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" whieb it should terminate—the ordems in ecoun-
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Congress.

MR. GASTON'S SPERCH,
@u the bill authorising a loan of. 325,009,000.
CONTINUED.

But this war, say its advocates, ncarly one
and all, was declarcd-to profect dur deamen a-
gainst imPreslmgnl—iu fashionahle phrase, for
« Bailers’ Rights.” Therc is uo donbt, sis,
that the eonflicting claims of the

fwo €plintries
on the subject of seamewy and the nrésﬂft-"

buse of'the pracgice of search for British sea-
faen on board of Americun merchantmen, had
excited serious dissatisfaction in Ameries—yet
1 hazard nothing by the assertion, that the ques-
tion of seamen was not a cause of thig war. I
remember full well the charaeteristie specinl
pleading of the-zentleman from Tennessee on
this suhjeet, at the last session,  that he really

|for.dcd of returning to the happy state of peace,l
How

grateful must ot the exeeutive of a country,

icommeree, and suceessful enterprise.

whose poliey was fundamentally pavifie—how
grateful mustituot have been for this hap
eue from the horrors of war! How rejoiced, that
all had been effected without & struggle, which
it was the objeet to obtain by a bleody and pre-
carious contest ! Kxulting to shew, that wlen
it unsheathed the sword, not passion, but du'y
urged the reluctant decd, surely it bhasteged to
retorn the unstained weapon to the seabbard,
and cxtend the blessed olive branch of peuce.
Was it so 7—3ir, I neyer ean think of the gon-
duet of the executive upon this occasion, with-
out mingled feelings of surprise, regret, and an-
ges. It ean be acevunted for but by an infatna-
tion the most profound—an infatuation which
|is not yet dissipated, and which should fill eve-
ry breast with apprehensions of that dreadful
result, which, in the wisdom of Proyidenee, is
preecded by the < darkened counsels” of vulers.
. But it is entirely o mistake, says Uhe gentle-
man from Penusylvania. “The ordersin eoun-
il never were revoked ; they wore indged
withdrawn, but under a declaration, asserting
the right to re-enact them, should the violence
of France, acquiesced in hir Ameriea, renew the
veeessity for them. Will the administration,
sir, bring forward this excuse ? Will they
{teke this grmmd ? No, sir, they eannot, l_hey
{dare not. The President has told the natiou,
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sole s@fe guard agninst slavery, slie conld not
view Without alarm and resentment the wairi-
ars Wlhe shonld hagt fmavned those bulwarks
puredifig a more ga®fal occupation in Ameri-
cau wessels. Oncmercliant ships were crowded
with Britisl 'seamen ; most of them deserters
frota tMeic ships of war, and all furnished with
fraudylent proleetions to prove them American.
To usCtliey were not necessary—they ate the
hreaid 'and bid down the wages of native seamen
whom §t was ourfirst duty to foster and encou-
rage.  Te theirown country they were necessa-
ry, essentially pecessary. They were wanted
for herdefence in a moment of unprecedented
peril.” ‘Qught we not then while seeking to
protect'eur dwp seamen from foreed British ser-
vice, %@ have removed from" her seamen the
temptation to desert their eountry and to sup-
plavt purs at heme 7—Why need I ask the
questign ? Your seamen’s bill, as it is ealled,
W{: a lu.lw ‘sineehthe war, is an ackuow-
. 3t thie t lodnve been done.—
Howe 'Gﬁéi:bfﬂ‘e'gge’bf ifs provisions may
appenr, ils very principle is ta restore to Bri.
fain Rer scamen,. aund save our owg from fer
servies. Unless you believed thid principle
right it was the meanest of degradations at
such # time topass such a law~Anad if it was
right, then you had justice to render, as well as
to seek.. Had gou pursued this plain path of
right, had rou $uspended hostilities, you would
have eousulteti a{lso the true policy of your

eould nof tell whether, if the orderin eoun- 4.+ the revocation of the orders was substan- country. An @nconditional propesition for an

¢il had been repealed, we should ¢ have 3&1;2’

tially satisfavtory—in his peculiar phraseolo-

.armistice upon the revocation of the orders, or

to war about seamen or not”—but, sir, I con-| . & The repeal of the orders in couneily was  an unconditiongl acceptance of the ofter for aun

gider this as little more or less than ﬂdh""“““i.“ucptihlg of explanations meeting the just|armistice woulfl have

assed for magnanimity.

I have 'w.henitSin, however, in givs
ing my general sentimgnts. It is the dusy o
this governmené to 'Puuot ita seamen (1 mea
its native seagen) from the forced serviegof
any and eve?power ou earth, so far nsthe
steength of the country cqn obtain for them pro-
tection. True it is, that im my opinien the
number of impressed Amuricans bears no regson-
ble proportion o the numbey

& g A I i
in a state which, the’ it earries g!bﬂ%f

men. At the moment of the deelaratian ‘“'.i!u‘
the inquir{_ was made whether a single pati
seaman of North Carolina was. theg detained
British impressment. 1 could hear'of none. " X
know that duringouf restrictive system many
of our sailors entered voluntarily into the B -
tish serviece, and when tired of it, compfained,
that they had been iﬂmﬂh&lmtmeﬂ ve
aetually oetyrred at outh and at London,
of men sacrepdered 8o i i
who afterwarde.
fheirking. - frthedattl
dent and the Kiitle :
now-an industrious farsier mgticed in
ber of the slain one of bis own pame. He exs
claimed, there goes onie pf my protections. On.
being asked for an explanajon he remarked
that in his wild days, when he followed the sen
it was an ordinary mede of procuring a Liigle
spending money to getp protection from a No-
tary for a dollar, and sell it to the first foreigner
whom it at all fitted foy fifteen ortwepty. 'T'he
protected alien-nssum:d, of courseythe Ameris
ecan name, and if ingpressed, clmimed to he li-
berated upder it. Theexaminations which have

tensive forcigh eommerce, ks many native spss -

to a cautious form, as a protestando by way of | o0 2 of this government.” How eould he do
excluding a conclusion, or in the nature .of the| iy anyige, after his proclamation of the 2d No-

commencement of an answer toa bill in chan-'yonner " Fo10  deelaring the Freneh ediets so
oery, in which the defendant takes care to save | Lavoked as to cease to be injurious to our

f

The disgraees,which

ave since foully distain-|been had Yefore the eommittee of the Mussas

i
i]'iatv.d. The world would have believed, your, William Gray, eonfigm the belief that the nuw-
fenemy would Baye heligved, that you suspend- ber of impressed Amerieans has been exagge-

to himself nosé, and. at all times hereafter, all,,
and a1l mavinerfpf bencfit of exeeption to the|
errors that ma f discovered in complainanc’s-
allegations. 1 aw aware, too, of the very coa-|
spicuous blazon'which is given to our sailors,|
wrongs in the presijen'l’s war-message, and in
the mauifesto of the committee of foreign rela-
tious. But this proves no more, than that,
when war was determined on, it was deemed ad-
viseable to make out as strang a case as pos-
gible, either to excite the sympathy of the world,
or to rouse the indignation of our own eifizens.
The impressment nlssur seamen was grouped in
the picture with the dearly hought Henry plot;
the, at lcast dubious, excitement of Indian hos-
tilities, and the adjusted contreversy about eon-
struétive blockades.

No, sir, the gnestion of seamen waf not a
gause of this war. More than five yeard had
passed over since an arrangement on. thiw ques-
tion pepfectly sadjsf %9 our minj
beett made With Greal Britain ; bot
pot the President and was rejected,
pingthe whele period that afterwards elapded
u:t% the deelaration of war, no secend effoit;
was made to adjust this cause of controversy,
From December, 1807, with very short intere
vals, we waged against Britain a commereial
war to eoeree her into an observanee of the
rights we claimed at her hands.” In every step
of this system, whether embargo, non-inter-
eourse, or ‘nom-importation, we avowed the

unds of this eontest, and ‘the condition on

eil, and theirrepeal. Tn April, 1309, the fa-
mous arratugement with Erskine was made, hail-
ed by the well-meaning asa second treaty of|
amity between the two countries ; yet it eontain. |

R

rights ; a proclamation founded solely on the
letter of the duke de Cadore, of the 5th August,
romising a revocation. Ioes the gentleman
reeollcet the celebrated ¢ Bien entendu,” or
proviso annexed to this letter: ¢ Provided,
that in consequence of this declaration the Bri-
tish government shall revoke their orders in
council, and renounce their new principles of
bloekade, or-America shall eause Eer rights to
be respected, conformably to the ael which you
have communicated ?” Does the gentleman
remember the tortuous and labored efforts of
Mr. secretary Monroe to explain this proviso
into a conditionsubsequent ? To prove that it
was designed only to assert the right of Fran-e
to re-enact these decrees if Britain should per-
sist in her orders, and we forbear from resist«
ing thiem ? Such a condition subsequent annex-
ed to a promised revocation of the French de-
erees, had no effect to impair its foree—bant the
annexéd in terms to the actnal rex
of the British orders renders it entirely wall !—
No, sir, the®txeeutive cannot take this grodnd—
his disereet friends will not take it for him.

Tq the emphatie language of the eloquent Juni-

ws, this would indeed * resemble the termagant
chastity of a prude, who prosecutes one lover
for a rape, whila she solicits the lewd embra-
ces of another.”

But ean it be nrged, says the gentleman, that
the revocation of the orders in cotneil removed
all our causes of eamplaint, and left us nothing
more to demand of the enemy ? No,sir, thisis
not urged—But it is eontended thatas the revo-
cation of the orders in eouncil removed the
eause of war, hostilities should instantly have
been suspended and a fair manly effort made
to settle by negociation all unadjusted differen.

ed nothing upen the question of seamen. In
the President’s communication to Congresa «t
the commencement of the war session, ansm-;l
ber, 1841, euumerating, in ne light toue, our
contrayersies with Britain, and recommending,
preparations for war, the impressment of sea-'
men was not remembered. ‘The secretary of'
state was earnestly engaged in a correspon-
dence with the British minister, Foster, at the
seat of government, until the declaration of
war ; nay, until after it had passed the house
of .epreseutatives. The ohject of the eorres-
pondemce avowedly was, tg bring our diffeicn-
ces to an amicable elose—'-‘But in this corres-
pondence, lhe"_uuestion.ufimpreqsmcnt finds. no
place, except incidentally, not as a substantive
topie of dichssion. “And in the official e
munication frot our government to our mi
ter in Russius'fiting the fact of & wa
Against Bﬂtﬁn.mf
with a view to be eommunicated to the Russian
gwammem——[Mr;Mnni-pu’: lettor to Johu Q.
dams, of July, 1812]—!Lis justification i3
rested solely on the British orders in couneil.
These, thewt, were emphatieally and exglusively
the cause of war. Andhad it not been for very
many weighty considerations fo be fauad in the
state of the world, in the natire of the war in
Europe, out of which proceeded this violation
of neutrzl rights ; in the conduct of 1he otlier
mighty belligerent, her injuries, her jnenaces
and intrigues, and in the peculiar condition o

this country, actually growiuginto usgxampled’

prosperity, vuder the very siate of
which we eomplained—liad it not been
and considerations like these, that trumpet-
tonguedywarned us from the gulph ifito wiich
we were abowut to plunge, the orders gn eoaneil
would have justified the resart to wareeAt all
events, they formed what might bé termed a
sufficient fechnical cause of Ivstilities, much
better than often figure, with conspicnous ef-
feet, in [he munifisios of princes, ander the
eeious names of instice, independence and yvi-
—olated rights. Dut, <I-, searcely hid the fatal
step bieen taken, and the destinies of our nation
risqued oo the fortunc of tie sword,wlen the

ces which had caused the war. A question of
much impertance and delicacy remained to be
settled in relation to the search for British sea-
men on board our merchant vesselg, and the
occasional impressment of Americans. Under
every administratton of our eountry this ques-
tion had excited great intergst and heéu attend-
ed with much difficulty. Oflate,indeed. it bad
in some degree lost its interest, and partly be.
cause of the comparatively rare eoccurrence of
the practiee. The restrictive anti-commercial
system had expelled native and foreign seamen
in vast numhers from our country, and almost
removed the temptations te an exercise of what
the British claimed as a maritime right~For

five years before the war, the dispute had, in

°‘.’;'jri'lct slept—8ubjects more important pressed
nis=~

r c_hu-mll
alleging its justification,

themselves on our notice, and while these presss
ed that was postponed as a matter for future ar-

controversy arose which issued in war—It had
troversy was arranged to our satisfaction by
the volnntary act of theenemy. What was our
plain ebvious course—the eourse of duty amd
of policy 2—Sheath the sword until it is ascer-
itained whether the dispute which had heen laid
{aside for future arrangemeut, and whieh, in
reonsequence of the adjustment of more pressing
coneerns, is now properly presented to notice,
can or eannot b2 amicably settled. Kven ty-
rants pronounce war the “ ultima rati m’’
ythe last resort of prinees. ~ Nothing can justify

:\'“%"--“f thre exercise-of foree but-the -inability to obuinj
for these,

right by ether means. " You had wot supposed
your just claims oy the subject of scamen vnat-
tainable by neawtintion, or you would not have
reserved them for years as a subject for nego-
tintion—And if they be thas attainable, how
will ye answer to God and the conntry for the
blood and treasure uselessly—eriminally ex-
pended #-=This'mode of (hinkiwg, sir. seems to
me very straight, and quite I accordance with
thegood! old notiows of praetical morality—Be-
sides it is the incumbent duty of him who secks

4

rangement. Hut out of (hese wew. subjects a

scarcely becn deelared before the matter jneon

justice, first to render it.  Whatever nar eluims

ed ﬁq carcer of conquest beeause the war had
ofgd Ifs origin not to ambition, but to duty—
beéanse you sought mot territory, but justice—
hecause you rlpr'eforred an honest peace to the
most splendid vietory.  With the reputation of
having commanded, by vour attitude of armour,
a repeal of the offensive orders, you would
have evinced a moderation which must have se-
cured the mast beneficial arrangements on the
question of seamen. ;

But, sir, this was not done. No armistice
could obtain the approbation of the executive,
unless it was preceded by an abandoument, for-
mal, of the British claim to search for their sea-
men on board our merchant vessels. As an
evidénce of this abaudonment, the exercise of
the elaim must, by stipulation, be suspended
during the armistice, and this vuspension was
to be the price of its purchase. Even without
an -armistice, wo “ arrangement” was tobe
decnod am fi$ subject for Hath
should not predicated on ¢ the basis’ of an
exclasion £gm our vessels, by our laws, of their
seamen,” and an a¥solute prohibition of seareh
to. their «flicers. This, sir, was taking very
lofty ground ;but at that moment the Canada
fever raged high, and the delirium of foreign
conqpest was al its acme. In a few weeks the
American flag was to wave triumphant on the
ramparts of Quebec—The proposition for an
armistice from the governor of Canada was ut-
terly inadmissible. ~In the language of our se-
leretary of state, it wanted reciprocity—<¢The
¢ proposilion 18 not reciprocal, because it res-
“ trains the United States from acting where

Mr, Russell did condescend to offer an ar-
mistice to the enemy, upon the condition of
yielding as preliminary, even to a suspension of
arms, all that eould be extorted by the most tri-
umphant war. But even he, in Lis pacifie pro-
positiou, eould not refrain from extﬁting at the
glorious conquests that would inevitably be
wade, ifsubmission was refused or delayed.

“ Your lerdship is aware of the difficulties
with wlii¢h a prosccution of the wag, even for
a shart period, must necessarily embarrass 11
future atlempts at aceorvmodation. Passions
exasperated by injuries; alliancesy or conquest
on terms which forbid their abandonment, will
inevidgbly lereafter embitter and protract a
contst Aphi -,l‘llgllt now be so easily and hap-
pil{ - termingted.” -

annot forhear, sir, from one remark at the
¢ awful Hl!!tllilg” in this letter dtan alliance
wiih'-l?murg. entlemen are seusitive when
the -possibility of such a cotneetion is intimat-
ed. The véry suspicion of such a design in the
cabinct is viewed asacalumny. . Here the ac-
eredited of the American exeeutive pro-
claims sueh a conmnextion, such an alianee as
tnevitable—proclaims it in an official communi-
cation to the public enémy, 'T'he declaration
is laid before Congress and the people by the|
President; unaccompanied by any disivowal—
The minister isuot censured—For his very eon-
duct in this cmployment lie is' raised to the
highest grade of foreign Ministers ; and in spite
of the reluetance of the Senate to confirm his
Hnomination, he is- - them by the
President until their assent to his appoinfment
is extorfed. I ,lwell not upon this topic, for I
confess to you the honest fears which once con-
gealed iy heart are now digsipated. The sun
of national freedom has barst forth from behind
the ‘portentons eelipse that “ with fear of
change” had perplexed the darkened world.
Napoleon. mo longer jmvincible, stript of the
false glave which splendid erime threw around

of adoiinistration as an'* usurper.”” No one

|this seeurity by practical mecns.

whieh

'rated infinitely beyond the truth. But their

number has been large enouﬁh to render the

ievance a serious; one—And be they more or
ﬁ:s, the right to llxe protection of their coun
try is sacred and ghust be regarded. This go-
vernment would fogfeit its ciaims to the respect
and affection of itg'ertizéns if it omitted any ra-
tional means to secure the rights of American
seamen from actual violation. Seek to obtain
If you ean-
not by substitute obtain au abandonment of the.
right or practice to search our vessels, regulate
it 80 as to prevent its abuse—waving for the
right. Do all that cag fairly Ye asked of you
When this is dove, and you should newvertheless
fail—swhen war is rendered necessary te obtain
apractical and reasonable security for Ameri-
can seamen agaiust 1he abuses of impressment,
then, sir, that war is joag, —Whogver may.quose
tion its expedicacyy noffe who admit that wars
may ever be justly waged can feel conscientivas

late opinion of mine: It has loggand pub-
licly avowed<—not indeed as & gledgéto my con-
stituents, as my friend and e (Mr Mur-
phey) has remarked—we do et deal i pleds
ges—but beeause it is my habit fo be frank whea
no duty commands concealuent—Nor is it
strange that I'should feel atfached (o the rights
of the American saflor.” I am a nativeof the
sea board. - Mdny of the playmates ofny in
fancy have'become the adventurous ploughmen
of the deep. - Heatfaring men are amoug my

as fervent as can be boasted by any gentlemnn
from the interior, or from beyond the moun-
tainsy who has heard of them, but kiown them
not.

Has the prosecution of your scheme of iuva-
stion and eonquest against the Canadas a ten-
dency to deeure these rights, and advance these
interests P This, sir, is 4 momenteus question,
on which it is the duty of every man in authori.
ty to rellect dispps{,n
purpose to the truth. Ugless this tendeney be
manifest, and morally eertain, every motive
which can be addressed to aw honest hcart and
intelligent mind, forhids its progeoytion at the

resent moment: Make a f{air efmparison of
its certain or prebable ills \'rinrxits possiblo
gains, and then propounce the sentence which
justice, humanity apd policy demand ; und 8
soffering natign will gour decision.

It js not vy design, tp covsiler the immense
expenditure Which ‘ll_}'ib'lellem_e has eost, and .
whieh o cogtinuanee of it 'will eoat Lo this coun,
try.* Weéll worthy is this topie of ebnsideras
tion, ez.p!einl!y at & moment when industry is
without encouragement, and external revenug
is utterly destroyed. But it has been examine
ed-with great ability by gentlemen who have
preceded me, e ecial{y y the gentlemen fr(:}
Connectient and Virginia. (Mr. Pitkin a
Mr. Sheffey) and ¢ontenting myself with an
earnest uest, that their remarks be nu? for-
gotten, and that in your zeal for eonquest you
do not beggar your people, I hasten to present

PP R FOURTH PAGRE.

* It was well remarked by Mr. Pearson, that
the constitut:onal rule of ascertaining the contri-
bution of ench individuct-to-the yatisfaction of
the public debtywas ta be collected fron the sys-
tem of divect taxes. Supposing the debt which
will have been created by the Canada war by the
close of the next campaign to be ninety millions, |
every man may ascértain how much of his pro-

his ehschoter, is 1o longer enlogised as ¢ su-|perty is morigaged for its piyment, by advert
per-enirifent’ but deaounced by the ehampions |ing fo his ortion of the direct tax. The whole

amount of this direct taw’isthree milliens.—

the ganty,

ed our military character were uot then antiei-|chusetts legisfature, and espeeially that of

to supercede the necessity of the praeties. '3

seruples in yieldiug i supports This, sir, isug -

G the:ir_puwm: is greatest, and leaves Great|strongest persoval and political friends. And
¢ Britain at IIbErl.j', and gives her time to aug-|for their true interests<—their fuir :ifm’ i
¢ ment her forces in our heighborhood.” claim to feel a conectn as sinceres a zeal

ately, and witha fixed,.

\
.

on Great Britain might have beer in relation to

cenrts tie friendship of a fallen tyrant e | Muyltiplying therefore each man’s divect taa by

' ‘nlmuxialu orders were revoked, the eause -of
‘war removed, and an louerable apportunity afs

At & time nlen !_l-.-r flonting bolvavks were her

e ]

seamen, she was nat without ler elaims on ns.|

Rtris not for me (o say inwhat manner the | thirty, will zive the sheve of the whole ded., for
@upule nbout scamien is 10 be settled. Qntbis which-he may Ve eonsidered cs linble, :

»

-_— - bt Tt e . ¢ e

present not relinquishing your objections to the, %4




