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Speech on the War queftion.
TEXTRACTS FROM MR, BAYARD'S SPRECH
i IN THE
SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
Ution his motion made. on the16th of June, to fosty
frone the further ﬁaidemn'on of the Bill declaring
wyr against G. Britain, 10 the 31s¢ of Qciober,
(comcLunen.)
{ Can it be expected that a cation which depends

yield a principle threatening the de=struction of its
maritime power?  No war, of agy duration, or
however disastrous, will ever extort this conces.
sion—she may as well fall with arms ia her hands
&s to seal quietly the bond of herruin.

He did nop know that our government had ev.

he abyses committed in the exercise of thc'r:g’le.

was g practice frequently attended with vid-
lence, ipsa't and grossinjustice.  Americans wéke
often fghm disign or mistake siczed as British sub-
jects, gnd we have abundant evidence of the fact,

: ative seamen have been forced | ;
ey goy cfiour palee seais b %8 aid of France. - We are gbout to assist a go-

inoBlfiish service, He bad always upderstood,’
howelllr, that such acts were not justified by thay
‘Britif government. The 'chief embarrassment
aroidilom the difficulty of distinguishing-the sail-
ors ¢ two countries. But he had na doubt
‘thatd® and all other difficulties on the subjegt!

miglile vanquished witbout having recourse P:
wurdl 1

dispuie as to paper blockades, was forthe
preflit, merged in the orders in council. Those
were now to be considered as comnprehend-
whole cause of war, , S
subject deserves to be viewed jn every
I'ne orders in council were not a:ithi.-. time,

th, supported upon their origwal grount

: minli)si::r. Mr. Qannin%l-lmd‘public!y apd

flldly confessed the fact. ey were adaptéd
fgsurcs of retaliation, though they neverde.
that character. He had always considered
din &and Milan decrees used as a mere pre.
Those decrees were vain and empty denun.

in veiation to Enpland. The plain design
ritish government was to deprive Frauce
‘sBhenefits of external commerce, unless the
its of it were divided with herself. This was
y prawved by the licepce trade.  Britain carries
s #h= very ttade she denies toneutrals, and hav-
g engrossed the whole to herself, she exclydes
trals from participation. NoO man was more

‘belligerents.
abandonment of thep¥

Qur complaints Were of ¢y &
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emperor, ift&ul ‘of fornishing this eyidence; s
giving daily proofs, to. oty sorrow and loss,, that
the decregs are in farce’and operation.,
I am
Mr. B. who would justify or defend the ordgrs in
council.  They violate the plainecst rights of the|
nation, The ground of retaliation wasnever more
than 4 pretext, and their plain objects to  deprive
Frange of geutrd] trade, Tt neVYel was contended,
nor does Britain now contend, that she would be
justificd by the Jaws or usages of nations to inter-
dict our conmierte With her enemy.—-Shs covers
her injustice with the cloak of retaliation,. and in.
sists that shé has aright to retort upogher enemy’
the evils of his own policy. - This is a doctrine to
which I am not disposed to agree. Tt is destruct.
fon to neutralu==]t makes them the prey of the
Itis & doetsine which, we must re.
aty beil the time and  resiatance enght
datsrrminvi Dp-4 vicw Gl ops B nter
Bécause we are injgred we certgindy &re not
ind to make wary before it is for ourqwn bene.
fif There is one éffect of this war which gentle.
¢nrought to take into view, and which; to him,
s & source of grief and hdmiliation.  Tnanaking
rupen England, we bring the forcgof the nation

K]

riiment from whom we have suffefed for years
gest the most humiliating insults and the most &t.
wocious wrongs, Weare about to make acom-
mon cause with a man who hates us for our lan
guage and despises us for our government, and
who would to morrow if he had the means, with-
out secking a pretence, add us to the list of his
conguered provinces. This connexign should not
be hastily formed. To other nations it has been
the forerunner of subjugation and ruin.  Let us
take time to consider the consequences of a step
upon which the destiny of a nation depends We
may profit by delay but can- gdin nothing by pre-
cipitancy. The war will net hastily remove the
orders incouncil. Itisthe pringiple of the orders,
rather than their_effect; of which we complain,
The irade to France, which they interdict, 1s of
litle consequence to the country. Its annual a-

mount is less than three millions of dollars, and|

y u find it onerated with duties so exgessive, and
resiricted to such articles of exchange, thatéven

the last mén in the Senate, said

- A - . '-.“W- 3
. 1ad greet weichtin the kingdom, and & pair of scales haw a0l Jois 20 do. Ana i€
especially . , i /g ap umpulse and diection to you suppose Me,withdhe hotpof theie, capanle
‘popular o ¢ u. Let us wait the cperation of of overturning a <lecision which e eruy of tyone
these dor- | causes. A iule patience, and!ty comgoerficl -cities goi-g i Aicay wod the wo
triomph ;. po searia 10 95 by the peop'= of nited voice of all the wise anehfagostden of this
"England Aves wi hout bluodsled. 1 helnaﬁ?‘"”nﬂn uot been able w <* % -or seatced
minister L« 2" ady receided ong tep.  He hel o mudify, 1 can only wish, #ud the with Jue
suffered, 'h "™ :rs to 3o to a mnnm. It hope; that you may not he 81 2pjoinia "
would be ¢iTent, against the s'rong ent of|  Thif lctter was written “fef “he uéfeo Mea.
sentiment wiy % prevailed, for himig recover his, Grenger which gave the ass« . o2 of u gormlc-
former grooy : “.J rreaty afld owly threg €1 V1 the Paste
At the say -unie, if we cast our eyes oy "ot 1s loradd on the letter < Litk il ed (L de
continentof L] »n ', w ° see fﬁl’lﬂ'y thing & | > +of the Horpel to bt .+ PP sed (b
motion. At funvaralleled pociheie o ag i tie 2w (his countey,  TUGIO Lo gNOST W0 i
the field. ) sis of vast megu e . xi ed;, 'C acPount for the cout:vaiction |
which migh!§ ~inet iughe subject. b L1, Poete might be sntile C¥
tope to the 4 o of ¢ adbarte. TF hdve ¢ &ven wilting prosey whist

emperor ¢ i ‘f! hwold avoid—t 3w 1 of the war' ). buy 1t weatig o
-

tamely 1 Lk g 0o Gy b -,‘._itx".‘t‘&l‘uf Mr. aeriove,
rersaryy ' Lomse!'l of Libe an i
all Earepe @ ™ Nn :

be sensibly felt by that poweryand to great Dew

i Sutsitgton of the oify o o MSe @
Uan. trade, could noe ] W Wik B Vaa it ad L
ducements upon 'vep past, to cultivate fricndshi
and peace with the U, Slates., -

body had.
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in. fassigned 1u the Jetyer, Ly 8 KRty 7

pieial arfangement with Fraoce, - He weild rejuot
, T in the l"{?{“'g! of the Jeéter, d'._thc,;;ljicu,of o

At the same timp geotlernen would call to mind jcommercial cities goinq to decay, 8nd Whe unied
the unsettled state of 3ifairs between this_country | Yoice of all the wise aad honest tun of the natj
and France. The grnciple of partial and equal shad not been able to, shake or scagcely tp modity
conduct as to the bligerents was avowed by all, | the anti-commercial sysiem of Napoleoi, what was
and iie had as yet md witis n6 one who hesitated ito be expected from the negoeiatiop bf an Amzr-
to declare, that if Fiince refused' redress for the rican minister 2. For his part, hge®pected uolhing

wrongs she iad dont that the same gourse ought
to be taken in relatipn to her as to England. ll‘
was alleged that negiciation was still pending be-
tween the United Stites and. France, and at pre.
sent we were bound s sbstain from acts of hostili- |
ty as to her. This doubtful state of affairs as to
that power was a string reason for dejay, A few,
months will necessaiily realize or disappoint the
expectations which pre entertained.  Itcould net
be the int-ntion of'Sentlemen to propitiate the

war with England.. [This would be purchasing his
friendship at the expense of our honor, asweil as
ot our blood and lreture. Before we break with
England, we cughtfo know upon what terms we
stand With France. | If France will concede noth.
ing, in order to indfce us to “enter into .the war,
what are we to expé:t when she is no longer ask

if enjoyed in safety, it would be productive of lit-
tle profit to individuals or to the nation. If; how-
gver, you declare war at this time, you lose the
trade to Great Britain and her dependencies’ e-
qual t6 thirty five millions a year, without gaining
the paltty trade with Frances The laws of war
will operate still more extensively than the orders

¥ < “shan himself to reprobate the wrong o 1d

fiphdy o _\.‘.-. v,

& el b 1y \ﬂrp ~ent o -
’ v ., el
belves, Gnd thofh

ji'suficetion, yet our government in their condust
bad admitted that the decrees placed us upcn the
#:me footing as to France, as the orders did asto
Eng'and, and required equal meadures to both nia
Luns, ;

Qur government had been pleased to say what
he did not think at this time aryy man in the nation
believed besides themselves. They had been pleas.
ed to say the decrees are repealed. :

This i8 a fact, and assested without any proof.
The decrees could oply be repealed _By the same
power and in the same manner in which they were
enactedd They proceeded from the sovereign pow-
er of France and became the laws of the empire.
The same power in the solemn form. of a law
could alone revoke them.. We possess the de-
creesin all the forms of law, but have we ever sren,
has the government any reason to believe that the
decree in the form of a law has bef.n passed to
repeal them ! The promise ofa sovereign to repeal
a law does not aonul it, .

his :ﬁnister to its being repealed have that effect.
Every sovereign power prescribes to itself a form
in which its sovereign will shall be known, wiien
it is to constitute a law of the land.
" The decreesteach us what this form is in France,
ard we hate noground to believe that the ¥urces
re repealedy till we see an act of the sovereigr in
the same form in which they are found. Such is
the coirse among ourselves. A Jaw is repealed
by a Yaw-passed ‘in the saméform. It isthe pract-
ice of every nation in Europe, and of every civili-
zed nation on the earth. But even the propuse
to repeal was only conditiomal, and it has‘:};ver
been announced to us that the emperor considred
the condition complied with on our part byl pro
hibiting  the importation of British p:fof!\we and
Wanalactures, Infuct, dai!y'acc..mm:;;;‘e Y
ed of seiztires made on the Ermcxplq_s of those de.
crees ; and, toaffirm that the decreés are re?eal.
ed, was only to add perfidy to the atrocity o the
conduct of the French who do not hesitate to phm-
der, burn and destroy our property on‘the hngh
seas, even after abandonitg the pretence with
which at first they are respectful enough to atiempt

t: 4 over:their vivlences : !
Nothin be more evident than the policy
Yo o s r any thing more mMor.

of the French emperor, nor 4 .
tifying than the cuccess Which has attended  his

eoline. e hascontrived to satisly our govern.
irlzﬂi:‘;‘at hfeI tias repeated his decrees, whmf to
the cyes of the rest of the world they appca{: to
be in force. By these megush he.as o?ge: our
ports to the, public and-private ships of Franee,
and shut them agaifis: those of Great B]'l!izn- He
denies the evidence of the mp_ea‘l of his | eu:cs,
which he well lnows, f furnished to us, would
iramediately remove the orders in council ar 1 fa-
cilitate the gettiement clrf _m:ir t;:;‘[!:.;r:ahn:?: :I:::“}_f‘g;
Jand.—Britain has declared, ‘ men, evi-

' : apeal of the decrees, the
Al e mi;:ogocm be annulled, Tae

-

nor would a reference of

J

\the emperor of  France, we shall enjoy little com-
lsaeres with his ddminin;: As 1 .
. S VTR s kL 3
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ent state of affairs.  Some gentlemen considere

to defend its honor, nor 'tan its interest be well
you acquire by

their glory and their succe$ re nearly allied. A
vanquished nation gains nb bonor, however just,
its cause may be  You hawe certainly no force
prepared to enter Canada. Your army is still to be
formed. It is to be found & paper but not in the
field. With militia, no_invision of“a foreign ter-
ritory can be contemplated.§ They are not bound
to pass yobr frontiers, and d§irous they cannot be
to shed their blood, in ordef'o add by conquest
to the unwieldy territories ofthe U, Btates. Isit
on the ocean that we have tofok for laurels, with
twenty ships opposed to a t'ksand ? The most
desperate coyrage cannot cdfmand success a.
gainst such fearful odds. T Joss of qur navy
and i our commerce, must
of the war upon the ocean—
our gentlemen are so impatien
There was reason to believe
feel the war only through its
‘At _this moment especially, sh
our produce as welfas our mar
go and non.importaiion, which
were uncoubtedly felte The o
was their’ reaction upon oursel The great
question was, whether we did not Rlict upon our.
sclves a deeper wound than upon Per’adversary,
If such were the case. it was a stifnire mode of
retaliatinz, But if this be the &dfe of the war,
which is to wound the enemy~—ha not better
retain our present condition ! The Yar is not ne-
cessary to execule the restrictive sygtm ; and if
restriction be the chief effect of warf L. a we nu
better bear with the evils of this systm, than in.
volve ourselves at the same time in g alamities
of war ? - -
M. B. said his motion was recommeRded by the
|strong consideration, that by postponig the de-
claration of war we could lose nothu)_ and cer
tainly would gain a great deal, Hostililes would

is l'his the hon-

10 need of
The embar-
ied her both,

the consequences !

ing our 2id, but we jre standing in need of her as-
isis!anccg lo carry g1 the contest. [In vain then

will you ask for redress, and indemnity for seiz-
Let us wait and see what|.

tures ai- 1 spoliatioir.
ishe will do before we throw ourselves intoher scale
|==afterwards it will be too late. ~

The, Wasp will 1etutn before Nov. and what is|
in council ; and though no doubt we shall gratify|now deubtful with spme, will then be certain with|

lall,  Sogne geatlemen were looking [or the return

ot this ypssel cach succeeding dry.  But for his

T e

(etory of the Horuetl, to expect tosee the

it the honor of the nation called for immediate) vwwsp w1 some months afier the time panounced
hostilities. It is admitted that a country is bound for her uivel,
Igavc o
seperated from its honors But what honor can|with a j psage of twenty days she did not arrive
going to Wir in your present un- | for threg
prepared and feeble State. ¢4n respect to natiovs, ! very cé:k which will detain the Wasp, waiting

In February the government
t{hat the Hornet was daily expected, and
months after, She was detained by the
for a treily.  If she waits for a treaty, which is
to indein afy us fgf the losses sustained under the
piunderitg decrees of Rambouillet, which some
gendensta flatter themselves with the expectation
of being granted Ly Imperial justice, it is much
tobe duuded che will never visit the. Americen
shores. Do you expect that Bonaparte will re-
store thy{ booly which he has seized ! As well
might you expect that the grave would surrender
its prey.

If; as ‘yas said, indemnity for spolistions, was
to be the basis of amicable relations with France,
sure he 7 s, that we necd . notwait for the intel-
Lhgence tie Wasp. might bring. O, il you ex-

ty to yout commerce, by cpening the ports of
France to your trade, itis a delusion, which time

- will desipate and under which awe ought pot 1o

act. » Ie knew the sourpe of tif dclusion. Tt
grew ‘oat « fthe letter of Mr. Barlow, ourminister
in Franice, to Mt, Gravger, the Post master gene.
ral, Thw letter, he undersiond, was dated gbout

stion to them [the 16ta o February, with an indorsement of the

3d of Mach.  Mr. Barlow.expresged the expee.
wtion of forming a commeraisl treaty with the
French government and the Hoinet was detained
for ‘the purpose of carrving ity Il believed the
country s most grossly deceived ang imposed
upon by t=is lettervf Mr. Bartow. That gentle.
man n ver entertained the opinion whith the let
% He knew and was entirely satis.
viann he wroce dhe redery, Mata

(e €¥ i,
‘Bed & (e 2 |
Mty 44, ch was toropen the ports of Frangetdf
the trade o phis country was ::npr:clir_:-:.h!c. Mr.
B. s2id, be spoke not on the ground of presump.
ton, nor of any slight evidence.—-He had-seen a
Hetter of Mr. Batlow to T1r. Latyobe, of which he.
held an extract in his hand, which was dared on
the 29th nl February, w!;ichir;- very eloguent terms

be suspended during the present yean'In the
mean time, you will be ’cmploltm_i in 1dlsin e and
disciplining your army and providing U8 muni-
tions of war—-yotir vessels, property and Stamen
may be brought home, and you .have the chince
of propiluous events whicth may interposes —
Eng!and at this moment is in a convulséd gnq

rection, have happened in different _patts of the
kingdom,—The present ministry hold their plg.
ces by a very precarious tenure. The real dispo.
sition and intentions ofthe Priace Kegent arenog;

distracted state. Tupults, little short ofingye. |

and on the strongest grounds expiessed an opini-
an, that no commetcial arrangenicnt would be en-
tered into by the Erench government. He would
read the extract to the Senate.. Mr+ B, here rpad
the: following extract of a letter from Mr. Ear
low to V.5 Latrobe;-dated-the 25th of-February
1812, ,

« The expectation of yourself and my other
friends on my doings here are too high I fear to
berealized. Mtis very diflicult to produce a change
in.a systcm corabined witl 50 many circumstances
of yengrance and other strong passions arrayed

emperce, yad 10 seqire a treaty by means of 2,

[ | I PG ol 1o
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pecta cuamercial trcaty, which s to give activi. |

[veGarded, will they long ¢

but fuse promises and Jelestie hopes.

. Can expect that Napoleon wil] relax his an-
ti.commercial system in favour of yourcommerce;
when you see him bringing into the ficld five hune
dred thousand . men. and ready to hazard the im-
perial crown, in order to.compel Russia (o adopt
and enforce the same sysem ! To wdulge the
expectalioh Was 10 muke Olrvelved the sporl of the
most visionary hgpey. The Wasp would bring us
duplicates .of the despatehes which had been re.
ceived by the Hornet, and protracted hope would
at last sink in despair.  H? thought, however, thet

iiose gentlemen who stll kept cxpectution ahvey,
that France would do us justice and grant us com -
mercial favars, under the weight of douli, which
must depress their hopes. eught to wait for the ul-
timate intelligence, which ‘was to determine ous
relations with France and shew us mere clearly
the course which vur interest or cur honour re-
quired that we should take in ‘velation 1o Greag-

Britain. : i i
Siry said Mr. B, before I set down, I will call
the attention of the Seuate to another ground for
postpongment, which ¢can never safely be overfock-
ed nor neglegied in a governmens like that of the
United Siates. This waris not to be suppoited be
‘the men only who declave it ; its weighc will fuil
-uponthe great body of the people, and they are 19
sustain ii? pressure.  Cdn vou mnaintain the waj

+# i . L) > T
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public seatiment is not at“yresent “knowa on ¢
suliject. The people have nyver yet believed us s¢

Tious in ouriutention of moking war agamst Greac
Britain, Let us waid u!l ve can have a full an.
distinct expression of ticiz opinian. Are you a-
fraid that opinion is against war 1 and if 5o, ave
you haidy enough w muke wer ! Do you forget
your origin, that you are creatures of thie peaple’s
favor ? That it is their power which youn are exer-
cising, and that you have np streagth of your oni,l
fie must be litde instrucied in (ke naire of hisios
vy of our governmeny, who supposes that a wircio
be long supported azainai the will of the peaple.
| The constituticn makes the generdd will, the Losis
of the government. TJet will upon all ogcasions
must be consulied, ar. must be obeyed. You muy
commence the war against the will of the pecp!le,
but how long can ypu encrcisé the powers of yo-
vernment against their wil?  Hoknew well tit
!sumc geoilemen caleulated much fromthe war 5 L.
jrite ‘I'bat war spirit, wus at most but the ebelo.
jtion of the passions ; siwstlived in it nature o
are all the passions.

Taxes and peivations will scon extinguish it
and you will have to sstie your account with ane.
tion In their sober senses.  Lf unfortunately, the
spirit of the war shouid jr Time the party passion:
to madvess, and the people should be willing to sa-
crifice their country to slipport a paity, then ‘a-
|deed might Ministers catulate upon holding iheir
powers  But can, we foresce the, tonsequepces of
thus influming thefiiricus passions ofa whoig pro-
'ple 7 Have youa saving power in the constitu:icn,
which shall-bring us-our cfthe mad struggle, « ;
entire pation £ Qur constiution was designed | 1
peace and prsteciion, but not fur uffensive war 1 €
;gr‘cazvmm w::s‘ 19 preservg fmong ourselves 1.
[principles of civil and puid=d hberip, )
miously in muany cases, hewa & abuscs ob.bubi g
lauthority been griardad agaest, that the saiuury
exercise of power hat been denicds Againsta .
‘cign pewer, with a uniied people, iLrozy net o
{deficient in enerpry ;. but diyided amof g ourselioy
;it is without force. It pussesses 1o saving prie
\ple if the Nootk became arrayed againg toe Souh,
{And if the course of thirgs should cad '
\conflict, we should have icle only the reca coiyn
Jol' having lived gndgp g cvamon. govei WA
‘What is there to insure 3 =g
event § I the northern stal=s 0
teigsts Lo be sasrificed,
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Lhiss sefering,
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| has not power to confroni it f.:; "|: iy &
the goverpment onve spessasiuliy vesisizd, dtas ai
terwards despised and g s s an end gi the wpi-
stitution and of the wion. Veith any nation, ulony
time, war is 8. heTergn s exporiment with ave Las

distincily known—The Prince may be forced i
yield to the popular sentiment. We had lately
seeri tMe cotpcration of Lond come forward 'Pés
an address sgainst the orders in council, 18

against en encmy, as is the anticommercial sy -]
'\em of Napoleon. Argument and cloduence have
butditt'e power in the case. 'Ih.a_t o'd fashioned
hjoddczsj whoin trtisia represent with banded eyes

Vernments InDéace, we faveexperenced: 3!
sinzs, Wahave secn ovrszives under ity one ol the
st happy: and Osivis je gun  Eorth

Greatly is it lobe-di2as & fruid
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