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From the Freach of J. B. Say, JAuthor of a}

T'reatise on Political Beandipy: 4
. Tu#ong Mterruplion of the commynications
between France and Great Britaia, has render:
ed very valuubie the few moments elapsed sinee
the peace. ve have been at liberty to seek.
on the other wide of the channel, an explana-~
tion of several phenomena, the results of which
only were known to us 3 and to measure the le-
ver which more than onee has raised Earope.

The prodigious influenee exerfed by the Bri-
tish nativn on the eontinent is not to be traced

“to ler military force, or indeed to her navy.
Nor isit to be attributed to British gold ; for,
ever since the year 1797, Great DBritain bas
bad no other than paper mouey, which does
not rest upon, any metallic seeurity; and per-
baps of all the nations in the world, Englaud,
cousideriug every tiing, owns the least quanti-
ty of the precious metals. The wewlih and
the eredit of this nation have worked the won-
ders which we hLave witnessed, and as those
powerful arms are the result of her whele pub-
lie economy, it is the system of her eeonomy
whieh is her eharaeteristie feature, and which
des>rvzs to fix our attention.

Until the year 18'4. Fraoee who haditbe as-
eendaney on the cantinent, and Great Britain
who had the suine uscendaney at sea, eould not
fairly be suid to have come to a direet; elose eon-
test, and us wneither their existenec, nor iadeed
their power, was endangered by the nuwmerous
sngsgements whieh they bad with eaeh other
on both elements, however mueh humanity may
deplore ‘the effeet, those engagements can bo
enusidered in no other light than as skirmishes.
But their total resutt kas been to deprive Eng-
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— [tive iiduu!ry. eould pro@i;o annually, the means
of defraying the immense cost of wars, such ar thousaad pounds sterling.

—
b

thq:e which have been \u;'ai% for filteen years:
ast. ' o

. All the dountries already invaded, and tlmo!
thr&ntened with invasien, without being partial
to Bngland, were yot compblied to look to her
for subsidies. British ageats spread over eve-
ry accessible part of the eontinent, aund-ia the
nllied armies, in Portugal, in Spain, in Germa-
ny. forced to proeure either in kind, or in eash,
all the sucecours which Great Britain had en-
gaged to farnish, offered their drafts on London,
an operation which re¢ndered bills of exchange
paysble in England, abundant on the eontinent.
and this lowered the exchange to sueh a degree,
thata pound sterling, which at first was equa!
to twenty-four franes, eould, for a while. be
bought on the econtinient, at from sixteen to se-
venteen franes.?

The tame. depreciation objained with res.
\:eel to the curreney of Hamburgl, Vieana, aund

ishon. ) .

Whaut was the result ?

Every speeunlator of whatever nation, eould
draw goods from Bngland. and procure ata pro-!
fit, the money With which he was to pay for
them. If he bought in Birmingham goods, to
the amoant of a poind sterling,.iunlea?l of giv-
ing twenty-four francs Freneh for the pound
sterlinF. which he was to remit for the guods,
he had (0 pay at most, eighteen franes, so that.
he eould well agree to make no profit on the|

upon them, sinee By ibe exehange alone, he
gained twenty-five per cent. or ane fourth of the
sum to be remitted.  We ought not then to be
surprised at the activity ofthe British manyfac-
turers at eertain times, and at the inereasé ob-
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twelve millions, three hundred and vinety-one

QOue is apt to conceive himvelf mistaken, in
mnunplatling such a frightful result for the ex-
penses of one single year, which, aceording to
all apprarances, has been exceeded by the ex-
aeme- of 4814, and still more by those of 1815,

ut this statement is founded on official com-
muniealions, and attested by writers devoted to
the British administration. _

Of this amount of annual expense, akout six-

ty-nine millions sterling, were supplied by the

tuxes of the yedr, 'Che rest was procured from
loans aod anticipations in other words, ubuut
one milliard, seven hundred millions of franes
have been raised upon the revenues, or if you
please, on the anngal profits of the British va-
tivn, and one milliard® onits eapital ar savings,
and Yhat too, independent of !fw taxes whfich
th= Balian sufyg. for lueal expepses, far pnblic
warship, and for the poor, whieh, as every ane
ki we, amount to cansiderable sums. So that,
it s not perhaps fur from truth, to deelare, that
the British government devours one hall of the
revenues whieh kpring froni the aggregate pro-
dues of the seil, of tie eapital, and of the in-
dustry, of the British nation.

In the moral, ax in the pliysieal world, facts
grow oot ¢f eael wther. A result becomes the
eauss of another result, whieh tu its ture will
beeome a eause. The enormity of the burdens
suppirted by the British nution, has rendered

lexmlilanlly expensive all the produets of its | aewspapers,
goods nay more, he could even agree to lose goily und of its indusiry.  Each of the articles l iwformation is to be derived from either.

consumed by the Prnrlucliu.- classes, each of
their movements, il 1 may say so, being taxcd,
the produce ol their indusiry Lias beeome deurer,
while they are not benefited by the inercase of

prise. Ineneh profession, the gains are not sengi--
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come rieh, in order to place-themselves shove
the reach of events, and to vie. with those rich-
er than themselves, in every ‘kind of exirava.
ganee. The greatest reproach in Frauce, iny
to be deficient in ‘coursge. The severest re
proach in England, is, (o be deficient in guineas.
The opinion ie, perhaps, 1ot more reasonable on
cne side, than on (ke other.

This economie pbsition has a most deplora-

' philosuphieal observer muy fairly apprebe
that the country of Bueon, %bﬁlm,), l!!l!l Lnf:::
is doomed] to retrograde rapidly rowsrds hsrba-
rism. It seems eertain, that pecple there do
not rend as mueh as they formerly did. They
bave no time for it, nng
‘the rieh, who may thivk only of smuseme
have other” enjoyments than these eonnecte
with seientific pursvits ; and, it faet, their
ppleasures disquudify.(hem for the stutly of the
seiences. ‘| he best becks are seldom read ET
people of dhshion, The restling truly useful;
requires an application which is irksome to
them 3 and if perebanee, they happen 1o read &
good work, it is as seed which falls op an ex-
hausted soil. ‘T'he middle class is the only one
which studies uscfully for society ; but before
lomg, it u:ill be impossible even for the middle
ﬂla'n‘n-, to study in Great Britain.

I'here are still, however, two sorts of publt
cations which are read, and which indeed are
of firat uecessity., to wit, the Bible and the
It remains to be aseertained what

I have suid, that dearvesw does not lead ne-
eessarily to profit.  Ofien even the producer of
an urtiele gning 0 much less, in proportion as
this very urticle sells high. The inercased
priee diminishes the number of eonsumers. bee

servable in the population of both their manu- bly gieater.in eonsequenee of the inereased price enus= it places the gouds, beginning with thuse

lin these nst in a less remarkable degree.

Such are the cawses of the progress mude
daring the war by the eommeree und manufac-
tures of Great Britain ; But this is not all. |

‘Uhe population of the eities increasing with
the profits of industry, the demand for ull ar-
tieles of fuod insressed likewise. Whent, the
aver2ge prise of which in 1794, was 56 shil-
{lings the quarter, (about £45 pound of 8 vuaees.)
{was sold 1n £813, as high as 136 shillings.

‘Lhis enormous price having considerably -
creased the profits of the farmers, by a ueees-
sury eonsequenee, the reat of the larms advin- |
ced at the recaewal of every lease, and both l'.uuj

land for mearly twenty years, of her easy and
regular eommunieations with the eontinent, and
France of almest all her maritime relations.
Tle eolonies separated from the mother-coun-
¥y Have eithar =omlapad themeelves indepen-
dent, orbeeome a prey to the British : an

the commerce beyond seas hus fallen into their
hands.
straggling vessels, most of whieh even eould
nol eseape them, it was in their ships. or at
least by their permission, thut the merchandise
of Asia and America was brought (o our guar-
ter of the globe, aud that the produce n? the
European suil and industry found its way to the
other parts of the world, Whether this pre-
ponderanee have been eonfessed or not, whether
tiis commeree was earried on by smuggling or
licenses,-in disguive or epenly. still suen is the
fact.

'vhat have been the consequences of this
monopely & ‘The eommereial profits of Great
Britain have ingreased in a wonderful degree.
More than twenty thousand vessels of all na-
tions, have entered every year the ports of Great
Britain. The wealthiest merchants of Holland,
Bremen, Labeck and Hamburgh, terrified at
the approach of a conqueror, who advanced not
ouly with eannon but systems, took refuge in
England, dod earried with them their capitals.
Commereial enterprises multiplied; a greater
nomber of ngeuts of every deucripliuu, fromn
the supercarga to the porter, found employment;
and us families’ augment in proportion fo the
means afforded to procuce a livelihood, the po-
pulation of the maritime eities of Great Brituin
luereased in a very remarkabledezree. london
100 longer & eity: itis a provinee eovered with
houses. ~ Glasgow, whicki in (he year 1791, eon-
*.tatned a population of only 66,000 inhabitants,
has now 110,000: Liverpool, which in 1801,
reckoned 77,000 inbabitants, contains now
04,000 : Bristol in the same space-of time hus
tdvaneed from 63 to 76,000 souls,

The establisbment of doeks and warehnuses

ee from eustom house duties, in all these ports,
facilitated the distribution 'hroughout Europe,
of the goods whieh wrrived there from every
cormer of the world, and the exportation of the
produce of the interior was encouraged by the
drawbacks., But another cause whivh had ne-
ver been thought of, favoured this immeuse
Commerce still more. '

After Bonaparte had succeeded at last, by
grrdual encrouchwents, in usurpisg all power
m '.Frnnee, his restless activity, the gigantic
Projeet of umiversal domination, made every
Pe?le of Europe, one after another, an enemy
o Franee. Republicun France had no enemies
but kings. Under Bouaparte, nations beeame
¢ adversaries,  Those who appeared to be
tll.ﬁ allies of Boaaparte, were his seeret ene-
Wes. The abominable system by whieh im-
Detse armies are made to subsist at the expense

the tountry whieh they oeeupy, whether

vend or foe, had hy degrees heightened this| i sedecm its notes in specie. than it was in 1813, .
ity into rage. But Burope exhnusted ‘?.L?'Dnr:_ g the wa, one pndred gHiness in gid payable
‘Nlud obstinate m-ipmpellﬂ,’i‘ﬁel'ih}ﬁ' h;i t have been bought with winety,three

 guinead

And, if we except a small number of

But whilst the war inddeed thiy furced exer-
.tion of British industry, the British themselves
‘derived but little advantage from it. "The lax-
es and loans wrosted from them all the piofi «
'l‘he&:esﬁghad at once apon thy laboncs of
ull cibses, #ibbed them of the best portion
f their earnings; and “the loans absorbed in
part, the savings of those bold adventurers, of
those knowing speeulators, wha were on the
wateh to make the mast of cirenmstanecs.
| The Faedlity with which the government could
jobtain loans, that is to suy. spead any sum pro-
|vided it could pay the interest ou the same, led
‘Lo the most ehormoas prodigality. I'he expun-

mers and pr.:pfictor! made considerabie gains. |-*n-

| fueturing, as well as commereial cities, altliauzh! of thearticles produ-ed beennse thiy i:nl'l:einglt-lll which may, by any possibility,
price goes to the discharge of the uddinenal with, out
taxes (o be paid bythe producer, and thus udds:

pothitg to s profits; and this genersl enhance-
ment compe s the pirodacers, io their eapaeity
of eodsumers, 14 impose ulon thewselves con-
tinualprivations.

An Englistunnn who trades with a espital noy
his owu, of he is obliged 19 pay aniuterest ou

|that eapital. cannit maintain his family, A

Landedestaty, or a capital in the steekes, whieh
every vhere else would be'eompetent to procure
vase, vithout Libpaps are not envughon Log.
laad  to ecalile their owner to live. If
he duts not employ  them direetly himseld,
@b exert soane perticulas arty e must he
eoncerded either n priveipad or susiliern, in
snme separite ondertuking

tn a word, the Eaglishman who Bacit net i:
nis power to exereise sume sort of art or idus
iy, Levhohasna lixed; a moderate rev: nue, and
Wi s pus boond e the seil, travels mto ¢oun-
i7tos whoerediving s less expensive 3 ald this is
the ative whieh, has dnves towards Franee,
Rl‘fl:;it. e wiizerland, and ii.\l_t. Lrose SWNATINN
of Boglish cavelleors, in the wamber oi whom.
there ar inde-d a fow to be Fouad, avieated by
curios'yalone. Lo this ¢ause s ik wise tw b
traced tie great distress of that clasy of work-
men wheare cozaged 10 manulfacrures. A da-

'ses of the war were gredter to Ergland than to'borer in Bugland, sccording to tie number

‘any other nation, In the first place, the ad- of perswsin Lis family, and naotwithstund
{ministration, in what relates to the purchaseof 108 the mosl prawme worthy exertions on his

_necesgary supplies, suffered, as well as every. part, - ebnol earia—more than three-Fourths e

{other eousumer, by the inereased priee of all ar- and somdtimes unt moce than oue half, of what
ticles; of whieh inereased price. itself wus the is necessary to defray his expenses. "Uhe pu-
first eause. Great Britain has to pay not enly [rish, thatis, th produce of the tax laid fur the

be disprosed
. of the reach of certain fortunes,
Lhose who do not altogether give up the artjs
cle. are more sparing in its use : henee it js-i
less demund than it was before. The eompeti
tun of the consumers dimivishes, although that
rul the producers remains the same.

1tis thus that the latter, ia proportion as they
deprive themselves of the articles which they
were secustomed to use, feel more imperiously
the neeessity of seiling even at a very moder-
ule profit, the actieles which they produce. No
where are exerticus (o attraet the attention of
purchasers, ¢arried farther, than in England.
Henee the studied nieety in the sceting off of
their sliops to the best advantage ; the ridieu-
lous ornuments by which attention is challeng-
vd. Henee the multiplied udvertisements, the
gools offered below the usnal price, the tone of
quackery whieh strikes a foreigner. The die
ivetors of Lhe fiest thontre 10 Lendon boupt
tbemselves in the most pompous style, of the
applause whiel their performers have reeeived
frim an enrapturcd wudience; un uudience by
the by, in fa great degree, eolleeted by theme
“elves.  luorder to inform the publie of some
new enterprise, or indeed of a simple. ehange of
domicile, it is not deemed sufficient to fix a no-
fice at the eorper of a wall, but you are mei eve-
ry stepin the streets of London, by ambulatory
advertisements, displayed like so manny baa-
nersyin the midst of the busy erowd, aud whish
you can read as you walk along, witt.out losing

minirte, o )
Uhis veressity to sell, creates a sort of strug.
gle between the producers. ‘The guestion isy
who sliall seil cheapest.  But. as the artiele is

ble effeet on the ‘progress of scienee ; and the.

bouks sre oo dear, -

for her own
lies 3 not only the stipend of her ow. armies,
but those of many others. " The militury and
naval furees of Great Britain arve scatiered ull
over the globe, =

Supplies to be sent, magazines to Le formed
in Asia or America, cust twice as much as thie
(same would cost in Europe. Every soldier seut
{there, ¢osts as much as two soldiers near hume;
and this is a great advantage sceured for ever
to the United States, ip their quarrcls with G
Britain.

I speak not here of the abuses in expense;
they are earried to a most secandalous height;
nor of aneient abusea, which have erept in by
degrees ; nor of late ones, whieh have been in-
troduced on purpose 3 nor or of those which are
pointed out, and inveighed cguinst, by the op-
position party, hecause none but the fricuds of
the ministry profit by them ; nor of those upon
which all parties aresilent, becanse they are
countenaneed by the national vasity. 1 speuk
of the whole together, the result of which is,
that, although taxes bave quadrupled since the
year 1703, the expenses of each year have pro-
gressiyely exeeeded the amount of the revenue;|
—-that it beeame necessary to provide for this
pregressive deficit by loans niore considerable
from year to year, and which bave ultimately
carried the priucipal of the debt of Great Bri-
tain, to the enormous sum of seven hundred and
seventy-seven millions, four hundred and sixty
thousaud pounds sterling; the aunoal interest
of whieh, added to the current expenses, ren-
dered, in the year 1813, the total amount of the
publie expeuses of the eentral government no
less than the incredible sum of one hundred_ and
% It s 4n error to suppose that the depreciation of ex-
change on London, originated in want of ednfidence in
bank notes, the only currency with which & bill of ex-
change on England can be paid., Twenty-three, francs
ure now given for one pound sterling, which formerly
sold for not more than sixteen francs. 8till we all know,
n that the bank of Eagland is now no more able

e

on the cont here was rio want of

: The _

supplies, but for these of ber al-|maintensaee of the poor, nust suppiy tre defi-

lthat they expeed all their wants, and s-t at de-

unavoidably expensive, on aceount of the taxeg
cieney,  One third)it is smid, of the popa'ation with whieh it is saddled, the grower must save
ol i¥reat Britain, is thus oblig d ro resort tolon the quality. T hus is it E)be seen in Eng.
pubiic eharity. Few beggars are to be met land. as every where else, that goods are so
‘with, beeanse the assistanee which they reecive, much less perfeet of their kind, as they are
is delivered (o them m their houses; wnd tis dearer 5 some q‘uulili*-s which formerly were
ussistanee 0ot beiug of 1tself sulfisient to sup-- exeellcnt, bave become good ¥ nothing The
port them, they, are still compelled 1o work  wollen stoeking manufnetory of the British,
An Locest Koglish taveller. who journeyed their work m leather. eutlery, &e. the reputa.
lately from cne end of Erance to e vitier, tionof which extended all over Europe, are no
mauifested al every step, his estonlshment that longer worth what they were.- ‘The silks maa-
people thete could carn a livelilood by tieir Ja- ufactured by them, are but a eobweb, and under
hour. ‘V'his astonishment ndicates clearly, the name of wine,'the nation whieh is said to
what takes place in Great Briain. be the richest w the world, is condemned to
There ar}, no doubt, hkewise, to be met with, drink the most dungerous poison,
in England, wealthy proprietocs, rich ca,i18=| 'y the same cause are tocbe traced the nu-
lists, who h!'u"e no business to pursue but their yep g crimes which are committed in Great
pleasures. Their revenues arc so igio-ensey piguin — Thepe were fifteen thousand per-
fiance all dwrpess. Butl their number is nl- s.m-smnluclﬂl '_".if!s' Fhe “.h.”:e of Fu.
ways ineonsilerable, compared with the tutali:, rope docs not exhibit Hl‘l(‘h_ a multitude of con-
victs, and this number increases progressives

ty of the nutin,  “The British vation o geuer-| 1 ; : _
al, except these spoiled chiidren of Furtune,is 'Y from year to year as do the taxes, the llUt.)-
wedded to perpetual labour. It ean cujoy uuih" ‘I"h.'. &e. VVI'!H[ is to be the end l:lf this
rest.  ‘Thers ave in Eugland; no adlers by pre- I';qlp;dhng progression I | p.ut the question,.—
fession. fivery man, who is not actively en-! ‘This dreadful state of things has been as-

gaged in some pursuit,—every mao, who, if Ilctibed to the want of religibn.  There is no

remarked atonee.  ‘Lhere are not iu Luglamd,' England. M ethodism, whicl) is the fanati-
coffee hoases,"or billiard rooms filled wp with cigp of Claistianity, has made there a pro-
loungers from morning till iight ; and the pub- gress which every body has noted. It is prin-
lie walks are deserted eyery othier d‘“-" Ul SUbs cinally in Catholic countries that incredu-
day. On that day they ure frequented by every ity has guined ground. 1t is time to put an

l.:u;:-{ ;::: ml(: :“:,{:’ u;’,"ulaf;f::?::‘,:,tfr;: sazl:f . end 1o absurd declamations not justified by ex-
ninelz. BI;[:; Mplhe ll’,’aril.ii'h as allow them-| Derience, and candidly to confess that the eco-

selves the least relaxation in their kabours, ate| HOMic situation of a nation, or, if’ you please,
soon overtaken by eomplete ruiu ; aud I was wants considerable in Comparison “_'_'_!h athﬁ.
sssered in Loudon, thst several of “theve fawmi-|means of gratifyirg them, are the principal
lies who had but Jittle beforehaud, Bud fallen|cause of this multiplicity of crimes which are
into the . greastest embarrassments during the|a source of affliction for philosophy, not less
stay of the allied sovereigns in Loudon, because| than for religion.

these prinses stroigly excited curiovity, and in|  yyjo, e gee a nation so active, €0 noble,
rde o e hew, e peopl d inerm i i compeled i comeqiene of b
Sy 0 R '| economic system to labour so intensely, and
Those even who, being in tolerably good eir-
cumstanées, still eontiaue to labour, although
they might dagvithout it 3 labour in order to be-

when we see a country abounding in talents,
in virtues, yet disgraced by so many crimes,
Ve are

ek he b dnce o e
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 but the mest

Ared (o resist, to oppose & whole pppulation filence
-::1“:. arms, :Ion i:vmilgf Pﬂ‘ﬁi%
Sapport_the ex : ia
e, "Nothing buy the meat prodigisusly

ot s aatof Gonbdn
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{ * 4 milliasdof francs s
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about 600 millins of dollars. | of what use then is Civil and rel
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may-use the expression, fovks arcund Lim, is country where there is more religion than in -

to suffer notwithstanding so many privations§

ask ourselves with bitterness:




