COUNCIL €EHAMBER,

-, AwNaroLis, Sept,7, 1812,
giR—You are requested (o publish the addition
docurments herewith transmitted in you: paper-
he strongest light 1he. correctness
{ General Stricker's official ;m:

ait-

)
'}my shew in t
ad pmpricty .0 .
duet, duog the Tate unhappy occyrences al Ba
(imore, and evince' in‘the ntst satisfactory niln.-
yer, that the charfes of neglect: .d;nf_gw;gd
arainst him are utterly unﬁaundj din trath, -
: I am, sir, with much respect,

Y.ur obedient servants -
Ty ROBERT BOWIE,

. '

e § Cﬁun_;._ﬁ; 5 .
Lditor of the Maryland Republican.

. |

Ts hs Excellency the Command-r in Chicf of the
Militia of Marviond, _

/To obviaie CorTain: grgss misrepresentationsy I
deem it proper'to submic 10 your «xcellency ay
supplemenzary report of my condaet during the
Jate commations in‘the city of Galiimore, in which
1 shall take the liberty of respectiully seperindu-
ciog such explanatory ebscrvaio s us the allega-
tions apainst e mav officially seem to require.

* In the part Which I find to takein those uthappy
trassactions, 1 was 1ifluenced not only by consi-
dersvons of offigial 'y but by principles of com
miseration of Mr. Hanson and his avsociates.—
Never did I make greater exeriuons 1o maintain
the supremacy ofthe 1aw, and to prevent he effu.
sionn of blood; and never did | enjoy more com
pletely the ungualificd approbation of my ewn
conscience ; and yet, most uncxpectedly to me,
there have been widely disseminatcd rumors cal.
culited to exhibit me to the world, in this afis
as the most horvid monster that ever appeared in
the shape of man. .
1st. It has been alleped against me. that in ad
vising Mr. Hanson and his associa‘es 1o leave the
house inpChirles streety 1 bad no objeet but their’
mAssacre in the Jail, :

The unexainpled wickedness of such a purpose,
and the palpable absurdity; of such a plan, are ni‘il
themselves, jone wottld thitk.-a suffrcient refata]
tien of the cl':h{'g_e. .What motive gould 1 have |
had for entertaining 8 design so detestably trezch |
ero8, s horribly flagitious > From thes: men 1
had regeived no injutyrs against them [ bad no,
bostility : ‘gn-the tomtrary, 1 had for several of
them o persosal gegard. With the parcots o
some of them I had longe liwed in habits of unin
terrupted fri-ndship, < ISl sofmt xo i
ery of these men had'really been my object, the
harrid-purpose could have been accomplisaed, and |
without any participation on my part, by barely
letting themn remain in the house in Charles.
sireet.  For, as they were dostitute of the reqni
xte provisions and water ; as they were quite ex.
heusted from the fotigue of duty and from want
of sickp ; as, [rom desertians, they were reduced
to ¥ a number harely sufficient te man the most
essentiul stations, without any to relieve them ;"
iLgas evident,that they could not long witlgstan
the multifaciotts assaults of the very numerods and
highly ‘exasperated populace, and that, conse
quently, their d
ble. Enfecbled and intimidated a3 they were it
was manifest ta me that they could not have main

estrgction was obviously inevita- |

|

o ] tined their stations five minutes against the im-
of. Bl Pending tremendous attack.

'!v 20y, It is alleged that [ pledged my honor to
o J these men foe their security #n rhe jail; and that
“ W 'on thatpledge they consented to leave the house
| 1o Charles street. '

=y From a principle of humanity and a wish to
"« mamtain the dominion of the law, I and others

repaired to the place.  We there at once perceiv.
ed that ¢he men in the house would infallibly be
destrayed in the course of & few minwes, unless
some cx&dient should be-immediaely devised to
avert the catasteophe.” It was sugizcsied 0 me at
the time. and indeed it was the prevailiog opinion,
- that the jail was the only place ofsa’ety. \When
It was proposed to them. thair principal objection

ing in the house @ Charles street, their destruc.
tion, sooner or latery was inevitable, what ranibnal
|object, in the hame of common sense, could they
{have bad in insisting vpon such a stipulation. as
an indispensable preliminary to their leaving a
place of such imminent danger—pay, of certain
'death ! -And at all events, what inducemetits, offi.
'gial or petsonal, could I have had for pretending
‘to take upon myself the making of a ‘stipulation
|so extraordinary { As Brigadier | had nething to
" gddo with the Jail.
§ litary force for its defeice.
step, but upon the requisition of two justices of
L
|obligation on me, official or moral, to enter mMto

‘my duty t0 go ei®cr to the house or to the jail.

joil as a sanctuary, it most certaioly never did

Of myself, 1 could order no mi
1 could 1ake no such

pe#ce. - Thus, in a case wherein there was no

any kind of personal supulation ; a case. too, of
very avfful character, I am represented as going
out of my way, and voluntagily pledging my honor
that some two justices would'in due time make a
requisition upon me to order out the militia ; and
moreover, that a comp=teat portion of the militia
would, in such case, afford, with cfﬁ:ct, their ser|
vices. As Brigudier [ was far more active than |
duty required, since in that cipacity it was not|

As in indw-dudd, it was no more my duty to pio
tect them than it was the duty ol any uther in-
dividuale. When I jvined in’ recommending the

occur to my mind to regard their going to the
juil as a macier of favor to me. On the contraty
I considered their situation so desperate, their
fate.in the honse so certain, that it was from
motives of .compassion that I urged their compli-
ance., Whenl had returned [rom the prison. and,

reflected upon the fury and exasperation of the;‘!.

populace ;3 whert [ considersd to what danger T
nal =xposed myself (althouh not bound to do so|

0

the Lives of my feilow men, and my expectation
was that I'should have had their gratitude instead |
ol their calnmny.
The only pledge givenby me was, that I, as an
officer, would do in their pro ection whatever was |
my duty. And [ doaMirm that in my official ca
pacity nothing was l=ft undonk that eoght to have
been done. 1 did dmm-diateiy alter receivingy the !
reqisition of the jusuces issuc orders 10 Colonei |

quired by the exigeucy. Under theas ovders,!

3 : . |
however, to my great mor.tication, 'here appear

or four dragoons. And as to the artillery, it is|

lp'op:r here (o state that most of the companies jafier the states
did parade as ordered, but in what force Culuncl!cumstancc was nwing to (he number of members BIRr,

Harris has not been abl: to report; it is however
known that some of them were very weak, and as
they are armed with swerds, and ought not te Is£:
employed but when properly supported by cavalry |

and mfantry, it was deemed indispensably neces. |

saly that they should be dismissed with the few
infantry  that paraded on’the occasion.. On this|
subject I refer your exceliency to the accm_npahy-‘
ing letter from Colonel Harnis, marked A

3dly. It has been slledged that the refusal of
the pgilitia to turn eut was owing aliogether to ‘“‘l.
order issued by me interdicting the use of ball car-
triddgres.

them, with the jealous, |
of the law of Marylan’t‘].' )

When the written order was delived to Colonel
Sterretty he enquired whegher ball.catrridges,were
to be carried ; to whigh enquiry I replied, that I
did not,think it would be necessary, and at the
sanmie time remarked Lhat the principal object was

to wait for ba'l-catridges, might, by thedelay frus-
trate our views. This opinion was foupded on

was that the mililary before the. house was not
sufficiently strong tolprotect them on the way to
the jail, Trom 50 lerge and infuriate a mob. Those
Who will seriously consider the tumultuous’ con

slruaty
quent

of the objects of their [ury, the conse
tation of us all, will not easily imagine,

the best way of averting it.  Thinkine as 1 did,
tigs the armed militiay. with the préfiired assiat-
ance of many 8. who ‘had been with the po-

Jomy 1 gave to them my opinion, but only as n

Ofiinion, that we could'take them to the jaily de.

J th.}'itl;;_nl the sam: time that 1 and other citizens,
Baoking; srms wih them, would go into'the hol

W srjaare, arld would there expose ourselves to

8l the danger of the aftack of the populace I ac

-cordingly ook Mr, Hanson under my arm, and
Unsexpased myselito much danger, I was con-

stderably hurt by a large paving stone, thrown
“ith great force, which, had it struck me but a few
ght and prubably we

aches bigher, mi
Proved {atul.

Believing, as 1 most Ia'l'ssurediy 'Bld, :

Pulace, would #fhed 0 them an adequate protec.

o-|doned ruffian. I shall content myseif, as to this
- ' S certificate; which cantalns the regimen=

the fullest persuasion then-and yeat entertained, that
a whole regiment of infuntry with hayonets and a
{squadron of horse, with pistols and swards, would

fusion of the scene, the impatient vociferations of [overawe, and il necessary disperse anv mob that|
e exasperated mob, the menaced impending de. would appear. ~ But this opinion of mine could

not possibly have had any e¢flect upon the men. as
there was no such interdiction in my oflizial erder,

i~ 1hat, at a juneture so'frigh ful any thihg was tho't 'and as there could have been none such in the or [with notify ing the members of his troop ; both
of but the lremeudoys danger of the moment, and ‘ders * of Col. Sterrett and Major Barney. And|of those concur that in snswer 1o the—call-made

asa an illustration of this subject, I have to refer
your.Efcellency to the accompanying documents
marked B, C, D, E, F, G.

It is worthy of notice that no such opinion was
given to Major Barney, yet but idree of his whole
\squadron turaed out.

4thly. It has been asserted, and upon oath, that
I “dismissed a boly of Miliia, under-Major
Heath, contrary to his advice and remonstrances,
end that from Major Heath I proceeded to*Colonel
Sterrett and ordered him to dismiss the party
which was under arms in Gay-street, an order
which Mr. Sterrett obeyed with a heavy. heart.”,

“This accusation has been accompanied ‘with in.
sinuations as tp my motive and object, which tpon
meére circumstances of suspicion, could not by a
libersl mind be ascribed even to the most aban

4

of an order from ‘the

lmy part.

|

My orders transmitted to your excellency inlon the 28th ult. I felt it a duty incumbent on me |o'clock on Tuesday morning? I proposed to you
my last report, will speak for themselves. They to ascertain the cause, so far as related to the|that Ishould go home, beirng under an imprms‘:{m
cannot fail to acquire the approbation of all men squadron under my command being iniplicated, [that nothing further would oceur, when you re- -
of candor, who will take the traulile of comparing and therelore I requiirerd of Captains Horton and quested me to remmin somewhat longer as you
limitations and resteictions Stevenson,  to answer for their respective troops | wished “ my advice and assistance,” to which

to assemble the men as early ampossible, and that|

march ti.;p.th'e protec- |
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© e Domtﬁié. on my parta very sily volunteer act of guperem-' the sdbjained' lettee from tnajor Heath, matkad from. the Brigadier, the sth Regiment js ordered s 4
St Sase vs— | gation, as well.as of arrogant firctensionito power. | H, which will fully enable all dispassionate minds toparade this afternoon at 8 a'clock, in South Gy * ’
"d—';,,,,,"u,, Maryland h,ﬁumcm. f As they were mopally certdin, that by remaia |to form a just estimate of the' credit due to this streer, to mareh {or the proteciion of the piison,

as well a8 to the other calumnies that'have heen-so Parade your mien in uniformi” Every excrion
; wag used that time apd the dispersed »i uation of
the men would admit of, but few attended (0 the
‘order, none joined th

waptonly uttered apminst me. ;
As 10 the order of Oelduel Sterrgtt, it is neces-
sary only to remark, \bat thiere were not, as has
been assested, two separatbadys of Infantry, the
one commanded by mefor-Heath, and the other
by Colonel Sterrett,. .~ g
At was he Sth'rc'ﬁ':ri;em ‘that was on that day or-
dered outy of wh

eh Mr. Sterrett was the Col | 20N |
and Mr. Heath tbe first Major. . And as before |of July, and, returtied o8 the st day of Augast, ,
stated, of Whis Regimenz only whirty fivé appeared |and I herd noffiing. Sarceg ot onthe 28th
in'Gay Y0t where they were dismissed, day of Julw: . S . M U
. In coleiiaien; T consider it proper b 188 your R G Wt CONN, Caph; * :
excellency ' know, that at the time of the ouffage Republican Company.

on the printing office on Gay street, when, and
for some time before, I wos absent from the state, |
yet as soon as [ had been appriged of that gir-
cumstance, § hasiened home under an impression
of ‘duty, and with a view Lo contribute my bestex-
ertions towards the restoration” of peace, good of
der, and the avthority of the law ; and although
doubts have been entertained by many as'to the
faw, all calls of the civil authority on me for a mi-
litia force have been promptly complicd Wwith on

4

I have the honor to be,
Your Excellency's
Obedient servant,
JOHN STRICKER,
Brig. Gen. 3d Brig. Md. Militia,
Baltimore, August 29 1812,

—

-

(3) '
Baltimorey, 26th Augusty 1812,
Sir, G
In-snswer to your request of this morning
for my opinion as to the propriety of your orders

dirzcted to me for dismissing the Arillery on the

were called upog to petform, said evening.
DAV. HARRIS, L. Col.
Iand Militia.
Drig, Gén. Strickers
(8)
Baltimore, Aurust 26:h, 1812,
Str,

comnussioned officers who notificd the mem'iers |
to attend ; they informed me sume peremtorily |

‘ed only about tierty five wfaniry, ani abon three refwsed, others alleged the late hour of eeceiving |

their nodces, (being in many instances some tilr‘-c’
i bour of meeung) which later cir- |

and their dispersed residences. The wantel ball

cartridge was not stated in any one instance as a best mode of answering it 1s, 1o state the facts g8

reason for not obeying the orders tor parade,
Very respectfully, .
A: R. LEVERING,
Lt.Comdt. Baltimare I B on Aug. 28.h, 18132,
Brig. Geu, John Stricker, (fivesent,)
()
Balttimore, August 26¢h, 1812,
Brig. Gen. Stricker,
Sir,
Much having been said. and various reasons |
assirned relaive to the Miditary not turning out |

!
.....
Iy =

& -

[not paradipg on the aiternocn of Tuestay the 28th ‘agreed.  Some time afterwards upon your returh

lult. in corformity to my orders issued to them to
{that eff-ct.”  In roply to which r-quisition Cap.
ftain H. states, * that he was souch indisposed
'himself at the time, but that the Quarter Master
| Sergeant calicd on as many of the troops as the
shortness of his notice would admit of " (it beiag
4 o'clock when Capiain H. was shewed the or-|
ders, the bearer of it not being- eble to find him |
sooner ;) and [have further to observe that many i
of that troop had been on duty nearly the whole |
of the preceding nigh', which may be esteemed |
an additional reason for #4edr not aSsembling as or-
dered. 3 :

Captain Stevenson refers me to the letters of
his 2d Licut. and Cornet, who had been charged

upon them on the 28th ult. thgmen unanimously
refused turning out ; remarking “ that they were
always ready and willing to meet the enemies of
their country, and to sacrifice their liyes in,ils
defence, but that they never would turn out to
protect traitors or disorganizers.” -
It magy be proper to add, that one of the mem-
bers BLIhIS trodp (v (he Fel's Point Light Dra-
goons”) whilst passing the house in Charles street
on his way home, was very dangerously wounded
in the back and one of the arms, by the discharge
of a musket from the house ; and this may have
been the cause of their so peremtonily refusing to

obey their qrdess. '

I have the honor to be,

Sir, S :

Your very gbedient servant,

"t WM B BARNLY,
Major 5th C. D. Maryland Miluia

B ——

I hereby certify that on the 25th of July in the

more for several days before, and after the 28/
day of July lest, and received no orders, nei her
did I hear any.thing of turning out on said day,

last, when the 5th regiment were ordere
the protection of the Jail 6f Balimere coungh L
was directed-by the adjutant to-order outimy coms

ipany apd furnish the men wish powder and ball. - .
I accerdingly ordefed them out and only threm

privates witlt the two licutenants and m
peared on the parade ground.

“Tast, late in the alternoon, lieut. Towsop sent me:
fram anv considerations of daty) and when so few ! evemng of the 28th ult. 1 have only to observe, word by his upprentice that he was requesteds
¢hers could be found willing (o risk so much, my |that Artillery unsupported by Cavalry or Infantry, inform me that | must ssder our the company §
consola.ion was, that I had assisted in preserving | would be insufficient in a service such as they mediately.
tice, that I would a.tend as soon as possible, and
ithat he show'd take the command until T eame. *
| ist Rep. Artillery, attached to 3d Bngade Mary-'The young man had not left me more iffan ten
'minues when enpign M’Cubbin came with direce
{rection flom he adjutant of the 5th Regiment to
lorder out the compasny as 80on as possit:le.
!Mr. AM'Cubbin that 1 had intended 1o turn out 8« =
‘greeably to the message sent by “lieut, Towsom,,
In repiy o your request to state any knowledge byt that I had changed my mind, and should we? .

{ Sterrett, Coioncl Harris and Vzjor Barney. which, | I may have of the cause of the Baliimore Inde. [ther turn out mPeell 10 Grder the Mot opie  Both
had they been carried into eff:ct. would have bro't | pendeat ‘Blugs not tersing out minte aumerously ofthe orders 1o me were verbal, and nothing ‘was
into tiee fiekd a force much sianger than wes re oo the 28.h July lasty I made inqairy of the non. szid about blank or Lall cartridges,

jacquainted with them.

|and among the rest Major Berney.

t his friends, ‘which I communicated. to col. Sterretty

& regiment except

J. sSHR1IM, Captain

15t Coml 5t Reg. Md. Militia, -
August 24¢h, 18127 AN,

t

-

I do hereby certify thax 1 left town on the

Baliimote, dugusd@4ch, 1813,

I hepeby ;:ertify ihq;'l,ns in the city of Balti.

-

ROBERYT LAWSON, Licut; -
of Capt. Conn’s company.

2

(*® - -

orf the 28th day of Ju'y
d dut’lor

Auguat 25th, 181

I hereby certi'y ‘that

yself ap-
. VV‘. "ANCE' capt. =
Rifle Company 5th Regiment.
Baliimore, August 22d,.18132, .
. : (@) , :
l@creby certify that on the 28th day of Jol

/|
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;. Vil
1

I rgturned for answer by the apprc-

v ]
,

_—

I told

b .

J "HNKELLER,
B‘ }!Ic ‘-.
Baltimorey, August 92. 1812.
(1)

Balimaore, Auguse 17, 1812,

Yours ol this date I receivery and think the,

they occurred, so far as [ was contiected or become

On Monday night the 27th ult. T was inl'ornicc!
you wished to sce me; I immediately went to
your house, where a namber cf persont collected, 4
_ From your #
conversatiot: and your repeated assurances, then, " &'
and from all the circumstances that accurred with-
m my knowledge, Ido not hesitate to say, that [
belicved you serieusly dispesed woput a stop to the
riotous proceedings in Charles s'reets’ About |

b TN

from the street into the house, you remasrked that.
nuthing further was necessary for me to do, that
1 could then go to my family, (whe had been lefe
n grent dis ress when I went to town)“and hank.
ed me for my assistance. [ reached home about
3 o’clock, andinthe morning was again informed ¢}
that there wasa very large mob collectesd in Consles -
street and that youd wisued my presence,  I-wenge
to your house, where I was to!d you had gone with
the gentlémen who bad defended the fouse. fo the
jail, I was induced 1o belic ye that an aggempt would
be made to force it and massacie Mr®lanson and

&

and saon allerwards lieand T waited vpon-you a4
your house ; you then orderéd Colonel Sterrett tor -
call out the 5th regiment; upon onr way to his
counting hoyse I enquired il he had a writtgn «
der ; which he answered in ‘he nepative, [ in
mediately returned (o -you and asked for it ; yo:
told mé you were alighit 10 shaye dress, anid
requested me to call aboyt fifteen #-tmnly mi-
nules afierwards at your counting hoise, whep I
should have it ; I went to miy shop where Ifourd - 9
the colonel, communicated your #nswer to him 4
and he waited with-me there until you camc,“!ﬂn e
you informed us, that upon rflection you could
ot issue a written order without another requikie *
tion from the civil authority.  1This we obtsined.’
after considerable difficuldy and delay, about Gne
o'clock ; when as soon a8 it wasprésentedy yan,
gave the written order to the colonel who toek .0
great pains to collect the regim=nt, and gave or, b5
ders to meetin Gav.sireet ot 2 ofclock— when as o
many had assembled as we thought would comey il
hi ordered us to_march to the jailand advancef 2
some distance in Holliday suweey, when yqn.lm:t'_; ;

T“‘;Vﬂw ] ns to rerurn to North Gay stree .
here wait™or further orders, which we ¢ :

~
o

"L veceived the following wrisien order
. .':!*..-_ b';._ ‘1‘ . :-Z " .'_‘1% ) ¥ i g

.

Jis

1
“Afier Waigog some tiome, th e was 3
T S oy M
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