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ed. But
' M‘::': theit resur-
not followed ap the blow,
fir as it wa mles lh-e
to all.  Still, bowever, it
be vigilent. 1f the govero-
were to allow lh-uhi:ea Itno
seeurit supposing that the
nu{l'l’geﬂ:g;iiuhi;hnd
appear oa Lhe parade, thicy would soou
witness a revival of thal seo :rhicln had so
loug dessolated the world. bad ne hesita-
m‘m. “” he 2 Illlihlful ‘VU“:*
ing that it was distinctly deelared 10 Louis
LV H4, that if he did not dissolve the French
amy, the allies must charge themselves with
ibat indispensible task. In order to give effeet
o this represcatation, three bundred thousand
mon were on the Loiré with the in-
tepcion of denouncing the armistice ou & parti-
¢ular day, if arrangements were not made by
ihe loeal authorities of Franee to dissolve that
army, the existeuce of which was inevmpatible
with the gemeral repose. .
Under these circumstances, he put it to the
fcelings of cvery Englishman, whether our fur-

“ther suterference was vot only satural and just

but whether it was mot imperiously demanded
the state in which this requisition lefl the
ing. What right bad we to call in the King to

ne

disselve what was called the Royal Army, if]

after having doue so, we meant to leave him to
their mercy 7 Were we not bouund to defend
him from them in their disbanded as well as in
their eallected riate—in their charactes of con-
spirators as well a8 in their character of sol-
diers 7 "He for une, had never been disposed
iale the ::“‘l:l:;: of Bonaparte: but
the comparisen of ( r arising o sociely
from the talents :Lt;lt ill:i\'iﬂll ,nnld from
the disposi of rench army itself, was
s the o betweena dro o,f water and
the moral, or rather immoral, prin-
siple woven into the constitution of the French
» bad been suffered to exist, the confine-
Besaparte in the place to which he had
was almost an suimportant couside-
sueh an army would net find it
diseover some man capable of lead-
and ability. The simple

the allies to consider was whether
eivil principle should govern the
or whether it should be ruled by a mili-
s, interweaving itsell by degrees
the states of Earope. Let those who
pushing ta an extreme the @pinion of
ity, reflect on what this military
had been founded. It had grown out
of social disorganization whieb
iud modern Whiggism ten-
t bad been the sad refuge
of anarchy. Fortunately the
intemperance by which it was
had prevented its perpetuation.
te that eflect, however, had been
leader. lu Frauce, under
every thing bad been rendered sub-
the army. Oue of the last acts of
was W eall on “the Prefects of
te deliver to him deseriptive lists of the
their property, &e. in their respective
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_ disiriets, evideutly intending to sacrifice them

1o the and rapidity of thut army by which,
ope by %o powerful a-stimulus, he
vauly te maintuiir himself on the throne

of Frusee and to carry desolation into the sur-
hulim.ﬂum. Bo far. was -the interfércnce
o the Allied Powers to put down the French
army from being unpopular in Franee, that he
bod never walked with a single well-informed
an in that country who had not spoken of the
iyranny, of the military despotism as that from
which it was desirable to escape.~Even those
whe bad run through the whole course of the
revolution demounced the ‘wililary system as a
Wemster in governmeut which triumphed over
e law, and which rendered the state a mere
Sstrument for the gratifieation of its own detes-

.. table wishes. Not only were the steps taken
by the allies to guard against the return of this

ry despotism gratefully acknowledged in

Franee, bat & strong and very general solici-

\ade was showu'that they would take into

":‘:‘.r;’"“flﬁn l:? :itil e:;ltilutinn of that

. =& slep whieh, according to the estab-

lished relation between nations, :st was impossi-
te take. ° ¢ i .

_With respect to the gl‘en.t-bml,; of the French
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natipu, whatever levity they might have exhibi-
ted, with whatever facility they might have
Isnt themselves to different usurpations, il was
the anxioas desire of the allied powers mpt to
ursue towards them a resentful or revengeful
sible to combine the system of|
security for Lurope with sueh aets as,would
mark this great distinguishing charaster of
their proceedings, namely, that their hostility
was directed not against France as a nation, not
against France ina royal sense, but against
rance in a revolutionary sense, and most essen-
tinlly against France as the concentration of
military jacobinism. Nor did the allies proceed
on this principle alone. They acted ou g very
broad poliey, If they had spoiled the game
they had been playing by mixiog it u'f with any
ordinary question between state and state<if
instead of endegyoring te re-iuclude France in
the pale of soeial nations they bad dttempted
todlegrade her—they would have tombined all
Frauce against them, instead of having the
e on tl:leir side. 'I_‘h;r;
were ople .whié might have suppose
s Aohs Trple ol ik v ripse
' of the eusreachmenta whieh she had
made under.Louis XTVth, and makiog her re-
tarn to her old limits. Bat however specious
this suppositiony the reasoning on which it was
founded appeared to bim to be extremely falla-
cious. ll" #u’nee had grown singe the period
alluded to, other states bad alsorisen. The
power of the British empire, for instance, had
inereased so much of late years, as to render
the reduetion of France less necessary. The
power of Russia also had increased so much,
that with every confidence in its moderate ex-
ercise, it rendered impolitie a reduction of that
of France. And above all, nothing cvuld have
been more fatal to the poliey and object of the
great confederacy, which was to keép their
general principle distinct from auy petty  ar-
rangemeuts between state and state. Havin
embarked with every thing wise and l‘ognl in
France, against a danger eommon to all Europe,
it would huve been most injurious had they made
an indireet advantage of existing circumstane-
es, and failed Lo preserve to Fraoee her char-
acter as a nation. KFrom the King to the mean-
est peasunt iu the country, not a man but would
have united against them had they pursued any
other policy. What the confederates were es-
pecially ebarged with was, to tranquilize the
world—not to eirve out the different states uc-
cording to their owu notions ; which, although
they might be abstractly right, would, if indulg-
ed, lead them from that which was their great
and important object. Coming to the conside-
ration of the subjeet with this view of it, vari-
|ous liues of policy offered themselves for their
'udoption. “T'here was the course of calling on
| France for a severe contribution of money, and
(there was the course of calling on her for an ex-
tensive dismemberment of territory. A false
impression was, he believed, very prevalent on
this part of the question. 1t was gupposed by
some that it would be more wise to' have made
a substantial demand on France for terri-
tory, leaving the French government in posses-
sion of all their resources, and it was imagined
that of ull cessions a peeuniary eession, was
most revolting to the l‘eeliu'gi of thie Frenelr.
He could ussure the House that nothing could
be less true than this proposition. With the!
exeeption of the natural repugnance which all
men had to part with their money, there was
hardly any indisposition in Franee to this mea-
sure. Indeed the state of the ¥French finunees
admitted it. Oat of the nature of its situation
and the profligacy of its conduct, had grown this
advantage. - While all the rest of the world
were st rainiug their exertions, France had
scarcely a burden ; for as soon as they had
ereated armies they turned them loose to prey
on maskind. He believed, therefore, that
Franee was in a state of greater financial afflu-
ence than any other country in Europe; and
more espeeially with refereuce to. the two
ueighbouring states, Prussia and Auslria.

He weuld take this oppertunity of saying,
that under the existing eircumstance of those
twe countries, it had wot been deems prudent
or wise by the British goveroment to press the
jFepayment of the Imperial loan. They really
were not in a state at present to make the exer-
tion which that repayment would require. lu
the lust two campaigus , Prussia had expended
12C0 millions of livres, or fifty millions sterling;
and the expeuce of Austria had been still grea-
ter. In cousequence the fivances of those two
countries had been so reduced that bhad his Ma-
jesty’s government insisted on paymeut of the
Imperial loan, they would actually have bLeen
unable to have put their armies on the peace
establishmenet, und would bave been put to oth-
er ineonvenieuees, which in every powt of view
it was most desirable that we should, if pessi-
ble, prevent them from enduring. ~As to the
cession of territory by France, instead of the
contribution of woney, there was not a man in
Hthe kingdom, from the monareh to the lowest
individual who did not entertain for such a prop-
osition that which might justly be called a'na-
tional repugnance. So abhorrent was it to the
fetlings of the whole French people that he
really believed it would net have been in the
power of theallies to persuade his most Christian
Majesty to accede to such a stipulation. Be-
sides, it ought to be considered that unless the
demand for a cession of territory went far, it
would be much wiser not to make itatall. On
some parts of the muliifarious questions before
them there had of course been streng differences
of opinion among the allied powers, but on that
of the.cession o?%‘ren,ch territory none. 'They
all disavowed the right of treating Franceasa
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conqiieréd pation in that respeet,or u'fdinmem.-

bering it with aview to alter its military chgr-

acter and resources as a nation. All that they
beld themselves, entitled to consider was, the
more or less the modifieation of the frontier—
but not one of the confederated powers ima-

ined that it was within the functions of the

onfedersey to dismember< Franee itself. It
should be considered that what was taken from
France must have been giveu 10 some other ua-
tion. There was the two-fold danger of taking
dowa one power, and of raising up another,
Ualess a third or half of her territory had been
severed from France, no effcet vould bave been
preddeed.  And did the bouse caleulate on the
wounded pride and honor thut such a dismem-
berment would wuecessarily exeite ? Where
was fhe Eoglishman who would net fight for
avy of the ‘uneient possesions of our Ernn‘nl?
Aud be must say that he should not respeet
that Frenchman who did not feel that the stace
of hi} eountry before the Revolution was thatia
whiok his honour was _bound -0p and that he
could bt allow the state to be diminished withs
onr s degradation worse than death. - Hethere.
fore begged-leave Lo contend, that.in -peint af

justice no proeeeding of dismemherment conld |

take place ; andthat in point of policy the yery,
natureofthe contestwhich was for the estgblish-
ment of a geoeral principle of security, render:
ed such a step unwise ; and the last remedy to
which Europe ought to look asa defence a-
gainst the eyils that surrounded Ler. There
was another prineiple of action whieh should
not pass uunvticed. Whateveritwas wise to de
atall,it was important should be done, not by any
particular state, but by Europe as 8 whole. It
was highly important that Europe, in its pres-
ent allied state, should aet as a body ; and that
nothing should eceur to reduce that hody to its
origival element. 1f a fragment only had been
taken from Frauee, and if thut fragment had

8|been-delivered over to the power to whom

from local eireumstances, it would have proved
the greatest advantage, the maintainanee aud
defence of the acquisition would have necessa-
rily devolved on that single power, and that a(
a period of the greatest agitation ahd diflicalty,
It was a fundamental maxim of France to be
involved in war with the Low €ouniries, and
whenever this was the case, the burden always
fell upon the shoulders of this country. We
bad therefore taken cure to secure the domini-
ons of the King of the Netherlands as wuch as
possible against any allack from France. By
the precautionary measures, however, that were
adopted there was every reason to hope and be-
lieve that Franc¢e would not make any hostile
attempt. We had 150,000 of the best troops
in the world, under a man whe was justly and
universally admit{ed to be the greatest general
tu the world ; and as France had created the
danger, it was but right that she should pay the
price for walchiaf ever her tranquility. On
the whole, he bad guvod reason to helieve that
the peace would prove secure, even though some
shew of hostilities might be made by France
in so long a space of the life of man as five
years, It woanld by no means bhave been wise
to have tuken the line of fortresses from France,
and anuexed them to the countries towhich they
were conligious.  Such a meusure would have
been of uo advantage to those couniries 3 it
might have been resisted by the French govern-
ment, and might have ¢rcatéd more danger of
a new war than the leaving of them in the pos-
session of Frauce, after the Allied troops
should be withdrawn. 1t was the general opi-
nion in France, that she never erred more than
in extending her territory. 'Vhe future state
of Europe depended on kings being permanent-
Iy settled in Frauce, aud they would be so by
not suffering her government (o be thrown baek-|
wards and forwards as it had been.  The allies
had preferred the government of the King. be-
cause it seemed to offer nothing thut was likely
to shake the peace of Europe.—It was therefore
a deliberate purpose of the allies, when they
concluded the treaty of the 2oth of November,
to do away all cause for jealousy, and the
bound themselves torestore the foriresses, wil
the few exceptions specified in the treaty, at the
end of five years. But they did not bind them-
selves- to restore them 1o any but the King’s
lawlul heirs and suecessors, so that if the pre-
sent dyunasty should by un’y means be subverted,
we did not pledge ourselves to the folly and ab.
surdity _of giving them up to any person who
might be at the head of the government at that
time, but to look at what might take place, and
Judge whether it would be necessary to impose
some new restrictions.  We were pledged to
support the King of France, but not to suppert
any new revolutionary government.— He was
sausfied that greater securities for the durabil.
ity of the peace had been obtained by the course
pursued in. the late negotiatious, thap eould
have been obtained if France had pushed into
coneessions with a more violent hand.  1f the
King had not uscended the throne on the prin-
eiple that the virtual integrity of France should
be preserved; he (lord Castlereagh) would have
had the most serivus doubts of the continuance
of peace. He felt that in that caseit would
have been much endangered by the irritated
feelings of the French nation. But while due
altention had been paid to this consideration,
the allies had not failed to requiré: what they
thought adequate securities for the future re-
pose of Europe.—These, he trusted, it would
he the opinion of the house they had obtained,
when it was  recollected that five fortresses of
eonsiderable loeal importance had been ceded
by France to the King of the Netherlands, and

that the destruction of one which was of seme |( ! A
men, which had marghed into France to eonquer e

importunce had been ivsisted upon, Had the
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arrgngement made for the future repu;
rope stopped Lere,’ he shopld hln-thﬂh.;lt-
inegmplete. = In his opinion, bowever, y
other eondition which had been made, combi
with those to which be had just referred. won
place the halance of powerin ‘
ter footing than it had obtained sin

of Josepl the Second, France was to'

10

of this sum; three hundred milli :
expended for the ereetion of ll:::; 'p'”hml. :
defend the Low Countries, whieh would thus be
laced in a better state than the '
for the ll.ll'-ﬁﬂ! years; and hel

lion in saying, it was a much better

England to pléy, to support the King of t‘:

would beto maintain hisautherity in laces 1
ken from France, whieh thai i ien b g
claim whenave't-sie 99 1o mjﬁt

ficiently revived to engbls. b W
such an wodertaking, ,_ﬁ‘:réo“:w“‘n :
'lr::si:: i‘:;lld"ll.m on (bisprineiple, thee k.
glaud sbould rather take wpon kerself to defend
taken from Frauee; some of ‘whielrit mst bo

ult "to mgintain; sud seme (Liii'
staneey) it must be obvious to every person'wiio

ther an ineumbrance than ndnnuse. r N

He would now Ay a few wards & t 3 !
of the sacrifices of & pecuniary l!ht:r: e sitbjeer.

the allies. Looking at thé operation w
these would have upson the lgren:hﬂ;::ri:m"
he certainly eonsidered what had been "
this respeet was politically the most
course Lo neulralise, in the first instanse; aud
ultimately to remedy that military '
bad proved so -fatal to. the repose ‘of Europe.
If wo drew from the french those resources
whieh. might sustain a military foree, ‘and ap- -

lied it to the support of ‘Lheir own, kept there
or the purposes of sureeillance, we took the
best menus for prevénting {he recurrenee of
these evils agaiost which it was the objeet of
the allies to guard. This Le thought the wis-
est policy that could be pursued 10 aceomplish
the end 1o view, and that which would be the
leust offensive, as it would be the least injuri-
ous to Franee herself. This persevered in for
five years, he entertained sanguine hopes would
establish the tranquility of France, and with it
that of the rest of Europe. But he was aware
that it was common for gentlemen to say the
contributions which had been imposed, France
could not and wauld not pay. In answer to
this he had in the first place to state, that she
had already made very considerable payments,
aund these under cireumstances of peculiar dif-
ﬁcullg and embarrassment ; in the second, he
would observe, she must pay them, or hecome
bunkrupt in national eredit ; and thirdly, it was
to be remembered, that if she failed to do this,
we should then stand inthe same situation in
which we had stood when in the opinion of some
gentlemen we ought to bave insisted upon other
terms, founded upon permanent cessions of ters
ritory to be made by Fravee.

It was now to be considered how the pay-
ments could be made by France, and what wou{d
be the effeghof them on her trade and resons-
ces ?  Inrpeaking of the arrangements which
Lad been made, he wished jt to be distinetly.
uuderstood, that when he spoke ‘of them as
being wise, he did wot give them that charaeter,
because he thought them ruinous to Franse.
He ‘protested agpinst this doctrine altogether,
as he was satisfied no arrangement eould be
wite, that carried ruin to one of the countries,
between which it was eoneluded. He believed"
that if both-parties had not an interest in earry-
ing any treaiy -negoeiated, into effeet, it must
eventually fail. ¥n miscaleulating the point on
which it could be acted upon with mutual be-
nefit, the advantages contended for on either
side werelost. lHie believed Franee could pa

ded,

expedient

the eantributions whieb lLad been deman
and that she intended paying them.— France, he
maintained, wus as greally interested in seein

that military spirit subside which had prevail-
ed within hier territories so long, a4 it was pos-
sible the rest“of Europe eould be.  1f at the
end of five years she should find this g0 have
Legen -majerially abated, and ivil-energi
increased in propertion, the change thm
duced would be bt less bemeficial 1o her than it
would prove tu hernieghbours. The eontribu-
tions demanded could be met by the revenues of
that country—by the sale oférown lands, by
the augmentation - of her nutivmal ‘debt, she

ments without briusiliF on the . State 6ny extra-
ordinary ealamity. Franee it had been stipu-
luted should pay as an indemnuity to the allies
the sum of 700,000,000 livres (28 or 29,000
000, stetling,) but this was eo
speaking v]urytiulelomi:erablq pay nbtl; ;:::
ut by the side of the qther expences whiel the
rule \{ar bad thrown upon her, 1o addition to
this 20,000,000l France had enga )
tain ap army of 150,000 men helonging te the
allies for five years.. The gxpencs of each
thousand men eould not h:l‘tiluglﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁn
1,080,000 of livres per ann; ‘this army there-
fore would cost Franes  yearly the sum of
160,000,000. From this:it wfl‘:l be sgen, the
syms which France would have (o pay infive
years, for the maintenance of this army, wonld
be 750,000,000 of livres, making, with the

a total of 1,350,000 of livres.

By a convention evneluded, the French gov-
ernment had engaged to pay 120 Livres a man
about &6l.) on the whule foree of 1,040,000
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Netherlands in his own territories, than it S
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looked at their military situation, would be s~ |

upon Franee, in satisfuction of the _.tiaﬁf%%’..t-;.

dovein !

spirit which :

S i e L

might be epabled honorably to fulfil her engage-

ged to mmin-

700,000,000 given to the allies as an indemnity,. -




