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COMPENSATION LAW, _

“~ (Thave copicd the fullowing speect of, Col. Pickering,

in favor of the compensation, on accaunt chicfly of Uit
muny interestiny fucts which it dewils.]

Mc. Pickeving said ho was opposed to the
amendment offored by the honourable gentle-
man from Yirginia. (Mr. Randolph.) I caunot
consent sajd Mr. P. to refuod the eompensa-
tion granted by the law of the last sessiop.
It was a compensatign for serviees rendered |
1t was eonformable to the constitution, whieh”
declares thut the Senators and Representa-
tives shallreceive a compensation. For what ?
To defray ‘their expenses, as some have con-
tended ? No—but for their #services.””  Aml
how these should be compensated, was best un-
derstood bythe emiment men who framed the
constitution, and whe, in the several state con-
ventions, accepred and ratiied it.  Mavy  of
these distinguished men were members of the
first Congress, in 4789 ; what the original
compeusation was fixed, and what they t{m-
posed, was approved at Washington, than
whom no man enlertained & more coirect sense
of persenal diguity, nor more justly estimated
what was due to charaeter and station ; at the
same time, no mnan ohserved a more exae!
aconomy in the expenditure of money, whether
his country’s or his own.

No one can be ignorant of the eomparative
value of money in 1789 and iu 1816 ; that the
prices of the articles necessary for deeent liv-
ing, were inthe latter period, at least dou-
ble what they were in the former. Take, for
example, wheat the price of which did noi

- then exceed one dollara bushel.. The gentle&

Vet (hbolamodrhavtipenensited
o increase as wellas a change in the

!

el sensation. : R .
e Hal “gﬁ the time when thiy inerense
inued 0= o g epacted, has been pronondeed ‘improper

gapropitions ; just when the comtry kv

from smexpensive war, and the
Bot what was
case fr 1789 ? Six years indeed had elapsed
from the elose of a seven years war; butits

distressiog congequenses srmaiped. - Weo had|dably ws a farmer. saye, “1° cogkider,|stnt, in ewnicascntion of the Jaw of nafios,
o ni..-ﬁr*gm ment of foree to releive thepfrom the committee’s report oo the sompemsa- ‘iu‘ﬂv between 1hetwo poewers,
eountry fm&m-diimm—-ﬂmm tion law, that " should .Q\MWM ht 1 but .‘l“‘*o fi s uwﬁvﬁm & the satis-
and all other branchen of ipdustry Junguished. }ﬂnu'g\t_ ot.herwii_l until 1 w‘l’ used the faction of Batl. The iutenfion of ‘majesty
A-debt (the sacred dobt of tBe resalution, the|solid, distinet elear repapt. hecoun,” (snd in (T believe the two go $ A~
price of oar independenee) of more than seven-|thst report gove forth wigh the law, ne such ele- gréa) is ne @n%&d to a partial arrapgement,
ty milions_unpaid.. The public reveoue wasjmour as we have witngssed wolld have been| which leave §u exittepce the disagree-
then incipient; aud the whole veeeipts from|raiseds and we shoulduatnow bating the|ments wh .?aﬁ unbappily aricen between
feomme ree in 1789 and the two folhwing years, | questson. 44 ) # ‘ : mﬂ , circumstanees.  His
united, amounted to mr:m 8ix nil:;nl e -- : e g o ‘:ﬂl" that ‘?tmm'i;
anda of - Jgovenue from h 'ADEIS! 3 Darky anless it i founded in -
ihs : M;"m jugle year of 1846, " State apers. equatity and miutaal o ience, has particu.

ymounted to about twenty millions of deollars ;
aud the eatir¢ revenue from the cuftoms and
other sourees in that one year, amdunted to a-
bout thirty millions, at the same time the pub-
fic debt was stated at about ove hundrsd and
twenty millions. Sinee the year 1789, the po-
pulation of the U, States hag more than dou-
bled 4. the/wealh’ of the people is trebled 5
and the style of decent liviog (in addition to
the incrcase of prices) begome vastly mrore ex-
pensive. = -

M, P. said, we have heard something about
patriotism on this oecasion ; but there was no
room fog it un this subject. He trusted no gen-
tlemetr whuld tuke offenee, if he suid tha( patri-
otism had not brought a single member iute that
House ; that there was in truth no more reason
that men should labor for the public than for
individuals, \vithout being peid for it ; and the
compensation should eomport with the high and
important naturs ofthe serviees Lo be perform-
ed.  As tothe power to [ix the eompensation of
the members, it had Leen repeatedly stated,
that it s expressly granted to Congress by the
constitution ;3 and 1t was right that Congress
should always possess the power, in order (as
in all otiver things,) te adoptthe laws to the
state and eireamstapees of the times. Let then
the eompensation law be left as it now stands—~
an inheritance to our successors, I they eom-
mit waste upon it, ar throw it away let them be
responsible for the conseguences

A few words ou instructions to members of

man from Virginia, before me, (Mr. Rau
dolph) beekons, and says it was only three shil
lings and six pence (Afty-eight cents) a bush-
el. But suppose it to have been a dollar ; siz
boshels of wheat. .ﬁb six dellase, wore
enly equal o the damily pay of & member of|
Congress- The same six bushels of wheat,
in 1816, would bring from twelve to fifteen
dollars.—~Hence it follows, that the compen-
sation to Members of Congress in 1789, wae
~double in value to the compensation as it stood
privrto the law of March, 1816—Nay, more
than double; for the six dollars for every
twenty wiles travel in 1789, was equal, to

Congress. Mr. P. said he bad received instrue-
tions frau tiie legislature of Massachuseits in
which the compensation law ie censured s
cherging the mode, and greatly inereasing the
sompepeasion te mambers of Congress-—as an
innovation npon the custom, and not congenial
with the republican principles of our govern-
meat ; aud requesting the Benators and Repre-
sentatives frout that stute to use their influence
to effect ity repeal. He bad shown that the
compensation bad wvot been iereased ; that it
is really of less value than it was in 1789. Adnd
as toits being an innovation, the venerable
gentlemanu from Pennsylvania (Mr. Findley)

twelve dollars in 1816 ; and by the law ofthe faad informed us that the idea of .a salary com-

last session, the allowanee for travel remaia-
ed unchanged—six dollars only for every twen-
ty miles, Imagine that the eompensacion in
1780, had been set at 6 bushels of wheat per
day aud continued to this time, would any one
now think of receiving only three bushels a
day, and distribute the other three among hiss
constituents 7 if some geantleman are willing
to serve for a bare reimbursement of their ex-
penses, receiving the residue in honor, I am
too poor to join that elass. T must have stayed;
al home to cultivate my little farm. 1 must
be paid for  serviees.” Ifindeed, the present
Compensation, so mueh below what it . was in
1789, greatly surpasses the serviees I aw ea-
pable of rendering, this shoald havs heen look-
ed 10 by thoss wlho sent me here. I did not
send mysell, uor offered myself as a candidate.
I kaow not by whom my name was proposed
origimally for the Senate, latterly for this
House. "All I know of the matier, is, that for-
merly L was there and now am here, in eonse-
uence of the eleetions ; and the compeusation 1
veceived, I shall retain, nor unless it be foreed
from me, will T Jet it go.
RT3 i January '8.
Y ';It" Plltﬂx‘"ermg observed that yesle!';{a)' he
."m ‘astily made a few remarks on the sib-
.l‘h“'luﬂdt'r_ consideration, but the moment wlen
the question was to be put on an amendmcnt
1,:,(‘:_"‘.”?‘1 by the honourable eentleman from
woull noy gy im (Mr. Raadolph.) He
il ol‘thn A few more. The comparative
Rrean; as 6 ® Compensation to members of Con-
Sy 88 ixedin 1789, and that by the law

of the lust gess )
H)
siatemient, 100, deserved a more explicit

Taking (he gy !
Congress at fiyg ::ge length of the sessions of

uths, or 150 days : and the

real ’ ¥ n
diubl:a(l:ledor the ¢ pensation of 1789 to be
hle) the: l't w; ertainly more than dou-
ilue of . 8am® nominal sum in

1616 ! "

i 1lhe result of {he eomparison would Le
i 10 s iy DL

P l;gave:gt Uavel of membiers to the

for a day andT}fI“’ 400 miles, ut-30 miles
R bt & Same in return 4
€F 40 days, at 12 o o ageh
in .
member go!' ‘(‘“era;;(_- compensation to a

Songre,s :
the money of wlgé:?t: in 1789, equal, in

' 480

e e g it

original, 1 allowance for travel at the .

m';‘l’g‘_“al sum of six dolls, foreve-
!ra'{eiﬁi?es an‘l‘;’““%enﬂy the 40 days . 140
s}

1815 - Y*lue of the compensation in § g
value ¢ s Tl

2 1780, by an members received
ESE +h’ ol Ars,in the money of 4840.-

I". : . 5
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pensatien was not anovel one; for thatin 1796,
when ap increase of the compensation was under
considerafion in Congress, it was proposed to
change it from a daily to an annuai compensa-
tien ; tho’ neither one nor the other was then
accomplished. As to instructions, whether
from-the legislature, or the people of a distriet,
Mr. Pickering did not admit their validity.
If they eontain reasons for or against any mea-
sure, these will merit a respectful consider-
ation—but instractions unasecompanied by rea-
sons were not entitled tothe observanceofrepre-
sentatives. He felt humbled that the Jegisla-
ture of Massachusetts should have deseended to
this small business ; especially 8s it was oue
exclusively entrusted to Congress by the consti-
tution,  1f on any important public mearure
a state legislature think proper to etpress their
gentiments with their reasons ; and espeeially
if a national measure operate unequully, the
state aggrieved will rightfully remonstrate aod
instruet its representatives accordingly. If the
ease be elear, they will of course obey ;it'it be
doubtful, the opinion of their constituents will
turn the sealé? But they should go no farther;

tbeeause they are bound not to epntravene the

general welfare, for any partial or local inter-
ests.

Mr. Pickering would say one word more on
putriotiam. The ouly patriotism beloaging to
this subjeet, is that which, by providing liberal
compensations for the serviee, shall induce
those who best upderstand, and are most able
to promote, the great interests of our country,
to aceept of seats in Congress. ‘To bring forth
such men, he wizhed the law to remain as it is.

Bat ths public voice has been raised against
the law of the lust session ! Yes, a lying spirit
had gone forth (as one gentleman had said) and
deceived the people. From every part of the
House, gentlemen had aseribed the publie ela-
mour to artifice and intrigue. Some federalists
(aud they probably began the outery) remem-
bering the charge of extravagance formerly
made, as ose means to undermine the federal
administration ; and the * odious” compensa+
tion,law having a demoeratic origin; those
federalists seized the oecasion to attack their
politieal adversaries with their own weapon.—
Others denounced the law in order to render
unpopular those who voted for it, or who avail-
ed themselves of its provisions and thus'to sup-
plant them in the publie favour, and step into
their Flaeuu Uthers joined in the elamour to
be in fashion, or to aequire some stoek of popu-
larity for futuce use. Others, again, and these
‘alone whose opinions deserve attention, honest-
ly disapprove

pen——————— g

-imﬂl& iidiuintomed_, as to the ;uorit- .nfﬁé iestion
madg of Biave the publieation of the able &nd eles

of the law, beeause uninformed, tion of Mr. Mouroe

ort of the se on the subjeet, suth
'n'd bécome u'.hntmad. that the métsdre @

correet. Quoe instance was presented i answer jnege
{to & moember of this House written on another

ctifand in which this master of the com
sstivn was mentioned incidentally, Jtis -spl?l.-
tef from an honest and infelligent sailor, who
paw lives in the eonntg:l_' Pennsylyanin, pro-

Massachusetts (‘Emu.-—-ﬂy & report made
te the Senate by the ActingBeerctary of War,
itappears that the following answer has been
returmed Hy the government to the lotter of
Wanes Liroyp and Wi, £, Sunwen, the agenfs
rof the staté of Massachusetts in behalf of her
claitms for militia services during the late war.
The letter of these gentlemen, embracing the

points previously personally wrged by them,

(18 too long for present publication.~Vat. Jut.

.Copy of aleticr from the #Asting Secretery of War, to
Messrs Jaes Loyd agd Witliam  H. Snmmer,

- Pipartinént oF WAR, + EBUARYG, 1817
s AR

Yeur comaunieation of the 3d inst. in rela-
tion {0 the elaim of the State of Massuchusetts
fur the reimbursemeut of expenses incurred, and
for s:dpplics furnished for the service of its mi-
litia during the late war, has received the con-
siderution due 19 51,

At appears that, with one exception, the
militia ou whos» aecount the eXpenses were in-
curred were calied vut and kept iu serviee b

1
"

thority of the United States ; and were with-
held frow the command of the officers of the
United States. plueed by the President within
the militury district of which Massuchusetts
formed a part, with authority to eall for acd
take militin into the service of the United

tharged is excluded from the recognition of the
executiv: zuthority of the United Siutes, by
the principles explained in the answer of the
Secretary of War te the communieation of the
governgr of Massachusetts, of the71h Sept.
1814, copies of whiel are herewith cuclosed.
Thosi frincipies have been kept in view by
the Ejecutive of the United States, in all ea-
ses, wiere expenses incurred by a state on ae-
eount 3f militia services have been assumed.

It fllows from these observation: 1hat np
part of the elaim presented by you in hichalf of
tiie state of Massuehnsetts, can be assumed by
the Esccutive, exeept for such exjunses us

were ineurred ¢ for the paymeit and aupplies'

of the militia, who were detached aml ordered
into the serviece of the United States, finia the
pani (bey were mustered in their several com-
(timees, until they arrived at their places of
(rendezvous, and for the rations and supplies
furnished then afier thoy were received into
the serviee of the United States, none having
been provided for them at the lime.”
I have the honor to be, &e. =
GEO, GRAHAM.
HULATIONS WITH SPAIN.

[0n the 22nd (dtime the President transmutt d to the se_
nate s rejoopt of the szeretary of state, em'iraving the
infernation called for by the resolutionof Mr. Wil.
liams of Tennessse.  The documents #xhib ted con,
sigt oFtwenty fetters, orextracts of letters [rom (he
Secrctury o State to sur minister in sSpain, and to the
Spani,h minister resident in the United St tos, from
these two gentlemen 1o him, from Mre. Eivin to the
Spanish Secvetury of State, and his replies ; and one
from the Attorney of the United Stutes, for the dis.
trict of Louisiana, to Mr. Monrae, respecting the al-
leged preparations at the port of New.Orl .. , for ag
sisting the Spanish patriots.

Spme of these are very
dall and unin‘eresting, and as I presume  the reader
“will be satisicd with a knowledge of the r contents,
without the trouble of a tedious perusal, T live taken
the liberiy of presenting them ima enndensed though
I trust satisfactory firm ] '

Copy of a letter from the Secretary of Etat: o the Che.
valier de Onis, duted
Department of State, Jan. 14,1817,
Sir—taving understood, in our late confer-
ence, thut you would nut agree tocwm nrrange-
ment, by wiieh Spain should cede her elaims to

United States ceded their elaims to all the ter-
ritory westward of, that river, and that, even
then yoor Agreement would be restrieted to a
recommendation fo your governwent to adopt
an arrangement to that effect 3 it is deemed un-
necessary to make you any further proposition,
or to prolong the negociation on the sibject of
limits.

I have now to request, that you will have the
gooaduess to inform me, whether you are willing
to enter into & eonvenlion to provide compensa-
tion for apoliations, and for the injury vesulting
to the U, 8. from the suppression of the depo-
site at New-Orleans. : .

. [TraNsLaTION.]
Mr. Onis todhe Seeretary of Slaté.,
X1 lﬁtli‘.lmuﬂy. 1817.
Sir—1have reeeived your oficial letier of the
140h-—inst. in” which you are pleased to make
kaown to me. that, [Here follows a recapitula-

-s-'«:.a.
—
=
o
[, ]
"
-

| exist, Besides the one whieh

e ————— i ———
— e ——

te
i:h' '?ﬁ“!.. e

tey adjus a treaty, or .
tiony jvitl_l.h? U:’ ol yin wii 'i;::l?:a
rranged not only the indemuities due tothe

s and citizens'of both nations, for the
injuries they bad sgffered from (5o last war be- '
Ween his mafesty el Gr 0

larly directed me, thai, keeping in mind the
reciproeal, political and eemmereial interests
which unite the two nations, 1 should so abjust
the definitive ‘arrangement with the person
whom the President should authorize to that ef
fect; that e controversy conid ever aguin arise
between them., ” :
1 ¢annot conceal from yoiry, thut, to arrive at
this end, it is indispensable to begin by amiea-
bly discussing adidl agreeing upon the rights of
cach of the two pewers, and that the result of
this discussion is, what onght to guide gaindr-
ranging the indembities and. _,}5%!
which may be just'and mutually convenieht to -
the two nations: You had the goodness to say
to me, that (his method had Yeen sdopted by
you ani! Mr, Cevalles, and that, if we renewed
|1ty precious tihjie would be lost without our be-
'ing able to agree. Insuch a dilemma, and anx.
ious to contribute om my part to aceelerate the
negotiation, T took the liberty to propose to you
‘the only other method which appeared to me to
Thue just men-

L == - y i k » .
the state authoritics, independently of the au-| tioned, to arrange these differences, which is

this : that the two powers, throwing off all idea
of aggrandizement, and sacrificing resentments
and complaints of little importanee, should pro-
eeed,-with good faith to fix limits between them
which should be matually convenient, which
should not be liable to eontroversy, or be un-

i

| to his majesty for West and East Florida, whese

territory casiward of the Misaiswipp i, vnless the !

(States 3 the elaim with which you have been| :ll_ln:::htb, or violated by, the r"P“_ﬁ'c subjects

i You did me the honor (o appland & proposi-

tion so frank and liberal, as dictated by equi
and good faith—and made known to me, wil
' lhe;amc frﬁl}kn!ils, that the United States de.
'sired to unite to its dominicns all the ¥Wu 5
which belung to Bpain to (W& efat of the Mise
sissippi ; and that, for them, they would offer
to 8puin those which were belween the Rio del
Norte and the Colorado. But as not only these
lands, but all those which Jie between the Co.
lorado and Cape North, drawing a line by the
river Mermento, or Mermentao, towards the
Presido of Adias, and from thence by the Ar-
‘royo Onda towards Natchiteches, are a part of
the provinees of Texas, belongiog to, and in the
uninterropted possession of his majesty, with-
otit there having been, in relation thereto, any
dispute between France and Spain, that dis.
pute being solely as to Natehitoches, which

| fort the French raised, urjustly, in the territo.
| vy of his catholie majesty; it results that this

proposition not euly does not offer eompendation
cession tire Urited States intimate wounld be ve-
ry agreeable to them, batitinvolves the relin-
quishment ol"the property and possession which
his majesty has of the territory in the provines
of Texns, which lies hetween the Colerado and
the vieinity of Natehitoéhes. _

To propositions so distant from the equal-
ity and reeiprocal eonvenience in which we
have agreed to treat these affaire; ¥ answered,
that, as the powers of his majesty had been

vantage of the departurs of Mr. Brent, I have
not received express instructions touching the
entire cession of the two Floridas, whieh the
United States wished: and, although they
prove to me the desire of his majesty to ac-
cormmodate them io all arrangements which
may he enmpatible with his interest, 1 saw my-
self obliged to wait for instructions on this
point, uf so much the greater importance, as
it relates to the session by his Bpanish majest

United States of the port of Pensacola, whie

was-the key of the Gulf of Mexieo, the best
port of that Gulf, and which was the more pe-
cessary (o his majesty for the seeurity of bis
possessions ; but-that, in the mean time, if you

|should propose to me, on the part of this go-
'vetnaient, to make the Missiseippi the froa-

|lier, I should sec in that proposition a disposi-

tion on the part of the United States to offer
some equivalent, and I would recommend it
to the consideration of his majesty as a fixed
end stable limit te assure the peace and tran-
quility of the two nations. ; :
I hope that you will recognize in this exposi-
tion the sincerity and ingenuousacss with whieh
I proceed, and that you will, on & view of it a-
dopt, of the two modes proposed for selting on
foot the negutiation, that which will be most a-
greeable tu the United States. The first, that
is to say, that of discussiug .nd.agrbein apon
the reeiprocal rights and sretensmlglof the two
nations, is the safest; and that whge.h sught to
conduct us, with xe- greatest precision, to the
indemnities and to the establishment of limits
between them, sinee nothing is more easy than

that, each point of justice being agreed upon,
the equi ot o i should be rranged upon
prjuciples of equality and reciprocal conveni-
e.:ﬂ. The second is shorter, but it requiresa

wletter, ingerfed above.

cripps

> [

_Irelinquishment of all views of aggrandizement

— e

Lo Mo, 100,

e

hastily sent to me, by Mr. Cevallos, to take ad- .

#



