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Congress of the United States.

SECRET DEBATE ON TdE EMBARGO.
CONTINUED.

Mr. Clay said those who voted for the former
embargo, are bound now to vote for war.
to have succeeded the termimation of that mea-
sure, which would bhave been the policy. He
said he was at issue with the gentleman as to the
public sentiment—That it is with us, is proved by
the glowing and patriotic resolutions of fourteen
legislatures. He said there were no divisions in
the southern and western statese=Federalists and
Repuslicans were united for war,

Mr. Boyd, of New Jarsey, ssid while he admir-
ed the fire and spirit of the honorable speaker, he
thought we should do well to be considerate. He
asked whether we are prepared to assail our ene-
may or repel her attacks?  He asked, whether it
is wise in an unarmed nation, as we are to com-
mence hostilities against one so completely pre-
pared ? ‘

Mr. Randolph then said he wished to state to the
committee a detail of what happened before the
committee of foreign relations in a conference
with Mr. Monroe,

Mr, Pidgery objected to it, as not in order, and
the chairman said he thought it irrevelant.

Mvr. Randoifth, said his object was to shew that

It oug bt

quence of having been goaded by the presses, to
plunge tho people into a war by bringing them
first to the whipping pest and then by exciting
their spirite. He would assure the house the spi
rit of the people isnot up toit at this time : il so,
there would be no necessity of these provocatives
to excite this false spirite=this kind of Dutch
courage. Il you mean war, il the spirit of the
country is up to ity why have you been spending
five months in idle debate. _

The Speaker (Mr. Clay} called Mr. Randolph
to order, for charging the house with spending
five months in idle debate.

The Chairman decided that the expression was
| mol out of erder.

Mr, Wright appealed.

The decision of the chairman was confirmed
—ayes 50, noes 49,

Mr. Randviph proceeded, and said he would in.
I'fcm-r; gentlemen in this house, that he had known
| gentlemen not inferior in gallantry, in wisdom, in
lexperience, in the talents of a statesman, to any
upon this floor,who have been consigned to oblivion
for advocating a war against the public sentiment.
Did we not then say to those gendemnn, the war
they advocated was against the public sentiment ?

In two years from this time, the people will tell
you that you rated your consistency at more than
it was worth, more than we are willing to pay for
|it—that your disgrace is not our disgrace.

What said the people to the projected war twelve

the proposition for this measure originally came years ago? That they would not pay their money
from that committee, and was not intended as a and sacrifice their property for your consistency.
war measure. He thought it revelant, as it was| Ifit would not discover a want of decorum, he
competent to shew that the ideas of the speaker would ask what has become of the licencc bill a.

the minority had acted with more propriety than
he ever knew in in a minorily

Mr. W ight objected, although he was willing
to acknowleuge the minority had conducted with
propricty.

Mr., Aelson said it appeared to him, that.accor- |
ding to the importance of subjects, 8o 18 our pre-
cipitancy. Is the minority thus to be dragooned
into this measure ! For one, he wishied to reflect
upon it. The first intimaticn he had of this mea
sure, was the Message. 1f itis intended as a pre-
cautionary measure, as the precursor 10 war, ds
some gentdemen have treated it, it is a ques'ioh ol
doubt in his mind. He thouyght it beller 0 arm
our merchant-men==ta grant letters of margue and
repgsal—and repeal our non imporiation law.
We have already suffered enough under our res-
wrictive system, If we pass the bill to-mighi, it
cannot be alaw until the other branch act upon it.
When we are going to war, it will be well to know |
that we have the spontaneous support ol more than |
one half of the community. .

Mr. Axton said he would have voted for the mo. |
tion, if the genteman had not asked [or the ayes
and noes; but as he appears desirous tr marshal
one side of the house against the other, he was
not disposed to gratify him in his request.

Mr. Rendolph made a few moré remuks,

Mr. THdgery declared war to be inevitable, and
ought notto be delayed—on this account he was
against pestponing the bill until to morrow. 1!
we do it At all, it ought tobe spredily. It s not
to be belkved that argument will change a single
vote. ‘The responsibility is on the m.jorty.

The qtestion on reading t0-morrow, was neg
atived, 7§ to 5¢.

ble loss and highly probable guin?
merchant. Ask common sense,

But, itissaid * we must protect our merchant.”
Heaven help our merchants from embargo pro.
{ection! It is said that “the present conditivn
of things has been bronght upon the country iy
the merchants—that it was their clamoorin 1425
and "6, which first put congress upon this system
of coerceive restriction, of which they now so
much complair,” It istrue that inthose years tha
merchants did petition, not for an embargoe—ngt
for comumercial embarrassments and aunihiliation,
but for protection. They ot that time rediiy
thought that this national government was form.
éd for protection of &l the great interests of the
country. If “ it was a grievous fault,?’ & gyicy.
ously have the merclizn's answered it They
asked for relich; ahd you sént them' embarrass.
ment. They asked {or defence, and you imposed
embargn, They asked “bread,” and you guve
them a *stone.” They asked a “fish,” and you
gave a ¢ serpent,”  Giant that the fault wag
great : suppose that they did misiake thre natyre
and cha:ac'er of the government 3 is the ponslty
they incurred by this error never o be v miited ?
Permit them once to escape. and my word for it

Ask your

'they will never again give you an apo'opy Lr this

destructive protection,  1f they do. they will rich

v deserve all the misery, which, undcr the nam:-

of protection, you can find means to visit upon
them. Your tender mercies ave cruelties  |he

mevrcharts hate and spurn tiis @ inous delonce.

Mrp Quincy then tonk e tice of um intimaticn

| which had been thrown out in relation to an ex-
press sent off on the day preceding the messiie
of the President, giving information that en ema

are Wrong.
Mr, Seybert said, that in voting for the several
important measures which congress have agreed
to this session, he felt himself pledged to go to
war ; that he was'in favor of an embargo as a
precautionary measure and precursor ¢ war.
When we voted for the 25,000 men, he supposed
the executive intended war—but he has now such
intormation from a friend in whom he confides, as
Jeads him to believe that bffensive operations are
not meant. We ought to be better prepared be.
fore we engage in war. He had observed in the
Baltimore papers, that the British have ordered a
gquadron, and 20 000 men for our coast. :
Mr. Smilie expressed his surprise at the obser-
vations of his friend and colleague :  He did not
know from what quarter he had obtained his in.

‘gainst trading under licences to France, a mea-
sure which was recommended in the Presidents
‘message at the begining of the session ? He said,
Ihe understood the ship Hannibal, which was late-
'ly captured by the British, sailed under one of
[those licences. He does not mean to palliate that
capture ; but is it strange that Great Britain should
capture our vessels, when we have notified her

It wasthen read a third time—and on the ques. baryo would be proposed’ the ersui g day.’ lie
tion, Shrll the bill pass ; 1t was cariied, ayes 70, said that there was no necessity of speaking of
noes 41 {that matter, by distant allusion, as if there was

Mr. duiut‘y expressed, in strong terms, kisab [any thing thut sought coucealment.  Thisis nit
horrencg of this measure. He said, that if he an affair, said Mr. Q. tha' shuns he light. [ bad
believed it to be a preparation for war, he should ;thc honour and the nappiness, in conjuaction with
have a kss indignant sense of the injury, than he another member of this house, from New Yo k,

that we are about invading her terra Arma. He
believed the way war will happen, if it does hap-|
pen, will be by Great Britain® attacking and per |
haps destroying some of our seaports, which it 1s
calculated will render it popular in this country.
The plan is now to lay an embargo—=and the rea.
son is, we have have had cne, and it has failed.
Chis appears to him to be a nor sequitur,
Messis. Grundy and Caltoun said they were not

formution, that the president does not mean war.

impressed with a recollection of the facts which

felt now, as he deemed it a pure, unsophislicar.ed,'{'.\vlr. Emott,) and a senator fiom Mussschuset's,
reinstated embargo. The limitation of sixty or (Mr. Lloyd,) to transmit that ‘intelligence to Phi-
ninety days, gave little consolation or hope to him ; ladelphia, New York and Boston, by an express
because he knew how easily the same power which started on uesd:y afternoon. In donig
which originated could continge this oppressive this we violated no obligation. evenof the most e
Measure. , . ;mote and delicate kind.  "The fact that the con-

He sad that his objection was, that it was not mittee of foreign rclations had decided thetan em-
what it pretended to be ; and was, what it pre- bergo should be proposed on Wednesdavy was o-
tended not to be=="That it wus not embaryo, prés penly avowed here on Tuesday by various m: m.
paratory to war. But that it was embargo as sub. 'bers of this house— Among others. | was informe
It was ed of it.—1 shall always be gratef.l ic the gentle.

Does he believe he has all this time been deceiving | occutred before the committee of foreign relations

the legislature?  He had heard but one sentiment |in the same maoner as had been stated by Mr
- T 1 : 3 mttcnfoes- B irwy-did-mot revottect that Mc. Mion

,'stitute for the question of declaring war. ‘
true that it was advocated as a step incipient to a men who gave me that information.  Indeed the
war; BRd‘oy-way vi prepuratica-for ity by ' whole esimmercial commuoiiy are unuer great ¢ ha

war unless great Brirain relents, The President
had always supposed that embargo must precede
war—the only difference has been as to the time,
which has been finally compromised. The em
‘bargo is intended as a war measure. He would
assure his colleague it was intended by both the
executive and the committee of foreign relations.
That being now up, he would observe, that at the
beginning of the session. he was not so warm for
war as maay were, but he wasfor commercial res
trictiors. - He was not for the 25 C00 men ; but as
the Aouse have determined otherwise, he would
sow go to war—If we now recede we shall bea
reproach among all nations.

Mr. Randoiph said, it will appear that the em.
bargo is not preparatory to wer, that is to <=
was not necessarily so, and ol course not «
character which the speaker=has considet
Y'rom his minutes (among other facis) 1wy =
ed, that Mr. Monroe said to the comniltee, th
the president thought we ought to declare war be
fore we adjourn, unless Great Britain recedes, of
which there was no prospect-=that there was con
versation about an embargo. Mr. Montoe was
asked by some of the committee, whether the pre
sident would recommend it by message, he an.
swered that he would, if he could be assured it
would be acceptable to the house. He also said,
Mr. Barlow had been instructed to represent to
the French government our sense of the injuries
received, and to press upon them our demands for
reparation ; that if she'refused us justice, tI:nc em:
bargo would leave the policy as respects Irance,
and indeed of both countries, in our hands. e
was asked if any essential alterations would be
tnade within 60 days, in the defence of our mari-
time frontier or seaports ! Mr. M. answered, that
pretty considerable preparations would be made.
He said, New-York wasnow in a respectable state
of defence, but not such as to resist a formidable
Beet—but, it was not to be expected that such
a kind of war would be carried on. It was repli-
ed, that we must expect what commonly happens
# wais. Mr. M. said thet although a great dis-
tress and injury might take place in.one part of
the union, it would
Jation or resources or union at Iargf:. _As to the
prepared state of the country, he said, in case of
a declaration of war, the president would Dot fu_r:l'
himself bound to take upon himself more thanhis
share of the respoasibility. Mre. M- said, the un-
prepared state of the country was the only reason
why ulterior measures should be deferred.

Mr. Randalfi then-said;that the step-we-are
about taking is too higha price to pay for the
consistency of gentlemen, .who q.mk l'hey have
gone too far to recede ; it is 100 €xpensiveto bol.
ster them up in this way. He S%ktd what will be
the sithation of these people in sixty days ! Put
your note into the bank, and see how soon it will
be out. What will be the condition ofth:s'unhup.
py, misguided country ! What would it have
been for 60, 120, 365 days past? He had hoped
not to have seen the Ql(kslorzﬂf'lh%di?j}' \_vo;l;y‘;:i
the caty &¢. rc:l:::ti. ré_the major ¥, 10 -

the

s il.

roe said the embargo would leave the policy, as
respects both belligerents, in our hands.
Mr.Perzer said he was in favour ofan embargo, as

we commence the war,—He did not’believe 1t was
possible to commence it with safety within four
months froin this time. Such a measure as an
embarg;o would be of immence injury to the state
of New-Yark, on account of their tivur which had
not gooe to markwet,

I'he committee rose and reported the bill with-
cut amendment, and the quesdon was, shall it be
enzrossed for a third reading ?

Mr Stow then expressed his alarm and aston.
islim.at at the course we were taking. He said
]'hr'a antry was whoily unprepared to enter into

s warod gentle nen of their danger, and the ru-j
hreatened our defenceless towns.  The
Lih he had cited ought to have more|

hiothe hearsays of some young members

b
auLacTil;
welzli!
in this
parts nf b

be assured you tread on deceitful ground,
intel'tzent part of the community at the north are
against the war,  There is no caloulating the inju.
1y it will be to the state of New York.

Mr. Basse 't spoke in favour of the m=asure, and
respecting the injurics we have received from G.
Beitsin,

T'he question then was, On what day shall it
be read?

Mr. Grundy moved it be read imediately,

Mr, Vacon proposed tg morrow. _

Mr. Quincy said, (it then being half past 7 o
clock in the evening) he had not been able o take
any part in the debate ; that the measure which
had Leen thus hurried, was extremely inlereslingI
to his immediare constituents, and he was Vcryi
|anxious to express his senliments upon it—but
 he-was so fatigued with the tedious sitting, that he|
|was unable to do- it this evenidg, and hoped lill.'.ll
{house would indulge' him until to.morrow. He

not essentially affect the popu | would not condescend to devate such a question | seven cighths in value of our whole exports have

/in the presepht state of the house, and he asked
forthe ayes and noss on Mr. Macon’s motion,
which were agreed to be taken,

Mr, D. R. Williams said he was desirous to
grant the request of the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts. It was in his opinon a very reasonable
one. The deportment of the other side of the
thouse, had, during-the whole of the session, been
very gentlemanly towards the majority—and Sir,
said- he, will you now refuse to give them an op.
portunity to express their sentiments upon a mea
sure, which, in their view, is soimportant? He
said that policy on the part of the majority ought
to dictate the indulgence asked for. ‘The majori
ty now.stand on high ground—what will be said,
and what will be the consequence of a refusal?
—We shall lose the ground on which we now
stand,

gentlemen whose sincerity he was yet bound to!
respect. He could not howgver yield the conyic-!
tion ol his senses and reflections to their assevera.

in this measure, more or less, than its features
indicated. |
Is this embargn what it pretends to to be, pre-
paration for war ¢ In the first place, no sudden
attack is expected from Great Britain. It is pot
suggested that we have a title of evidence, rclative
to any hostility of her temper, which is not posses-
sed by the whole community. The president has
not commuiicated t¢ us one document, or reason
for the measure. He only signifies his pleasure.
An ecmbargo, as preparatory to war, pre sup-
poses some new and hidden danger not known to |

. . v . . | . .
< it e war within the time which had heen mentioned. 'the mercantile community. In such case, when

the government see -a danger, of which the mer-
chant is unapprised, it may be wise to stay the
departure of propertyy until the nature and ex
tent of it be explained ; but not a moment longer.

|

taee—The clections of the maritime! For, Tet the state of things be that of war or peace, bonds, imposed on our consling tride

intry will put your places into the: the principle-is preciscly the same ; the inferest |really intend war, if this measure is imely prepar-
possession of vour poliical adversaries.  You may which the community has, in the property of in- ‘ation and not a substitute for it. iay yeur embur.
The dividuals, is best preserved by leaving its man.|go—DBut let it be mere general p ohibition, with-

agement to the interest of the immediate proprie-
tor, after he is made acqudinted with the circum.
stances of the times-which have a tendency to
increase 1ls eXposure. .

The veason of an embargo, considered as an
incipient step to war, is either-to save our proper-
ly from depredation abroad, or keep property
which we want at home. Now it happens that
the nature of the great mass of- our exports is
such that there is little danger of depredation from
the enemy we pretend to fear abroad, and little
want of the articles most likely to be exposed at
home. The totol export of the last year amount.
ed, as appears by the report of the secretary of
the treasury, to forty.five millions of dollars. It
also appears -by the report, that our exports 1o
Great Britain and her dependencies, and also' to
those of Spain and Portugal, were thirty eight
millions five hundred thousand dollars—nearly

!

been, and continue to be, to the dominions ol that
very power from which so rnuch is pretended to
be apprehended, " Now, it is well known that
these articles are of very great necessity and im-
portance to her, and whether even in the case of
actual war between our countries, Greal Britain
would capture them, might be guestionable. But
Ahat she would capture them, on the mere prepgra

tion, before and really hostile act was committed

on our part, i3 not'only unreasonable but abso-
lutely absurd to expect- ‘This very commerce,
which, by the passing of this bill you indicate, it
is her intention to prohibit or destroy, it is her ob-
vious and undeniable pclicy to unite and cherish :
besides, the arlicles are in"a very great proportion
perishable, which by this embargo are to be pro.
hibited from going to market. W hich is the best ?
To keep them at home; to a certain loss and pro-

ligations ’o the members of the committee of i+ -
eign relations, for their feelihg and patriotism 1n
resolving on that disclosure. Tt enahled vsy by

a measure which ought to precede war ; but itis|tions ; nor declare in complaisance to any, let avticipating-the mail, o give an opportuni'y for
very important that we should be prepared before [them be as respectable as they might, that he saw great masses of property to escape from the *uin

our cabinet was meditating for them, Yes, sir——
To escape into the jaws of the British lion, or of
the French tyger, which are places of refup, of
joy and delight, when compared with the « asp
and lung of this Hyena, embireo, = What v 5tle
efect of this information? When it reach- Phi-
Lidelphia, the whole mercantle «lass w5 o mo-
tion, and all that had it in their power wet: Hying
in all directions from the coming misch - i as i’
it were a plague and a pestilene€.  Lock :
maoment on the river below Alexand .2
seamen towing down their vessels, a; @
and tide, anxious only to escape o
whicll cestroys under the mask of pre ero.

"It is saidthat the emburgois ¢
the merchant. If this were the o
these pains and penalties ! Why the.e
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out penalty, You will then have cone your duty.
If they go and are captured, they have vowause
of complaint. But it is said, ¢ shell we feed cur
enemies 7" That question unravels the whole
plot. Ttis an embargo for coercion, and not fur
preparation, In reply, I say yes. Feed your
enemies. It they are in no danger of beimng ;edvic-
ed by famine, and if the article of food you do not
want, and it will perish without a market,

The gentlemen who advecate this bill seem to {
be much offended that some of us do not heicve
that it is tleir intention to declare war at the ¢nd
of the time limited. They treat the suggestion as
awefléttion on their personal veracity. I question
not either the sincerity or veracity of the gentles
men. who make these deglarations,  But-those
gentlemen must excuse me, it [ prefer to reason
concerning future events, rather from the nature
of things, than from the state of theiwr minds. I
make no suggestion concerning the intentions of
the gertlemen on this floor ; concerning the inten~
tions of our cabinet, and concetning the ability, in
relation to actual War, I shall not hesitate both to
make suggestions & urge reasonings. And I shel!
not deerh myself precluded [rom the use of my
understanding concerning the -result of measures,
hecause my calculations contradict any man’s de-
clared intentions. The public has little concern

can execule. . <

I then say, distinctly, T do not believe that this
embargo is a preparation for war ;but I dobelieve
that it is a refuge from the question of declaring
war. My reason tells me that waris not intended,
because of your want of preparation, and of your
neglect of it. If war were intended, would the men
at helm havé employed the five months in'a wey
so ulterly inefficient and inconsistent with such a

Mr. Macon was of the same opinion=he thought

.-

bable ruin, or advegture them abroad ro a possi

( Continued in fourth page. )

about what you intend. It masmuchirwhoryour———



