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" TETTER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

0 THE EDITORS OF THE BALTIMORE PATRIOT.
It may bedue to myself and is certainly due

to others, that the reasons under whieh I retirs

ed from the direction of the War Department,

ata joneture so critical as the present, lhnu.ld

be filly and promptly Enown to the.public.

These reasons wf“flu I:c found in thefollowing

frief exposition o 8.

'r(}n tlti:'eve‘ling of the 20th Witimae, the Presi-

=y
-

A
rted thrice fur

. ”b‘-!ﬁhﬂquem inser-
e is a greater pumiber

dent ealled at my lodgings; wud stated that &

ase of mueh delicacy had oceurred; that a
igh degree of excitement had hcen raised a-
ong the militia of the District ; that he was
imself an object of their suspicions and mena-
ces ; that an officer of that corps had given him
aoti‘él;,thut they would no longer ohey any or-
der coming through me as Sceretary of War;
aod that in the urgency of the case; it might be
rudent so far to yield to the impulse, as to
ermit some other person to exercise my fune-
tions in relation to the defence of the District.
T'o this statement and proposition, I answer-

¢d substantially as follows—that I was aware of the artillory, and of the dragoons, the marine | a8 be

of the excitement to which he alluded, thatI
koew its source and had marked its progress:’
that the present was not & moment to examine
- jt« more occult causes, objeets and agents 5 that |
it ostensibly rested om charges known to him-
self to be false, that it was not for me to duter-
mine how far the supposed urgency of the case

made it proper for him to yield to an itupulse so ther. These will he found o have been altoge- heard since they had been removed.
vile aud profligate—so injurious to truth and so |ther extraneous from the Government, aud en. waited on Dr. James Ewell, to thank

destruetive of order; but that for myself, there
was no choice ; that I could never sarrender a
part of my legitimate authority, for the preser-
vation of the rest—that I must exéreine it whol-
ly, or not at all—that 1 eame into offiee, with ob-
jeets exelusively public; and that to accommo-
date my principles or my conduet to the hu-
mors of a village mob, stimulated by faction and
led by folly, was not the way to promote these,
and that if his deeision was takep in ecouformi-
ty to the suggestion he had made, I entreated
ki to accept my resignation. This he deelin-
e¢d doing. It was an extent, he was pleased to
fay, to whicli he meant not to go; that he knew
the exgitement was limited, aw well with regard
to time as to place’; that he was now, and had’
always been, fully sensible of the generanl zeal,
diligence  and talent, whieh I had put into the
discharge of my duty, and that it would give
him pleasure, were Ito take time to consider
his proposition. I remewed the assurance of
oy great pérsonal respect, and my readiness to
conform to his wishes on all proper oceasions.
ol remarked, that whatever zcal, diligence
and talent 1 posgessed, had been employed free-
Iy but firmly and aecording to my best views of
the public good, and that as long as they were
Jeft to be w0 exerted, they were at the service of
my country-but tilat the momeunt they were
made to bow to military usurpatien or politieal
faction, shere should be an end of their public
erercise. Wenow parted, with an understand-
fug that I should leave Washington the follow-
lug morning.

It has been since stated to me asa fact(to
which I give the most reluetant belief) that on
the morning of the 29th, and before my arrival
In the eity, a committee of the inhabitants of
Georgetown, of whom Alexander C. Hanson,
editor of the Federal Republiean, was one, had
waited on the President, by deputation, aud
had obtained from him a promise, that I should
no lenger direet the miilitary defences of the
District. On this fact, all eommentary is un-
Necessary.

It but remains te exhibit and to answer, the
several charges raised against me and which
form the groundwork of that excitement, to
which the President has deemed it prudent to
sacrifice his authority, in deelining to support
mine. Theyare as follows, viz.

ist. That (from ill-will to the Distriet of
Columbia, and a design to remove the seat of
goverament,) I gave orders for the retreat of
the army, in the affair of the 24th ult. under
¢ircumstances not making retreal necessary or
proper.

his charge has not for its support the sha- |
dow of truth., The commanding general will
do me the justice to say, that I gave him ne such
erder, and that he was aund s under the im-
!rusiun, that the retréat was made earlier than.

believed it to be proper. Tothe President I

sppeal, whether I did not point out the disor-

der. and retreat of a part of the first line, soon
after the aetion began, and stigmatise it as base
.“dt}fm& E,r.gpna_nf_lhnﬂ . f
——2d. That, in despi maonstrances of |

Gen:. Winder, auil ‘by the interposition of my
. suthiority, 1 had-prevented him from defending

the Capital. ; 3 '

This charge eontains in it a tetal perversion
of thetruth. When the head ofthe retiring co-
lumn reached the Capitol, it was halted for a
moment. Gen. Winder hese tonk occasion to
state to Mr. Monroe and myself, thathe was
not in sondition to maintain anether eonflict

‘tention to destroy any private property, I was

R & .
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e I!‘ﬁhﬁﬁl:ﬁiﬂ he should
vy the hei of Geargetown, .
. ‘That 1 had withdrawn the covering par-
ity from the rear of fort Washi
ordéred saptain Dyson ta blow up the fort with-

rout firing & . o ’ :

- This ¢ utterly devoid of truth: 'The

cover &l was withdrawn by an order from
inder, and captain Dyson’s gfigeial

pmn‘ to oe-

m-ainlq
reportahews, that the orders unader which he
agted, were derived from the same’ source,
‘mo doubt, mistaken or misrepresented.
% That by myorder, the nav§ yard had
¥hburned. This like it’s predecessors, isa
siive falsehood.

Pereeiving that no order was taken for ap-
prising Commodure Tingey of the retreat of the
jartayy I sent Major Bell to communicate the
fact dbd to sey, that the Navy Yard ceuld no
longer be covered. 'The commeodore was of

o ——

n, and had |w

o e e g xS ——

1514, .

ing might-he preserved, whieh conlained hun-
Q;E.dl gf mnd‘:;: of - the arts, and that it would
be i sible to rémove them; and to buri what
ould be mseful to all mankind, wold be us
parberous as formerly td burn the Alexandrian;
Library, for which the Turks have been ever
since condemnegd by all enlighténell ‘hations.
The Major desired me to' go again with hilr o
Col. Jones,who was attending some of his men
engaged in ’dutroyini Mr. Gales’ types and
printing apparatus. 1 went to the Avenue and
was kindlr-nceivcd by the Colonel ; they took
their men gway and promised to spare the build-
ing. 1 then returned satisfied without seein

any other British officer, and went out of the

district with my family. On Friday (26th) I
returned to the city lest any inferior officer, not
knowing of this promise, should set fire to the
building ; but Ifound the British were gone; ex-
cept a few sick and wounded men and their at.
tendants. Finding the Mayor not yet in the ei-

course Jeft to follow the suggestions of hia own
mind, or to pbey the orders, if orders bad beén
given,of the Navy Department.
ken to eollect a foree sufficient for the occasion.
As the suhf'ect of this charge may very soon
'become one of congressional enquiry, I shall at
present make but a few remarks : .
4st. That no means within reach of the War
Department had been omitled or withheld—
that a scparate military district, embracing the
seat of government, had been created ; that an
officer of high rank and eharacter had been pla-
ced in charge of it : that to hioy was given full
autherity to call for supplics and for a militia
foree of een thousand men ; that to this
force was added the 36th regt. of the line, a-
hattallion of the 38th, detachments of the 12th,

corps, and the ercws of the flotilla, under the
special command of commoadore Barney—mak-
ing a rotal of 16,300 mien.

Gen. Winder's otficial report of the eu?age-
ment of the 24th ult. shews, how much of this
foree had been assemhled, and the causes why
a greater portion of 1f had not been got toge-

tircly beyound its control : and

2d. That from what is now known of the,
enemy’s foree, of the loss he sustained in the
enterprise, of the marks of panic under which
he retreated &c &e. it is obvious, that if all the
troops agsembled at Bladenshurgh, had been
faithful to themselves and to their country, the |
enem! would have been beaten, and the Capital |

save
JOHN ARMSTRONG.
Baltimore, 3d September; 1814.

TO THE PURLIC.
City of Washington, 30th Aug. 1814.

Hearing of several misrepresentations, I
think it my duty te state to you in as concise
manner as the various cirecumstances will per-|
mit, my conduct in the late transactions in this
City.

After securing all the public papers commit-
ted to my care, and sending them to a place of”’
perfeet safety, (leaving my own property unat-
tended to) 1 proceeded on the 23d inst. to the
neighborhood of the army, and afterwards ac-
cowpanied the hon. the Secretary of State, Co-
lonel Mouroe, with some other gentlemen in re-
connoitering the eountry, whence we ouly re-
turned ut 12 o’cloek at night. The next day 1
removed with my family in the retreating ar-
my from the City, and beheld in decp regret,
that night, the tremendous conflagrations of our
publie buildings, &e. Hearing next morning.
whi'e at breakfast in Georgetown, that the
British were preparing to burn the War office
and the public buildings econtaining the models
of the arts, I wag desirons not only of saving an
instrufment that had eost me great labor, but of
preserving if pussible the building and all the

known demoerat I should meet to accompany
me, lest the malevolent shonld insinuate that I

had in any manner held an improper eommuni- same time that the President had refused to, officers and men to retire. 'l
cation with the invaders of the country—I met 'hear of a deputation, and umderstanding that! assisted me to get off & short

with Charles Carroll, Esq. one of the most res- | the people on all sides depreeated g mere shew  gfeat loss of blood eccasioned
that I was compelled to lie down. I requeste

my offieers to leave me, which they ohstinate
refused, bat upon being ordered the
one only remained. In a short time

pectable gentlemen in the Distriet, I begged him
to accompany me for the reasons given ; he ve-/
ry politely attended me. 'We arrived at the ve-|
ry moment when the English Col. Jones and
his men were proeeceding to burn the War Of-
fice; Mr. Carroll had already acecompanied the '
Mayor of Georgetown in a peace deputation’
and was therefore known to some of the officers ;
he i.formed Col. Jones that I had waited on.
him te request permission to take out of the Pa-

immediately replied, that it was not their in-|
perfectly at liberty to take it. After the War
Oftice was burut, 1 entreated Mr. Carroll to ae-
company me to the Patent Office, but he pro-
ceeded .only to my 6wn house and told me he
must return, He did so ; and I went to the re.
sidence of the Mayor to ask him to accompany
me to the building, he was out of town ; T next
called on Mr, Nicholson, my model maker and
 messenger, and desired him to attend-me;-he-did;
aod the British soldiers were then marching in
two ¢olumns to burn the building. When we
arrived thers we found the Revd. Mr. Brown,
Mr. Lyon and Mr. Hatfield near the Patent Of-
fice, Major Waters, who was then on guard
and waiting the eemmand of Colonel Jones, in+
formed me that ‘the private property might be
taken out. I told him that there was nothing
but private property of any consequence, and

and that his foree was brokew down by fatigue
aud dispersion, Wader this representation, we
. j O

that any public property to whieh he objected
mightbe burnt in the street, provided the

2 %

o, And lastly, that means had not heen ta-/

-was exhibited at the Navy Yard.

—*Returning since W the City, T found the guards were

vild-lthe lﬂormm

ty, I as the only Justice of the Peace, appointed
a guard at tag President’s House and Offices,
another as the Capitol to prevent plunderers
who were earrying off articles to the amount of
thousands of dollars. *When at the Capitol,
I was informed that a dreadful scene of plunder
I went and
ovdered the gates to be shut, and at:ﬁped every
plunderer. While placing a guard there, Com-
modore Tingey arrived. 1 delivered every
thing up to him; and in returning was told the
E:sg?ish sick and wounded were in want, and
had noprovision. I visiled them, and was in-
formed by Bergeant Siuclair of the British 215t
regt. who had the command of these men, that|
Dr. James Ewell had in the most hymane man- |
ner attended them as a physician, andp as far
could, he had supplied them with necessa-
ries. - Major L’Enfant, with great bumanity,
besides bemg useful in some precautionary mea- |
sures, desired 1 would have carts sent for some |
of our wounded men on the commons. I ouder-
stood he had engaged one, and I desired he,
would send as many as he thought necessary,!
for which I would be answerable. [1 have

I then!
im in the |
name of the eity for his goodness towards the
distressed, who, being in our power, and espe-
cially in misery, were no longer enemies. He
told me there was no provision for them of any|
kind. I appointed a Commissary, and ordered
every thing that the Doetor thought requisite,
for whichﬁ would be responsible. The Ser.
geant requested my protection for all his men.
1 told him they would be proteeted ; and as I
had seen seyeral stragglers, and as our people
would parole the streets in squads of six at
least in every ward, and might meet some of
them, it would be well to send a man with each
of our patroles as a guard to ehallenge them,
aud thereby prevent our people from ﬁiing on
them; and if any should be found to take them
to the Bergeant, who weuld put them wunder
guard for further orders. He promised to obey
every order. | gave orders aud he fulfilled
them. Some stragglers, 1 understand, were ta-
ken up, and perfect order kept throughout the
cily.

After I had made all the arrangements, the
Mayor arrived. ) informed him of all I had
done, aud stated, that 1 then delivered over to
him all the authority I had from the duty of of-
fice ussumied-  He,y I believe, and my fellow-
citizens, upproved of my conduet. 1 returned
late to my fumily in the country.

In the morning we returned to town, and
heard the British ships attacking F

burton. On the 28th, I learnt that 'the'pebplm“l’e“d? y and ynfort
being afraid of the landing of the British sea. Amunition wa
nien, who they thought were immediately bound T2l par b
for the eity, I had desired the Mayor to wait, Wound ip my thigh. Ca
on the President, and request permission tolﬂdz _Bailing-Master. W, sdet
send a deputation—nnt to enterinto a capitula- Sailing-master Martin killed, afid s3iling mas-
tion of any kiud, but to represent te the com- ter Martin wounded, but ta the honor of my ofii-
: _ mander of the British squadron, that it was un- cersand men as fast as their companions and
models—1 therefore lefl my breakfast and has-!derstood when their army destroyed the public mess-mates fell at the guhs, they were instant-
tened forward, determining to request the first |buildings and property no other would be moles-| !l‘! E?Plaeed from those acting as infantry.

| Finding
; but learning at the aud no means of defence, 1

ted, andto request therefore they wonld not

permit theirsuilors 1o land ;

of resistance 3 for it was supposed our men had
not generally returned, lurr that the few who
had retu rneu! were all dispersed, I rode immedi-
ately to the President, who was attended by
the Secretary of State and the Attorney Gene-
ral. I represented the general feelings of the
people on the above supposition, but was an-
swered it would be dishonorable to send auy
deputation, and that we would defend the git

to the very last : that our men hgad returned,

tent Office a musical instrument ; the Colonel | and we should have sufficient force if called to- brought and mwy wound dressed immediutely.

gether, and 1 was desired to aid in rousing them
to arms. I obeyed the call—returned, rode in
all direetions, and ealled to arms, I sent for

the troops from Bladensburg, and urged them|

from various places. I went to the different
quarters, and gave, as fur as 1 eould, every as-
sistance in-my power to filfil the wishes of the
government. Respectfully,
WILLIAM THORNTON.

|the enemy was approaching the eity in that di-,
reetion.— 1 imm:!ﬂlely puT my - guns jn- posi-
reat. of my

'men at th

ly cleared the road s shortly after, a second and

made no resiglance
tiring.

ort War- the enemy to contend with ; pur gmmunition wap

{ Gen, Ross and Adm. Coekburn to me.

that the enemy’ was'advancing
army was Pt iffo order of Bt
sition taken ;5 my ~forceswere
flanked by the two. battakious of
38th regiments, where we rema

The enemr didnot, hom.v:i. make bis uppepr-
aiee. A little before Sunsetgen. Winder came’
to me and recommended (hat¥he heavy artiile-
vy should be withdrawn, with the exéeption of
oné 12 pounder to eover the rcﬁe‘at"‘if“_ e took
up the line of mareh, and in the night ente{r.n}"

upon usi.. Our
aud out pe-

us of the 3oth and, ~
ained some bours,

Washingfon by the Eastern ‘Branch bridge.
mnrehelf my‘men, &¢, to the marine hm';ﬂjl!

and took up quarters for the night,: Abont 2
o’cloek, gen. Winder eame (o my quarters, and
we made some arrangewments. Inthe morning
I received anote fram gen, Winder,ahd wait-
ed upop him. He requested me to. take com-
mand and place my artillery to defend the pas-
sage of the Lridge én the {Justle'm Branch, as

tion, leaving the marines and .t
_ engnr.nw_h,h -ﬁ,&'w?u er opders.
A was in this situation &hpﬁ‘ L Lad {he honor to
meet you with'the president ind héads h}‘ fdes
sn.r.tments, when it was determined ¥ should
raw off iy guns and men, and proceed towards
Bladensburg, whieh was i mesx'plefy put inte
execution, . O our way I was informed the en-
emy was within a mile of Bladensburg: we
hurried on, tho’ the day was very hot, and my
men much crippled from the severe marches we
liad experienced the reeeding days. 1 prece-
ded the men, and wl?en Parnived at the line
which separates the district fram Maryland,
the battle began. I sent an officer back fo hass -
ten on my men 3 they came up in g trot. Wg
took our position on the rising ground, put the
pieces in .battery, posted the marines und
eapt. Miller, and flotilla men who werc to aet
as infantry under their own officers, on m
right, 10 support the pieees, and waited the
approach of the eneniy. Dutring this period
the engagement continued—the enemy advanes
ing and our army reireating before them, ap-
parently in much disorder. At length the ene-
my made his appearance on the main road in
force and in front of my battery, and on seeing
us made a halt ; T reserved our fire; ina few
minuteés the enemy agdin advanced, when I ope
dered an 18 pounder to he fired, which completes

a third attempt was made by the enewmy to
come forward, but all whomade the attemp

were destroyed.-~The encmy then erossed oy
into an open field and attempted to _ﬂl'nk ‘on

right. He was there met by three 4 puuga,
ders, the Marines under Captain Miller, and
my men.acting as infantry, and again was lo+

tally eut up. By this time pota vestige of th’"
American army remained, exeepis bady of five .8
or sik hundred postéd en the height oy my ri
from whom I expected much support from ¢
fine situation. The enemy from this

never appeared in foree in front of us, !
however pushed forward his lhﬂl‘,"a“’
one of whom shot my horsg under me, whi
fell dead between two of my !un_ e enee
my who had been keptin check by our fire for
nearly an hour, now begau fp out-flank us og
the right. Our guns were turped that way 3
he pushed up the hill about 2 or 306 men tp-
wards the corps of Americans stationed as as
bove deseribed, who te. my great miortification
» §iving o fite or two and rey

In this situation we badithe. Whole srmy of

uoately the drivers of my
ng had gond off in the genes
Al this time | réceived a peverp
taig Miller %as wound.
aroer killed, Aectin

panie.

the ememy now completly in our rear
guve orders to-my
Lree of my officers
distance, but the
sueh a weaknesg

obeyed

{ obse{veg
a British soldier & had him called, and direeted
him to seek an officer ; in a few minotes an offi,
cer came, who, on learning who I was, brought
These
officers beheaved to me with the most marked
attention, respect and politeness, had & surgeon

After a few minutes conversation the Genaral
informed me (after payimne ¢ handsome comn
pliment) that I was parolled and at liberty to
proceed to Washington or Bladensburgh, as was

also Mr Fuffington who had remained with
me offering me every assistance in his power,
giving order for a litter to be bro it,inwhich
I was carried to Bladensburg. Capf. Waine .
wright, first Captain to Admiral Cochrane, re-
mained with me and behaved to me as if I was

not continued:
Copy of a lettér from commoedore Baruey to the
secretary of the navy, dated
Farm, at Elk Ridge, August 20th, 1814,

S1r—This is the first moment 1 have had
it in my power to make a report of the proceed-
ings of the forces undér my command since I
had the honor of seeing you on Tuesday, the
23d inst. at the camp al the ¢ old fields.” On

a brother,

During the stay of the enemy at Bladensburg
I received the most polite attention from the .
officers both of the. Navy and Army.

My wound is deep, but I flatter myself not
dangerous ; the ball is mpot yet estracted. I
foudly hope a few, weeks will restore me to
health, and that anexchange will take place
that I may resume my command, or any other

‘that you and the President may.think proper
to honor me with, JOSHUA BAHW

of that day we were informed

¥ %
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- :Hou. W Joxes, Secrelary of the Navy. |




