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A EN boaft 'of their.reafon, and

freely, and ‘applied ‘it properly;
but }:ohﬁdi_:rjg?ithat gebe aﬁydyu?;
Lney 250
gurded by fuch realons;as are a
fhame and 3 contradiftion to reafon,
it feems to be thrown away upon:
them: Indeed, fo little, or fc

wrong, is the ule they make of 1
that 1t would be really for their re.
putation, if they had none..

But though the many fcarcely ufe
it at all, and none fa mach as they
ought; yet every man thinks he
does, and ‘nevér wants fomething
which he calls reafon, for the juf.
tificatton of his folly or wickednefs.
Prejudice or paflion fteps into its
room, takes its name;_and under
the appearante of reaflon, does
things which reafoir abbors: And
thus reafon, as well as fcﬁgion, is
forced to furnith its enemies with
arms againft itfelf, and the abulfe of
it is worfe and more dangerous
than the ablolute want of it; as an:
ideot 1s lefs terrible and lefs odions
than a knave, and as a, harmlefs.
‘Pagan is a much more amiable cha.

ratter than an outragequs pcrfc',-}‘

cuting Biget, ~ So that 2s no Reli-|
‘gion at all 1s better, than a mif-{
chievous Religion; that 1§ to fay,
any-Religion ‘that prompts mien to
huréonc another; {o the ablence or
inaflivity of the faculties, is better
than the quicknefs of faculiies
wickedly applied. . = = . ©
- Of all the many falfe lights that
miflead men from their reafon,
prejudice is ope of the foremoft
and moft fuccefsful; and though
in their natures, or mare deflrue.-
no two things are more oppolite
tive of each other, than reafon’and
prejudice are; yet they are often
made to pals for each ether.: And
a3 fome men will give you very
good reafons for their being.in the
wrong themfelves; there are thofe
too, who will give you as good,
why others' fhould not be in the
right; thae is, the prejudices of
{fome would be thought wifdom,
and the wifdom of others ts mif-
called prejudice. Theworftthings
that men do, called by a good
narhe, pafs fer the beft; and the
beft, blackened by an i}l name,
pafs for the worft. Such is the
force of prejudice in. the world,
and {o fuccefsfully does this foe to
reafon ape reafon! .

" Prejudice isan obftinate and un-
reafonable attachment to "an opi-
nion, fupported only by a wilful-
nefs t6 maintain it, whether re-
garding men or things; it links the
sood. with the bad, and the bad

" with the good, and hates or loves

by the lump. Thus if a man is
called a faint, his worll aftions are
faiuted with him; and his very 1g-

norance and cruelty, and even his{

dirtinels and his dreams, are made
ficred and meritorious; as may be
feen at large inthe Romifh Legends,
- where the principal qualification
for fainthip feems to have confifted
i flark raving madnefs, and in an
Simplacableand bloody fury towards
-all fenfe and fobriety. And thus,
even with us, if a man. paffes for
a good man, his bad deeds -are
often thought good ones, by thofe

'~ that think him fo, andonly becaufe

do they think him fo. .

On the other fide, it a man is
called an Athieft, the odium of that
mame, where it is believed true, is
made a blot upon his beft aftions
and greateft virtue, and to defeat
them as well as foil them. For my
own part, I cannot think there are
‘uch men as Atheifts; but if there
vere, I cannot think that truth and
‘obriety in an Atheift, are worle
*un 1n 2nother wan.  That black
5 not white, and that two and two
make four; is as trus out of the
mesith Atheift, as out of the

J

- Hof an . Atheift 3s preferable w the
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. 3 nd{}ro be imitated and credited, than +
'. might juftly,~if thiey ufed & i what the greateft believers do wick-

{the bufinefs of bearing teftimony,

4

given by an Atheift to a beggar, s
better alms than 2 halfpenny-'q_ivin;
by a belicver; and the good :{enfe

miftakes.of a good Chriftian: In{
thort, whatever reputed Atheifts |
do well, or fpeak truly,.is more

edly, orfay falfely; and <€ven in

or making a report, in which cafes
the credit and reputation of the
witnefs gives fome weight, or norie,
to what he fays; more regard is to
be had tothe word of an unbe-
liever who has no intereft oneither |
fide, than tothe word of a believer
who has.

So that as no man is to be be-
lieved an Atheift, unlefs he be
evidently proved ore; which,
where he himfelf: dentes it, can be
done by'God unly; fo neither are
the good or bad af&ions of an
/Atheilt worle; with refpett to the
world, at leaft for his being one;
though the finof a {aint is more
fintul than that of a Pagan. As it
16 therefore the blackeé and moft
‘barbarous wvillainy to charge any
man with Athetfm, who 13 no
‘Atheift; it'is the greateft folly to
tshink that any man's erimes are the

i
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lefs, for the name’'of him that com-

mits them; or ‘thaj truth is lefs or
more truth, for the ill or good
name of him that fpeaks it.

Prejudice has long tanght men,
contrary to all reafon, to think
otherwife; and to confider, not
whit was“déner faid; but who
were the ‘men that"faid or did it.
A happy e'xf_e'dient, I muft own,
to acquire dominion, and to ex-
ercife 1t; and to-keep, for that end,
mankind ignorant ‘and bafe, as
their tedehers and governors do
enerally keep them! And there-
ore, }in moft parts of the world,
truth’' is ‘a capital crime; and- the
Page 4nd Mahomet, the Alcoran
an

founds, with ‘a competent affif-
tance of- fire and {word, are fufh-
cient to convince and' govern all
trite Catholicks and* Muflelmen.

But we live in a land of liberty;
' and have, [ hope, well-nigh wiped
.off the {candal of being led or ani-
mated by noifle and names, as were
.many of our forefathers; © whofe
reafon -being in'other men’s keep-
ing, “was generally turned upon
ithem, and co-operated with other
\daufes, towards keeping them in
‘bondage. They were decoyed or
 frightened into folly and chains;
fome faw ‘not their condition, and
others wanted courdge or power te
mend it. " But with Liberty light
has {prung in, and we have got rid
of the terrors and délufion occa-
fioned by folemn and'ill-founding
names: a’ fort of bugbears that
frighten’ only in the dark: We
have leatned that we are as fit to
ufe ourown underftandings, as
they ate whofe underftandings are
no better than ours;-and that there
is no merit in founds, nor m thole
aftions ‘whieh a wicked man may
praétife as well as a good man,
withsut “departing from his cha.
ratter.” :

True learning and prejudices
| cannot {ubfift together; and there-
 fore, though in focieties of pedants,
little elfe is to be found but pre-
judices, bitternefs, ignorance, and
1ll.breeding; I.am amazed to bear,
that in focieties of gentlemen,
formed for the promoting of know-
ledge, and liberty of enquiry; a
province utterly inconfiftent with
‘the narrow [pirit of prejudice, there
are yet found inﬁancés of the
greatelt, Who would imagine,
that matural, complexion or reli-
gious opinions, could any way at-
te& the difcovery of fofhls and

muftard and pickles? But I dare
fay, it is only a fiory raifed to bring
a Jearned body inte contempt, that
they refiifed admittance to one Phi-
lofopher, becaufe Le held héte.

rodox religious ténets, and another

‘the Mafs-book, and the like |

{thefe men who wantonly apply the

{20
hy.- which we profanely fuggeft,

& —

{thought a curle; and therefore

- em—

jthat entitle threm rather to Gpd's

prp- 1

cocklethels, or the improvement of |}

jeft made upon them by x gentlg-
l:;an, who bging%edhé; fgme ?ﬂ'
them, Whethér he "had a mind to
be a member? told them, ¢ Ne,
entlemen, ’tisimpoflible; you fee
have a mole on'my up.pcr{{n'p; and
I am fubjét 1o talk'in my fleep.” i
It is fcarce credible, but that we
lee it, how 'violently and fhame-
fully prejudice flies in the face of
reafon, and often geisthe better of
it, in inftances too where reafon
feerits to be ftrongeft and moft ob-
yious. I fhall meéntion a remark-
able ome. _

Alexander and Czfar are never
mentioned but with applaufe, or
thought of ‘but as amiable charac-
ters,

certain there never lived more
wicked men; they turped the
waorld upfide down, and ufurped its
power; they paved thieir way t¢
dominion with dead bodi€s, and
were the oppreflors and butchers
- of the human race: Ilere is faft,
plain undéniable fafl, aganit pre-
judicé and opinion.

Oliver Cremwel, on the con-.

with deteftation, or thought of but’
as a monfter; though it 1s certain’
'that he never did the hundredth:
‘Eart of the mifchief that was done’

y either of the other two,  ‘He had
at leaft as good a night to Great-
Britain as tliey had to the globe]
and ruled it with more equity‘and
lefs blood. He was, difabtiefs, an
ufurper, but a littleones! and though
wicked enough, really an mmaocent
man compared to themn.! Nor was
he at all below them in parts and
courage. What theréfore is the
caufe of this mighty and unjuft dit-
ference, where the lefler wicked-
nefs 1s moft magnifed, and leaft
excufed, and where the blackefl
criminals and the higheft ufurpers
are admired and extolled’

There 1s yet one effeél of preju-
dice more imipioas than all the reft;
I mean, the daring prefumption of

judgments of God-to- athets, and
of calling thofe things'jundgments,

thing ever yet: happened to one
man, ‘but has happened to ahother,
and a different : ' The ‘wicked live
in - as much profperity; and die
with as fcw agonies as do the righ-
teous, who, I think, are. allowed
to be here much the more unhappy
of the two. Who has :t0]d: us,

fortupes .are judgments;- .or. that
death 1s ofie; that death which is

the different and difaftrous manrers

famine and
tortitre, wild beafts and accidents,
aeflroyed as many good men as evil
men ?- : & -

How foslifth and infolent are we!
When we are angry, unreaf{onably
angry with one another, we pre-
mg)mouﬁy think tbat God, the

+and. all-wife God, is {o too;

that he s a Being as weak, ridicu-
dous, and paflionate, as ourfelves.
‘Whereas . that often pleafes: God,
which 1is hated by than, awd: that
which is really a blefling ts often

fome wickedly think the judgment
of: God due to others for things

favour, So wickedly do men differ
in their fentiments and affeétions!
{ They who call the misfortunes of
others judgments upon them, do
plainlys:enough own, though not
in.words; .that they wilh for judg-
ments -upon -others, or are glad
when they happen. What carr we
{ay of fuch an Antichriftian Spirit
as this? '

When the ‘heathens were upper-
mof, they charged the Chriftians
with. being the caufe of allthe evils
and misfortunes that befel the Ro-

-

plagues, - carthijuakes, and thelike;
and one of the Fathers wrote a book

becaufc ob his foreign ‘extraftion.

B

and the true patterns of}
princes and héroes, though it is}

trary, is fcarce ever mentibned but']

!

i

which are not fo. Prohably mo-|

what God can only tell; thattms-
commeon: {o.all men?' ‘And as to}

of dying ; ‘have not fire and:{word, |
firtence,. poifon: and |

man Empire; fuchi as inundations;

vfrhoﬁwm&a th:% eshow.
agiinft- say man, or dédy of “men;
inay befilenced, if he has modefty,:
ferife, ot fhame -iti him, by 'the;
famie anfwer. - - <. i Y

From im Oration on the Extent and l’uvht
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“POLITICAL DELUSION; -
Dd:?v:_r&: im. New-Haven, Conne&icut, o
the . avening preceding the , public Com-
menécment, Scprember, 1800, :

BY AERAHAM BISHOP.

hdve named to gou will be prac-
tifed on you at the approachrug Pre-
fidential eleflion, and then delufion
everbufyand inventive will aflume
new and potent forms proportioned
to the immenfe importance of that
occafion. Some candidates.will be

prapofed to you, whofe wlhiole fyf:

1] tem confifts of the delufions which,

I have explained. But was our re-
valption atchieved?  Did the great!
God guide the florm in order to'
land us.in the joyful harborof peace
| and freedom aﬂ is the whole {cene
to be clouded with the burfling of
crackers, . and 'taifing : of fky-
rockets? Republicansheawake,the
day is more imhportant than any day
of ,Kzou_r revolution.

. Now republicani{m dies or lives
rfor'ev.er..; Yeour candidate 1s atried
patriot and ftate{man. * It is not the
atheift Jefferfon; not theinfamous
difcoverer of a flandard of weights

2 pendulum; not the author o
the letter to Mazzei., Federalifls
 need not apprehend that fuch a man
13 to be th:Fu ; but'your condidate
13 {]gﬂ'crfon, F’rcﬁdent of the Phi-
lofophical fociety, who in all his
communications to them has {pokern
reverently of the goodnels of God,;
tee man, who in, his’ writings has.
{poken reverently of the. chriftian
réligion, and has foryears fupported:
at his ownexpence a preacher of the.

morality both in thepry and praétice,.
amiable in' private life, holding the!
{econd office in your ‘government’
by the freé- fuffrages‘of the people.

he ingénions difcoverér of a per-
fe & ‘fardard of @ '

——

well as private, has da

red to, publifh

to the -tempellacus {ea of :liberty;
that ‘we. had an -arftoeratic; mon-
archycy
COUI’HI’Y.‘

{of delufion, he venturéd 1o prediét,
{that aftérthe wap there would be a
relapfe oF fpirit in the people: 'that
flabufes would ¢tcep in aad” would
cofitinue till a crifts, when, by the
enerﬁy of the people, our rights
would revive or tll they fhould ex-
gl.re in :a conpvuliion,- and herein

€' predi€ted this: very day. . Our
fpirit has declined; grofs abufes
have crept m1; we havea powerful
ariftocratic; monarehié, Britannic
ta&ion ; but by a' due exertion of

tions, your rights may yet revive,
dnd'the man” who predifled this
lives toregeive the teflimony - of
your refpe&t and condfience, , the
t\J\.vithl_mlding:{ of which may lead you
to the fad eataftrophe of feeinig your
Edearly earned rights literally ex-
tpire in a convulfion. |
. + However you may-be agitated on
'the {ubjeft of religion; reft aflured
|'that you are not te depend on any
adminiftration of government for
{the profperity of Zion. You will
not, like the people of England,
expefl that examples of piety, 1ffués
of grace, and fireams of f{alvation,
are to flow from his moft facred
Majefty, and the titled flaves which
Jlcompofe a luxurious court. The
chanot wheels of falvation are far
different - from the .chiariot wheels

fireets of the- Federal city, with
loads of domefti¢ and'imported in-

-

'to prove, thai. all thofe things had

and meafures; by the vibrations o{; |

gofpel; @ man of unq’u;’_ﬁ'fojug)le |

- ‘ftan eights atid miea-
{{ fures, and the man,w @in public as |
{iruths galling. to federal ears, has}

dared to fay that we bad men; who |’
| preterred he.- calm of -defpotifm{

Britannic Factios in this}

.Kdn‘wih'g hccura{e'iv' thé pOwer‘

which -are to 'be rolled round ‘the

¥

I
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miflion; thodgh they ‘may fiy

]

your cunftitutional rights’ of elec- ||

1

LW das '

L fidehey. - ’ "
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| Gods,” heed them ot # their Bu- -
il finefs i to delade you.  Singular

tieitly
tutional deliverarce. ™ .

-

thatigh they’who are: oppofed o = "

yoB, imay. fay, * we: are called le-
n; for we are many; fedr hot
he numbers:” . Though thigy thay

2wyt

wotld in cenfideration-of your fub-

o | -
»

““follow us, andye fhallbe valled

as it may {eem, though-you? have
been called infidels; yet you'hdve
to. combat fyflems deftruéliveto
religion; <tHough you bave béen

Ly | B : { called: jacobiing;: yet you bave-to
Mo# of the delufions which 1|

cdnterid for that equat rational free-

| dom, which no jacobineverfotught ;

thougly you have ‘been calledih-
fer_m%s, yet you have ememiies to
fight; ‘which the anciett ¢hurch
had ; ‘you have to contend ‘with
principalities and powers,-andithe -
rulers of the darknefsofthisworkd,

and {piritual wickednefs in ‘high

places, with the prince of the power
of  the air. at the head of them.
Thaugh 4 government; whith yeu

equally obtained .and ‘equally fup-

port; lias been direfled ‘both in lan-
guage and. Jaw$ againft your feel-
10gy, liberties and rights;.you have
waited: jpeaceably; though ampa-
for the d:\‘y of your ¢pafli-

<Sopn will your prifon deers be
fet apen; she day to redeem/joutr-
felves from great and little tyrants,
is st hand:. M you have firmnels
te meet the crifis, and faithiully to
alt yaur parts in it, you may fheut,
for your redemption is at the doord.

But, if in any of you /prelem,
delufion has .wroaght itt: perfeét
work: if you havegbwed the ktide

eternal adietr tothe freeddm - you
never meritedy prépare Yous wecks
for the yokes . b sbedl

oy
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-~ Since the>eftablifbiment of
this (Welpote's) {yftent of corruiss
tion, | which bas defcended to usip:

Patffamentare “become s better
than theconflifts of f o sl
c mpﬁ'ﬁ&)“ﬁ mhlht({ém. B3 ek (5

* Parhraments, " which o‘ugllt “to
exhibit an . uncloudéd difplay of
wifdom, integrify, rand’ bepevou
lence, combined inone illéfirimdl’

affemblage; iswirtually dcgfadeﬂfﬁr S

a court convened only for thepurt:

PO&_-‘.. af enregilletintt the ‘Roval
edibiss ;:n-gl : ng:,.'t'u,. Y,I

.. 49 Ietis. nod: The grave andivell
weighed counfels of thel legifatare,
which, ;. under this “fyftemy: diveét
the movements of thé: exerutive
powerj but it is the caprice; the
pride, and the folly of. the exéciré

{tive power, winch bave too fre-

uently influenced. and govérded
thie volitions of the lgg‘iﬂq_uvg_bodﬁ

It isan ack'now}cdgc Lt'rmh, atruth

Egpon parliamentary . record, that
“The uifluence of -the' Crown
onght to be dimimifhed;’. but-mo
| vigorous Tleps have . becn taken to

effeft that dimjnutien. ... 0 . .

... * Arefarm ot the reprefentation,
a redutlion of the Randmgmilary
force,.a progreffive redemption of

litionr 'of all ‘ufelefs and [aperfluous
places, ' penfion$, and finecares,
upon which the monfter “Corfrup-
tion feeds and thrives, are '-algjné;
adequate to dccomplith the mighty,
tafk of a national regengration. .-,
+ * And 1f that energy . and: vir-,hie}.,
are wanting in the community -at.
large, which will'in time thcite tos
the adoption of {uch means as are?
neceflary ‘ta “eflellgate this end,.

and tranquil filenice, the ‘morernt’
in which- the nation2l hberlyf “1s°
fated finatly to terminate in'that.ab-’

ter, forms the true enth

you ail the kingdoms of Ahe -

to:the political Baal; therbid @n

T~
g

CHA RAC'I‘EJ. ‘

.

‘the public debt, and a totul. abos

what remains buf to await,-in deep’,

folute,monarchy, which,aecaiding . -
to-a profound and celebrated wri-
, forms the true enthunuliacithe
Bl Contiwion ™ - 4

:-I-‘!;';: |
& |
I
i

LS
B 2

its full force, the deliberations. 8. ! {
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