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On Britifh \Captures.

"The Obfervarions of the Hen, CHARLES
PinexnNzy, late Governor of S. Caro-
Jina, and now a Senator of the U, States,
from that State, on the mutual claims of
{ne U. States and Great-Britain, wh?ch
lately appeared in the Regifter, having
been favourably received by our Tcaiers,
we now lay befere them the following .j‘.d-
dr={shy him te the Citizensof the United
States, onthe recent captures of our veflels
by the Britifh in the Weft-Indies.

FELLOW.CITIZENS,
T is unfortunate for the happi-
" nefs of mankind, that ambition,

‘avarjce, or revenge, have always
governed the councils of the moft
powerlul nations. In the earlier
ages, their ignorance and barbari{m
were {fome excufe; but it 1s afto-
‘nithing that learning and the arts,
while they have enlightened and
embellifhed the people whe have
encouraged them, feem not to have
{oftened the ferocious temper of
their governments, The fame thirft
for dominion and revenge, the {fame
difpofition to controul the weaker
nations prevail as formerly. It 1s
alinoft in vain we {eek fora [pot in
ths civilized world, wherethe hand
of power, or the inttruments of
avarice, will not reach us by their

+ torce or influence., The bleflings
of peace and freedom, 1f they are
to be found, can only be uninter-
ruptedly enjoyed by apeople remote
from ihe buly and perplexed theatre
of Europe, and who eithér pollefs
fufficient force to proteét their ma-
ritime rights, or are content to re-
linquith them during a contelt a-
mong the greater powers. If they
determine upon the :firft, unleis
their force 1s fuch as to make their
jdnt_fhon with either a ferious_in-
convenience to its adverfary, they
rifque the evils and calamities of
) ar: if the larter, the lo{s toa com-
:recial people is incalculable; eve-
ry clafs feels it; the merchant, the
planter; and mechanic, are alike
affelted by its confequences.

_ I have always confidered it a-
mong the hardfthips of mankind,
that no natjon, however juft and
impartial in its condut to others,
or difpoled ftriétly to-adhere to its
duty as neutral: however innocent
in its aftsy or ufleful in 1ts commerce

~ to the belligerent ‘powers, is fuffer-

ed to efcape. From their recent

- behaviour, it appears as if no defire
to exhibit the moft marked impar-
tiality, no condefcenfion, no wifh
to oblige, will fave the commerce
of this country from their ravenous
grafp. The condu& of France, in
capturing our veflels, no man can
palliate ; 1t feems to have origina-

ted cq_uail)' iq folly and blindnefs.

o their own interefts; and all that
we can at prefent hope from their
earncit dcfire to negociate, is, that,
having feen their errors, they will
make ample reparation. But what
fhall we {0y of the captures of oun
veflels lately made by the Britufh
cruifers in the Bahama and Well-
India Iflands? It has foaftonithed
.me, 2nd appears {o contrary, either
‘to the policy or interefts of their
government, that it is with diffi-

culty I can believe they are war-.

ranted by its orders, They have
become, however, {o numerous
and 2larming, and amount to [o fe-
riousa fum, that they loudly call
- for the interference of our govern-
ment—fr{t, to remonfitrate, calml
to cnquirc into the realons, and
ftill prefenting with fincerity the
oltve-branch, to afk for redrefs, I
know too well the value of peace to
my country, to wifh it rifqued for
trifling caufes; growing as we are
in wealth, in population and in
confequence, its continuance to

her citizens 1s, of all things, ‘the

moft valuable, except their natio-
nal honour. This; however, muftat
any rate be preferved. With States
#s with individuals, to punifh the
arft infult isof infinite importance.
Our government, with refpe& to
France, has

condul ; ani it would be as impo-
litic as difhonourable for her to de-
viate from it with regard to Great-
Britain, Far am I from hoping
that we [hall ever be driven to the
painful neceflity. We truft that a
nation which declares (he has enter-
ed into the conteflt with France
with no other view but to feciare
the order and peace of Europe, only
wants to be informed upon the fub-
je€t, that the imvment fhe knows

roperly chofen this.

>

rights of a friendly and unoffend-
mmg power, fhe will not only make
ample reparation for our loffes, but
punifh the aggreffion of her officers
in an exemplary manner,
Underftanding, as the well does,
her intereft, the muft know that
the conduét of the American go-
vernment towards her, has not on-

11y been ftriftly juft and impartial,

but that they have been charged by
otHer nations with being too conde/-
cending., At no period, more than
»he prefent, muft the feel the im-
pertance of our commerce..” Poffef-
fing as we do, articles of the firft
necceflity, and wvaluable materials
for her manufa@tures, and unboun-
ded in our ufe of them, where has
Great-Britain {o excellent a2 cufto-
mer, or one whofe trade fhe fhould
more encourage and proteé&t? Ons
from whom fo much is to be made,
and [nlittle apprehended? Wehave
no formidable army or navy to
threaten conqueft, or invade her
maritime rights—we have more ter-
ritory than we can fettle for ages;
and our remote fituation, the na-
ture of our government, and the
temper of our citizens, forbid the
idea of our even wifing to acquire
diftant pofleflions. Throwing then
Juftice, and the rights of neutrals
out of view, [urely, a fafe and ex-
tenfive intercourfe with fuch a peo-

le, muflt be of infinitely more va-
rue to Great-Britain thanany tem-
porary advantage which may accrue
from {ufféring her cruifers to enrich
a few lcentious individuals, at the
expence of our friendfhip and con-
neftion.

However hitherto fallacious the
idea has been, 1 ftill entertain the
hope that .the nations which have
injured our commerce, will bz con-
vinced that their intereft, as well
as their honor, require a different
behaviour ;-that much greater and
more folid advantages will arife
from an open aad fair trade, and
honourable and juft condu&, than
the little, degrading {yftem of pri-
vate plunder: that the capture of
harmle{s and unarmed neutrals, and
the ruin of innocent and unoffend-
ing families, is unworthy the poli-
cy of a great nation: that although
they may enrich a few individuals,
they never encreale the public
wealth: that the benefits to be de-
rived from them, are, in a national
point of view, at any rate {mall;
but that when compared with the
ingratitude, and too frequently
perjury they occafion in unprinci-
pled mariners, the corruption that
it is faid they fometimes carry upon
the bench of Juftice, and the {pirit
of robbery and licentiou(nefs thev
introduce, they are trifling indeed.
It 1s therefore to awaken them to a
fenfe of their true intereft, to allay
the {pirit of retaliation and reven ge,
which 1s rapidly growing in every

!;part of the Union, and before it is

too late, to open the way to {uch
explanations as can alone preferve
to both, tHe bleflings of peace, that
thefe- remarks are {ubmitted with
the beft and moft amicable inten-

L tions.

When a nation cenfures the aéts,
or complains of the injuftice of ano-
ther, it is proper for their govern-
ment, or its citizens, to fhew, not
only that they have been juft and
upright themfelves, but that the in-
juries they have {uftained, have
‘been produced by unjuft andillegal
meafures on the part of thofe they
complain of, and fuch as are not
warranted by the law of nations, or
the treaties exifting between them.

The fubje&t therefore, I intend to
‘difcufs in the prefent number, is
the immenfe amount of American
yellels and property taken by the
Britith cruifers, and carried into
the Bahama and Weft-India I{lands,
and other parts of their dominions,.
and the reafons given by their Jud-
ges for their condemnation.

cruifers, have for a confiderabie
time been extremely ruinous to the
American ecommerce. Their depre-
dations, which they haveé never
ceafed, even fince the formation of
the treaty, have lately become f{o
numerous and impeortant, as to o-
blige the merchants to look to their

prote&tion. Many of them, to my
knowledge, are enquiring the beft

her cruifers have violated the:

The captures made by the Britifh |

own government for redrefs and{

;

-

r tions which have been made by the

| means of applying for this redrefs,

v’ ‘T-'..‘-_m‘ - *’ 2

i real merchants, the men who trade

canrenjoy or fecure.

of Auguft at New-Providence is

{of the enemy.

{declared that the claimant beinga natural.

-

and they will no doubt be heard
with the attention due to fo impor-
tant a2 clafs of our citizens, The

on their own capitals, and are not
tHe faftors or agents of others, are
of {fuch confequence to our com-
merce and revenue, that it is im-
poflible to feparate their interefl
from that of the owners of the foil,
or indeed, from the government it-
felf; they arefo intimately conneét-
ed, as in a great mealure to depend
upon each other, The value of
our exports depends upon the capi-
tals, and the number of merchants
who are to purchale them; the
competition they creaté, and the
fafety with which our produce can
be fhipped. A great ‘part of our
revenue depends upon the fame cir-
cumftances: for without fafety to
the tran{portation, and proper pri-
cesifor ,our exports, our importa-
tiogs muit decreaie, and the reve-
nue be leffened. Hence arifes the
unavoidable neceflity of our go-
vernment to proteét their mer-
chants, whenever they find their
property expoled to {eizures and
condemnation$ unwarranted by the
law of mations. To flrow this wiil
be my endeavour. I {hall net apply
to the paffions, but to the judg-
ments of my readers. I have alrea-
dy faid. it 1s equally my intention
and wifh to allay, and not to pro-
voke; to produce redrefs by amica-
ble negociation, to {mooth the way
to that uninterrupted commerce
which 1 well know to be among
the greateft bleffings either nation

Amidft' the veriety of captures
which have been lately made, the
number condemned i the month

the moft formidable we have feen:
it amounts to a2 {um liitle {hort of
300,000 dollars. 1f any thing like
the fame number of captures is
mad= in one month, and carried
mto the p-ortsof_]'éimaica, Antigrta,
Barbadoes, Martinico, and the
other Britifh Iflands in the Weft-
Indies, and at Halifax, and they
capture aré condemn for the fame
reafons, all our ve(lcls they may
meet going to any of the ports in
Exrope of the powers at war with
them, the American commerce,
and {o much of its revenue as is
dependent upon it, is in 2 fair way
of annihilation; and no prudent
people will cenfure theintérference
that is claimed.

Out of the numerous condemna-

Britith Court of Vice-Admiralty,
I fhall feleét the following, as they
céntain their own ftateinents, with

the reafons of the Judge.

Mackay and Nicks, vs. the Polacre $hip
Adams and c.rge.

The Polacre {hip Adams was captured on
a voyage from New-York to New-Orlesns,
and was condemned with hercargo, as prize
to the captors,

It appeared, thatthe owner, whe was on
board at time of capture, wasg born in Ire-
land, had removed iromthepce, and fettied
in the United States of America, in 1792,
and had been admitted a citizen in due form
of law, in March, 1796,

Condemnation was urged en thefe three
grounds: _

1#t, That the claimant was not an Ameri-
can citizen, but a Britifh fabjeét,

2d, That the vefle] was an adopted veflel

« And laftly, that the property wasenemy’s,
and the claimant only covered it in his
name, ' |

‘I'he Judgo, in his decree, confined bim.
felf to thesonfideration of the firft point, and

born fubjec of his majefty, and not having
heen admitted a citsxen of the United States
of America, until March, 1796, could not
be confidered, with refpeét to Great-Britain,
as a citizen of the United States, fo as to en-
title him te trade with the enemifs of the
King. -
The King ws. the Brigantine Felicity and
| carge.

The Felicity and cargo were owned by an
American citizen, and were arrefted en a
voyage from New-Nork to Havanna,

A part of the cargo turning out, upon
fesrch, to be contraband of ~ar, Loth veffe)
and cargo were condemned ‘as lawful ptize.

It “refults from thele ftatements.
that a Britifn {ubjett, who fince the

commencement of the prefent hof-|

tilities; that is February, 1793, has]
obtained letters of citizenthip, or
in any manner been admitied a {ub-
je&t or citizen of a neutral power,

trades with'any of the nations at}

war with Great-Britain; he is liable
to have his property engaged in
{uch commerce {cized and condem-
ned.

board a veflel, make all other arti-
cles in the fame veflel belenging to
the owner liable to confilcation ;
and that contraband articles; if
(hipped by the owner of the vei-
fel in which they are found, fub-
je& the veflel to condemnation.

In difcufling the opinions and
prétences upon which the com-
merce of our country is {o much
plundered at prefent, and on
which its future fafety fo effentially
depends, I fhall firft confider the
queftion ¢ refpeéting the right of
a citizen to leave his country and
change his allegiance, and what s
the law of nations on this {fubjeét.”
No queftion is more celebrated 1n
the ancient and modern world than
this. Among the ancients, there
was no doubt that a citizen had a
right to leave his country whenever
he thought proper. As Rome,
from her power, and infiuence, and
her knowledge of public affairs,
urqueftionably diftated and fixed
the general opinion, I {hall confider
it neceflary, with refpett to the
fentiments of the ancients, to give
the: ufage of the then miltrefs of
the world as collefted from Cicero,
the moft learned and eloquent of
her ftatefmen. Ie fays, “that by
the conftitution of the RKRoman
commonwealth, no citizen could
be forced to leave the common-
wealth; or, if he pleafed, not to
leave it when he was made a mem-
ber of another he preferred to it.
That a little before his remem-
brance f{everal citizens .of Rome,
men of credit and fortune, volun-
tarily left that, and fettled in other
commonwealths---‘° and the way,
fays he, is open from every State to
cur’s, and from our’s to every
State.”’

This was the opinion of the Ro-
man Republic, and of its luminary,
Cicero---than whom the world has
not feen a greater man, either asa
writer, or an orztor,

In examining the leading modern

{hall find a general concurrence, at
leaft {o far as to eftablifh the opi-
nions neceflasy to my prefent pur-
pole.

Grotius, in treating of this {ub-
1e&, fays, ¢ Nor are we {peaking
of going out of one part of the State
to another part of the fame; but
out of the whole State or extent of
the dominion of the {cvereign.
That we ought not to go out in
troops or harge companies, 1s {uffi-
ciently evident from the end and
delign of civil fociety, which
could not fubfift if {uch permifficn
was granted : and in things of a
moral nature, what is neceflary to
obtain the end, has the force of a
law. But the cafe {eems quite dif-
ferent when a fingle pm}on leaves
his country, as it 18 one thing to

| draw water out of a'river, and ano-

ther thing to divert the courfe of a
part of that river. Tryphonius
exprelsly fays, that‘‘everyman has
a right to choolethe State of which

And Cicero, in his plea for Bal.
bus, commended that privilege
which every one has, of ¢ not {tay-
ing in any State againft his inclina-
tion.”’ and he calls the *“ power of
either kceping or parting with one’s
right, the foundation of Liberty,”

Vattel, in his differtatign on the
fame fubje&, allows that many dif-
tintions are neceflary in order to
give a folution to the queftion,
* Whether a2 man may quit his
country, or the focicty of which he
is a member?”’ 1ft, the children

{ havea natural at'achment to the fo-

ciety in whichthey are born, Be-
ing uader the neceflity of acknow-

ledging the proteftion it has grant-

| ted to their fathers, they are obli-

ged to him in a_great .mealure for
their birth and education; they
ought then to love 1t, exprels a
juft gratitude, and return the bene-
 fits they have received. ¢‘ But e-
very man born free, the fon of a
citizen arrived it years of dilcreti-
on, may examine whether it be
inconvenient for him to join in the
fociety for which he was deftined
by birth.”” If he finds that it will
be no advantage to him to remain in
it, heisat hiberty to leave it, mak-
ing a return for what it has douein
his favbur, -and preferving, as
much 2s his engagement will 2llow
him, the i{entiments of love and

Thatmwbaud tﬁOdL'found’ on

- o

grautude toward it.

authors on the law of nations, we;

he has.a mind to be a member.”” {l and forced them to retire towards

| public prints,

— ¢

citizen may quit the Rate of which
he is a member,
at {fuch a conjun
not abandon it without doing it/a
remarkable prcjudicc.”

quit his country in order to fettle
in another, when, by that fep, he
does not expofe the welfare of his
country.” = )

The refult of thefe opintons is,
that among the ancients the right of
a citizen to quit his country when
he pleafed, was unqueftiored. That
amonﬁ,‘thc moderns the right is ad«
mitted at all times, except ata con-
junéture when ¢ he cannpt abandon
it without doing it a jremarkable
prejudice 3’ that is, in I,.i:irm: of ex-
treme danger, when an’' enemy has
aftually invaded the country, or is
about immediately to do fo.

This is the utmoft latitude the
meaning of the words $¢ without re-
markable prejudice,”’| will admit.
It is allowed, that the citizens who
in this fituation abandon their
country, endeavour/to fecure them--
{elves, inftead of defending it, ma-
nifeftly violate the paft of fociety,
and are delerters which a ftate has a
right to punifh; tut it muft be in
cafes of extreme neceflity and dan-
ger ; in no other, by\the law of na-
tions, 1s the reftraint admitted.

When a country! is engaged,
merely 1n 2 naval wary or in diftant
expeditions, and no danger threa-
tened at home, her {ubjeéts or ci-
tizens have then as
to expatriate themfelves, as at any
other. England hasbeen more than
one half of the laft hundred years
at war, and not above once or
twice during that period has fhe
been attacked at home, and that by
her own fubjefts, in attempting to
place another Monarch on the
throne: thefe infurre€ions lafted
but a ‘fhort time, and for the rec-
mainder of the century, the country
was in {ecurity and tranquillity.

If, therefore, the opinion was to
prevail, that, duringany war, whe-
:her naval orotherwife, or however
d:ftant in itsoperations, her {ubjeéts.

notwithftanding their affairs, their
neceflities, or even their healths
m:ght require it, they would con-
'inue to be as they have been for
half a century, imprifoned and de-
prived of their rights; confined like
plants to the fpot where they hap-
pened accidentally to Ipring, and
compelled to vegetate there at the
will of their {overe:gn,

—_—

[ Te be concluded in eur next. J
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GERMANY.
Taking of Manheim.

PRANKFORT, SEPT. 21.

The Archduke Ckarles h:is, by

lipfburg, relieved that fortrefs from
the bombardment of the French,

Manheim., This day I have to com-
municate to you, the important in-
telligence that the Duke has com-
pletely beaten the enemy near Nee-
keraw and Manheim, drove him out
of all his {ftrong holds, 2nd tock the
city of Manhe:m 2nd 1800, French-
men, among whom are the Generals
of the Maelen and Le Folle, and 61
officers were made prifoners. Two
ftandards, 18 cannon, § bowitzers,
13 ammunition carts and 7 weggerns
loaded with balls, feil ingo his hands,
The following 1s 2an extraét from the
Duke’s letter, dared thea8th, which
he tran{mitted from héad_-qt:artt:rs
at Schwelzingen, relpetting this
glorious affair,

¢ After raifing the fiege of Philipl-
burg, the bombardment ¢f which
had lafted for fix days, the greairit
part of the hoftile troopsidiew acrois
the Rhine, and toock a pofition o
the left bank from Ogerfheim to-
wards Wurms., The divifion Le
Roche garrifoned the fortrels of
Manheim, 2and the entrenchments
which were erefted during 1he {unr-
mer at Neekeraw; ** The fortrefs of
Manheim was not'ia‘thelezft demo-
lithed, as has been announced in the
Tle wotks Were
partly 2s before, and partlv fo im=
proved, that they appeared per-
feftly fecure agamft ady crup de
 main. The village of Neekeraw,
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which is totally lurrounded by, an .

In another place Vattel fays, ¢ a.

grovidcd it be nop
ure when he can~

And ina
third, ““every man has a right to -

H‘crfc& a right _

could not change their allegiance,

his {peedily marching towards Phi- .
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