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Congressional ProceFdingg. 5]

{N THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
: Wednesday, :Du. 8

_q revert (o this date in the proeéedingy, é:d
.a that of the fifth, in order to give tha remarks
of Messrn. Ciay, Rabertsen aund Fort the, .on
Cae saujeet of oug retations wit - n:eriu
agd tue Spanivh reyoted ptavioses,, e rnr'!{'ll-
jety so douht exiys o lenrn the ﬂe'nr'dh e
fundewg geollemen in CORZTCSS § and as the ro-
marks atloded 1o abbve were excluded last
wek sy the President's me-sage, ¥ eaanot

it then in the piesent paper f=—=
d.“[‘ll“:l: Lhe h:-.tturi:mui‘rntg.qsing of the‘su!-jer...t,
the resolution suwmitted by Me, Clay 18 azain
sertad

[0 Anf} that the said eommittee be instrueted
{o engrire whether any. and, ifany.whal pro-
visions of law are nee s2ary.o eawisu lo the
Anerican enfonies af Spava, a jusi oh&---.v-mt:"'
of the dnties incidant to the aeutral refatiny in
which the United Saatos atand, in the existuig
war hetwaen them and Spain.

Mr. Clay snul, that sy presenpting, ‘ot so

early & period of ‘fie secnion tins wuhjecl Lo the

. On this e
_ m_mﬂ!o I:O '_ﬁr’o :

i) authority.
jthe pro

S

-7

83, ander yny constrastion, to depstilnte § mi~
16 would detain the|pt _
] be was satisfied;relative to the inde
ified the

ing that had talkea ‘place,fen.
that faws eu be 4 ;

be inmediately amended.| Mr. Robertson said, that he l:ppou;l there

to bim it besame the Congress ta interpage its}s lulisn which he had just sub
_Persons sailing wader 1he flag o !
es had been arraigned io our vearts, |late messuge 6f the President, that the alten-
sud tried for piraey ; io dde eadse, afler hav-]tion of thé house, as well as of the patinn, had
ing been areaigned, tricd, sad sequitted of pi.fboen, in

,or-éq:'ippcd in sueh a. muaﬁ&ﬁ&nhnﬁ_ﬁﬁtd to fay before the house ;ﬁ'w re pl
(repredentatives sach information as he muy l;_zop:'
and think pmp;r to sommuniedte, d’
us | | endedee and politioal [of the regolmtivn, whether it was hot ¢ ™
y eould not but agres with him, if the Taw kwﬁiﬁm of the __provrioo of Spmiish Ameri-|its e:ulnﬁoh'nun, &wbelhr]‘:a‘:;‘:t
‘h’ﬂ:‘ ' ’ of pxcepting =
t te

No. 1183.
azd some dang . _¥n this casel
t. that all which ecomld be known
dught to be kaown'but e suggesied 10 the mover

to contaj the dual qWalifieation
such infordativn us the previdént might deem

r cases had oesarred in whish it appenred, wodld be no objection to the adoption of the pe- ‘hpomminﬁd'oﬂnhuipm‘hlé with the
e -_rm'«! to the eon-|lic interdst. Mr, P "
videration of the House. He found, from the |communieated all #hat by knew, br all jthat he

presumed the president bad

withed songress to Kuow ou the ‘snbject ;. and
as it was uswaliinrequesfing information of the |

& geaeral way, direeted to the situa-| Execative,-to ask for sueh only as the pablis.

taey, the sume individaals, on.(he instigatron
of & Spaaish officer or agent, Aad heen arraign-
od again for the same offence. [he: geatle-

\
the tovh of Boston. We admit the flag of
|these colonjes into ear ports, said Mr.C.; we
profess to be newiral; btut if our laws

sony under that fag enter npr porte, t

toun ‘e, (hat the Mement Lthe preperty and per:titation of Veiu:  infux
def ' y {c" shall]lald befere it by the then President, and a re-

liull’?f Lhe provinees of Spanish Ameriea. The|interest wonld, in kib npihion,llgarmit to be dis
Président had observed too, nnd very troly,|¢losed, he propesed so {0 madify this motion,
thet the ecitizens of the United Blates sympa-|io which xhape oaly conld be eondent to veln

man Lrom Muassaehosctts would correst bhim iffthised in the events Which affected their reigh- [ Tor it.
bo was wrong ; for the ense hud ocvearred in{Bours. Mr. R said, that, as far back #s the

1 Mg, Robiertstn signififd his roady aseelit %
vear 1811, this subjeet bad excited “¢vnsidera-{ Mc. Forsyth’s propesition. " ~
g intoreet § that a committe had been f!.ile_dé v

¢ deedaration of indepeadence and the dou-
cla, with othes i 3

ey

herayplution paghed uem. con. as meiified :
ahd a committee of two was

appointed to. ws
Spon the pragidob withies igted .

Jevdeiged; tib 08 wiarmed by the Ypswish min. ! port on them submitted to tie house, The re-
inter W edonul g the progerty of Bpmiwj aud the ' port, am:ng other thiogs, expréasedmach good
other prosecuted as pirates, that taw odght to'! Will lowarda the Venezacleaus, un | ayintenuss
healtercd of we mean to perform our peotral'td acknowledse their wpendence wlenever
rofessions. I have bronght the suoject be-, that indeperdense whenever that ipdependeace
re this House thas pra.;:rt!y, said Mr. C. he- shonld be aehieved. Frowm that ume ull the
gauve Itrost that ix ta1s Wowde the eause: wili! present silerce had been abserved o 1egard to
finljasticet that, however treafed olsewhpre,: the affairs'sf that pact of the evutmen... The
jon this tinor will be fonud & gaardian interest! reason was ohvinus ; we were suon ailte. eugag-
‘attehding to eur perforamaeenl tie Just ofy:z- led 1n war Wil'lIEnglland, snd wsines the peave
gations ofaeairalpny.  Hitherto, be saith whai«|our 9Wa pressang vonaerng had occupied our at-
jrvar waizht have heen our inteylions, sur aets ! tention: ' . '
,bat fieenail on the ather side,  From the prn-l The president lins spoken, sir, of the inter-
elastaiion of 1315, csaned 1o terminate aa 'upe.|ul and the ayinpathy we feel i the affmiry of
ddstann $apposed to heargahiziag (n Lomsiana,; our sosthery neighpre. P. rhaps it m.y be sapd
an Ex"'?'-."”'iq“ lﬂl“li"-?‘ 4‘1“11' hl [l'\g m‘_-.’el “r. lhp!w“h tl‘l.llh, "lu‘ no S'ihjﬂel C‘leilE! ‘!:Tﬁugh(ﬂlt
Creéalierde Daw, duwn 1o the late ast—whe-|the civilezpd worid a siranger intefest than the
NOF TAR LaenAlce was.u pruper onesr mat he contest i which the provinces of Spanieh A-
i astsay : oaicdovidense an ihe, Executive ! merica are engeged.  Kvery wiud that blows

p B Al December 9,

« Military. Boimty Lenda~<Mr. Johnson of
Ky. reported a bili authorizing a commutation
of Soldiers” Bannty Lands. : - :

{'The first seetion of this will provides that
the soldiers of the lale and present arry ahall
be allowed te .eommit their land patents of
cnims for maoney, at the rate of one dollar and
forty cents per aere,, to be paid in fonr anowal
ins:alments, by the Penninn Agents appointed in
the teveral S(ates 1 provied that there be in
all éntesu complete rolinguishment of alljelaims
on suil lands by the commataters to the U, BY
The second section of the bill makes the apy
Eopﬁiuion ntepseary. to cacry the {irst into g¥¢

et

The hill was twice read end committed.

Amelia Tslgnd and Spanish FPatriots.—Mr.
Ruea vffered for sonsideration the fullowing
resofution :

sonsideration of the house. Was ic onan|d2nee po gy i) yypiase it wae adopted s susticient |

¢l eertnin proceed:ngs which be tud seen re- oot rmiown to the ather for soppresvng,
presented in the pudtic priias as haviag caken oo was calted, ke valanlishmeunis a1 Agelia

walls to our shofes the schemes aml epecula-
tions of Purepean statesmen and politiciane ;
from the frozen regions of the north (o the mit-

lage before certain” of our rovrts of jesues
E‘wo or three eases heasing on (his sbhjeet nan
comeé to his knowiei! e, whieh be wished ‘ta
tate to the hoase. 'Tue first hnd ecenred a;
*hiladelphia, before the sireait court of tke U,
$iates held in that city,

‘The cirenmstances of the case, for wlhieh
hawever he did not pretend (0 veueh, hnving
received them through th: cheanel already ia-
dieated, were theses if they were incorizuily
stam:d, be was happy that a genllzman il ta-
ken his seat this mosping from that eity,' who
would be able lo correct him : that mmwe orftey
British disbanded otficers had formed.in Bnzine
the resolutiom to #nitd themseives wita o
faoniah pateids in ;jr‘s! *xisting hetwedn
them and Spain 5 that to earry inte eciet this
mtention, Lhey had saifed from Burope, aad in
their teansit to South Ameriga had toushed at
the port of Philadelphia ; that duking their re-
sidenee in Philadeiphia, wearing perhaps the
arme and hubiliments of military men, makia
no disguise of their intention/to participate iu|
fhe struggle, they 400k passage in a vessel
bownd te some -port in 8- Amerika; that & know-
ledge of this fact having come to the ears of lbe
pablie authovities, or, perhaps at the instiga-
tion of same agent ol the Spanish =overmmeat,
& prosec ition was €o meneed against these of-
ficers, who, from their inability to prozure bail,
were eonfined in prison. If, said 3r. C. the
tircamsianc-s attending this transaetion bhe

%ia war afllioting to humauity.- Nay, their sito=

vhimad dad Gelvriztown sl tue asts of tho der eitmes of the peninsula. it elicita remark
ygevertemedt hai heen on oue siie g they ail ._5\“?1 C_qmmﬂnd*_&l_‘ﬂ"i“'l- iven Alexander, he
{boara ng'.;;i,ul‘;\ue Cilunizs, agaiast the -ause m"*‘_?!" wivtes cpislizs aboat peaee sud bible so.
1.‘-'.=:h thie pateiots of 3suth A nerica were ar-|Cicties, wiule he oheld tue sword of hattie
Liluowsiy engaged, AL beeame usy he said, to gm_i-.-pre;w_«ubq weapons of destruetion, the
linak 10" Uie uther side baaestly intending ueu-' 1t is said, s aboul to wrnish his Cosaacks, ta
Lieadity, ad his helievad woudil. © Lot us reeol-|wdd to the arrers of, =8 itis already ealled
ot the eeadivien of the gatriats 5 oo minister ! the waz ol deaih, Ube thouders of the pop»
Ho spu®hnuur governmnent, as was sard woan | 0n, the e daf ‘h'_' chrisiian -ebureh, began
inla--'t:-iti‘l_-.;, and e anpéured o him eery can- 10 De "l"a?"‘s}mt‘ " donbhtwe shati oo his gn-

athemas gwing op the pegple of Sovth Ameri-

Ldd work reeetls punlishiod in this country 4
’r-mp_eeling the progress of the Soath Amarican | Cds bﬂd.‘ "}'] sutl, o 1hy pu:):nh{n?n t "ne here
and horeafier to the vrimes of rheiting and re-

reveliniou—no Minister here to be rewarded neres
by moble hanars in sonsdquance of the iultvese: | pualicaniva. 1T, thag, 1o gaverndents acrogs
Lhe is li‘up'gu;edqu‘pmtéga. with the Awmerienn|iby ‘}Huﬂ“ﬁk Sitnatis
goverpmoti. No : their uafortopate ease, Me. | 10ds futaiedthg; atrcly atis not @ malier of sor-
C. snid, was what curs had been in the years|prisc that tig citizénw of the Um{f States
(778 anl 1779—tieic Ministers, like our i_huuh.l will some suli‘f‘eimde tnra L cir atten-
Frauklips and Jays a‘ that day, were skuli-[tios towaude iien.  Every repabiietn in (he
ing aboiit Earope, implivivg roexorable legiti-{Yu.tad Stutes wiat lameni dieir disssters and
muey far one kind 1ook ; some ajl to terminure [e3alt i tieir triwnpls : taoy do bul dlew the

ation wis worse thaa ours: for we had one[Bndour fave to resist:uce o arnitaiy power,
sreat and magnasimousally to recogmize uy,[Bud tie peoyle of Spaiish Ameries. and ah o-
but-us nation gad stepped forward to agkayw- | thers, graahinguaderoppression, mnsi awe tleir
iedge any of those provinees. Such disparity @levation wud worth of characier “to the same
between the parties, Mr, C. said, domandold u €ireuinetavce.. Loy e hat foliow 5 aur font-
just ettention to the intercsts of the party which! sleps ; it is in vain to Ieny ordisguise (ke Faet 3
was anprescutod ; and il the fucts whaeh he (it ™ snowa thronghout the worid: whataver of
had mentioned, 2nd others which had eome to 19jury,despatism or priesteratt have sustained,
his knowledge, were eorrect, they leudly de-|whether from the revolution ol Franes, or (Lat

the sitnation of this péople he!

manded the intarposition. of Coagress. He

enrreetiy stated,it beeomes an imperions duty
in the bouse to iustitute the enquiry eontempla-
ted by th amendment which I have proposed.;
That this was a1 extrasrdinary ease was de-|
monstrated hy the fact of the gencral sensation:
which it had excited on the subjeot, ia the p;ace!
where it had oceurrel.  Filled as thut respest-
able and populoas eity is with men differigy
widely on politieal topieiand ehfertaining va-
rious views of publie affairs, bat eve sentimont,|
Mr. C. said, prevailed oo this suhject, whick
was favorable to the persons thus arraigaed.
With regard to_the conduet of the eourt on
this eccasion, Me would say nothing s the ros-|
puet which, whilst lie had a seat on this floor,:
be should always shew to every depariment of!
the goveramcat : thie vespect he entertained

for the honorable Jadge whe had presided,;

for badd him from prunvuneing the decivinn-af

fhat eoart to have haen unwarran.ed hy 1oy Leither any titention nor any idew of viel-ting|eteet thes

Eut he felt Himsell perfeetly sustained in say-

ing, that if the proceeding was warranted by; 001Ut hud been perteedy deeoraus and car-|sappii v

-

the existing law, it was the imperious dnty «f!

cungress to aller tbe law in ihis res mt.;gnimt the Actofl Congress of the last seavion sideat 5 0 v ve

For what,he a.%ed, was the neatral oh i_'ga.-i

in war P—The essenes of it is this : (Hat (he]
belligerent meaus of the neatral shall not be!
empluyed in the war in favor of either of the,
parties. Thatis the whele of the alligation!

of & third party io' & war bstween two others:;'

R eectainly does not enquire of one dation ta'
fesirain the belligerent means of other natioas.
fthese nations choore to permit their means!
® be employed im beha'f of either party, it is
¢ business to look to it, and not ours, Let
e copduet of the persons prosesated be re-
l ad in its most oufavorable light ;5 let it
** sonsidered as the passage of troops through
°UF country, and thers was nothing in ounc
Mulral obiigations forbidiog it. 'The passa
?ftmt. through & neutral country, asverd-
g to his impressions, was s question dspend-
“}l % the partisalar interest, quiet, or rapose
e eountry traversed, and might ba graat-
O refused, at its diserstion without in any

% affoeting the cbligations of the neutral|’

“her of the parties engaged in the econtro.
Yery, But sarsly, Mr. '

i : t m‘d,"ttliism wol
passage of troops: the _persens
Mlﬂ boing nL-n! aumber,

- -

e "‘
ra

itrusted the Hoase wonlil give the subject their

attention, and shew thet here, in this jluve,
the obligations of neutrality would he strietly
regarded in respect to Spanish Aweriea.

i’ Seargeant rose, in consequenes of the
gentloman haviog appealed to him, pot to enter
into auy diseussion of the question presentel
hy thie amendment, but te speax of the facts
whioh were within his knowledge. 'The atate-
ment made by the Spraker was subatuntially
carreel = it was also eirreet that tha eircam-
stance had oceaslonzd consideranle sensation a-
mong all parties in the ity of Pailaldeipiia.
Mr. 8. recapitulated the prineipal L2219, adding
that the vessel in which these pecssns 2mba -
ed was ladea with munttions of wor. s re-

]w.:;ich no%, Ibope, (ourisiits in unt hemix-
piter2, is [oid tu the aceount of our gluriors
revolution, and (he excelicat prineiples of onr
gonstliiulaon,

It is to be regretied, Mr, Speaker, that our
aequaintanee with the neople of “panish A-

itis: we entertain but one sentiment ahoot
them—our. feeliigs are ail in unwon ; yeol we
diifer and dispuse on u varicty of points, which
oLas desirakle shonid ne no lung v saffered o
remain in doubt.  Mexieo, Permy, Chrie, Bue-
098 Ayres, Yonezvein, New ! renada, are (hey
independent ¥ Acethey stropgling #o- nde-
pendence, or have they yielded to 147 Euro-
pean tyoart 2 lave hey mia kiawn their
siliatici 1o tae excontive depart ot » Have

meciea is pol more particalarand i:timate thao |

ror were so far at least of that opinion, that l:a-.y,lu.-..:n daitin,
tion which one nation owed to another enxazs ithapgat it uesossary to detain them. ‘The hail t‘uuh-%;; Jruia i

spreted the views aud intentions of i jersons

! Lhey dunpn dedd tw e pes cgnized avindon aden:
apprehended, Mr. 3. aaid, ho balieved thoy had )

goyereigaties & T they zuvern thoan- fves
vieats, fozislatuce, exney ve and
ey wned wallest yaxgea, < ocp gl
cexaed aaviedd ftin poss e that
ace rathe posecssion of

the laws of the United States, and thaviier jrtigdnr, 7

reeli=<Tae court hed tha’t they had offendal |t-' thesy fnety
v ovell known that there have
men af aigh resporelahico ty, fant
& govetamenis. ol Veprznela
domauded was ot highy but théy were not a-iNew Grencida, Buvnos .\yr--n and Mexiea, o
hfa to proeure it, an:d were, therefore, enmmil-{this eonutry, dao. for any thing I kinw ta the
tedto ganl. Lt was Leenuse of the sorrect de-{eontrary, irom athar pravinces, It is probahle
portment of theso persons, that the seatiment | chat they anve not remaided silent, but whate-
in their favor had been so general-—but mo|ver thoy may have snid has not heen made
compinint was made of the Court, for which |known 1o this house, or to this nation. Asno s
the samo respeot was untertained with whieh |guvernmeat is essentially popular, I wis!: in-
the Speaker himscll bad regurded it. He bud [forwation to be given to the people. 1 wirs
aentioned these fuots only that the house might, | for miarmation, that oar judgments mny sane-
when tie time same for acting on it, be aware (tioa seatiment our hearts so warmly approve.
of the eonstruction put oa the existing law, o L do not mean, Mr. Speaker, to commit myself
far as any had beeu given. in regard 1o my futare course—it must, to a
The.awendment moved by Mr. Clay to the [eertaiu extent, depeud upon btircumstances.
first resolution was agreed to without opposi- |'I'his house will ast as eircumstancer may re-
tion, quirey but for mysell 1 have no hesitation to
‘The comamittea of the whole ruae and report- |aay, that, il it shall appear that the provinees
ed their adoption of the several resolutions wov- |of Spanish Ameriea, or any of them, are re-
ol h{i Mr. ‘Caylor, with the amendment, whicb |ally indopendent; no earthly cousideration shall
the tHouse agreed to, nem. con. aud the comunit- |prevent me; in my pablie character, from ae-

tees were ordered to be appointed aeéording- [koowledging them as soveroign states,
¥ ; . | Me Forayth said, e was toe well acquaint-
a Bocomber 8. |ad with the temper of the people of the Uni-

. Roberison of Lou. offired the followiag

resolution for sonsideration : : )
Rasolved ~Tha the Provident ofthe Vi

P - i ——

o -

1

hopresi-

tad States on this subjeet, to oppose any motion
"Eﬂ ¢ uig_i’ni::o it ; suoh was not his object ;| But it appeared to him tbat the eall sow g
tod [but hio Kiiey WQW——{ i =t

.‘_ 'y i g . o

Aesolved, That the President, be requested
to lay hefore the House of Representatives any
information he may pessens, and think proper
to cotamunicate, relative to the proceedings of
certpin persons who took possession of Amelia
Island, at the mouth of St. Mary’s river, near
the hotundary of the state of Georgia, in the

summer of the present year, and, madé an es~
Ilahlinhmm{!hgug and alse any information
he bath, and may think proper to eaminunicate,
relative to an extablishment made, at sv earliet
period, hy Fnr’wm of the same due:(ilptinns in
| the Gulph of Mesien, at a plpee oulled Galvezd
teny within the limits of the U, 8, u_weaqngent
der the cessimof Louisiana ; together wif

e rensaps indelng him to isrgo orders to sups
press the said extablishments. :

Mr. Rhea uiﬂ&u the estzhilishments refers
véd to in the resolition he bad just offered, had
already exeited moeh nttention thronghont the
eountry, whieh wonld be still more attraeted
to that peint by the order given to suppressw
them. His objeet in offering thin motion was
to obtain suech mformation 8s might satisfy the

crample we buve sei-thowy we ows o glary minda-of the Amerisan poople ou the expediont

’c_v of thas measure, -t
Mr. Forsytt, moved ‘o sirike out the last
It would ba
lan extruardinary course ;for the Iloase to ask
for the reasons of lie measure in questions

| eTnuxe of the propesed resolution,

'vowed in (hejMemnzge of jthe President. To
Leall mpon biung, #fter ihat exposition, to expleid
the rearins for his eonduct, woald de to cast &
severe cflection on the execuative, us implying
oitsatisinction &t the reasove already pivon,
Kar hitg vwn part, vir, T oweid, the condoel of
the ‘.xecuuive appecred to him (o have been
parfelly enr-cety bur we bad no objeetion to a-
ln_\' afarmation aesired, i asked for anconneet-
ed with thy elausa he had excspted ta,
Bl dfuch- Nelsow, of Va, twice uddressed
 the ilonsé on the mwaia sahject of (he rosotution)
but  heing interrupted in liis remarks by ineis
dental circumsinnces, we have conneeted hig
|abservatians inthe ioliowing reporr of the sub-
‘stance of them. A few remarke arve. added;'
{which the interruptions refiried to prevented
tun from making. Mr. N was “deeidedly in
favir of the mation Like the honorable Bpeaks
er, who had alluded (¢ this matter when in
com.pittee of (the whale the other day, Mr. Ni
said, he feit his eonfidenee in the Executiv
not diminished 3 like him, be felt confident t].al
the measure of the gappression of these establ
ish-+ uts, was Fodnded, in their opinion, inu't
just sense of propriety, and in a desire to pro%
mote the poblie weal: wod he believed t lg
' for the sntistaption of the publie, nnd for a ju
tvinadiedtion of the Fxeentive, these docaments
Akoild be exhibited. 1 eannot but believe,
snid he, that the publie will see, that, in this
' measnre, {be eonduct of thie gavernment has
i boen marked by a dae respeet to the rights of
'the Spanish provinees, and a vigilant and
| prompt aitentdon (o the rigbts end ioterests of
our eountry. It is the best interest of the Span
nish previners, embarked io the nulle cause of
emaneipating (hemselves, (o give evidente b
the wortd, that all their proeredings are the rés
sult of jnst and sound prineiples; to repel and
refute, by a Righ minded and magnanimons
condaet, the walignant and ealamnions repreb
sentations, which wonld plaee them in the
grade of savuges and barbasisns. A jost red
ard to the apinions of the civilized world ; @
ue estimate of their own dignity and self res
spect, will lead them to disclaim oll connection
with these pracligsl establishments. Their
own interest weuld lead them io €o-operals in
the extinstion of these bordes of buceaneers,

never be eppesed to any eall for information
on any subjest, when wanted by the '

vy b, 2o T s

whea threy were distinet!y and satiafactorily a-

Mr. Holmes (of Masachuseits) said he should.
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