* iJeiters Ras reached you

“modore’s plan, -stretehed to the senthward,

d Jieard that Buened Ayres was in a state ol;

_ouly.onee on the coastof America, which was should 1fail of meeting hiim, hoped to be com-
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lantie, now ealled the Kssex Junior; 1 e
with twenty.guns.and gave command
Lieut!Dowanes, !
- Liestenant Downes had

command of .Commvdore James tlillyar,’con
sisting of the frigate- Phoebq,
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Nuval shi
Naval Tutelligenee, his soen  The Hlacocn and. Chordls hod beer

CAPIURE OF THE ESSEX: FRIGATE!
Copy of a lefter from tain Porter, to the Se«
cretary 0fthe Navy.

Esscx Junior, July 3d, 1814, at sea.
Bir—I bave dope myself the hononr to ad-|

zil, andy om their return from their eroize, join
ed the squadron’sent in search of me tothe Pa
cifie.- My ship; as it may be supposed, after be

kerefare; consider it ceeded, now, in eo

give you t&r&fﬁiﬂvyd’ym-.,m !‘)rises, to the wsland of Neua’li

necessary to !
ried. R - ’s island, lying in the

LI

ge<dings since that

reed

]
gninbridge,) to Port Praya, Ferwanlo de No- tereasks, her old ones beiug entirely decayed,
ronho, and Cape Pria's and arrived at each ‘and took om board from my prizés provisions'ships ever after eonstantiy withm hail of each  Findidg that the enemy hiad i in his |
pince on_the ‘day nsgoiqta'd to meet him,  On and_stores for upwards of four mopths, and other, there were no hopes of any advantages qioose his distance, X naw gave up 4
my .pas Afrom Port Prayato Fernaade de sailed for the eoust of - Chili on the 43th De-'to my eountry from & lomger stay in port.

«Noronho,

41,000l slerlilgin.gpeeie, sent her under com- Hammond u\ndtr the guus of a hattery, which more strongly indueed to do so, as I had gained men and destroy her. Every thing seemed |
nehy for Ameriea. | ernized -1 ereeted for their provection; (after taking certain intelligence that the Tagus, rated 88, favor. my wishes: . 'We had s
«off Rio de Janéiro, and about Cape Frioy until possession of this fine island for the Umt_nd and two olher frigates, had sailed for the%en in ' shore within musket shot, an
the L2th January, 1818, heariug frequedtly of States, and estiblishing the wmest friendly in- pursuit of me; and I had reason to expest'the of succeeding, "ﬂleh! in an insfant, the Wif‘
fiis
poy

aand of Lieut.

dhe Commodore, by vessels from Bahia. 1here tereours: with the matives.) 1 left them under
safftured but one sclhooner, with “hides and tal« the charge of Licut. Gamble of the marines, America, where she had heen sent for

fow'; Isent her into Rio. 'I'he Montague, the ‘with twenty-onc men, with orders to repair 1o

adairal’s ship, being in pursuit of me, my pro- Valparaiso afier a certain period. .

aisions new getting short, and finding it neces-| I arrived on the coast of Chili on the 12th
wary to look out for wsupply, to enable me to | January, 18143 losked nto Couerption -and
meetthe Commodere by the tst of April, off Valpuraiso, found at both pluces only three
8t Helena, 1 proceeded to the island of St Ca-!Euqlish vessels, und learned that the sqnadron
tharines, (the last place of rendezvous on the whieh suiled from Rio de Jameiro for that sea
-coast of Brazil,) as the most likely to supply had vetbeen huacd of sinee hieir departare, and
my wants, and, at the same time, ifford me that | were supposed Ly be lost iu endeavoring to dou-
-secrecy necessary to emable me to elude the Bri- ble Cape Horn, .
stish ships-of war -on the eoast, and expeeted . 1 had completely broken ap the British navi-
‘theres . I here eould procure enly wood. watery igation in the Pacifie ; the vessels which had
wad rum, and a few bags of flour ; and hearnrg not been captured by me, were luid np and dare
of the Commodore’s getion with the Java, the not venture out. 1 had affarded the most ‘am-
eapture of the Hornet by the Montague, and of i ple protection,to our own vessels, which were,
4 ednsiderable augmentation of the British jvn my arrival, very numerous and unprotected.
foree ‘on the coasi, and of several being impur-| The valuable whule fishery there #s entirely
suit of me, I found it necessary to get to'senas |destroyed, and the aetual injory we have done
woon-as possible. ‘Tnow, agreeably to'the Com- [them muy. be estimated at two and a 'kalf mil-
lions of doilars, independent of the-expenses of
tthe vessels in seareh of me. They have far-
pished me amply with sails, ecordage, cnhles,
anchers; provisions, medieines and stores ol eve-

seouring the coast as far as. Rio de Ja Platac

stacvation, aud eould net u;‘nr_v our wants
mnd that the government sf Monteviedo was|ry deseription; and the slops on board them
wery inimieal tous. The Commodore’s instrue-|huve furnished elothing for the seamen. We
tions now Jeft it eomplétely diseretionary with thad in fuet lived on the enemy since I had been
e what course to pursue, and 1 determined on|in that sea, every prize having proved a well
dollowing that which had not only met his ap- found store ship for me. 1 had not yet heen
probation, but the approbation of the then 8e- under the necessity of drawing hills on the de-
eretary ofthe Navy. - Laccordingly shaped my 'purtment for any objeet, and had heen enabled
eourse ‘for the Pacific: and afier suffering to make considerable advances to my officers
:rmtly from short allowanee of provisions, and and crew on account of pay.
ecavy gales off Cape Hori, (for which my ship  For the unexampled time we hod Kept the
and men were illy provided,) I arrived at Val- sea. my erew had continued remarked healthy :
&araisn ou the 14th March, 1813. 1 here took 1had Ll one ease of the seurvy, 2nd had lost
as much jerked beef, and other provisiony, as ouly (he following men by death, viz.
my ship would conveniently stow, and ran down | fulan 8. Cowan, Licutenant,
the cvast:of Chili and Peru : in this track 1] Robert Miller, Surgeon,
fell in with & Perggian eorsair, which had on| Levi Holmes, Q. Beaman,*
Doard twenty-four Americans as prispoers, the] Edwurd Sueeny, de.
ercwd of two whale ships, whieh she had taken| SamuckGroce, Seaman,
ou the eoast of Chili. ‘The captain informed| James Spafford, Guuner’s Mata,
me that, as-the allies of Great Britain, they| Benjumin Geers,
would eapture all they sirould meet with, inex~|  John Rodgrrs, ; Qr. Gunners.
ctation ofta war between Spain and the Uni-| Andrew Mahan, Corporul of Marines,
fd'ﬁtates. I ‘consequently threw all bis guns | Lewis Price, Private Vinrive, |
and amnmunition inte the sea, liberated the A«| I haddone all the iijury that conld be done
mericans, wrofe a_respeetful letter to the Viee [the British commerce in the Pacifie, and still
Roy expluining the eause of my procecdings, (hoped to signalize my eruise by somcthing
which rdelivered to ber eaptain. I then pro- [more splendid before leaving  that sea. 1
eeeded for Lima, and re-eaptured one of the !thenglt it wet mmprobaiie thet Commodare
vessels as she, was entering the port. From Hillysr wight have kept his arrival seeret, and
thenee I proeeeded for the Gallapagos islands, believing thathe would seek e at Valparaiso,
where I crnized from the 417th April, antil the as the most likely plaee to tind me, I therefore
3d October, 1843 ; during whieh time I touch-d determined .to eriise ahout that pldaee, and

Jor the purpose of procuring a supply of {resh pensated by theewpture of some merebant ships,

water, as none is to be found ameng those i-'said to be expected frem kngland.

slands, which are perhaps the most barrea and| ‘The Phabe, agreeably to my ¢xpectations,

desolate of any known. : ‘eame to seck me at Valparaiso, where I was
While among this group, I eaptured the fol- aneliored with the Hssex, my armed prize the

lowing British ships, employed _chiefly in the  Kssex Junior, under the command of Lient.

¥ -‘.",‘ : t; ID;&’Yi .‘J-- I' ..: it

e, ca . Arin 1 b Etr
kept: as.a_store ship, to contain the-stores of {audBilo
?l'izu, Dﬁenﬂqr!' for us§ and'the-At- l b ri

quiprel

_ eé;ioyed' the prizes
to Valparaiso, and, on'his return; bronght me
letters, informing ‘me that-a sgnadron under the

_ of - 36 guns, the
Racoon and Cherab sloops of 'war, and a store
of 20.guns; had sailed ou the oth July for

secking me for some time on' the coast of Bra'-[

ing near a year at'sea, required some repairs to-thg advantage in point of suilingyand onde sue-
put her in a state to meet them ; whieh 1 de-
drss you, repeatedly, since I-left the Dela-!termined (o da; and bring them to aetion, if /1
ware § but have scareely a hope that one of my could meet them on nearly equal téins, I pro-[down & « 4he Cherub, whiéh was 2 4-@miles to
y with the remainder of
eevah, or
: eshington ]

I sailed from the Delaware on the 27l of group, discovered by a Captain lagrabam of
October, 4812, and repuired, with all diligenee, Bostons here [ eaulked and completely over-
to instructions from. Commodere hauled my ship, made for her a new set of wa-|canfest with me on m:nrly-eaual terms, and/action! hat,str:

capturel hia’ Britavnic majesty’s cember, $813. Previons to satling, 1 seenred therefure defermined to put to sen the first op- moment, scemed to favor the design, 1 de&
-packet Nocton; and after taking eut about the Beringapatam, Greenwich, aud Sir Audrew portanity which should offer; and I ‘was the! mined to endeaver tp.run her on shore, land

{where hoth ships kept up a hot raking fire.

ey on both ships, with an _in{éhition of Mying the =
ud 48 Photbeon board. The ﬁﬁil% nrbothgdeg wos
el Yoduced by prizes, ameualed unly to 255 now tremendous 5 1 hid fet fall m ',f?rg.fop.,.,, .
u&ﬁ ‘The Essex Jupior,” Which was intended sail and fore-sail, but the waut of tacks and
e ¥ &s a store ship, mou 20° guns, ten sheets rendered the‘hr'i.mb‘tf‘uiél‘m' 10 his-——veba) -
18 pound carronades, and ten ghort 8, With we Were enabléd, for a short ﬂﬁa‘, to close with:":.
osdy 60men on board. In reply to their mot: the enemy ;. and although our deeks’ were new © 4
to,. L wrote at my mizen, # God, ‘our Country strewed witli'dend,.nn_lﬁmr‘ cock-pig illed -_,. ’fo’,
and Liberty ; Tyrants offend them.” : ‘watnded—tlthough quf ship had bedilfeyer &

On gotting their. provisions gn bosrd, “they ' times on fire, and was rendered a pe Gl
wept off the port for the purpose of bloekading we were still encouraged to |
mé, wlicre they eruised for pearly’ six weeks ; from the ciremmstance of the Clieral,
doring whieh time 1 endegvited to provoke. u,[_ir:lppled state, being eompelied to ia i) off
chillenge, aud frequently, bt imefectually, todid nof return fo'“e?nia attion Aptinin

bring the Phahe alone to actien, firgt hoth| she appavently had it in ber powe o ¢ h
- 'y ships, and afterwards \ «ship, kept up a distant firing with fer lon; guns,
-iwith botly exews on board. " ¥ waws'sé times['The Phabe, frgm our. ul’.u(g, 4s eps

- under way, and aseertamed that 1 hadgreatly abled howevery by édg{ng off, Lo ehnpse

; distanee which best suited her long guds, :
cseded in closing within gus shat of the Phebe, | kept up @ {reméndous fire on nﬂm

ltﬁd comnienced a fire on her, when she ran down m’-"“"_&.ﬁmﬁiuui by_l Bein, Mi-
. b wras 2 4~ miles to |ny of my ks =i bEen renderad ifeTesy by thy
leewatd ; this exeired somte surprize and eX-|encmy’s shot, and many of thedrhad hiad (heir

pressions of indignation, as previows to my get- | whole, erews destroyed. We manned them °
ting ander way, she hove tao off the pert, hoist-| again from those whichi were tﬁiible‘d,"ﬁﬁi’
ed her motto flag-and fired & gun to windward. gun'in particufar was'three times manoed— -
| Com. Hillyar seemed determined to avoid a'fifteen men were slain af’ B in the cou q}‘ 6
1 _ uge as it may appéar, 1
eeping both his|tain of it eseap with only a slight weund.
DOwer

. ave up all hop
I'of closing with him, aud, as‘the wind, fnrm s

frdm his extreme prudenee in’

approached flip”
d Hnid no doubt
arrival of the Racoon fromn the N. W. ¢bast ofishifted from the land "as is yery common i t
ﬁ"pfﬂ_'-_"pnrt in the latter part of the duy) and.
pose of destroying onr Far estahlishwi¢nt on the onr head down o the Pheebe, w{wra ‘We wers
-Columbin. A rendezvous was appointed for' again exposed to. a dreadful rakin M

1

. fire. |
the Esscx Junior, and every arrangemest made'ship was now totally 'unmunaguaE[e; yet, 48

for sailing, and' I intended to let them chase me; her head was toward the eneniy, and la fo leg=
off, to give the Essex Junior an opportunity 6f' ward of me, 1still hoped to be able fo boa
eseaping. On the 38th March, the day aftér' him. At this moment Lt. Commandan) Downe$.
this determuration was formed, the wind eame eame on board to receive m orders, pudef
(on to blow fresh from the southward, when Ilthe impression that I shoild seon be a priseps
parted my larboard cable and dragged ‘my star- er. "He could be of nause to me in the thén
board anehor directly out to sea. Not a mo- wretched state of the Essex ; and ﬁpdiri (f '
nient was to be lostin getting sail on'the ship. the enemy’s putting his helm up) that Ig fast
The enemy were elose i with the -poiat_'for_m- ‘attempt at boarding would nut Succeed, I ﬂ[nrecf-
ing the west sidé of the bay ; but en wpéning ed him, after he--had been about 10 minutes an
them, I syw a prospect of passing to windward, hoard, to return to his-own ship, to be preyiﬁ
when'T topk in my lo?_sgugnt,-sa.llﬂ, which were | for defending and destroyiog her in case of ale
set over gingle reefed top-sails, and braced up tack. He took with him severa) of my Wounds
for this parpose ; but on rounding tlie point, a |

ed, leaving three of hig hoat’s erews on board to
keavy squall struck the ship and earried away : ey e b

ipa make room for them, - The Cherali vow bud agy:
her main-top-mast, precipitating the men who|opportunity of distinguishing hevaelf, by keepa
were aloft into the 'sew, who were 'zqu_wned.ii"' iup @ hot fire on him during his rethrn,
Both ships now gave chase to me, and I 'éndea- The slaighter on héard my ahip had npw
vored in my dicatded state to regain the port t! came hozrible, the engmy cantintiig $o rak
but ﬁndm? 1 could not reeover the eommon ane and we unable to bring a gun (o bear. T
chorage, 1 ran ¢luse into a small bay, aboutifore directed a hawser to he bent {9 the!
three-quarters of a mile to leeward of the batte-'anchor, and the anchor to be cut from (Ke. lsows
ryyon the east side of the harbor, and let go my 'to hring her head round : this speeceded, Wo
anchor within pistol ghot of the shore, where lagain got our broadside to her, and asthe.
intended to repairmy tl‘-maﬁcs as 500n 88 POs- my was inweh erippled and unable “‘ o
sible. The enemy continued to approach, and own, I have uo doubt ke would m‘l-’hu'e‘dri
shewed an evident intention of ‘attaeking, re- ted out of guy shotbefore he d*““’.ﬂ'ﬂdwe
zardless of the neutrality of the place where Ilanchared, had not the hawser '“‘MP
was anchoreds and the eautip.n. observed in 'purted. My ship had taken fire several tinmon
iheir approach to the attack of the erippled G ’

_eri .during the action, but alarmin fo
'Kwsex was truly ridieulous, as whs their display ‘and aft at this mo:’nelt, the ﬂaned: 1::‘!;: K::t-
(of their motto flags, and the number of Jacks Des we "

ing up ench hatehway, and i [

at all their mast heads. I, with as much ex- te}qta!;ed of saving h'::-; qu:’)“mp:: Sere-aw
petition as cireumstances would admit of, got ghore did not exeeed tﬁm-ﬁnuﬁéu of & mile,
my ship ready for action, and endeavored (0 and I hoped many of my brave erew Would b
get-a spring on my eable, but had not suceeeded ghle to snve themselves, shquld e shi Mo
when the enemy, at 84 minutes after 3 P. M. yp, as 1 ‘was informed the fire was near the m
made his attaek, the Pheabe placing herself un- gazine, and the explosion Ul;luﬁ' it 3
der my steen, and the Cherab on my starboard powder below served o inerease tha!ﬁho“rhl g
botw ; but the Cherul vopufinding her situation our situation—our boats were destroyed by, the
i hot one; bore wp andiddn onder my stern also, enemy’s shot ; T, therefore, directed T s o

‘could swim to jup overboard, and eadeavor tg
guin the shore. Some reached ifwgome werp

o

oS

had got thtee long 12-pounders out of the stern

ports, which were worked with so much brave-.taken by the enémy, and some perished in- '!
ry and skill, #hatin a half an hour we so dis- attempt ; but mauty.’preferred cfa:i:shijlfh % A
whled toth asto eompel them to haul off tore- the fate of the ship. '\We, who ttinied, o

paif dﬂ-mgﬂa In the course of this ﬁl'iﬂg, 1 tarned our ‘_lt‘le!ltii_l. wh‘“y toex
had by the great exertions of Mr. Edward Bar- flames; and when we had sucéeeded o
newall, the A-ctinﬁti}ing-mute ry assisted by geain to our guns, where the firing was k'epl.-
‘Mr}Liu’scnu, the Boatswain, slu-,_ct_:eded n get- for some minutes, but the crew had by this ti
ting 'sg):ihgtoi ‘our eable three different times 3 beeome 8o weakened, that they all declared to
but the fire of the encmy wawso exceasivi that  me the impossibility of making further rovist.
hefore we eould get our broadside tu hear, they m_’,entreatef me to gurresder my ship 4
were shot away, and thus rendered pseless to  the wounded, as all firther atfe .Tt utla‘.
us. My ship had. received many injicies, and 'nosition mus ve ineffectual ﬂmnu?t — pe
several had been killed and wounded ; buttny|gun : H:d by lhe-deslr:tctiun of lhe"
brave afficers and men, notwithstandiug the ub= erews. X nowsent 'ﬁrﬁe officers: of divhi::

the ¢ d; \

favordble ~irenmstances under which .we were to gonsult them: b ; . _
rought teaetion, and the powerful furee oppo= % 4o e A My SUrprizo “/ ;

tinguishing th

: find only Acti Kni \
!_perma.celi whale ﬁulle_ry, ViZ. Downes, on the. look out off the harbor ; but, [sed ty ns, were no WRYS iscouraged—all ap- rem.iﬁ;‘;; \:lﬁlle‘:n:?::ed ‘I'hne“:'};ln:rr K“'Sf‘:&« 1 .
Letters of Marque, contrary to the eourse 1 thought he ' would pur-|pearéd determined to defend their ship to the ings the COHSitiun of the E'“;- n mf: unrssqe A
tons. men. guns, pirrced | sue, Comovodore Hiliyar brought with him the |jast extremity, and to dié im_preference to a'those on the spar deek were not ?n P> ;:k"’
Moptoznm&, 270 24 2 for - |Cherub sloop of war, mountizg 28 guns, cigh- shamefol surrender. Ourgaff, with the ensign-,mte). Lt. Wilmer, after . 7 tter A
Poliey, 17526 10 18 |eeen 32 pound carromades; eight 22°; wrd twe and the motfo Sagat the mizen, had been shot Tantly throughout tl.: lo!mlﬁ;‘a:d h; "k'”“ od
Georgmlml, 280 25 6 18  llong 9’s on the quurt-r deek and forevastle, amd away, but FREE TRADE AND SATLORS’ RIGHTS gyeprboard by a splintef while gettin “t'b m'il .
Green\ylch! 838 25 10 20 tm complement of 180 men." The furse of the eontinned to By at the fore. Qur ensign was /anchor from  the bows md‘ wa.s df sheed
Atlantie, 850 24 8 20 | Phetbe, is as follows: thirty hmg 18 pounders, re-placed by aunother; and to guard against a| Acting Lt. Jokin G. bo;wéil ad lost a Je nmie]d.
Rose, - 220 24 8 © 20 |pixteen 32 poumd carronades, ane howifzer, and similnr event, an ensign was made fastin the| Bdywd.. Barnewell, Aeting Baitin mas(’s-; I L.
Heetor, 270 25 11 20 |6 three pounders in the tops, in all 33 guns, and ' mizen rigging, and seversl Jacks were foisted |hoen carrieil.b#‘idé Iﬁersfeééivis : _:"! rad
Catharine, 270729 § 18 |a complement of 320 men ; muking g force of [in different purts of the ship. . ‘Lhe entmy, soon | wounds, o i lhe’brmi “d‘an‘éﬂ,' :h:e_‘*eﬁ_
* Beringapatam, 857 31 14 . 26 fstguns and 500 men;-in addition to whieliy repaired his damages for a fresh attaek; heiqg,d Acting, Lt Wm, H. me'wh::h d“‘."é‘
Charltan, 274 24 10 - 48 |they took on board the crew of wn English let-| now placed himself, with hoth his shipsy bnmy [knocked overboard from. the diand ad beew
New Zealander, %28 8 | 18  lter of marque laying in port.—Both ghips had |siarheard quarter, ont of Lhe reach of my ¢arre~ before, angd ‘did not regxi !hg shi Al instant
Sir A. Hammond, 81 12| 18 Ipicked erews, and were senl ito the Paciliv, in|nadés, qnj wheére my stern guns ew{?_ a9t be fthe ader.: 1 msi Pﬁ od ‘ﬁt.“";u aftet
T AT, e company- with-the Racoon of 22 ghais and athrought tobeary e there Kopt upw mdst gubls | pir, _0"Ml‘-‘iﬁﬁﬂfé"ﬁﬁ-ﬁ;ﬁi_':iil":l . eban‘
smﬂ 107 . store ship of 20 guus, for the express purpose of ling fire, which it was oat of oF 10 Fo-t¢ b - i S ‘lonn; : W ie birth
As someof these ships w \'fn;‘:tnml by ueekmgk-tbe Essex, and were ‘prepared with{turn, when T sawho prospeet of iujuring-Bim Lwonnded - were killed ':_"‘hi:e the. ed; that the
boats, mnd others by prizes, ,-'#Bl?en and flags bearing “the metto, * God an}l coun'ry i withost getting ander way nad, ing the ldr sing them, aud that, unless '"!'Sf“"’ wers
men had several opportunities of shewing their | British Sailors’ best-rights; Traitors offend |[assailant. - My top-sail “shi “and halards poedily WAy preven:it th a‘;?m'-u" was .
gn_lln.nta. SN A «  both.” This wis intendei us a~reply to my| wereall shot amay, as well as the jib 8ol fores] sink from the lm'mhernl'-u, ey lml"""'i"ouf' s0bn
Phe Rose and Cliarltow-were given up tothefioito,  Free Trade and Sgilors’ Rights,”” un- |topsmast-stagednil-hatiards. The suly om. At on sending for ¢ '0&.“; n her hota
Prisoncrs ; the Heotor, Catharive, and. Monte-|{der the _erroneous impression ‘f!'“ my erew fuot cat was the flying-jib g ! &t méd e thal au.lm -F El’eﬂtm:, he e
2una, | geigt to Valparaiso, where they werejwere ehiefi§ Englishmen, or ta sgunteract ils| beitig sait ] conkd set, 1 woundedyand that he hﬂ;’:ﬂ?ed&.- kill.d or
be hoibtedy oy eable to be euty and, rau fown ! i,

Rid up ; thePoliev; Georgianayand New Zea-{effect on their own crews. “The foree of the.




