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Pulitical.
MR. SHFFEY’S ADDRESS.

A few weeks since, Mr. Sheffey, a member
of Congress from Virginia, wrote an address
o his constituents, on the state of our public
affairs—in whiclr hie took a very full and ex-
tensive view of the causes which had brought
our country to its then critical and perifous
situation—~the government baukrupt, and on

v

s eve of ditution , wml com TS Vs

« gtatement of the various taxes and buposi-
« tions whichi have grown out-of the war,” and
which have been leyied on the people by con-
gress, To this address the following highly

(interesting postscript is appended—Let it be

“attentively examined by every reader. The gra

ed the orders in coffcil, had been rvejected,
this. administration, togdd importance to the

| subjcct, seemed to consider the relinquishment  in council were founded,

of the claim, to search for her seamen on l'ma.rd
American vessels, on the part of Great Britain,
a¥ a stipulation -without which no accommoda-

{0 be un independent nation. I will beg leave
to present a few extracts, from public docu-
ments, which show the light in which they
pretendeil to view this object.

In the president’s inaugural speech, of the
4th March, 1818, is the following paragraph:

« On the issue of the war are staked our na-
tional sovercignty on the high seas, and se-
curily of anjimportant class of citizens, whose
occupations give the proper value to those of
every other class. ol lo contend for such a
stak e, is{» =urvender our equality with othesr
wese, e the elcuont Comnrea to all ; amd
to violate the sacred litle which every mém-
ber of society has to its protection.”

In the instructions to our ministers appoint-
ed to negotiate under the mediation of Russia,
dated April 15, 1813, are the following para-
phs: 4 = '_f".‘ : -
«] have {o yepeat, that the great object

e

facts and illustrations it contains will greatly
assist the impartial inquirer after truth in
waking up a correct and uskiassed judgment
on the conduct of our ralers, and enable him
to decide, without farther inquiry, whether
the authors and abettors of the late impolitic |
and ruinous war, hiave not for ever forfeited
the confidence and support of the people.
. JAlbany Guxetle.
POSTSCRIPT.
After thig letter had been committed to the
very unexpectedly, and to the inspeak-
able joy of the whole nation, a Brirish ship
of war arrived at New-York on the 11th inst.
with the Treaty of Peace, between the United
States and Great Britain, signed by the miu-
isters of both nations at Ghent, on tha 2th
December. It has since been ratified by the
President and senate.
fts provisiond in substance are, that there
shall be a ¢ firm and universal 'peace” whene- |
ver the treaty shall be ratified by both parties.
That all such terrvitory occupied by the mili-
tary forces of either power at the conclusion
of the treaty, as was in ion of the other|
at the commencement of the war, shall be im-
medialely restared, except such of the jslands
“in Passamaquoddysbay asare claimed by both
They are to remain with tie party

settled. _ . :

y this provision, Moose island, hereto-
fore a part of Massachusetts, with the town of
Easport situated upon it, will remain in the
possession of Great Britain, until it shall be
ascertained, to which of the contending par-

which you have to seeure,-in regardio im-
pressment, is, that the flag shall proiect the
crew.”

« Your first duty is to conclude a peace with
Great Britain, _
it, in case you obtain a satisfactory stipulation
against impressment, one which shali secure,
under our flag, protection tothe crew.”

«If this encroachment of Great Britain is
not provided against, the United States have ap-
peled to arms in vain. 1f your cfforts to ac-
complishit should fail, all further negoliations
must cease, and you will return home without|
delay.” «

In the instructions to our ministers a¢ Got-
tenburg, dated 28th January, 18143, is the fol-
lowing paragraph :

% On -impressment, as to the right of the
United Statcs fo be exempted from it I have
nothing new to add. The sentiments of the

President have undergone no change on that-[h‘mcs.

important subject. ‘This degrading practice

must eease ;_our-flag must protect the crew, or|

the United Slates cannot consider themselves un
independent nation.”

“I'he administration has made peace with-
out obtaining any ¢ security” for our seamen

that thgy cannot constder themselves an inde-

pendent ualion.”

ties it bel Mo settle this question, as
well as finally to fix the boundaries designated

nited States and Great Britain, from head
of the St. Croix river to the Lake of the YWoods, |
commissioners are to be mutually appointed
by the partics, Incase of disagreement the
controversy s to be submitted to some friend- |

ly sovercign. Al Indian nations engaged in'abandoned it.  'This opinion is strengthened by was rejected with disdain by Mr: Jefferson,
“wecontiued in the enjoymeiit of this most hu-{-

the war on cither side at the date of the rati-
fication to be included in the peace, and to
have their possessions restored. This is the
whole substance of the treaty.

When the joy which the news of peace has
so generally and 80 justly diffused, shall have

But they have not only failed in obtaining

security for this and other rights, but they have _
in the treaty of peace of 1783, between the U-Iabnnduned all the clatms which they have mag- [mitted us to trade with her East India colo-

nified as so important to the country. 1 be-
lieve it is a principle of public law, very gene-
rally admitted, that after a-nation has engaged
in war for a right, of which nothing is said in
the treaty of peace, it is considered that it has
several official declarFations made during the
late war by those who may be considered as
the organs of the governiuent. In the repoit
of the committee on foreign relations, made in
the house of representatives, on the 26th Janu-
ary; 1813, is the following paragraph :

‘somewhat abated, it will be natural for those
who have not profited by the late calamitics,

to im‘luil‘l‘, whnt beneﬁud] uhject th(‘.‘j.l‘egly'wal‘, the war ougllt tU_llC prosec utcd uniil ﬁlﬂt others _{)r vast iml)nrtan{‘e; and we have been

or- the | cause is removeds - To appeal to arms, in de- subjected to a complication of evils, from vihich
sufferings it has endured—for tie blood which 'fence of a right and to lay them down, without it will require years, finully to extiicate us.— | Lord, they -are not
flowed—for the dangers which were-encoun- 'securing ity or a satisfactory-evidence of a Yet we have great cause to vejoice.  T'he bless-
tered—for the millions that were expended— |good disposition in the opposite paity to se- ings of peace have becii restored to a bleeding
for the debt and taxes that have been fastened cure it, would be considered -in no other light' country: Though we have ¢ secuved™ no-
upon the community ? . To such an inquiry I, than a relinquishment of it. 'T'o attempt to'thing involved in the contraversy, bat abandon-
should answer, that no one of the avowed ob- negotiate afterwards for the sccurity of such'ed every thing—we are saved from impending
Jects g" the war has been 'secured, but that aullright, in the expectation that any of the argu- destruction.  With all the burdens which have
have been abandoned ; that other important' ments which had been urged beforz the th;rla-ibvm Jaid on the people, they still inherit aare. Tismorny Pick-
rights and privileges which we enjoyed wilhout ration of war, and been rejected, would have country where misery and slavery have not EriNG used 1o be
] more weight ufter that experiment had been banished all the charities and comforts of life. |thought a very honest
bjects of the war were stated | made in vain, would be an act of folly which Though a portiou of their hard earnings, must mai : but after hewas
in the President’s Message of the weuldeapose us to tne scorn and derisw of the' still go tu support those in luxury snd splen-|out of office, he seems

has secured to the country in return

ion before the wour are given up.
The-'ivowel{ . .
‘at full length
st of June, 1842, and in the manifesto report-
ed to the house of representatives by the com-

~ ittee on foreign relations.. The most im-

“portant ‘are the foHowing : 'T'o compel Great
Britain o revoke her orders in councid, and

to make compensation to Awmerican citizens|

. who had suffered under their operation.

To compel ler to relinquish absolutely, the
claim of searching for and taking away from
on board American vesscls deserters from her

. Bervice, her seamen or subjects ;. so that the
ﬂigrsﬁguld furnish protection to alt who sail
under®it. To compel her to discharge all A-

The conquestand consequently. cession of
Canadas, though nof avowed as a priniary ob-
Ject of the war, was, after its commencement
,qta'ted a8 an tdispensable condition to peace.

‘The Canadas have not been conquered, the
8 not centain a single stipulation on
any of the subjects mentioned, and consequent-
1y, riot one of the primary or incidental objects
<. been & seenred” byit.
~ When the overtare of the British g

—

tatile

|dency.”

« "The impressment of our seamen being de-
servedly considered a principal cause of the

British nation, and the whole world.”

In the  instructions to our  ministers, ap-
pointed to treat with Great Britian, bearing
date the 27th June, 1814, is the following
ragraph:— . :

+ As it is not the intention of the United

subject of impressment, to admit the British
claim thereon, or to relinquish that of the U-

that the omission is not to have any. such len-

The ¢ tﬁ‘at}” l‘]l.\‘ﬁ been hiade without « se-

in it—consequently the ¢ inference” must be
that there is a complete < relinquishment’ on
our part of all rights and ekaims which formed
the alleged causes of the war, Can we here-
after urge that our flag shall protect the crew
iling ander it? Can we demand -that our

scamen shall b discharged? - Can

J".- "
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tion ever could take place—unless we ceased

and you are authorisel to do !

', friendiyJ

nited -States, it is faghly important that awy rejoice ! :
such inferénce should be entirely precluded, by a;which isdue to Him who holds in’his hands
declaration, or protest, in somte form or other,' the destinies of nations, and whose goodness | that TimoTaY had an’

curing” any- of the contested rights. No|
such ¢ declaration or protest” is incorporated |

{gality of the principles on which her orders

when we have relin-

uished compensation for captures made un-
g'er them ? s

. It we should attempt to negociate hereafter
on these tgpicks; it “would, according to the
opinion of the contmittee on forcign relations,
“ us to the scorn and derision of the Bri-
tish nation, and the whole world.,” Thus, in-

at a favourable moment, which I thought the
corregt policy, we have for ever abandoned
thege by engaging in the war. D
" Ig has indeed been said that ¢ the causes of

~

the war have ceased to operate” on account of

the general peace in Kirope, and consequent-
k}' ‘it it Lecame unnecessary to insist om any |
ol aef tion. recngnising owr rightss  Admit-
tibg for o tpoment the byt as stercd, onc of v
canclayions mecessarily follows, either, that
the object in conteayersy, particularly that of
impressment, did not justify the war which
lately terminated ; or that whenever Great
Britain shall again become belligerent, we
shall be immediately under the necessity of
recommencing hostilities. For it would _be
preposterous to calculate oh her forbearance,
to execute in any future war, what she deemd
a great and essential right which she would
not even suffer to be questioned.in the Jate ne-
tiation. To avoid the first, the authors of
e late war are obliged to admit the latter con-
clusion, in substance.  'What a prospect do
these men present to the people of America,
when they Taus justify their former conduct.

But it is not a fact, that the claim of Great’
Britain to take her subjects from private|
‘ vessels has ceased te operate. At
least there is no evidence to warrant such an
assertion, She has ‘made no declaration to
that effect, and the claim is not incident to war'
alors.  Qur administration have contended.
and very correctly, that it isnot a belligerent
right; but that its whole support rests on the
duty of allegiance, due from the subjeet to the
sovereign,—consequently it operates at all
Past experience shows too, that in
| practice, impressment is not confined tn a state
‘of war, -

I bave said, that not only the claims in con+
troversy, have been abandoned, but that very
important rights and privileges which we ¢n-
Jjoyed without interruption before the war, have

'In the late treaty, -she refused to renew the
stipulation, and thus an important source of
{national wealth has been cut off.

- Before the late war, Great Britain had per-

nics—a privilege which her own subjects, ex-
cept the East India company, do not enjoy:
It had been oviginally secuved to us by “the
Areaty of 1794, It was again provided for,
by that of 1806, And though that instrurtient

.crative commerce, until the commencement of
hostilitics. It is now understood that we are
to'be in future excluded from it. '

~ Thusit is most manifest that the fears of
‘those opposed. to the war, have been realised.
We have Nor secured any ol the objects in con-
tost 3 we have abandoned them ; we have lost

\

‘dour whom the late calamities have elevated |

to wealth and-importance 5 yet it will be some
consolation that the sw.rm of officers and con-

pa- tractors, who like. the locust, of Egypt. have ment created. Iebad

le ‘d the country and are eating eut its sub-

!  must be lessened 3 that many of them at

States in suffering the treaty to be silent on the least lave their days numbered 3 at the end of | venerable employer,
'which their own indystry, and not that ut'uthﬁ'.lblr.

'must gain_them support. I say then, Let
But let us not forget the gratitude;

we have so eminently expericnced.as well in
our late difficultics, as on many other occa-
sions, . - ~

_ FProm the U: 8. Gaxetle.

It is probable that some of the journeymen
and underworkers of the administration, who
are cmployed to repeaty like parrots, every
day and every liour, that {he late war was ne-
cessary and just in-its ‘origin, and hohorable
{and suceessful in its termination, may, in part

believe p'htt_thtbpay.' But not so Mas
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stead of keeping our claims alive; to be urged!

nagement behind the scenes. They are not
deceived, butdeceivers. They have seenall ths
degrading, and | humiliativg correspondence
.vE'Iur'h has“taken place between our cammis-
sioners ahd those of. Great' Britain, at Ghent,
which they tlare not permit the people to see.
.\:lf. Madison had that (-uil'reslionclt'nl:c befowve
thim when he had the assurance to send a mes-

8age Lo congress accompanying copies of the:
ratified treaty, in which hicsays :

t « I congratulate yeu and our constitgerits

‘upon an event which is highly honorable to the

[mation, and terminates, with peculiar filicity, a

:rampii‘.gn signalized by the most brilliant suc-

cess.’

. When penning that sentence Madison,,
as well as every member of one o the houses
of congress to whom it was addressed knew,
G ml_l},‘;-hat the ;’iai.‘,’mh cummissiontts Lhad
premprori)y s ofusial  wu o enter info any

sion of those topics Wwhich constituted tiie
alleged causes of the war.

- We state a5 a fact, that in the projet of a treas
ty, offered by the Amevican negotiators, there
was a long article on the suhject of impress.
ment, drawn up in detail and with great care,
containing’ a proposal that the United States
should adopt effectual measur s to prevent
British séamcii from being employed in their
navigation, whichi]];eing satisfactorily..acconi-
plished and faithfully, observed, Great Britain
shauld stipulate to abstain from searching A-
merican vessels for seamen, - The same arti-
cle contained provision® respecting restitution
of scamen herctofore impressed.  The projet
having been submitted to the British commis-
sioners, was returned by them with various
remarks, objections.and arguments. But the
only notice which they deigned to take of this
all important article, which was. forever'to se-
cure to the United Stated « free trade and sai-
lors’ rights,” was simply to write at the bottom
of it the civil word, « INADMISSIBLE.”

_ Our ministers afterwaids attempted to have
the point reserved for future discussion and ad-

justment, obtaining a stipulation that nothing

in the treaty should be constroed to prejudice
the claims of eitlier pairty on the score of mari-
time rights, Even this negative concession
was absolutely refused, and our commissioners
were left to their choice to take the treaty a8
it i, or to have none.”

When the treaty was roceived by the Presi-
dent, it wis sent by him to tbe Senate, with=

—without impressment ‘being * provided a- beer lost. By the treaty of peace concluded out any of<the corvespondence between tlie
zainst,—>nd withont oltaining  any counte- n ‘733, Great Britain granted to us a concur- commissioners, which led to the conclusion of
nance to their principle that « whe iiag shali &7 rigal ' (uefisheiws, on the Sauls of XU That covveenerdapor woys aallod fapdpas &
protect the crew.”  According to their form- | Foundland and in the gulf of St! Lawrence. vote of ti.e senate, and so unprepared was {he
er opinions, then, it would follow, that ¢ the  She granted us the privilege also, to cure the execution to gratify” cven 5

United States hace appealed to erms i vain ™ fish on her shores under certain restrictions. sight of those documents, that no tn}:ivs had

3
hat body. with a

been made, and the originals were sont,

The editoF*is enabled, from information
which he has received from unquestionable
sources, to state the facts, and he pledges lLis
reputation to his veaders for their being sub-
stantinlly correct. An attempl was made in
the senate fo procure a vote for the pullication

Tthe astonishment of

of the correspondence,

but the motion was ¢-

verruled by the executive majority.

COBBETT in 1814.
“ Bev only let them
[the people ‘of New-
England] sce the real
objects of the Pick ER-
INGS, the OaisEs, the
Quixcys, &c. and the
fall of these men is as
certain as the return of
spring after winter......
But, hang thein ! miy

-

worth - your netice:
they talk big, and hold
themselves out as of |
great consequence, but
they are poor things :
indeed; my Lord; they

'th have abandoned
| himself to the revenge
which his disappoint-

‘ot the. -virtie to fol-

Tow the example of his | [

Anims. The
trath is Mr. Abaws
(had tlie public goud

8¢

iy tin view,  and
Leyesolely to “his pri-
vate interest.oe. 1'1Mo-
Tuy who had been to

all the world, his [fH r.
Adamns’] Secretary of |
State, whe was no
more fit for the office,

than your codchman|

would be fit for yous.”

—<Goblell to Earl of
erpooly Dee, 151%, f

ki

COBBETT in1814i.
st But Mr. Pienpr-
ING is an honesl man ;
a mans who, I believe,
sincerely loves his coun-
trys and would, ds he
hagdone before, stake
hia life in defence of
her libertiés. = Iliwew
him very we'l: 1 had
many hppoi b ities of
knowing his  senti- .
ments [ always sow
in las actions proof of -
greaf public spivil and
the strongest  allach-
ment to his native coun=
try and lo- public liber-
ty ;-and, as 1 am con-
Vincgd he is slill the'
saeme excellent man,”

&c. &

Cobbelt’s Regisler,
4 Sepl. 28, 1814,

~- 41 make not a sin-'

gle exception, when I
say that. this Report
Mr. Pickering's Re-
port of Januwary 1799.]
cotains  more uscfu
information than any
thing over published .
in America, and, @8 @
state paper, it does in-
finite honor. to lle geu-.
tleman cho wrole it
and o the comnhry thai
lias had the seisdoni to
avadl Fitself of (he aid
of his TALENTS il
wtegrity. 5.
CobliclCs Torcujare
Gazelle, Junuary
20, 1799,
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