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v Uhe hon, Juln Quincy Adams, sccretary of

stule.

S‘ir-—Yuur‘]ctfcr to Mr. Erving, _r.‘:fcrs to
& vast mass of evideucey of which 1 dave not
been able with the utmost pains and diligence
to collect the whole, il indeed the whole be yet

neath him, (o send an ambassador extraordi-
pary to Tarin, to give satisfaction for that
violewee,”t ¢ It‘would be too contrary to
the peace, the repesc and the safety of na.
tions, ty their matual commerce, and to the
dutles which bind thew: to each other, for any
e suddenly to apply lo force, wilhout know-
ing whether the other is disposed to do him jus-

arms without necessily, are the scouryes of the
haman race, barbariany, enemies to sacicty,
and rebels to th law of nature, ¢ rather to
the common futher of mankind-”§ I leave ii
to you to make the application.

I know, siry there are exceptions {n  thes:
general principles § cuses, in which  there is
gnaderenson to dispease with thé ebservaace
of them. » & vy one wonld ravage feom o
nation an éssential right, o a rigut w:thow
whicl it o wid not hape tosubsist = i€ an am-
bitgos e gabour threatens the liberty of a ro-
syl i he regalye 1o subdue ity aud bring
s suljection 3 that republic will take
covu il enly from s courage. It will not
even attempt to wait the method of conferen.

piblished, I £ were to form a judsment

ces on 60 odious a pretention: it will bring

persisted in
teal rights to
the avowed

British orders in council : all these w

tion. Nor did the wation resurt to arms ex.
cept in one single case; and then not till

tice or torefuseil” 1 o< Those who run tojevery effort of n-gatigtion, every milder me-

thod of redress and comtravention, had, in the
opinion of the government, heen tried in vain
and exhausted, [ kpow, that the history of
military goverament furnishes cases enough
ofacontrarv complexion ; and if we imitate
their exaniple, we suall ay justly degerve, as
we shall surely inene, the wame [unisliment
which Providewce has visited on  theie folly
nd madness, ' ;
But, tomy uticr adyonishwrat, you inti.
mate an opinion. that the procecdings of gen.
Jacksonin Florida, ougbt not te be regavited
u3 measdres of hostility against Spnin. - Hut
for the weakness of that pewer, amd  the in-
becility of her government, she wonld rosent

for your s the sacrifice of meu- poli nnt,,onl. justifi demandit
hn{::i interests, whichfwa»nhnl o T
purpose certain, effect of the. we go to war vith her,
French Berlin and Milan decrées, and the simﬂ:) b

prompt her to make. And, if n¢ ﬁ

Y 8008
excited
in the

we may find, in the jealousies
abroad, and divgions at home, if not

were the subject of Jongand patient negotia-| dispensations of Providence, that it is s fim.

mutable maxim of wisdom and pulicy  te be'
absolutely certain always in whatever contest
we are engaged, that our adversary be in the
wrong,” .

Hitherto, [ bave considered Gen. Jackson’s
eonduet with a view of its bearing on our relas
tions with Spain ; but these tranSnetions prasefit
other questiqus of fur deeper interest, touchiiig
the relations betwecn that officer and executive,
and batweea the exeeutive and the nation, -

It is now aseertained beyond doubt, from the
doeuments ucaompu?in; the Presideut’s mee-
sage (o Congress (if some information he net
purposety  withbeld fram the publie, whish &
am far from suspeeting) that ia his hostile o,

Spaln, General Juckson acted not only without
orders from government, but directly ‘eontrary
'ty orders——T'he government hesitated long,
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rations against the dominions and subjests of -

snch an insinuation as an ifsult more ange- helore it “;""'_" nuthorize its furees, Lo cross thd
donable than the injury.  Neither gen. Jack-’ line ingo Florida, in quest of their savage foe

from the evidence T have seeny I shouid cer- e dhis quarre. all its efforts, ifs last re. 800'S actd are equivacal, nor dre his malives and when atlast it gave the order, ite mstrue.

tainly regard your vepresentaiion ol tue ate| o ivong, and afl the best blood it is c¢apable of | and designs left to conjecture.

transac'ions in Florida, a9 the rhetorical exe|
aggeration of eloquence and zeal, vather thau!
the inir deduction of reason anl justices Yet,
for the honor of my cauntry, i sincerely wisn;
it may be correct.—Ncither do { mean o [|\..;
ny any partolit. o controvert your con-|
clusions, without a full view and thorengh ex-|

As to St
shediing,  Itis risking every thing ouly to, Mavks, if tho facls were a9 you state (ERUR!

isten ta the Jeast proposition: then they may may not conteadict your ficts,)- that ¢ a4 he

traly suy. ung suduc—aullam  sperare salu.' approached that place, he was informed, di-
ferm 'l| . And again—s Lt iv not always neoess | vect from lliq governor of Pensac la, that 2
s4ry to authorise having iecourse to  arms,| party ofhostile [ndians had l;n'cuteut.l o
that all the metlipds of reconrilistion ll.’l‘i'\:i'-"-'i'l'-"_”!l‘ I'unrl..aml that he apprehended the
heen expressly vejected 3 it is sullicient (it Spanishe garviaon there wag nat in sullicient

tions were marked with a eaution, suitabie te
the delicaey and importunce of the measure.
 You iuform us yourself, * that the efficer in
teammand imhediately befure Goneral Jacksop,
{was specially instrueted 16 respeery as far as
{ possihile, the Spanish authority, wherever il wasd
'mantained ; and enpies of (hose orders were
furniched Gew. Jackson, upon his t_a.hin" ihe
eommund.” To ascertain Gen. Jackson’s in-

amination of the evidence from which they aref{Lore i the niinast reason to believe, that tha strength to defond it against tirem.” [ witl structions, therefore, e must refer to those

drawn, were at once indecent and futile.

euemy would nat even enter into these mea. 10t deny that he was warranted by the law

;whieh had been given to Gen. Gaines, Itacems

am thugembarrassed by the want ol infor-"g.veq” with sime evitv. that the issun of them ©OF matinag (supposing the ovders of his own ; that Gei. Gaines bad vuggested the propriety

malion-as well as of ability 5 and am as sen-|
gible, a3 you would have me, of the incquality
I labor udder mn the discussion, But [ pm-l
ceed in it with confidence 5 endued with al
strength vot my own,derived fommy end,
which is justice, and my weapons, truth and
reason, .

Let all the facts you assert, be granted 3
that Spain, either through weakness or bad
faith, failed to fulil the stipulations of her|
treaty with the United States, in neglecting
to employ an adequate furce to restrain the
Todians, residing within ber tervitory, fPown
Bostilities against us ; that Ler oflicers in Flo-
tida, admitted a foreign incendiary into tha
gﬁn:a, with full knowledge of bis wickerd
desigas : that the  complicity” of the com-
momdant at St. Marks and the governor of
Pensacola, with that ineendiary with the Se.
minoles, the outlawed Red-Sticks, and hene
groes, is really * demonstrated - that those
officers took an active part in inciting this
barbavian war against us; encouraged the
dovastafion of our froutier, by affurding a
market fur the spoil; sapplicd our savame foe
with the means of war, and gave him she'ter
and protection in (heir fortresses.  Let it be
supposed, that the power of declaring war,
and that yet higher attvibutive of soveicign-
tys the power of making war withoul wny
pre.vious declaration ofit, are lawfully ves:-
el in major-gencral Andvew Jackson, com.
mander of the division of the south. All 1
ask you to grant ou your part, (and [ hope it
will be thaught a reasonablo postulalum,)  is,

could not he happry and that a delay coutd goversmont iapised no resteaint upon him)
only tend to put (he state in greater denger ** I anticipating s encmy, by the a.nicable.
of being oppressed  This maxim s incon.|aud at being relused, by (he forcible e
testible, but the applicarion of it to practice is: Pation of the fort.”"—13ut, bie his operations
very deficate. A sov -reign, who would not[against Pensacoln, no such excuse 9 pre-
be considerad as tio disturber of the publie|temded.  Cliey amounieal to open war, in
repose, wiil nol be induced abruptly to ae-|Porm. in fact, and in condequonce, [ want
tack bim who has not refusad pacilic mea- {20 evidence but hisown.  In his letter to the
sures, iThe is not able tojuyily €+ the whole, Spanish govarnor, of the 27th April. 1518,

“\VIH'III, that he has reason to consider (hese ap-| he detaily the facts, which, in lus judz neat,

Pl.‘.l“'&ll(.‘cs of 'mum’ a3 an ﬂﬂincc tcnﬂing (.]! [!l'l'l\'l‘tl‘th(‘- ll'lill.‘it conluct nf '.II'L.S Sil.lllii:l
amuse and surprise him.  To pretend to bejrzenis in Flovida, an | concludes with a dis-
authovsed by his mere saspicions alne, is to) et nrmaes of ware 3« Their conduct,™ ha
shake all the, foundations ol the salety of na. | 8% can no l_ﬂfl,'-‘;_t‘t' be tolerated 5 and al-
fione.”*q] whatonionse falls nut withi ci-| thaugh a republic, lon 1 of peace, the United

argument to prove. I am spared that labor, wers Will maintain then, =
Our government lhas offved to rvestore to thivmenaee was not lang Ieft doubtful; it was
Spain the possessions conquered from her Wy Bot by be United States acting by tito con-
general Jackson ; though whether the offey $'ifuted alithority alune competent to such a
be of any avail or not, without his coneue.’ TW4SIEC, b“f".",““‘ ?'““"-I Stated acting by
eence, may well admit of doubt 3 sinca hig the lmlrllfp“@!hll‘l}’. ot gen. Jaf:ks.nu"a heart,
conduct is approved and justificd throughoy; bead anfband, dcMurating, vesolving, cxo-

Hady conscquently, his power of waging war S5 through hiswill and power, that the

against Spain, anel ol conquering hee domin- [18HE of the nation were to bs- maintained at
. ' 5 - i . TP "l - ol
i .9, isin cffect allowed. Now. in geneeal, |0 expegse of war.  "The langnage oi his let-
be inwhom the power of making war resides, | fer o ”'}‘ Spanish gover nor of the 231 May,
s alone competent to adjust the basis of ac- | “emanding the survenider of Pens Solaand the
: . - ! . . Ll ] vwenlieit s ! . L ‘
commadation, whether the wuli posyidetis or :"1"“”""" 15 expiicit s o 00 (Saps |:'3) the
stalus guoante belbap.  'The constitution .;l';a‘:'iit't'.n.alr suerender be refuseil, I shall enter
- . ol b LT
the United States is anomalous 1w that res-| ““‘““‘"’f'_‘ by vin-enes, a Vol
pect, Poreturn : the restoration of her pes. | MR Until tie transaction can be amicably
sessions to Spain, amounts tom distinet - | Mpsted between the two govorniments,

]
1

Y - . . " AL L gL a "
Lcommitted against us by ber, constitutsd o [0S of sour.. Uhe peaceable surrendor

thep of these exceptions, there is no need of] Stales Kuow e rights ‘“"‘lo""‘ the ¢-vpense '!f:
Che meaning of

and assune the govern-'

i he
. ity Iy= e : v e 9 L
tission by var government, that the \.”.,m__;qEllullt.tl) i that case must be teented as pri-

jof snch ihstructions : which nevertheless (as
‘we learn from the two letiers to that ofiicer,
from M. Graham, aeting secretary of war, ¢f

;the 3oth Oetoher, and 24 December 1817) had
theen twice refused, ve ufinecessary znd impoli-
ttie. The instructions that were at length give

ren hin Feow Lhe war department, appear in twe
iletters of the sceretary, Mr. Calhoun, ef the
Ll and 160h December. In the first, the se-
Leretary says ! ¢ Referring tothe letters ad. resd-
‘ed to you from this department, on the 3th of
{Qetobar and 21 Decemboer, as mapifesting tha

views of the Fresulent, T have to request that
ynu eonfopmt to the iestractions thereiu given,
Sheuld the Indians, idwever, nssemble in fores
on the Spanish side of (ke line, and persevere in

United Statos, you will inl that event exereise a
soand discretion, as to the propriety of crossin

the line. fur the purpose of Altacking them nus
breaking wup taeir towns & thus regulating his
diserction in the execution of his orders, by de-
wignating the abjeets to which he was to coniime
his aperations, ‘U'he ether le'ter is in thede
words : % On the reeeipt of this helter,should
the Seminnle Indians atill refase o muke repa-
ration for their oultages atid d-piredations on
the eitizens of the Ualied Stated, it is the wi b
of the President, that you evnsider yoursell
at liherty to maceh acrods the Florida live, «d
1o attaek them within its iimits, should it &e
found necessary. unless . hey should shelter thems
selv.s under a Spanish fort.—In the last evem‘i
you 1ol immed-ately notify this department.

‘tharz, the government warily and expressly re-
werves to itvell, the eontrol and direction of any
mensurcs that mig'it affect the netrality of
'Spain.  In my opmion, Gen. Jackson violuted

rammitting bostilitics within the himits of (he

Vilized pcuplv,l i3 bound to obserye the csta-| rights, and atforded no such reason to appre-|{©U 0 violences and ccapture? the town, the|n meayires which the "rdt'",'ha nul.plaec Withs
hllsh‘ed laws of nature und of nationg, hend- danger ts our safety feom tae deisys fort, the citizens and the gareison. Lo L] in his diseretion, and hufnrohlc w_uk such astep _
Didl all the wrongs combined, of which we incident o negatiation, a3 to jusily accord. | oficial depatchoot the 20 June, e calis the | he ought to have ‘i““'-"'"e" his governmenty
complain, furnish  jusiifiable o PN Lt : DL Y JUEY o bap 4 T e o | 1t the zovernor of Pensicola, we are told, had
g Y Justthable cause  of war jug to (e principles of the law of naiions, an' SPAnlieds « @ coaqaercl cueiy ™ : ho states| D hin Loy for that proceedion.  For
agmpsl Spaln or her de]wl_lllcllcv.s, without . ab]‘upt and URcersionIous aeoHirS i w_"mf(hat the artivles of eapitalation, o with b ! ::!n- Il.'l.l:n a:r: ?‘;’-;::zculn E rle m“) n"g‘.“h .
previous representation of thew to her SoV-1This alone were conclusne. But more . at!one codition, aaminl Loe complelé cession Fag IR ANTAEE SRS bed B-l‘p f hed
crament, without a formal demand of redress | eneral dackson’s e | 146 Utitsl States, of thal povt on of the [Fori.| Pe1ugY ean be prebonded.  Befure he mareh
for tho past amd- '.' A UPCAress | the very moment of general Jacksow's irvup-|© . BYLte NS aOL TGS g f e T igained that place, he must have given his ine
feful;alti:r . m‘?"l:'l' y fﬂ.'_'*_he I‘nn:tq, nnt]][i.m into Flovida, amd of s fovcible seizure (409 .l-i'f;‘:.’r!u wailer the govermin nl of Do T atrnetions to he winds. Upoa what plea d es
¢ 'tlmeam“d e delay] o ier party to!of Pensacola, and its dependencics, a negotia- | Masoly” the Spanish goveenor of Fengacnlit gl he rest his excnse for this violation nf lus orders?
tl‘l’il:[ﬂy ) domend 2., Ly determino! jon was actually pending between the Unived {204 that he til ergamized a provisional go-5 Woepessity agnin. © O the immutahle jrivei-

]'lu_mnn'!, uir, let us appeal to approved; States und Spai-n. the objects of which were vercaent 3 rescinded the Spanisiv enm nereial! ple oi ~elf-delence nuthordzed by the lnw ot na-
At Tm".i“ ““’,ﬁm place, and then to CX=' compensation for all the injurics we complain [€ e 5 established the vevenoe laws ol tho UL “gyre and aations, bave | hottomed all my opér-
l;;]l e, with which, happily, vur own history of at her hands, and the cessioPSBE hll%:w"i"""" amcd apminfed weollectore. With vos wtions.” e eonquered Pensacola on the 28th
dbounds, P = Floridas. 4 : peet to Spain. tids was not anly wae, but My, on the ‘:”‘”‘““‘M'!’“"C‘P""f""[f‘def"""f“’

‘r [!jc d'"'tl‘il’ll's rl{;n{(l;! f['g.n] \'i!“i'l were f'i!llfllll‘-"lt. H \\"il!l [‘L"iill'{::.. to the U.‘Iitt"‘ Siated, | t‘({" wha l)t.'llt:\'l!l! a8 L'-'I.f[}‘ as the 20th g il.
) = i LAy it was samething imoroe : it was copcige | that ¢4 the Indinn 'war was at an end, end thould
isg justice and ! less unequivoeal _and unanthovitative  than (1L Was 8 M ML R wnved: the wouition e budinkenyi nid
ol Jd bce ahd  prescrving peace. He iu‘n.w are, [ should sl find ample snpport of powets of legislation, Yelonging exelasively (1 -’?Iﬂ A l’l a‘ﬂ‘ {a sut it dewn :rm: Uy 10
Mé:l.f; !ujwnemre'!hh;nwm ;:{: arms, and aflerifor the opinions { catertarn, in the invariable |10 congress, and ol the power of appointment '| };m\: p:lns.‘r?-:!url:ul frn lhl:s 26Lh f\prlilgl ‘tlrllyll.le
(] b v i . u v " fres pvseeigned s . Siviiaaths ty . iy <
conditions ; n pnlr ’ h.i offer tquulnutcil,,-am,m ol our own govermuent, through a confided o l‘lu. president and s nate, Indians ¢ lud not the power, if the will re--
. bl en alone his arms become gppies of year lep r— Lininistiali - Fhave only two mare obseevations to ald . . F sap 199
Juat against an absti v ATETICSIOR JOAUSy uniits every adiminisimtion, : Ty ) . mained, of agnin annoying our frontier !
mms b an abstinate enemy, who refuses’iy q varviety ol cosesy and-those of incompara-|"™" this pact of thesnbject,  Lhe first s, rhat| Why has this officer been permitted to trans-
'ltha::an:aj“mfetlor fofcquzty.',. “ Hiy own hly greater urgency and importance than trat [While Lazree the Floridas woilil be a valu "I end ﬁ, ;:T:-r||é;;u:|n P tq euul:lierullh*‘ deelar-
2 an( 1 Y cr-"- ] Iy L] 151t . inile ol e . u‘.' i - . 1
him tu lsne‘mpt. b;aotr:)h lltUI:!HI'I BDINU- OMI‘.‘.,., In wl'“ch P‘p"eral Jackq“n SaW no I'U!ill}tly b"| b!l.- I':l.r|l|||"\l[||l".|! I_” llll; "..Jn‘“ld 51 .ltl_.‘i. -.l"d ‘lll\‘it'll I'Il)li(‘f fl'-l ‘he exeentive ! '.0 luktﬁ' mea’ure‘
P"-c!ﬁc ﬂltfftods,a jr c anf:s up arms, qtl the ypstant war. l':x:unphvs rise in quick succes- which it 1.3 wise and right in ws to iosist on, [ [an the strength of his own judgment alone, that
the injy ury, ar a'j am;n‘gmfm repuration of sion to condemn his rash (not to say mad) ie- shochd think them dearly purchased at ““’?"“ (direct!y afiict the peaee of the nation?. mea.-
l&bu llnt' Sﬂsdjure“ ‘afu,“:f’“" 3 at Jeast, 46 course to arms, and to canlouad his defenders. | ense of our own character Tor moderation sures, whieh the g vernment expressly told hims
ason to dispense with

that be, like the sovereign of cvery other ci-{ 4y privation or invasion ol our essential {3 remsed o the general instantly ||:'.|-".‘.-tl-||h|»_w orders when he scized St Marks @ it wos

. Yatiel Jays—i¢ A sovereign ouglt to liew |
inall his quarrels, a sincere desire of render-

it.'The r : aber " L justice, much more at the expense of the it did intend to place within his discretion ?
This moderatio is ci 1L "T'he retention of the western posts by Great | and justic ! prase it did hot intend to p v
n, this circumspection i 'Buitain. in vinlaf; o constitutions ‘e otl : at di inz! Why : nished ? Why not e-
‘much the more proper and n“p"m“" ¥4 80 Britain, in violation of the treaty of peace— |Constitution 1 other is, that discarding| Why has he not been pu J

uonly even in-| the spoilationd, to the amount ol millions, comn-

» &8 the action we take tor an iniu-
‘ 2"_. e:dm not always proceed from a desig‘nltn
- us, and is sometimes rather a mistake
”:: ::‘ a:ct of mnhcg i Jrequently. it even hap-

"4 thal the inpury by inferior persons,
Wlﬁ L Sovereign having any share in it;
— occasions, itis  natural to pre-
o bat lio would not refuse us a just sa-
o ;ﬂ:a hewt some inferior persons vio-
s io :ong 4go, the territory of Savoy, in
lmn’ ng from ll;encen noted chief of the
comep ™ the king of Sardinia caused his
ml!‘lll to be carried to- the conrt of
"+ W Louis XV, did not think it be-

. =t
‘ ..Valtel'a Law of Nations, book 11 ch. XVIIL ;336,

'mitted by France upon our commerce, belore
|and during your {ather’s administration ; the
denial by Spain of our right of deposit at N,
Oricans, contrary (o her solemi engngements;
the attack upon the Chesapeake, than which
a more shameful abuse ofthe hospitality, and
violent outrageupon the sovercignty of the
nation, can hardly be imagined ; the impress-
ment of our_seamen, by British «¢ruizers, on
the high stas, in spite of their protections,

{ Ibid. § 388" | 2

1 loid. § 3131 ' :

§ Tbid. § 354.

1 Tbid. § 332.
11 1bid. § 336.

all respect for the laws of nations, all concern:
fur the rights of Spain, sound palicy vequired?
thar fof our own .sfkp. Genéral Jackson's !
proceedings in Florida should bave been disss
vowed, disapproved and reprehended by our
government. 1 doubt if you could ihave de-|
vised u course better calculated to preévent the
voluntary cessionof that province hy Spain!
to the United States, than this open contempt
of her sovereigaty. - You have piqued her
pride, and confirmed her obatinacy ; and
while aspark of lifo shall animave her sink-
ing empire, the sense of the indignity will

siill rankle at her heart, and I faar withhold
her from the ~velinquishment of =  worritory,

tenansed, justified, applauded ?  Hearken, sir,
at length, to the warnings of experience ; open

»ureves to the light of histery ; and you will
earn, that the government, whieh tolera es opeh

i disobedienee, in effeet relinguishes its authorityy. '

and the soldier, who may violate his orders
with impunify, soon comes to dictate arders to
his superiors. .
If Gen. Jackson had only disobeyed and vio-
lated his sriers ; if his offence had gone no fur-
ther than-thp prosttation of ¢Ne EXecative-au-

But would to Ged

able and_wnost pernicious. to Go
:hil ﬁ:sra the n.-ﬁ and front of his g en_cfmg.'—-
He has violated the eunstitution of the United

useless to her own power and interest and be-
neficial only to us ; a cession whicl sound

States in one of its most edsential provisions.

ven catled to account # Why has he bevu eoun-

thority and dignity : even this had been inexea- -

In vain have the paople sud the states eunﬁdt,f R

VR pp—-
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