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. ADDRESS “
the cominittes of the city of New !‘u‘l'. m:rﬂ:,g\ri
wnder the aiithoricy of Te Qenicrst T 12e ot
arrgspoudente of (e State of New Work, in suft
gort of the siomnasion of the Hon, D¢ Wite Clin'

¢ the Presidency of the United Syalew, s the

#

ony
ensuing electian,
T0 THE PEO?-.LE OF -Tﬂk
FRLLQW CITIZTENS;
THE most im
Unihiﬁ!?‘ﬁ“"
' 8! = ) _
:13 in’f;lam in ‘e choite of that Migh pﬁcér,
gnd an undeniable right 1o’ I’; N8 reflections on
that subject respectfully; but with freedom, before.
the community, of which-he is a member. On
ghat broad basis we might pethapa justify this ad.
dressy and trust 10 the correctness of the princi-
les we maintain, for vindicatlon with our country-
men ; but we sire ifduced to present ourselves be-
jore you by wnether, and weé think & sufficient con.
‘gideration- bt - : A
The state of* Pﬁl‘fm‘k has, by an open nomina-
tion of & candidete for the presidency, cmerc:'i its
formal procest agRinat (e praciice of congression-
gl pominatiocs.  Cot vinced as we are of the supe-
rior worth and¥alcnts of Mr, Clinton, we are also|
impeled by the sincer.st respec* | .
wastitution ; by our disire to preserve the sove-|
gty of the states, as gua'r'amf_'e‘d aﬂs’l'miff'kl‘d
out by that isstrument ; by o regrdrd to the righfs |
of the people, and to the freedom of el-ctior; to
maintain her in the stand she has taken. .
The Getersd Commuitee of Correspondence ¢n
the part of the staie, have appointed us a select
sommitice 16 explain and vindicate the grounds on
which the nomination has beén made, and to ald|
in cacrying it into effect, We have accepted the
trust, and shull pleform it at least with fidelity
The fear of criticism and cgnwure shail not over-
pwe the Sens.: of duty, 0o silence the strong con
sctionsof our jadgment. Our interests and obli
fujons, whether as citizens of thig state orof this
walederation, have, ve know, a reciprocal reldtion,, |
©d we cannol be true to the one, without difigent ¢
ly discharging” the other.” y _
Nevertheless we féel much constraint angd-cm |
Mareassinent in thus appeating before the Amen |
@n pation ; We are sensible of the delicaty of th. |
undevtaking. st enter upon it with difir'ence and
golicitade. While most anxious to avoid h['{mt‘.[
and to ebtain consideration only threugh the pu-
Yty of our mouves, and the soundness of our op.-
picns, we anticipate harsh dnimadversions: we!l
shall be hels up to the scrupulous as ra.t. &nd to]
the formal as innovators : our-_appeal to your tii.
bunal will be stigmatized ag presumptuous . our
gincere persuasions oft subjeéts of national concern
will be imputed to uoWorthy motives; wil} be
treated with levity by some, and oppoded with dit-
ferness by many. iy | -
eare, however, convinced that those will be
foudest in their inveetives, whose interests are en
gaged, or whose prejudices have been enlisted a-
ghinst the cause we espouse, and in faver of the
doct¥ines wé' conceive it our duty to dispute I—
Poes the Musselmen, who venerates the Koran,
@ Bowa before the creseent; abide-the gerutiny-of
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gportant interests of the
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right 10, glest. Surely nang'ol thoae persons, 'whose

interfere in the elect
fe by states. The constic/
s¢. maintaining the grinci-

¥ the

ple, that gk 'E‘tra}e_ is tg be. chodtw
states, in their Ssparsfe spvereign. capacitics. »»
CAIcis plafeeilys wanifesiythercioey that those

whg,gql 5 3 093l caucas afe; éxcept
in one event, andithallil 1he lest exteemity, edi.
cluded by the expresd worts of the constitution.

rerr intermeddling ip the elecioh of & president.
' ':‘Ev:qal,tempt then j9" the first instance, to no
pinate the candidate for that office,” be caosivent
kvgpi{it 1, Whep shouldMbmenute ! @ Some
"Whe states which erjoy the goiistitutionzly

interferenee is cautiously ‘prohibited as teeming
with danger, and who are thereflore made subject
to an incapacity iraposed upon pe other citizen :
urid yet, these pishibited and disqualified chatac-
ters, are to stand forth and designute the president
with-an suthority so conclysive, that to differ from
them, and exercise an ind=pendent tizht, agreen-
bly to the Jetter and spitit of the constitution. is,
stigmatized as nothing shost of political hereey !

The very power possissed by congress of sclect |
ing amung the diffzrent candidat:s, where a choice
has failed theough a division of the €lectoral voies.

though it may bel and we belitve has been the mo (will remaivin the by ick ground,* but in‘fact pramul. ;':'Jut the practical merchants and farmt}‘s are prone,
tive end gronnd work of con;;t‘nsinnal nomina- gale the nomiation of their own pecpiit patron |in every codntry, ‘to regard &ach 'nﬁhe‘r as rifﬁ
d furness, toYe 2n in ‘amd protecier, e perpetuste the sy~2ession, if not | nor will either party ever padently £ubmit 1o
for e fedeval lsuperable bar agaiost them.  The bius of that e lin the surae family, at least s e samedypasty '/long and exclusively governed by tﬂe OLher, of
! e far the germ of these evils is already ob.. :

jection, The connection between a nominalinn szivable, we do not wich to inquire ; but rather  popiiation and resources of this state place i In
iginated throvch members of congrass, and La'proceed to indicare another dangér which would |the first rank, while ifs Jocal situation mdukes is
eventual choics by them conformabip therced, is grosw ont of this chanze of 2vsiem, ard become One of the fit depositgries of power, ntil g disx

1 trast and suspicions alluded 1o’ shaltfave st

tion, ought, in all delicazy an

]
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mination is certain of influencini the resui of that|

nvious, and huas we fuar, been Lumr:n“,:urcd. But!
18 1t gonsistent with‘the spirit of the constitution,!
or the principles of jusuce, yhat ¢hose should de-!
cide in the last apneal, whe Lad mude themseives!
puitizans in the first v ueit, and had committed
themselves by previous engageinents?

We are awure of the disfinc'ion tukén by the
members of congrress  Wien making those pe-
mumaions, ey affec: . act 1nthe capacity only
of priv_ie etizens. Ly sythle that the good
e f the commi vl v can be deceved by such
L Gnultyw arifoe ? wuud faith they mean to
LAV as Piivate 2. iy et them doso i their

ctacctive stete:, oo i the right of eleation,
mr the covene % ! nomination belong.
Fhore, if ooy wirers o ol e wonlddbe cor-
recity eder e W viry seat of govern- )|
men . o Laardden ground. that alinost all the dis-

&:

qualified pewas in the unin: *honid assemble,
designate a presidonmisl cand e, stems to us
something like an i+'sccan infricgement of the
rights of the s tes. and an dpen eonterpt of the'

provisions of the constitutions  If the members of

point out to the president and senate, a foreign am-
bassador or a jud;ze, would it nnt be considered as
monstrous arrogance ! How, then, are we to cha.
racterize the act of the same men, and of the se.
uate, who, tiotwithstanding their personal disabili
ties, presume to nominate to the respective states,
the officer whom thev are reguired to choode ? —
Suppose the two hotises, by a coicurtent vesolus
tion, recommended a candidate for the chicf nra.
gistracy, who weuld hesitate to sy it was a viola-
uon of the constitution 2 1f then, such an aa' by

l

them in the Torenoen, would be a violation, is not’

the understanding, or weigh the lorce of argument | the very same act, by the very same men in the

vhen, Re reviles the Chridtian iofidel that rejects
the Mahdmetan faith ? .

Free citizens of ‘America, be not deceived by

afternoon, at least an evasion of the constiiution i
i Are not the mischiels to which we have already al
luded, and those we are about te suggest, as like-

isatars ‘of & reewlar caucrs Aominartin £ Mark the
[dangcr at Teast, that on someé [uure occasions;

|wo k upon the wesknesses, '!1;';{ pe

lserved i spivit s well as leter,
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T hority of the Jindividual states ; and we are con- owe bis elevation and continuaylerin offic€ o a allude to jealousies; the exigtence o‘f_whi&@it' e
‘frmed in that opinioa by obsefing %t where the juntd of congress.men, and not te the nition. A vain 10 deiry, however deéply they iy be latl
i Lo the hguse of repnuﬁil exare, from sowgreign right of the states would be absorbed in Fed, bs gradually undérmining e habitnal ;
s ‘ ARG i ion, congressitnal influence) or sacrificed to executive | inent oﬂ}{nﬁ’ nfe: :
’ - .

patrenage ; and an inestimable gontroul;
by the vonsticuvion over the measires of v

al government would, be made 'lo'depend up-

on itself, and upon it skill in gfnef'atingi: éﬂ;al
divonzh intrigue, ahd Imelgoing Larough dicatial,.
?;' the heads of depprtments, with their elevks
and the other persons holding-offices of trasy and

iprofit under the Unjted States; wers to assemblé

muy Fndtﬂ"ilﬂ‘ M”ﬁ-\ 'b" t]l‘t ﬁ‘pt-.u‘_ ~at
Was Wington, and momrinate 4 presivdemial candi |

date, woukt you hot be dispustéd dat shockeft? |
and yet do you believe that they ard: pagsive spéo:

men whoseistition and starkling, Aay, whose very
bicad may depend upon thé eontmyance of the
same udministration, will cu!ﬁnﬂﬂ‘_npport_u'ni-
ties of privare fiend<hip, of oficiaY interconrse,

of fawiliar hospitality, of public fMatvificence ;|

the heants,
_ . 13ps taniper|
with the purity of your rgpresentatives, colletted

will laboire the understandings, cﬁgﬁﬁé

El'mriﬂc!.l*
e iedér-|

al administration, and vested in the states; wonld |
be thus defeated and destroyed.  Butin tyth, the |

(1o be arrayed acaise! dach other,

lor our confedehgion. . We willgh
wminlﬁ, thelJusiice 3 it-ls un. * 5%
Oeceesary ; t 10 render them dangerous tooil 0
Pprosperity, it is not essential. hat tﬁ} should b’l e
well founded ; Tt is sulticient {f they exiat., They . 3
will in that case equaly sanislédn the heart, bias

atgin from i

the anderttanding, and a the affécting of 3
whoever fecls them.  To What are ‘(hpy chisfh .4
owing? _Why is ’ﬂ'gj’w ﬁﬁutﬂfe ﬂha [T N
the Ewstern states, while no_one.talis. .

Carolipid or Pénnwy

Avposed fo fiy Hat' #Y by ¢ _
thase jealbive Virginia | fubhck,
besy interests of the pnioh &quif&'thﬁﬂ cy. st

be sllayed ; but we Weg€ogvinced ey never wi
céade, while the cause or prétet fof then) remaingy.
Vigﬁﬁid‘h‘crsclf, as she gnﬁ%{: federation,
should abdicate &' situation,” wHTER she canfiof'rer -
taim withoot wounding the feelhigy of her jh'.aa: -
stcs, and weakenicg theit aitachment Br our uh.
Another evil, has resulted from the firdusdi;.‘ e
continuance of power in U sime quarters  The
agricultural and commyestial states are _IW;-.::‘:'n%
and to feel ps il

s -

¢

|

as they wiil be in the ¥ory [ocus of executive in-
fluence 5 and having ™ade them G ting instrument$,

daily more tmminemt from the increasing import
ance of this conntry. - As ver, we hape, no foreign

\

power has attempted to inflience the elections of |
The thing is impossible, so!

our chief magistrdte,
lonig as the provisions of the coustitaiion are ob.
While the
elioice of that officer is in truth made by the states
no foreign agents can approach them or bias their
suffiapes 3 uod thys g calamity thit has harrassed
Polond, Venice. Cencd. the Papal See, and almos!
everv other people having an elecive executive
is cfiectually guard=d against, Dyt as we rise io

the scaleof nations, should we concenter the resl

electors (ot at least those whose nomination is to
be recejved as the first regul e step todn election)
in the one place, and that too the residence of tor
cign ministers, whose diplomatic office it ofien is
to concilisle and eorrupt, can we b: <o f,0lish as
to suppoce, that the opportunity would be neglect-
ed by them of obtaining a held in our council, atd
a contioul over our government ?

These are our convictions respecting the uncon
stitutionality and dangers of congressional nomi

the house uf representatives were (o assemble and naions.  Were we not restrained by respect for

manv of the individuals concerned in theny w.
would expatiateggn them as a public offence ; and
did we not hope that generasl rteprobation wouly
hehcelorvard abolish their vsey we should uvrge
their prohibition by Mw. Very different indeed
is the nomination by individual states.  Though
not 1 joined by the corstillion, it is perfectly con
sistent with its principles, and can never producc
any irconvenicnce but the namber of candidates ;
which would at Jeast be accompan ed with-the ad
vantugte of affording a greater opportunity for ju
dicious sefeetion.— The inconvenlence, hawever,
ia merely imaginary, and would never have prac.
tical existences  Mutval furbedrance, reciprocal
intercourse, and good understunding, would be es.
tablihed by the common intérest. Circumstances

such g8, wrappiog themszlves up io the mantle ol ly to result from their vate in cancus, as from their would almost always decide which state should

infallibility, disddin to enquire after truth by the

frotmyinvestig

i examine dational (uestions fir
yourselves s’ decide tpon them according to the
tounsel of your own unbiassed judgments,

' Wa have said that the state of New York has
totered its protest against congressional nomina-
tions, In#loing 8oy it has acted wisely. The no.
mination of a candidate for the presidericy of the
United States, by an_associajion of members cf
congress, convened at the scat of governmeiit, is
hostile* to the spirit of the federal constitution,
$angersusto the rights of the people,and to the
freedom of election. i

Wiever eXamines that'®onstitution with atten-
flon, will perceive that the elettian of the presi.

dent 1s intended to be made, not by the people of

the Unitéd States, in the sense in which they may
be said to-choose the members bf the house of re-
Presentatives ; but by the states compasing the u-
Rion, in their sovereign capacities, euch state vot-
Ing in tite ratip of its populatior.

The unbiassed exefcise of this invalpable right
of state' soversignty, Has been gumded in thatin.
strument with jealous care. @ No sihator or re
Piesentative, or person holding an offick of st or
profit under the United States, shall be appointed
Wh elector.””  Even a stale, in delegating its own
mvereign right, is restrained- from confiling its
Power th any person connected witlh the gongress
or the peneral government,

‘ermit us now to ask, id this pointed exclusion
of Uik individuals composing congress, or interest
&l in the gencnf | '
in the electionl of president, merely contemplare
- th avsiding of cotrupt influence 2  Even if that
- —"ftr& s only object, no evasion of it ghould be

Crated ; bt we belieyé it Turthier anid more par
ot maidtdipiog the, rights. mul o
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government, {rom participsting

Vi ofcs,  The chicf magasrae

‘vote in congress ! Indeed, of two evils, let us

responsibility. . _ 5
If v&: are not muzh mistaken, we have demon.

strated that a nomination to the presidency, by

tution § we shall now vindicate that instrument, by
!sage. will also he dangerous to the richts of the
people, and to the purity and freedom of election.
“_It it shall grow into usage;” and has it not al-
rzady grown into vsage 2 Is it not engrafting it.

after the manner of all other successful usurpa-
tions? Even now, 2equiescénce in the regular
nomination at Washington, is considered by many
as the touchstone of republicanism. The individu.

l

lindependent choice, are denounced a# schismatics
ianf.l fuctiontists ; and if slready an innovation so re.
centy amdd so Hagrant, be called the regular noming-
tion, what will be its influence, shotild time and re-
|p'r:litinn give it additional $anction ¢ Let the en.
{ troachments of constituted authorities, upon every
{ree government that has been undermined, fur-
nish the answer. Should the practice become in-
veterate, we do not hestitate 1o say; that to pro
muliuie a nomination will be to tecree the elec-
doti.” The cMgress will appoint the president, and
the constituucnal electors ‘
register its edicts, T
Wotild this change in our system prodice he-
neficial results 7 Atbest It would endanger the in-
dependence « £ he executive, by giving to congress
an influtnce over the pieasures of government,
never cohtem lated By the constitation, and calcu-

{lsted o @iminish the resprnsibility o
y for his o

L

the peopl€’s only sccury
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members of congress, is repugnant to the consii- !

nommate.. ‘The acknowledged celebrity or worth

sober light of reason, or to learn widdom in the choose the least. If they are to intetfere, let them of some prominent character; the propensity to
#chool of ekperignee 3 distrust those who shrinkdo it in such a way, asthai their conduct may be | rotation ; ‘the iniportance of somg members 6f the : _

Lion, because it is their interest to fairly cognizable by their congrituents.; I they confedepation, and other similar considerations, |ficulties, end whese yvalor and wisdoth, e minently
:'naimain prevafling tenets, and to continue exists must act, at leust let them act under their official would combine to indicate the state fiom which
ng practices e

the chief _ma;,:islralt', for a term, should Be taken.
I{ any on€ among them should be perpetually vrg
ing pretentions and (Taiming supertority, or should
seek to relain to itseli a monopoly of honors or
power, the spirit of independence, equality, and

shewing that the measure, il it shall grow into u- ! participation n the other states, would check its

‘pretensions and teath it moderation.
The «late of New-York has now)
time, -puit forward itsclaim ; and examire, e re.

iirfhcted on herself,

for the first

they werahnt Zonnected by a €ommon bond of ins
tegubt.  The errors oftljis sentiment we disclaing

l;
bl

regulated by its peculiar views or tenets, The

bs_iﬁ‘dl Sk

or the eyils they complain of shall be remmer
Itis a middle state, not deeply tinged with e
northern or sguthern prejudices : it is eminel
commercial, and most extensively agriculttirals
it would be Tikely to hold the balance even, dndjfgi, ¥
conciliate the interests and good wishes of ally, W,
These considerations would be weighty, even  ©
in times of of profouns peace ; but the exisience
of a war, furnishes another and a most powerful
argument. New York is indeed a midd?e, bogshe £
13 also emphatically 4 frentivr srale. Whitever
disasrers may be produced by the war, she will
share them as a common calamity, and probianly
she will also feel them with peculiar scverity, ow
We do not uiter this.in the
spirit of querulous repining ; nature has placed us
i the post of danger, snd our Kiearts and princi.
ples determine us to defend it as the post of honor,
But if our borders are to be hurrassed, and, per.
adventure, our territory invaded ; if our opuleng
and defenceless capital zeems 1o jnvile the foe,
Joes not the welfare of the union at large, require
‘hat its Tesonrees should be directed 1o the pro-
ceetinn of those exposed -places. by a statesman
to whom their wants ate perfectly known, and
who would guard them with affectionate zeal ! If
to this a. gument of general concern, we added
somew hat of personal gratification, should we deo
wrong: ! 1f we suid—now that our fortitude is vev
be peculiadly tried ; that our populatian is to be
poured out ; that our praperty may be leid wast-g
that our, individual happthess is put at risk, wa
offer you a chief magistrate, whose repubtiican
principles you cannnt doubt ; of whose competen« ¥
cy and lalents to discharge the duties of that stpt 7
tiony you are well convinced ; gratify ws in his€k.
ectioh. He - enjoys bur utmost conbilénte ; he
inherits the blood, the principles, and thé Hrmhess.
of that hero, whom ouselves and our fathérs l}g-ﬁg'
delighted to honor; who-was the goide and guar-
dian of this his-npitive state, when the same ene-
my formerly désolated our lands, and burnt our
towns ;. who Wes ncver appalled in #s utmost dif-.

A

contribuled to the ultimate triomph of America.
If we even urged a persuasive like this, is there
an American heart, susceptible of feeling or gra-
titude, that would repel our claim ¥ e

Therz remains to us another subject, 'which wa
most reluctantly enter upon, and whick we shall
endeavor to“disquss with candor and forbearinces
We are not ghemies to Mr. Madison, and should
regret exceedingly if we wefe considered as diss
paraging his reputation.  Much' as wéesteem Mré

A
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\quest yon, whether some  considerations do not

self upon ourirstitations, and acquiring strength {sifongly mark the propriety of its giving the hext  we should reject it, if it could only be sccomplish- #

president to thé unfon. . . | L .
T he state of Vivginia has, for twerity out of the
twetity-four years of our present governntent, en-

nv more a3 the patience of her sister states will
permit.  We cheerfillly acknowledge the worth

nor do we doubt her competency to furnish a bril-

‘ay we be permitted lo suggest, that the patriot.
‘tsm and wisdom of-the

|finred within her precincfss 1T her pretensions be
Hovaded on - exclusive, gr even supetior talents,
ithey are offencive to her gompeers, and we think
funj-ast. Il other states tHen, can furnish_able and

will be mere officers, to|inte!ligent chief magistrates, there sve reasans of

no light moment, why she should fur a time, re.
tire-from the-eempetition. i ;
Perhaps if the priginal’ {Tamegrs ofour corstity-
"tion;. had inseatéd @ prowision fﬂr
wation of the presidentisl ofiicey it
states, and in SOME P
or imp?ft:;_nce. they would:
al proof of fheir wisdard'an
had sdone i:.’ vk Emntd net o

ix populatipg

joyed that honer ; she scems desitous 0f posses. lile of honor and public services, and has been afe
als, or the state that dar to exercise the rightof sing it for another term, and perhaps for as rhae' ready exalted to the first office in the upign, - Hie
and services of the imagistrates she hes produced;
liant succession for many years to cofne; but

fon are not entirely-con.

he practical fo.
‘the diffcrent

adiition-
v A0 they 2]
cdsion to then derys

Clinten, and desirous as we are of his success,

‘ed by viliffing his competitor 3 but the merits of = &
\\he one do not require to be set off By censwring -
the other, Mr. Madison has passed throuplf:w 3

[riends gre desirous of his enjoying it for anotHir. 3
‘term, and allege something like usage.in thé v .
clgclion of bis predecessors.” Tis 1{__.,“; ‘VI!ﬁir;;;. g
‘toR, the idel of all parties, was so exaited ; it istrge
Jeterson, the idol of the republicais obtaifiedthe
same distingtion § but a magistrate may be ‘very.
meritorions,, mithoyt deservine the hoioks conlera
red upon Washingtowand Jeflerson. ’
We dre not awerg of «hy advantape tant e
result by establishing the rule, that cvery Piesi.
denty who s pot exttetiely disapptaved of, ghiail
be te-elected.. The fext step wigl e, that ¢:tne
favorite pubilic ser¢ahty as a proof of olir peonliar |
esteem, will becontinved in offsee for thike siie-
cessive terms ;. 8hd soon, three téhms will be the
ordinary period for a Presideng shom it is not i 4
rercled logisgrace : 1 we §h, ih“n-gpgih'g' .
slide into an eleciion for 1ile an perbaps !o-aw]i A
an hereditary successiol’. %‘.’gm yenr#are nof pR-- 4
improper fengih wt as a reward. for wheow. - &
ced buy fiece is nd vesson why thet 58
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