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Afr, Lacoex, from the com ittee appoint-
7 P [
in pursyance

of the resolution ol the Se¢
ate of the 18th December last, » T'hat the
wessage of the President and documents reln-

«e 10 the Seminole wir, be referved to a se-
romittee, who shall have authority, it
wessary, to send for  persons and papers,3
ot sqidd committee inquire relative (o the ad-
ace of the United States® troops inty Wesl
forida ; whether the officers in command at
opsaceola - and St Marks were amenable lt‘!.
ul ander the control ofy S pain § and parti-
Jarly, what circumstunces existed, to autho-
i a.'r justify the commanding geoeral in
king possession of those posts”—R. ported:
That they have, under - the authonty con-
ared on themy, catled for and examined  pe-
ws and papers. Lle testimony obtained is
aenith submittedd,  “Uhe cammittees wlier
Le most matnre and dispassionate examinie
in of the subject, offerdor the considesation
[the Senate the Toilowing nirrative of factsy
ud the opiniens ad deduciions clearly - ari-
A from., anid ‘E,:l'u'n'uili..'..‘: et aly the Jacts thus
brosented, On the origin of the hostilities be-
peen the United States and the Seminele In-
lns, the committee asked leave to rewark,

hat the diffcrcut savage tribes living within

o on the borders of (he Flovidass  denomi-
ated Sewinole Indians, were principudly lu.
gitives (rom the more northesn tribes, vesi-
dent within the Lmits of the United  States,
Alter the treaty ol 181%, with the Creek in-
dians, a considerable adidition was made o
e number of those lugitives ; as the Indians
vio were dissatisfied with the provisions ol
lhat treaty, ook refuge in the Flovidas, cher.
lingy there can be little doubt, teelings of
hastility to the United States. fhese  fecl-
ings seem to Lave been strengthened by the
wllucnce of foreign emissurivs who had ta-
kew up their residence wineng them ; agong
vhom, as the most conspicions, were Alexan-
drr Arbuthnot and Robert C. Ambrister.
ﬂils state of things, it appears that the exccu-
ive department of the government deemed it
oeressary, for the securaty of the fronticr, to
estublish a line of forts near the souhern
boundary of the United States, and to necupy
hose fortifications with portions of the e
]ill"Iul‘t'l'-S' and by these means  peace was
waintainvd with the Indians until the spring
ul‘sum{m-t' ol 1817, when the n-gulur I'nr{'l:u
Were withdiawn feom the posts on tlre Gevrgia
frontier, and concentrated at Kort Montgom-
ery, on the Alabama river, a considerable dis-
tance west of the Georgia line.  But it secmis
that abiout this time a border w arfare was
tommenced betweenthe Seminole Indians and
the frontier inhabitants of Georgia, It is dif-
ficult to determine with ccftair'ity who com
;]r:nl;:{:::,-ll”Ii[:?i?n-li:;s“I\i-lpi:::, i|:|tl].ic'{::1' “‘hg.",‘_ !fu.
B vl Hi .wla!
'dlm S however, demanded a surrenicr of
E]:: rl:::f:!:;t:e‘. \\'rhf[:‘ha:l committed ourages on
ey rul'u:s:-d -lm tj‘:ul-ﬁu.\_ "\\ ith this demand
(ke gl mpy, a .t*gmg that the firs(
T 'i'(.:g;,llessmns had been made by
sal, gen Gaia;{-q ““ M oftila: welue
Lo & Brates wus aathorized by the Secre-
id'('i}_ ol “‘.ar,l at his discretion, to remove the
Ill:e 'l"‘j"‘::{:l'lllfsll:tl::l;:l_l!ri; on the lands ceded to
Crecka o' TRtk S by the treaty made with ilic
g:'fel.: :ﬁl!i‘;'"ll:‘P::ﬁ;;ﬂﬁnhaumc of i.lu:m as hos-
predatiing comlh Fati ‘n was made for the de-
S committed by the Iy
suance of thiy discretionury
ames ordered o de
under the compyan|

wians. Lo jur-

tachment ol iear 300 men,
ol major I'wicgs, to sur-
"“::tl aud take a Indian \"'illago. r'a‘lﬁl.-d Fowl
Ilfar"t'h about 1y u‘l:llt's firom Fort  Scott, and
fived a: il:lund'a. lme._ This detachment ar-
Fribi kluwl Fown in the night, and the In-
juen; aKing the alar_m. and flying to an ad-
Zieat Swamp, were fired on by the detach-
! \%‘0’]“"! one man and one woman killed.
bdians were made prisoners, The de-
“m:;;t-murned to Fort Scott. A day or
vhe “_nwrards, as stated by captain M+Intosh,
- of T of the party, about the same nusber
lage {f: Illmld a sccond yidit to.the same.vil-
g ;) !'o ¢ states,) for the purpose of obtain-
with ¢ perty.  While loading their wagons
they w‘::. End collecting horses and cattle,
skivagit red upon by the Indians, and a
---'*lllta.iuedcm“ed‘ in which a small lass was
"ain Y on both sides. It isstaicd by cap-

- 1oung, the topographical e
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this town contained about 45 Indian warriors, them iato tle servicc of = the Unijted States
besides women and children, | Twa hundre| and thirty officers have been ap-

A few days after the affair of Fowl Town, pointed, andtheir rank established, from an
lieut. Scott, with a detachmeut of 40 men, 7 Indian brigulier general downto the lowest
women, and some children, ascending the Ap- subaitern of |a company. To whom were
'palachicola, wiith clothing and sapplies, for| those officerd accountable for. their conduct ?
the garrison at Fort Scott, when within afew Not to the President of the United States, for
miles of that place, was attacked by a party, it will be foynd that it was not considered ne-
of Indians ; himself and his whole party fell| cessary evento furnish him with a list of their
victims to their fury, except six men, 'wlm| names : andpot until the payrolls were made
made their escape, and one woman made pri-! out, and payment demanded were the persons
suner. Kuyuwn to tht Department of War. And in

From this time the war hecame more seri-| this place itis proper to observe, that Gene-
ous : the ludians, in considerable numbers,| ral Jueksoy seemad to cousider thuse officers
‘were embodied, and an open attack was made | of lis own preation, competent to  discharg:
on Fort Scott. General Gaines, with sbout] all the Tunc§ons of officers appointed by the
600 regular soldiers, was confined to the gur. | authority of the general or state governments,
{rison. In this state of things, inﬂ’muatiunl fur we find five of them detailed alieswards to
having heen dowmunicated to the War De-| set on a geseral court martial, on a trial of
partment, General Juckson was prdered to|life and death.  Might not, on the sime prin-
| lake the fickl : he was adviged of the regular ! ciples, Gpneral Jucksan have tricd, coundemn-
and mulitia force,  amounting to 1800 wen, [ cd, 2ud executed, any officer of the Georgia
{!lruvith‘d fii that service, and the estimated |miliia, by the sentence of a court martial,

Caithfully to discloge hits. and impartially to
draw conclusions, e leuve to remark, that
the conductof the ymmanding general, iy
raising this vojuytees corps, was approbated
by the War Departoyeat, as will appear by
the letier of the Secratary. dated the 29th day
of January, 1818: and it is bat justice to (he
Department to statt, that it was not until the
officers that had assisted in thos officering and
organizing this corps, were examined by the
committee, that they wer= apprised of the ille
gality of the ure ; for there is nothing to
be found in Gén, Jackson’s letiers on this sub-
Jecty to the Secretary of War, of the 12th

13th and 30th of Februggy, 1818, from whi

it can be fairly inferred ﬁt he hiad apnginted
a single oficer.  :ndeed, it would seew, fromy
a fair interpretation of those letters, that the
officers, at least, were of the regular militig
of the states and that the only departure (rom
his.orders by the general, was, his having
called on the subordinate officers of the militia,
instead of the governor of the state of 'I'ennes-

urce by Geweral Gaings, of the eaemy, (said |composed of officers created by Linw and hold-|
{0 be 280% strong;) and directed, 1f hie should | ing their assamed wuthority by the tenor of
cousider the force provided insufficient to beat | his wiil 2 * - =
the enemyy 1o call on the Governors of the| Your committee will dismiss this branch of
adjoining states for such portiong of the mili- |the subject by obscrving that, consistently
tia a: he might fhink requisite.  Gn he ro-| with the chavacter and genius of our govern-
ceipt of this order General Jackson, instead | ment, no oflicer, however high or exalted his
of observing tie ordess of the Department of stalipn, can be justified for an infvaction of the
War, by calling an the Governor of I'en- consitution 5 it is an offence against the so-
nesser, thenin Nashville, near the place of his vereguty of the nation, this soverciguty being
vesidence, chose to apival, (to use his own vestal in the great body of the people.  The
expressions,) ta the patziotisin of  the west consitution is the written expression of their |
Tenuesseenzns, who wad seeved under him i will,gnd above the control of  all the public’
the last war. 1000 mounted  gun wmen, and Tunclonaries combived.  And when (hat in-
two companics of what were cailed life guards, struncut lias heen violated, the |.cu‘|}lc _alone
with the utmost alacrity, volunteered their havepower to grant the indemnity for its in-

see, and his preference of mounted men to in-
fantry, - And it will also appear. from the
letters aforesaid, thac-had e Department of
War disapproved of this conduct, and deter.
mined to counternand the order of Gen Jack.
son in raising thip force, no order to that ef-
fect could have rdached him before he had ar-
rived at the seat ofwar, and of course.the army
might have been disbandedl in sight of the
enemy, and the oljects of the campaign there.
Ly jeopardized, ind perhaps defeated.

I he committee will next take notice of the
operations of the army in the Floridas, whi-
ther they were authorised to pursue the eune-
my : and, connected with this authonity, it
wasenjoingd on  Gen. Gaines, to whom the

services, fram the states of  1ennessee and
aentucky, and repaived ta his standard, OFf
ficers were aphointed to commantd this corps,

fracten: and all that can be said  in favor of first ovder fo this effect was given, thatin case
the oficer wha transcends his constitutional the enemy took refuge undera Spanish gar-
powers, must be taken notin justification of rison, not to attack thewn there, but to report

by the General himsell, or - by other persous, the att, but in imitation of the enormity of the fact to the Secretary of War; and the ob-

" . - - ]
acting under kis anthority.  ihus ovganized, | the ofence ¢ muntted. With this view of lhe'i
they were mustered into t, e seavice ol the Uui.Es::h_;l'qt, whiich ey enncene to be a corvect |
ted States. ey the comaitive laye n vain suul;.;ht l""h““.
O ke e i " smeral, |
About the time General Jackson was or. ' T‘“f"‘f, l .ll ll“l lll“:‘l :""t';i;','é i'::‘;:*:;‘ of ”‘;,a":s
eanizing this detuchiment of volunteers fa (he [STCAIN TS EECE Lo T y IV ATy
grate of ‘Tenzessee, or perhaps ni't"'iuuwl\'"‘””"i"z“"‘l"’““" i judge for the national
. L d shsl . o o 53 Sl . - .
thereto, General Gaines was likewise employ- I gislAure '"ﬂ“;"ll "b' .t.n‘n,]er t:'t"ﬂ"_' of .".‘l_'u'ft(:}
l‘ll i“ rafiﬁifl"' frees Am g e L:]‘\'f'k ]||=1 ans. .-l;“" w{'"o "I"'“ { ¢ Lthe leas "\pc"s“t- 41
There was {,',',.4 diil ,...,,..,.' in e two cred “ithe most efiicient,  Hig duty was  to execute
General Jackuwon ,.di.y'.ll R ,u.'m in diseeward ! the orders of kis suncrior oflicers, not to diso-|
:‘c :tq;m. ;.| I8 Fenrrall (,‘ji'".-.; '“';1']'. ut | ey them to observe and enlorce the faws, not
0 1) |'u'.'.'; ) r Lo I ¥ - ) _ .
ur:llers. ook upon  bimsell’ the authority of “"I"Ill:' t_hm:' .:ln;::d'l' "‘f 1:::::3 s:l!’m::‘;"a:;}:.‘
raiging an army of at least 1600 Greek Indi [ ™* e hist and Rights; ¢ worisid
s ri![lilﬂlfi'i"" chivie oficern withn briga and o one knew bettep. the trath of) and the
Ry anie D bl ~T L eressi erving this im, than the
dier general wt their headyad Bk ewise tiis-; '1”?1‘?':;’; fu:'t.q:)h‘:‘r\ l;’rtl;:: IT:IT:TE thig ob-
tering this force into the seevice of the Viited E? Lo, * 2 decturufi I
Stules "it:‘\'..'llflll-}'r' ave Lig"own u.aralmtn. W
= o ' his loiter 16 daweectary of War, of 20th
While your Commiice feel a pleasurcinapelp gy @818, he says, « your letter, en.
plavding the zeal and promptitude that l'“""u-lusiug,ynm' goneral ordge of the 291k ultimo,
marked the milivary contduet of these g-'lll‘,l'd: seccived : like }'lll.ll'ﬁl‘ll'-g I lLiave no
iufﬁl'(’"q| on many r‘lT'"ll’r ﬂr(‘i‘l.‘\iil"‘i' ‘hp-\' \\'ﬂ::h! Uthi'l. | 'ﬁs to gl'i‘”l.\. ““‘" ”lﬂs‘iﬁ C""“c(-tpd
feel themselves wanting in their duty 1o Eilqq), blic good, and it gives me pleasure
‘Senate amnd the nation, i} they Jid not exprese (Feecomciide in those opiniens calcu-
. " . - * < . L4 - N i 1k
their decided dizapprebation of the conduct of Jp0 i 1o produce it Respousibikity now rvests |

servance of this order, the committee conceive,
was equally obligatory on Gen, Jackson, who
succeeded to the tommand—at least it must
kave clearly evinced the . ill of the Secretary
of War on (hat point, and how far this injunc-
tion was observed, will be [ound by what fol«
lowed. It appears that Gen. Jackson ad-
vanced into Florida with a force of 1800 men,
composed of regulars, voluntecrs, and the
Georgia militia, and allerwards, on the 1st
day of April, was joined by Gen. MclIntosh,
aud his brigade of 1500 indians, who had been
previously organized by Gen. Gaines ; op-
posed to whom it appears, from the report of
Captain Young, topographical engineer, -and
other evidence, the whole forces of the fugi-
tive Seminole Iudians and runaway uegrocs,
had they all been embodied, could not have
excecded 900 or 1000 men 3 and at no time
did hall’ that number present themselves to ops
pose his march—of course hittle or nu  resist-
ance was made '
The Mickasuky towns were first taken and
destroyed. “The army marched upon St
Marks, a feeble Spanish garrison, which was

the commanding generals in the steps they
‘took to vaise and organize the frce employ ed
ton this oceasion,  Tiw e was no law v ex-

witeve it shonlil, o2 Lhe officer fssuing the  ore surrendered + without firing a gun,” aud then
der : amdthe principle acknozeledged, is c.d-jocenpied as an Amegiran post 3 the Spanish
culated toinsure tha swbordinution so neves- comminlant having first, by humble entrea-

: inso doing he is told that it |

k H!ilf!nl'il}', gencval,

Histence that suthorized even e President ofl gapy tothe harnonivus movement of every
the United States to raise or accept the servis |la|"l of the military  nmchine,”

ees of volunteers,  "The law passed |:'rl' that!” 1y 1o be pescvetied, that an officer who
purpose, had expived in the year 1815, Thelguoned to he w0 periectly  acquainted with
“constitntion of the United States gives to Con. what belonged to the duty of others, should
gress exclusively, the power of raising ar- y00 heen s totally 1egardless or unconsci s
mies, and o the Veesidest and Senaie e o g gwn 3 oand while he comiittee ave wil-
power ol appainting the olficers  ta command a4 admit that the volunteer forees called
those arinivs, when raised.  The constitution. e sopvice by General Juckson, were murc}
likewise, gives Cangress power to provide O efivient and less expensive than the militin,
calling turih the militia to exccute the Laws of e tontined Limsell to the usaal propor-
the Union—to suppress insavrections, and (0 o0 of ofcers—:Lis, they  conceive, should
repel invasions 3 but reservesto the states. |yt pe urged as an argument iu favor of en-
‘respectively, the appoirtment of the "‘K“'“""‘-\pluying therm, o pled in oatification of ‘the|

In conformity with the Tast recited provision ol ) acty for i these reasons be consider- |
‘the constitution, the Congress of the United Gjeonclusise, and &honld b, acauiesced in,
‘:1:‘:’:.;’ I|\::&I':l‘..I[lnln;-;cﬂ"lll:‘lt\:"r :::".!m”.zi:,l:: |Iu.t-.‘i';:-1;1I!t~y‘\?-i_ll l.*('.iii-*h“.l'll‘. u.i:l. '.r‘nfv_w.ml-t}_ | [".,‘| ce,
[EERCAIS ' gences above aladed | goenified by this precedent) i adl Tuture wars; |
(to should happen, to call on the governors, oF 4n gpqy o} rezafars will be considered (as
any militia ollicers, of the respective stuies, they really et move ellicient and less exnen-
for such portion of the wilitia as he might | Gioo than cither thé volygnteers, - if -authorised
‘deem requisite for the occasion; andy in8WICH b law, or the militia ; and the ofiver at the
observance of fhese laws, was General Jack-1je 0 of sucls arimy (wcting on the pinciples
son ardered to call on the governors of e yerope-stated, sd cncouraged by the acequeis-
‘states adjacent to the scat of war, for the “"!('.t'l,r‘? of the uation) may ";i.‘-!n.“;‘;l. witli® the
| Quisite militia force. : militia altogethor, aud increase the regular

It is withregret that the commiltee are’army to any extent that folly or ambition muy
campelied to declare, that they conceive Geé- sugrest ; and ail this under the plew ol neces-

neral Jackson to have dispegarded the posi-

tive orders of the Department of War, the con-|

stitation, and faws; that lie has taken upon
Limsell not only the exercise of those powers
delegated to Congress, as the sole legislative
autharity of the nation, and to  the President
and Sena‘e, ns it relates to the appointinents,
but of the power which had been exprissly re-
(served to the states, in the appeintment of the
officers of the mililia; a power the more valu-
able to the state because, as they had surven-
derell to the general government  the reven-
ues and.physic force of the nation, they could
lonly lonk to the officers of the militia as A se-
[curity against thie possible abuse of the dele.
gated power. ‘I'he committtee find the me-
lancholy fact before teem, that military off.
cers, even ot this early stage of this republic,
have, without the shadow of authority, raiscd

-
- .

-

sity, The commiitee can scarceiy imagine a
possible case that apay occur in a [uture war,
where the ‘necessity will be less strong ihan
in the present, This war was waged when
the United States were at peace with  all the

{Lies, wnd then by a timid protest, endeavored

to avert the measure, Here Alexander Ar-
butimol was feand, taken prisoner, and pnt
in confinement, for the purpose, as it was sta-
ted by Gen. Jackson, ¢ of collecting evidence
to estabilish his guilt ;”* and here, also, were
taken two Indiao chicfs,one of whem  pre-
teidled to possess fhe spirvit of prophecy; they
were hung withoat trial, and with little cere-
muny.

‘I'bis being done, and St. Marks garrison.
ed by American troops, the army pursued
their march eastward to Suwaney river, on

| which they found a large Indian village, which

was consumed, and the Indians and negroces
were dispersed; after which the army returns
ed to st. Marks, bringing wity them Robert
C. Ambrister, who bad been taken prisonet
on their march to Suwaney. During the halt
of the army for-a few days at st. Marks, a
general court martial was called ; Arbuthnot
wits arraigned 3 found  guidty 5 sentenced to
sulter death, and hung.

A mbrister was tried in like manner, found
guilty, and sentenced to whipping and confine-
ment Gen. Jackson arnulled the sentence and
avidered him to be shot 3 and this order  was
executed,

It appears, by the testimony, that the arny
had arvived at St. Marks, on their retarn
from Suwaney, on the 25th of April ; and ou
the 26(h Gen, Jackson writes to the Secreta-
ry of War in the following manner : “wl

world, except this miserable undiseiplined
banditti of « deluded Indians,” and fugitive

(previous to Gen. Jackson’s taking the com.
mand) and under Gen. Gaines, were a force
of 1800 regulars and militia, besides thei-1500
(riendly Ingians, illegally subsidized by the
Jast mgnti:‘rﬁ'd genon‘ﬁg?."!WIfdi iIﬁefi,”lhx this
state of the casc, becomes of the plea of ne-
cessity 2 And ifit be admitted in flus case,
to justify or palliate an act of military usur-
pation, the committes wouldl anxiously inquire
' where it is to be disallowed or denied 2 © And

ngimeer’; that an army of at least 2500 men, and mustered | hero the compmittee, having pledged themselves

Tyey

&

shall leave this in two or three days, for Fort

'Gadsden ; and,. after making all ngcessary
slaves ; their whole strepgthy when combined,!_:u'rangumcnls for the security of the positions
not cxceeding 1000 men j opposcd to whom, luccupied, and dctaching a torce to scour the

countiy west of the Appalachicola, I shall
proceed direct to Nashville : my presence w
this country can be no longer necessary.. The
Indian forces have been divided and scatter-
ed: cul off from all commuuication withithose
unprincipled agents of foreign, nations, who
haye deluded them to their wwin, they bave
not the power, if the Will remains, of ann)y~
ing our frontier.” It appears, however, by
the conduct of the commanding general _that
he had, at this time, logked to different




