas

at her hands ; but of the objects of the war abaut(pects the «njoyment of every right within our ter | America.  To these countries in 1867, while un. Hble ti'le.
So far no otlor natien has | der their former dependence, the expoits of do-[(forse you will cail it) with the Ep

to be @ndertaken. and the means snd probahilitics ritorial jurisdicion,

of securing them, There is a self evident dis'ine cayse 10 cou plein, because we do not interfere | mestic products from the U States, amounted to: by 'Which it was stipulated.

tion between the causes and the objects of war. with cny tight claimed by them j either sanctioned
The onemay'misl without the others  And there-by public Liw, or of a guestionable character. But |

# s R N PPN JIE, WY o
may be both gond causes and suhstaglnl ohjrets, curther we caurot go, withowt interfcreing with the f

You have lately entered into . compuck
peron of Frara e,
that - consyderation
upwards of four millions of dollars, so that esti- |l his permission o us, 10 trade to Luglod (a
mating our exports to G. Biitain and her present i right which we held inde pendent f Lis coner 1)
possessions and dependencies, a3 they siood inf“ﬂ would cause our rights (o be 1e8picted by bers

and yve! it would be the grossest [ollv to precipi'ste claims of other sovereign powers § sanctioned by | 1ECT, the amount “would be abaut thirty.two mil- | W hy were all these things suffered and cone ?
tliec naton into a wer, unless o full reflestion, <id [long practice and acquiescence. Allegistice is dus!luns ; slout two thirds of the whole amount of oyr| Where was this honor that js now goading us on
ed byl the wisdom end experience we conld col {frem every person 1 a spcizl late to ‘some go- Hdomiestic exports 1o every part of he world. 'j'hm;’lo a warwich Grest Britnin? \p by was war the

Ject, there appeared a fair prospect, that afer the vernment. .In the t!._:r‘.{ nzes of supe rtT:iriu_r. :-ndllv-'hi!c se ore about ‘engaging in,a wir for com-
was'e of jour blood and trécsnre, we eould vither desporism, it was « Iu_.n'.‘.fi 28 due !_n- divine right ; tnerce, we abandon the preater, ab_fu!utcl}- ; aud
realise the object in contraversy, or obtain same but since the dawn of civil iberty, it hus heen con |coniend for the lesser. 1\We relinguish our com-
aubstantiz] eqivalent. . We had thevefore riph to sideved = @ wuty growing out of an implied coms merce wilh Great lh'lla-ln amll_l‘.'tl' poscessions at
expect, to have had placed betore us. 2 view of pact between the povernors and poverned, and in-{the threshold (forduring hostilities I presume we
shis subject. calenlated 1o convince u‘;tllmt e nere;tflswlu'ii_'-' ik ather compacts, without the ml_uuzfilshall have none) und go (o war Jor what we can
rot foregoing the bleesiops --."pc..cu: without a ra. assent ol 'h_e contrac.dng pajties. On this prinei- g, of the commerce of T rancey Taly, f{.,i[;m}i,
ticnal ohject, or without the most distant piospect ple is I.n.-um::-d the doctrive of perpetual sl giance ! Llamburg 2nd 1he Harse Towns ; 1 leave Spaia
of moking the warany thing bat a cirse o thig, ec gm:sr(l llnm’i;l*._r-ut Furope ; und th':: Br‘nmh and Portugal and their An_lcnc:m provinces out of
pation. But instead of such o course which (fe oc. | pretevsions, by which they reclaim their subjects the question, as the fate ol those cuuntries hangs
easion seemed naturaliy to require, (if our reason found on board our merchant vessels 5 wher  they jin suspense.

%s to have any share in the decision,) nothing hes | @lleie They are wot entitled to protection, no wore|  Butthisis not all. 8¢
Been presented to us but Mghly colored a';;tei'.]r;\tsr-llla_:a enémny’s property and.mntrah:jfui coods, for .ll_m day 15 not dl;innr, when the (f()mltlmns ol
of the injun{ice which has been mt"afeur.cd out to whick they have an ut‘:qutslmnizble n;tlz_t 10 &cm'_ch ll: rénce shall not afford us a market for a g,]nglt- ar
us by Great- Britain,  The many  injuries wlvhll] 1hlus while they claim the _ru:‘hl _ol nnpressing !u.:!c. .!‘lll all commerce with her shall gither Le
we have received at her hands have been detailed. | their own subjects only ; (he sinilarity of manners interdicted by her own g vernment or ah'_.-nr!m:.cu
and repeated by almost every ohe who bas spoken land langliage, and the abuses of puwer by British|ay eur merchants as unworthy their pusut.. Ev

We may expect to see, and |

ifamrnf this bill ; but there they have stopped. | cfiicers, causes the impressment of muny of our|er since the date of the Berlin decree and the pos.
tration of the Prussian menarchy, those who gave

themsclves the trouble to think—and could think,
saw that a great and rodicel change in the state of
Europe was intended by the imperial congneror,
who wields the destinies of the continent,.  What-
ever the ultimate object might be, it was early
perceivable-—that that mutual dependence which
exists between commercial states, so far asit res
pected the French ¢empire, was about lo be dis.
sulved, and that it was to be dependant no lonper

On (his pact of the subject (the only part which
ntlémen have been pleased 1o touck) thirre 15 ve.
gy licle difference betm-enl us ‘! have no diffienl
in believing, that ever since’ the year 1806, not
ouly Great Britain, but Frauce slso, have given us
rep med causes of war, \\:hl?h‘ _n.ccnr:lmg to the
[oroier usages of nations, is Juutnﬂ_c.l wl}-.-nerur an
indignity is off: red, or & nationsl vight violdted, 1
Am not one of those, thercfore, who suppose that

native cilizens. .
In consiacring this pa

it of the subject, T decem
it unnecessary to investigate the justice of the doc.
trine for which G. Beitain contends, or how far it
corresponds with the abstract ¢ right of man;” 1

speak of the fact. It is enough for "us to know
that these pretensions existy have long existed,
and will ot he abandoned. We muet be conscious
that we canpot finfiose our farincifiles on other na.
tions, with whom it our interest to cultivate a good

» Great Britain has done us no cssential injury.”

upon foreign naticns for any supplies. To this,

{only balsam w.heal our injured  honory rot tesorte
edto? There is but one answer that'T cun give
congistent with the respect | owe to the govern.
ment,  Pridence forbad it. War was not calenlas
ted to cure the esil which effected us. but to make
it worse. | think o vow. Can the waste of our
blood und treesure heel the wounds which 'he na-
ticn's fencied honor muy hive receiver 2 Are we
to drawaizpon us all the miseries 1hat attend Wik,
and ‘all the dungers with which ivis surm undet,
without-ary practical gord in prospect— vlien per-
hups at the end of scven years we shall be compel.
ed to sit down and acquivsce undgr the Svstem a-
[gainst which the war is waged—merdlv to have it
fto say, that we acled like men of spirvie ? |
Siry 1 fear we have not been suficiently attena
live to the progress of events which Bove pusseg
before cur eves— events which have efiected a8 1rad.
ical-change in—the aspect of thie civiig~d \vorld,
[Wc have atiributed the injurics med indigni i ¢
which we have experienced, Yo vauses s inck
ftam the tive ones—we have suppostd that to the
abstract and individual injustice of the men whe
are the vulers of Great Britein and France, wag
to be traced all gur evils ; when in faer that injus.-
fice was the inevitable result of existing ci-cum-
stances, and when the true yources lay much dee-
per- - The present state of the Ewiopean world,
is. the primary cause from which those pringiples

umlergianding ; but that op every subject where
our rights or pretensions may conflict, both parties' every regolation (ex-territorialor municipal) acopt
must cherish a spirit of conciliation & concession, ed by its government has kept a steady eye. They

Gr from it ! Tam fully sensible of the indignitics
affeved to us, and the repeated violations r_‘.f.um‘
rights &3 & oenural nation on ber part j buj this js

)

i . -
Y L

that haye so sericusly affected our commerce have

received their origine  And te e it appearsvain —




