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Congress.

MR. PEARSON’S SPEECH,
On the bill authorising a loan of $21,000,000.
(coNTINUED.)

M:. Chairman, however much this war was|
justly deprecated, in its eriginy, however dis-,
astrous and hateful it ma§ haxe beeome m ity

rogress, | acknowledge, with peculiar satis-
¥.uﬂ§u, that my a jons for the exing.
ence of my eountry, its laws and instiguio!\s,
have greatly subsided. The events in Eu-
rope, us unexpeeted as they have been sudden
und glorious, have eleared the ancient hori-
zon of the gloomy despotism which had well
nigh overwhelmed and extinguished every ray
of freedom in Europe, have dispelled the mist
which bas so long clonded our atmosphere,
and cxposcd to publig view the tendency of
ourill fated policy. Yes, sir, for/my country and
for the eause of humanity, I do rejoice that the
charm of Napoleon’s invincibility is broken,
that the ehains he had prepared for mankind
are rent asunder, und that his power is about
to become harmless, if not totally annihilated.
A new birth has been givén to liberty in Eu-
rope, and I trust it will be cherighed with a
hoi' zeal. With ourselves, I no longer con-
gsider the unfortunate eontest in which we are
engaged, as invulvinﬁ‘the question of the guillo-
gine ; ne longer whether we ¢ spall or net be a

ople.”” Many valuable lives may yet be lost
in the proseeution of this war, the couuntry
may he overwhelmed with a debt, whieh een-
turies of prosperity will sca_rcs-ljr enable our
posterity to-pay ; much individual suffering
and privation may be inflicted, and thousands
of ¢orrupt and eorrupted sycopbants of power
may feed and fatten on the public spoils; bat
the balance of power in Europe restored and
preserved, the good sense-of this nation must
and will rid us of the war—our liberties will
out-ride the storm, and ear constitatien sur-
vive the wreek. Buppose the scene to harve
f\au;ed, and Bonaparte at this moment giving
aw to the whele continent—England, our pre-
sentenemy, might and probahly would full 3
ﬁli‘lﬂd aot _
of the mighty tyrant—<what then would be oar
fute ? Is there a virtuous man among us, what
lover of his country, whose nerves are so!
stroug as not to tremble at such a prospect ?
Our own country, the only thén remaining
nursery for any thing like the great prineiples
of free government, would have fallen a prey
to the great spoiler. Our lilerty alone would
afford a sufficient temptation, and we should
soon experience the reality of a tyrant’s love.'

Bome gentlemen of the majority, particular-
ly the houorable member from Louisiana,
é:;. Robertson) shudder at the idea of Eug-

’s inereased power and influence. It
would have been well for the country, had
those gentlemen caleulated differently and more
accurately the dogtrine of cliances, before we
wer® involved in this war. What their cal-
eulations on the events of' Earope really were,
I pretend motto say. The prospeet was too
big not to have beeu seew, and ought to have
been regarded by all prudent politicians. I
well know what were my own fears, and those
of my political friends—the very veverse of
what has come to pass. It camnot be forget-
ten, that the storm was gathering on the con-
tinent, whilst the elouds were lowering bere—
it burst upon Russia almost at The same mo-
ment it flashed npon us—the legions of France
poured into Russia, whilst ogr forces marched
towards Canada, This extraordinary coinei-
dence eould not well have been the eftect of
actident or ebanee. Gentlemen could not but
refleet on the conseqnences and the effect of
our apparent eo-operation. Ifthey regret the
result of the European contest, they ‘must have
desired the success of Bonaparte; they must
have prepared tiremselves to ensounter the
scenes which I have bul so feebly ‘deséribed,
and which have filled my mind with so much
“seeret dread and inward horror.”

The présent sitnation and' prospeets of Eu-
rope, so far from threatening the existence of
our country, affordto my understanding the
animating prospeet of returning peace, and
-ought to_stimulate our desires and efforts to
restore its blessings. England, it is frue, has
no less to fear; she may give more efficient
proteetion to her Canada pussessions, and in-
orease the annoyauée of our exposed sea eoast ;

- but her power is not essentially inereased, our
coumri‘; is in no danger of being overrun—
were this attempted, it would become the ho-
ly cause of defence, in which there would be
no division—in such a ease, even “ weakness
would become strength.” — Were it necessary,
security against the power of England would
‘be fonnd in those nations whe have lately re-
deemed themselves from the yoke of Bopa-
parte. Can-it be believed, that the spirif
Which animated the betrayed Srpahiu"d, and
0

e

armed him with all the energy of despair ; the
Spirit which nerved the arm of the Russian

and kindled up a holy flame among the sub-

Jocted nations of Europe, will be s0 eastly ex<

Sir, T will not helieve so meanly of them.—
They have an interest ia the proper limitati-
ons of power—ihey have en interest in eom-
merce and in the ocean—they have an interest
in our friendship and our prosperity, These
considerations, whilst they tend to lessen the
imagined power of England, offer additional
inducements for us (o desire peace ; they im-
(peratively demand that we should repeal the
embargo, and the whole hlack eatalogue -of re-
strictions on commerce, which serve only to
impoverish your citizensjand make sport for
;uur enemies. All imaginable inducements
or euutinuin§ your suicidal restrictioes are
now atan end—all the ports of the eontinent
are now.open to us and to Great Britain, she
can ueither be starved by our embarga or
thrown into insurreetion by eour uon-inter-
course—repeal then your embargo—Ilet our
industry find its zeward in. the Biugry markets
of Europe ; thie will give citerprize to sotmen,

lected from the following extract fromthe
cure d¢ France, & Parigign Jjournal,
thority, pablished in

ing

parte nx this country,

wereggaessary o prove that yotbing short of itreaty s

unenic iﬁ:?fw%iﬁt or W Eith"'ﬁﬁ A
eld-dpp ;

land, we

be condidered aur restrictive systemy and
ticularly the luz of Mareh, lsil::::y heﬂ.@a ght of G. Beltain in this ease not denied;
Mev-ithe abases fowing From it, would justify the Us .
of bigh au- nesh
ril, 1811 § afier speak-
opted againct England,
by the Euvopeon allies of Franco-—s
merie@ns,”’ says this Jourmal, << on their part,
are esfablishing in the new world, anoter con-
tinental sysiam, which draws still eloser the
bloekade to which England has I%Btﬂd her-
self by menacing Franee, &e.”
Gazettes all hold a similar
it Jor granted thac we hay
the I
from the emperor hidhself.

th2 measares

_ French
*Innguage,” and take

I"League—ihese opinions emanate

If fui'lier evidence, of the desagnds of Bona-
ta conforot to his system,

ease im; 1 woild 2ofer to Tie

The A-

e become members of

Mr. Midison on this artiele, he says—<< Werg

mited St in elaiming and expecting a diss
conting .M of its ;?,.ﬁi.., Bu]; the Eight is
denied, and'on the best grounds,” Ia the pros
gress of the distussions on the subjeet of im.
reesment, we afe informed by Monroe and

inkneg % the British commissioners felt the
stronges! repugnéuee to a formal renuneiation

high seas, sueh seamen as should appear to.be
theiriowy subjects ; and they presse ur-.m us
with much zeal; as a substitate for such an a-
bandonment, & provisien that the persons nom-
posing the ertws of our ships, should be furnish-
ed with guthientie documents of eitigenship, the
nature and form ofdwhieh cl.dul!:l_he settied iy

t thot® doeuments should complete.
e 25

i 1) rwhoy they rélated &,
ke g MIon was rijected. ” Quwreninis,

of their ¢laim to take from ouy vessels, on the |

jand raise the drooping spirits of the laberor.

policy, to a direet and mnequivocal eo-opera-
tion with the avowed ohjects of France. What

France coneeived the gigantie project of accom-

total interdietion of her commerce with all other
nations.

into & ge-operation with this great eontinental
tsystem, whieh, iu the language of Bonaparte,
/it order to be
| 'The history of the various decrees and regala-
tions by whieh this system vas to bind up the
\eommeree. of the w orld, and the practical con-
fornmity of this
hon-intereourses, non-importatiens, &e. has
becn so fully and clearly stated by an hon. gen-
tleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Bigelow) as
to forbid even an attempt at repetition.—1hat
hon. gentleman, however, seemied to think, that
whilst France demanded and enforeed compli-
aiee from the nations on the eontinent, in the
most publie, official and dictatorial style, there

demand was made on the
United States,

It is true, sir, the public

government of the

relations with France,
ems it to cummunieate, and some of those

ter of surprise, that such a record as (he gen-
tleman speaks of, should not be found on our
tables in haec verba—but, sir, we are not with-
out evidence, and that too of the most public
and positive character, given by Bonaparte and
his ministers oh this very point. Turn to the
Berlin deeree of 1806, an
of 1807 : there you will find all nations, with-
out exeeption, required ta conform to the ma-
ritime code of Franee, and denunciations,
threatening the enraged vengeance of Franee,
to ulight on those who refusc ar negleet to com-
ply. When the American minister at Paris,
humhllf asked, whetherthe treaty. which then
existed between this eountry and France, was
thus to be violated by inc uding America in
the seopé of those deerees ; the answer was
at firsta little e quivoeal, but soon beeome cer-
tain by the capture and condemnations of our
vessels, and the explieit declaration of Cham-
pagny, * that the law was general, and admit-
ted of no exceptions.” What demand could
have been more public than those decrees—
what.more explicit than their practieal opera:
tion on our eommeree, and what more official
than the written declaration of the minister
of foreign affairs ? Task gentlemen, what het-
ter testimony could we have given, of prompt
and ready aequiescence, than by our embargo
of December 1807 ; the recommendation of
which was the immediate consequence of dis-
patches from France, and net a knewledge
of the orders in council of G. Britain. This
sclf-destroying measure mot the smiles and
apptobation of Benaparte ; he promounced it
A meguanimous resistanee to the maritime ty-
raavy of Great Britain.——Whilst this mea-
sure was continued and enforeed “with rigour,
it was applauded by the great author of the
continental system. Whenever the sufferings
and clamors of oar ewn oppressed eitizens
caused a temporary relaxation, we were de-
nounced and punished for disobediencer 1 will
not tax you, sir, with the disgusting recital of
the multiplied and uniform deelarations of the
Emperor of France, and the language of all
his state papers, shewing the character of his

placed. by him on pur complianee. These de-
erees are deelared to be the fundamental law
of his empire—the flag is to be eonsidered an
extension of territory, and the nagion which suf-
fers it to.be violated, forfeits its neatrality. In
March, 4841, (previous to a kuowledge of our
unfortunate non-intereourse law of that month)
the emperor in an address to his council of com-
merce, -thus ‘expresses himself: ¢ The fate
of Ameriean commerce will saon he decided—]
will favour it if the United States eonform them-
selves to these deerees., In a contrary oase
their vessels will be driven from my empire,
The commereial relations with England must

Iu revicwing the leading poliey of the admin- | t L his
istration for the last six or seven years, the|ted his project for negociation,
mind is struek with the peeuliar tendency he says) our relationsin a point of view both
(whatever may have been the motives) of that, novel and m;j:reuwe. the emperor did net know

hus beem the great and primary objeet of sir,
France ? The destruction of Eugland—despuir- subjeet, I have a document before me, the an-
ing ﬂfeﬂ'ccting his purpose by invasion, or the thentieity and official _eharuc!er of which is
chances of ordinary eombat, the tyrant of now no longer te be denied or questioned, which

All the great powers on the continent letter of en. Turreau, ;
of Europe, were cither compclied or seduecd .to Robert Smith, Esq, late Seeretary of State,

effectual, must be complete.—

government by its embargoes,

was no offieial document to prove thatasimilar

: have not been pe-
euliarly favored with gfficial knowledge of our

. - ! and as Congress only
ng resist the eolossal power set such séplips and extraets as the etecutive
e

most seeret and confidential ; it is not a mat-

the Milan decree

continental system, and proving the estimate funtouched, and reasonable seeurity afforded a-

eorrespondeace of Mr. Rarlow,; eur late min-
ister t» Franee—when this gentleman subnit-

and placed (as

‘how he could reconcile the provisions to the
principles of his great continentul system. But,

in the absence of all other testimony on this

proves the wost unequivoeal and formal de

plishing the destruction of Great Britain, by a: mand on our government to' accede to the mar-

litime confederation. 1 allude to the eelebrated

late minister of France,

dated 14th June, 1809.—Among the least of the
abominations eontained in this letter is the fol-
lowing paragraph :—# I have thought it was
not incompatible with my duty to submit to the
wisdom of your government, the new ¥hanees,

offer to the eommereial interests of the United
States, and the inconveniences which nay re-
sult frem their refusal to accede Jormally to the
principles of the maritime confederation.” That
we have been formally and ofticially required
to eonform te the views and poliey of France,
I think 1 have fully established—how far we
bave yielded to those views and that poliey, by
our restrietive systems, and how far embraced
them by our war, I leave to history to decide,
and the impartial world to judge.

Mr. Charrman— It is time we should pause—
itis time we should seriously refleet, whether
any, and what essential, praetieal, attaimable
good is to result from the presecution of this
war—ithe great oljeet forwhich it was declai-
ed, the o1 Jers in couneil, hae now ecased to ex-
ist._ The question of impressment alone re-
mains—this question I do believe ean be so ar-
ranged as to exempt our native seamen from a-
buse, and give to Great Britain reasonable seeu-
rity against the employment of her seamen on
board our public and private vessels, The
right asserted by Great Britain, to impress her
subjects from on board our merchant vessels
may rewain undecided. 'The abuses of whieh
we complain, have arisenin a great degree from
|the troubled state of the European world, and
the peculiar inducements which our merehant
serviee held out for the employment of foreign
seamen ; and not solely from the assertien of
an abstruct prineiple—a prineiple, which Imay
be permitted to say, is recogniged, and prac-
tised on by France and every maritime nation
of KEurope. But, sir, if the right is denied, if

her own subjects,
the power of eompelling her to abandon it > Is
there u gentleman in this house—is there an|
intelligeut man in the nation, who does, or onnf
believe that the abandenment of thjs right is to |
be extorted by the war in which we are engag- |
ed ? 1 believe not, sir, '
It is not a little remarkable, (hat we should!
now he at war for an objeet which did nat pro-|
duce the declaration of war—for a prineiple
whieh Was never even attempied to be udjosted
by the present admivistration. previeus tu the
commeneement of hostilities, anb whieh was to-
tally exerlooked or disregarded iu the arrange-
ment made with Mr. Erskine in 1809, and is
not named in any of the conditions te our res-
trietive laws, by whieh commerce and inter-
sourse were to he resfored with Creat Britain.
This perhaps exhibitsa phenomenon in the his-
tory of wars and polities. Believing the gues-
tion of impressment susceptible of practieal ar-
rangemont, I have always deemed it- unfortun-
ate, that the instructions given to Messrs. Mon-
roe and Piakney, id the attempted negoeiation,
during the adm{nislmtiun of Mr. Jefferson, re-
quired an absolate abandenment of the right,
instead of leaving n discretion with the com-

which the changes brought about in Europe,|.

sioners were asked to slate, what eqdfvulent

the serviees of her seamen, if the right of im:
pressment were abandoned.

The only proposition in reply, was, that pro:
vision might be made for giving the aid of the
local authorities of the United States to appre-
hend and restore deserters frem their vessels s
and that laws should be passed to be reciproeal;
making it penal for the commanders of Ameris
ean vessels to tuke deserters from the publie
or private vessels of Great Britain. =Tlis pro~
position only relating to cases of real desertion,
was of course not deemed a suflicient equivalent.
|Had we then thought of going the length of
cexcluding British seamen from ou beard our
| vessels (as has been sinee done by what is ealls
jed the seamen’s bill) the resalt might havé been
'different. 1f indeed our administration were
|dispesed, at that time, to aceept a treaty on g«
'ny terms.

The British commissionets having assaured
Messrs. Monree and Pinkney that their govern-
ment was willing te do any thing in its powes
to satisfy the U. States on the ground of their
eomplaints, which might be done without a re-
linquishment of their claim. They presented
a note containing anm arrangement on the sub-
Jjeet of impressment, which was acceded to U
our commissioners, and of the eentents of whic
they thusspeak—< We persuade ourselves that
by accepting the invitation whieh it gives, and
proceeding in the negoeiation, we shall place
the business almost,if not altogether, on a9
good a footing as we shounld have done by trea.

ed.” 'Fhis arrangement, (as I before state

1 price of this war will purehase a better arrange-
ment, or give greater secarity (0 onr seamen, is
to my mind extremely preblematical. )
An hen. gentleman, EMr. Ingersol) I will
not say the “principal representative,” but
eertainly the prineipal speaking représentative
from Pennsylvania, in an elahorate speech the
other day, passing the orders in eouneil, and
scareely glancing at the question of impress.
ment, in his deep researches, brought forth a
new, and bitherto, unforseen eause for the war,
and an additional inducemert - for its eontinm-
ance, =,
This diseovery is found by that gentieman in
the violation of the prinei
make free goods.” "T'his primeiple may be eons
venient to Franee, ot nations possessing little
maritime strength, and who are frequently en-
gaged in wars 5 but to us, whe dre eapable of

the claim, set up by Great Britain, to impress | being our own cartiers; wheose-interest it is té
i totally unfounded, have we!

have ourown vessels employed in our own trade,
and not in that of other nations s and whe are;
or may become, u great commercial and muri-
time power, such a prineiple eanuot be desira-
ble. That'it is mot the established law of na-
tions, k have no hesitation in asserting, It iy
unnecessary--it wonld be worse than idle now
to diseuss the prineiplé which the gentleman

bras so much labored. Let it suffice to know, -

that ever:r administratien i this eountry has
practised on the contrary deetrine, and no one
of them eontended for the doctrine now adyunes
ed, as being mecessary for the interest of thiy
covntry, of sanctioned by the law of nativias.
‘Fhe treaty made by Mr. Jay with G. Britgin in
1794, contained wo such principle. The cole-
brated insttuetions to Monroe and Finkyuey,

by Mr. Jefferson, expressly diselaime.. such a
principle. For the satisfaetivn of the gentle-
man, (Mr-Ingersol) amd that only, I might add
the authority of Mr. Clay, one of the commis-
sioners intrusted with the negociation to be o-
pened at Gottenburgh, directly mililmin? a-
gainst the dectrine  free ships make fres
goods.” Having mentioned the name of one of
our negeeiators, (Mr. Clay) ¥ may be permit.

missioners, or devising some equivalent by
which the abstract right might have remained

gainst the complaints of both parties. To shew
that our government, in their negociatians on
the subject of impressment, uniformly stiekled
for the abandonment of the vight, instead of at-
tempting to regulate its exereise, I will refer to
the mstruetions of Mr. Monroe in 1804, and
the eorrespondencs which terminated ina trea-
ty with Great Brituin, signed by our eommis-|
sionersy Monroe and Pinkney, avd an arrange-
ment on the subject of impressment, which those

ntlemen declared to be both safe and Fonora- :
gfe to the U, States—Bat all of which, usfor-
tunately, wege rejected by Mr. Jefferson.

The first tini':in those instructions requires

tingwished? 'That those nations whe have

cease.” Thus, sir, we are not lef\ to eonjee-
ture te know what was the judgment afm-'

from G. Briiain the repunciation of the * cjaim

ted here to observe, that althouglf I am wuet
without hope and expeectation of a favorable ter<
mination of the war, bottomed on the proposi-
tions of -the British government, whick have
been aeteded to by our administration, I eonfess
this hope and expeetation is net strengthened
by the Knowled have of the sentiments of (he
gentleman to whom I have alluded—on the cons
trary, I do not eonceive, that any allainable
treaty with G. Britain ean he signed by that
gentleman, vonsistently with his declarations
publiely nttered in this hall, and afterwards des
liberately written and publislied to the world,
That 1 niay be distinetly undersiood, and avoid
deing the least possible injustice, to a gentice.
man who has Lis admirers, and who is not pre-
sent to hear me, I wilknot trust to my recollee«
tion for a reeital of his opinions, but refer to a

to take fro on board our vesseld; wa the high
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specel dehivered by him ou fhiw floor, on the si
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they conld offer. for seeuring to Greal Britain®

wags rejected by our execitive, and whethes the °

“ that free ships -

vritten by the presegt executive, and sancioned -
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ty, had the praject we offered them been adapt- < i
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