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1700ty interesting Document.

..:ﬁmq tHE (G. T.) FEDERAL REPUBLICAN.
SECAET CORRESPONDLNCL,
L TRANSLATION.]
Baltimore, 14:h June, 1809,
ke minister of France #o Mr. Ruber: Smith, Scc
retary of Staf®,

€in-=The federal governmentis going to set-
1= ol 1s difforences with Great Bhlin, and Lo
make a veaty of amity, of enmineree, end of na-
viration with thas power.  You, as well as Mr,
(;.;'.lei , have mauifisted to me a desire also to
mske @ now convention with France, to take the
place of that whici expires on-the 30t Septeim-
per Next.

1 will for-a moment catl 1o your consideration |
vreterar soice eeflection) this double  object,
wcho tne tedzeal govermir ont propriacs o el |
and the dilficalties f accomnplishing U, 10 8 man-
oo advaniageons for all the contracung paroes,
Wy jant I ference for youl povermment, sir, does
4o permit ne to make any chservation en the
ha-1=with which the executive h.s received the
-4 veerares of the Hnuzlish ministry yet com
a0, 1 of the sam® men who very lately-disco-
Cefeue BOVENY manilest aversion to every species
o cencination, and who juiuul 1o a denial ul'jus-

0 the Americans, every asperity of forms, ol
tae. and of siyle towards the 5 ;ents of your go-
¢riment.
“ It « have supposed that this very haste was ne-
cesary to satisfy the wishes of the people of|
whan Diresight is not the first viriue, others may

.

se- in that political proceeding a precipitation,

vethaps dangeronsy andif it dovs not lessen (ne
hvssait pas) the Digaity of the Executif, may at
Jeant piorluce consequences prejudicalto the rue
titcrests of the Union. It is on these very in
terests, much more than on those of Feance, as
its enlargred and liberal policy, its principles” of
guiversal justice, and the elements of which its
power is camposed, huve placed itbeyond all at-
tacks (hots de toutes les aticintes)=wit is only oo
the mtgrest of your government that I fix my at-
tention and invoke your’s, undler a circumstance
ta delicates. = - '

MMy corr=spondence with your predecessor is
enviizh to convince you, siry that [ bave not Jeft
Lim ignorant of the dangers @f the crisis of Eu.
rope, and its inevitableseffects onthe des'ing of
thsstates of the Am;.;rican Union. Positive and
multplied info: maiomon the events of the other
continznt and their Probable reswts, has enabled
nie sometimes Lo tais= the veil which yet covers
the - < of (he Frep vowers o the political
workd.

[ have thought that it was not incompadible
vith my duty to submit to the wisdomof your
governae nt the new ghances, which the changes,
brouirht at:out in Eurepe offer to the commercial
t-rerests of the Unit=d States; and the inconven-
iences which may vesult from their refusal to ac.

T s

wile formally to the princinle of ihe maritime con |\h€ T€P esentations made on this snbjsct by Mr.'=—=What could you do more if you weré at war

federaiion l
|

[t does not belofg (n me to examine, how far
the precedips admunistration was mistaken in

i's conjectures, but the verlal proposiiion, which |

you heve made ta me, sir, to coficlide a ney

l'DH\’U[.’.l‘Jn (a pr.;pn-_;“iun wfiich I havc subtuillcd-i-rf} ﬁnkl in the aLr_‘unapHshm"n'. nf the dC&igns Of meet Wi‘nh i” 1"I“.|n(‘.t:.

to my court) ne cessarily I#ads me to some obhser
valions o the respeetive posiiion of Frange and
the United States,

Your government laoks to nothing in its trea.
ties, but 4o he interest of its foreipn commerce.
Thisis the principle obj ct of its policy, France
cousiders foreign commerce only as an addi'ion
[iccessvire) ta its sysiem of general administra-
won.  Numerouscanals of communicationy, which
aidd 1ts tivers, and in multiplyiog their divections,
procure for it all the opening necessary Lo keep
up in the interior and with its allizs4hat immense
civcalation .of all the objecis' of thei *reciprocal
vants. In France commerce is uot u power (pu-
tssance) in the state : it shares with other national
professtons the protection of the governmegy,
Thich only honots thew with its support @nd en.
citrzpemant ip proporuon to the degree ef their
nti—~and importence.  Imshort forcign com.
razice is not considered W France as au ingls.
pensable thing, aliboughdt-is so considered in
toe Jnited States.

Yoeu will then readily, soe, sir that France has
pot the same intervest, 'which the federal govern.
nent hag, to m ke a treat s of commmerce and na-
vigratan with the United Suates, while it is evi-
dent, that whatsosver may be the dispasitions, the
resylt does vot oller an equality of advantage to
two Foviboments,

It i3 only then by means of Political sacvifices,

the

‘merit. the advaatages which you exp:ct from a
new convention. '

I' would be uscless ard too tedious to examine
here what has already all the light of evidence,

I whether the preceding administration has not La-

ken the wors! course which it gould have taken to
avoid collision with the ‘two principal belligerent
powers, 1'he Amcricans have appealed to the|
rights of neutrafi'y, aud until now at least thcvr'
government hus endeavoured by procedings which
L shull not permit mysell to give a name 1o, (de
quafifier) to diuw near to Great Britain, who out.
rages or disowns the rights cluimed ; while it in.
jures (offensait) Prance, whose measures have for
theirobject the re estublishinent and the guaraoty
of these rights.

potut of taking several merchant vessels, when
two Am-rican armed brigs, and srmed to pro- ment hes a vight 10 interfere with the particular
te=t the infamous commeree with St. Domingo, at, or municipal laws of other countries, because itis
tacked hirn under the Lnglish flag, aond not only | supposed with reason, that every government
added treachicry to superiority of furce to get! will so far regpect itselfy, as tocircumscribe the
possession of the vesscl of Mouessant ; butafier | effect of these ladal instinnions, and to stop the
having pillaged it, massacred a part of the crew  licentiousness whidh_the feebleness of laws always
an hour after they had strucke——ind this crime|gives birth to, and thedigressions (les «carts) of
which remains gnpuhished, is so much the less | which may offend foreign powers.  Can one sup-
forgotien, us cagt. Moyessant never le! go(quitte) | pose that it was easy 1o avoid the just reproachs
his A, 2 | e8 of sovereigns for offences of this kind, where
Bu it would ue too tedious™to relate to you all | the weakness [Ia vice] of the instiiutions, and the”
the particular acts in yelation solely to Ieench citi | want of action or of power in the depositaries of
zens 5 it will be sufficient for me to say to you, ! political authority, render useless a tria! of ihe

that every where, where there are I'renchmen,
(I don't spzak of the srwall mi=aber who have

means of repression?  You have foreseen, sizy
that [ am ahout to address you, on the indefinite

neat ¢ (he Union, and to apply to them the ef-|

~

abjured their chuntry® these Prenchmen will have ltberty of saying cvery thing, of writing every shingy
a tight to the protection of the government, and  and of prrinting every thing. !
I am v# y far from believing that the excesses

‘Thus, your preceding administration, (for it is
ofthal, & that gnly that I pretended 10 speak) pla-
ced itecdf by ks political movernent (muaréhc) in |Will be every wheie assinred (assuries) of obtsin.|
manilest contradiciion with its owa principles, Jtiiog thdemrrty or e damage done Lo their per- | of your press have cccupied for an ingtant the
has done minr:y and notwithstanding my rt“prt-fhmlﬁ'a!‘ to rheis property. rthoup;bls of the Emperor King, my muster<gbut
semationsy it persisted (obstipee) to consider the|  Theve are cther grievances (gricis) yet more as it vespects this sybject, [a et egacd] | .am
two poweps<as deing qual wrong to the govern | serious, and from which I'rance has a right 10 here as the-organ of the whole French Empire,
[believ#é that the U. States hasa project of giving | and, if I do not see withaut pain, the ravages [
fect of its negative wgaseres, while the outrages her quictude for her distant possessions, and| vages) which the delisium of the insolence of the
of Lingland secmed w0 require from their dignity (or those of herallies. “Vhis has relerence to the greater part of your periodical writers, occasign®
the must encrgetic gaeasuses of repression agMost free commerce between (he Americans “and the ‘amengst yourselves, you will judge, that I do not
that powet :  But iy shory (uar enfin) sin, it is revolied Bladks of St. Domingo, the aflyir of Mi. | hear without indignation, sll that people permit
tune to come to an explana:fon on the pretended Pauda, and to the meditated attack on Sp'miurfislthcmclves td say or to write against France, hew

'demonstratedithan its conscquences woull bé ul-

lits contem@® Br the rights

wrongs of Francé towards the Uniigd S™tes, ontbe Sabine—an enterprise which would not
{and-al least oppose 1o them the injurics (les offeo- have been given up (w'a echoue) but for the ne- |
ses) done LBy the federal woverment, . joessity under w hich your government found itself!

However severe the decree of Bed n might)of gausing its troops 10 full back to guard New- !
seem, it its applieaiion to e Uniten Siatesy it was ! Orleans sgainst ah invusion by internal ¢nemies,
I was lar feomi thinking, sir, thet the, offence

[timutely (erdefhicre anzivse) favorablc to lh'.-ar?(&c-.mdafc) of the commerce with the slaves in the

L eDSiu, sy siter 1is objmet was tojrevoliud partel Si. Domingn—the law of the
r who had proclame!’ emhirgo conlirming the prohibitory law passed
Fotions : and with ;l)y Coneress in 18961 could not presume that
‘the embargo would be raised, @and that the law
apaiust this commeree would not be continued.
What, sie, the inlepcourse is prolibited between
the U. Staies and =l the dependencies of the
Limpire, under circumstances, when the commer-
‘cial relutions would be the most advantageous to
the two states, and you tolegate them only with
that one of our possessions, where we have the
greatest interest to proscribe them ! and itisto
be remarkely that it is always [morcover] when
 France has to combat new coalitions on the other
continent,that it would seem that efforts are made
‘to form enterprizes apaingt its possessions, or
‘those of its allivs in this ore. It is also proper|
1o place amony the number of grievances with|
mo.: right of nations and the dominion of the which I'rance has to charge the U. Siates, 1he|
deas ; the cuniiscation, the sale, and burning oy want of oppositiu7, or rather the uscless onposi-|
some American merchant vessels, having fuse pa-:tiony, which tie federal government has made to
\prts, and navigating in con'emps of the prohibiions the imfiresament of its sailors, seized ip contempt
¢y vty owi gevernmene 1a Livor e eactmes of ¢! 1s Gag, e with whom the English arm theiy
France, kave been legal mea-ures conformable to vessels ugainst us. I have ofteny sir, and ofien in
the rigits of war, and wiich tie force of circum | vaw, protested against this outrage of Great Bri
stances and the interest of all imperiously requir. ! tain towards your government, and which has be-
edie—=But T appeal w0 you, sir, the courcil of 'come a scrious injury (vifence) on “the part of
Washington, of which you were then alss a mem- - vour government towards France.  You furnish
ber—has it given all the necessary attention to personal aud (becours petsonnels) to our encruics

comunercisl
reach (Vuelidic) « pos

out doubt fhe Auericans were the peaple the
most inteyested in the success o Liat pohitical act,
~Theteare however American merchants, who,
by all e means of tii > most shameful deception,
haye et *eavouredt clude the me suresof Fiance,
and to second the - fforts of the common enciny
to escupe thern and have at lenth by their mul-
plied and proven (rands provoked *fie more se
vere dispositions of the decree of Milin.  Lis,
not'enly were the measures of Irance jusified as
measupes of retaliation, Hut they were indispuen.
sahle !0 free the American commerce from the
yoke which Great-Britain had placzd on i, to
|canse to be respected in future the flag of nentrals,
and to [orce that power to ackhowledge the.vom.

Champagny to Mr. Arms'rong, as well as to;withus 7 Withoat doubt, it will not e¢scape the
those which I considered it my duty to address present executive, that an amendment is absolute
to the Secretary of State ¢ Has it been possible ly necessary to remder uniform the treatment
to make kuown through the Usited States, all which ow sailors and soldiers meet in this coon
the advantages which the American people ought(iry. and that which your sailors and soldicrs

 I'rance-=to disctiss its projects in the calm pfime} I have not suffered my court to be ignorant of
| partialily——to cause the voice of reuson and of pric. the abuses, without number, and extremely pre-
ciples to be heord, whea the declemations of er.|judicial te its interests, daily resulting from a
‘roror of bad fiith, [when) the influence of pre |want of a police in the United States, in regard
i possessions and the clamours of party spirit pre |to this .fMair. [ am very far, sir, from charging
Iserved their empive over the public opivion, or| your government with the means the mest
rather, received a new foice fror he incertitode shameful of seduction which are emgloyed, to in.
(incertitude] or the silence of the [furmer] an 'duce our sailorsand our scldiers to desert, but
Ltient Executive Council >=That disposition al- | hes it done ail that it ought to have done to pre.
‘most general to atiribute [a' supposer] wroogs to ' vent it?  and that extreme facility with which,
Lpunce, by way of weskening [poyr attenves ] the when they wish it (au besoin) men drawn off from
ocutrages of England—was it foréign to the admin- their country and Yheir sovereign are naturalized,
istration of which I speak ? and! that administra- | goes ir accord wrk the incontestible vight of gov
tion, has it always been willing to hear me. while ¢fameris to recover even without DEMANDING
L made it perceive the consequences of the con- | THEM® thoir suljects whom artifice wr force hae
|ducg of the fudersl government in regard o the ldrawn off from ther service; and France, sir, has
Fremeh government ? Was this administration it not given on this subject, as on many others, an
well convinced that all governmen’s are not dis- example of the reriprocal respect which Fovern.
posed 1o forget, or to suffer injuries (les offenses) | ments owe to each-other, and which they observe
wirh Imprunity. in Europe even in the midat of the hoirors of
war? and have I not already warned the exe
Iculi'n: council to put en end o these abuses?
| Have I not warned them that the indemaity due
[ee the loss of the French ship the Impetuous,
burnt by the enemy within a cable's length of
your coast, ought to be decreed, (stafue) and paid
withnut deloy~and the subterfuges (permit me
10 use the expression, [ know no other to convey
my idea) ang the subterfuges I say, which have
been employed to delay (a journer) that indem-

In recalling to your recollection, sir, the
wrgngs of the federal government tovards France,
L only mention notorious acts, which my former
|cotreapondence has  established—abserving  to
| you, at the same time, that [ understay accord.
(ing to their clags®  (je comprends dans lear ca-
(thegorie) the pacticular -offences of your citi.
lzens 5 for every government is bound (est  soli-
dsire)in regavd to other powersfor the acts of
its subjects ; othetwise it would notbe a govern-

that ooe can re-establish the Ialance in a com- {ment, and could not offcr either secutity or gua-
mecn ! twealy, and also render it of c:_n_mnunfmntcc for the execution of itsagreements.  Com-
ttilice 1o Ahe two pactics.  DBesides (and I have | plaints were for a long time made to the U.
Lot soffered it 1o remain concealed fromn the ad-! 5 of the delays which some American citizens
wontstration, which preceded that of Me, Modi [ had experieuced in receving the indemnities
<) cin the fedefed government believe, and I ap which were due to them, and of which the reim.
1ol to ',-m v discerament to judge il the Utiites! |1u15.-:mt:n§ wus made from a part of the funds.
asve Dot given causes of serious gud mul |t!c:a£int-d for the acquisition of Louisiana ; but
coomolaiits to France during the terrible | the afthir of the heirsof Beaumarchais, who have
L0 which she has had to-sustain-agéinst all{in yain claimed for 28 yesrs a debt*made -sacred
= otinsd-phwers of L"-‘-“'T’P" . Nowvithsianding | by his motives, provén to the last degree of evi-
N ae ielituaton, and the bucrying off of | debi e, and on which the declared interest of the
ol auinionyand the public facor towards| French goverament does not admit of a put-off=
sver svstematico My iutmical as well 1o the fis it fiaished 2
“atod Stives s to Feance, §owill appeal to-the ' Captain. Mouessant, the bearer of a letter of
autihvdty of all vhe sevsisleamen ol your 0%0 | maiqui, and commandant of an‘armedd schooner,
connry, o, toknow, il for more thao Bve Sears followsd an Lnglish convey, and was on the

o
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Dast L [oderal ‘;;“-gr-_\mém has concocted ltseif - ——

(wares i Fremch govergaleht fa a maoner lo!  #yeuer=That I oumprefend with themy
= 2 o~ ma NP fi ’ g =
= - —t

nity, have made of that act of violence on the
part of our enemies, a direct offence of the U.
States against France. What more could you
do, what more could youleave undone, sir, if you
had a treaty of alliance with our enemies ?

You wiil find it convenient, sir, that I abridge
the enumeration of all the subjects of complaint,
which the federal goverament has given to
Francggsince my residence in the U. States, and
that I'vefer to my correspondence with the de.
partment of stale.

I confine myself here to calling the attention,
aud the attention the most serious of the execu-
tive council, to another grievance of the most se-
rious kipd=I knuw not what could more sensibly
offend (offenser) the French Empire. 3

* This .ju::iﬁgégiqn of the attack of the Chtu;e-lke,prl the
whole pas-age supports the pretension to conSider aa 1} the
ylralizaton of foreign sgamens .

institutions, and the sacred person of her augosf .
representative. ; £

You will see, siv; that on this subject, as on afl
others, the redress of grievagces isan indispensie
ble prerequisite to the formation of a new treaty
between 1he (WO poWers.

it was sufficiently painful o me to address you
[entretenir} on the somplaints of France against
the United States, without lrying themopen to
you, in the forns of an official note.—I have
thought that a simple letter, the tone of which

‘would approach ne:rer to that of our conferencesy

would produce ‘the same effect with you, siry
whose liberal principles and loyal character; arer
known to me. [ have chought that you would
be afflicted, us T am, ,at the obstacles (in‘raves)

which the preceding administration has been able «

to place in the way of a hearty reconciliation {a
un raprochment plus in time] between our gove
ernments, and which their mutual interest retge
ders more necessary than ever. )
I have thought also, that I could even on &
subject so sericus, [grave] and without deviating
from, or with. propricty [sans blamer les conve-
nances) adopt & mode of communication more
analagous to the conformity uf cur views andour
efforts to maiatain harmopy between France apd
the U, States ; and have feund here too the sag
usfaction of being able tooffer to your sentimenty
2 new tribute - reapect, " "
Receive, sir, the homage of my high considers

 ation, i
[Signed) TURREAU,
— — ———
APHY.

INTERESTING TOPOGR

Translaged for the Freeman’s Journal,
From the Portugucse Telegraphy Saturday, 263
June, 1813,

Since the victorious army of the Great Lord
continues to drive the French from the banks of
the Douro by the spirts™~of the Pyrenees, we
think it will be proper to give a topographical
description of the road from Burgos to Bayonnéy
From Burgos to Bayonneis 162 English mileaw
or 52 Portuguese leagues, a livde more or lesse
The route is as follows: from Bayonne to St.
John de Luz 15 miles, thence to the banks of
the Bidasoa, which separates France from Spain,
and the Pyrences of Biscay, 15 miless o Her
nani 6 ; to Tolosa 22 ; to Vergera 12 to Mon-
drajon &; to Vitoria 20; to Miranda of the
Ebro 20; to Bribiesca 20 ; to Monasterio, 95
and to Burgos 5.

Leaving Bayonne, the road for the first 19
miles crosses a craggy and mountainoyus country,
which commences the Pyrences. This road
leads to St. John de Luz, alittle town ; leaving
which, you meet with a small arm of the sep,
which you passon a bridge, 4 miles further ig
the river Bidasoa ; after whieh you enter Biscay.
The first settlement afterwards is Irun, avillage
badly built, two miles from Bidasoa, then Hers
nani, a coosiderable town, surrounded with
mountains, separated from each other by valiics
covered with verdure, watered by a river, whichy
by the various turns it makes, is repeatedly seen
by the traveller until -be reaches Vitoria. Over
this 1iver there exists several small bridges
well built with eut tone. This road i3 very
favourable to any army retreating towards
Prance, because in every mile you meet positions
well fortified by nature. It ousht to be remark-
ed that at' Heinani the road gives a branch to
the right or west, which is the way from St.
Sebastians and  Bilboa, in manher following :
From Hernani to Fonterabia, are 20 miles ;
thence to St. Scbastians, 10 ; thencé to Bilboa,
50. Fontarabia is a town, well fortified, and
considered one of the keys uf Spain : it is situat.
ed on a small Peninsula, on the borders of the
sea, occupying a position sirong both by nature
and art, seeing that it is covered on the side of
the land by great mountains, and on the sea
side by an excelfent fort. The French have of-
ten besieged it in former wars, but alwavs with
ill. success. Turning to the royal roady from
Hernani. is - 22 miles ; the first 12 it crosses
‘vyarious mountains, and then descerds to a beaus
tiful and shady valley ; here the view of the
traveller -is delighied with 8 great variety of

| agreeable objects ; évery habitation of the Ja
+bourer is surrounded with treesin such a mne

I commence, sif, by agrecing, thrat to poverne —
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