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ACCOUNT OF STEWDARSHIP
RENDERED LEGISLATURE
BY RETIRING GOVERNOR
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Progress.

is Administration, Picturing the

Advancement the State Has Made, and Suggesting Legisla-
tion He Deems Wise to Keep North Carolina in Step With

&

of Agriculture, More Money

N e
..

' hong His Recommendations to the New Ceneral Assembly Are
! .*° Better Pay for State Officers, New Building for Department

and Larger Authority for High-

way Commission, Continuation of Enlargement of School
Facilities and a Law to Allow Families to Share in Eamn-
ings of Prisoners—Urges State to Resist Cuban Bond Claim
to the Last and Lauds President Wilson for

His Foreign

-

" % the Honorable the General Assem-
"5 . bly of North Carolina:
The days of my ministration are

speak to you my last
Governor of the State of

-,...,:I”.:.
i
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tered in economy and honesty, above
the breath of scandal and by men of
rupngbt lives and high purpose, whose
daily walk is In the Democratic plain-
ness and simplicity of the tribunes of
anclent Rome.

Constitutional Amendments.

At the last election, the people rati-
ed amendments to the constitution.
This General Assembly must enact
statutes to maks them effective. You

and have time for the consideration
of problems of general importance,
Cuba and the Bonds.

Recently, the Republic of Cuba has
come into possession of “Reconstruc-
tion Bonds” amounting t0o mors than
two millions of dollars, and is at-
tempting .to enforce tne payment of
bonds in the Bypreme Court of
nited States e bonds were
in the evil days that followed
war, when corruption and plunder
shaimeless, when marauders in-

this capital The State re-
ceived no benefit from them. They
were promptly repudiated, and the
Constitutiona! Convention of 1875
made unlawful their payment by any
official or by any General Assembly.

dishonor was published to the
world, and no interest upon them has
ever besn pald.

Adventurers and unscrupulous
speculators have procured or gotten
control of many of these bonds, and
have by devious methods attempted
to oollect them. The Federal con-
that mo Individual
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have collection
through the agency or other states of
the Union, and for this purposs have
offered most liberal gifts 1o states
with whom they have negotiated.
became Informed of
the facts, they refused to touch the
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“The Quality

‘Have You Used Pyrex?

PYREX is a development

lamp.

The pﬁnc:gal advantage of PYREX Baking dishes
up as follows:

(1) Sanitary—easiest to clean and keep clean.
(2) Economical—baking quicker.

(3) Efficient—having a higher heat capacity.
(4) Durable—with reasonable care they last for

(5) Attractive—graceful in shape and dainty in
: l_ " Ours is the only store in Charlotte where PYREX

{ Smith-Wadsworth
. Hardware Company

of applied science, pa-
step, and is, in its own way,
ng distance telephone or the

Hardware Store.”
Phones 64-65

of North Carolina will prevall in the
Ereat case now pending, and that this
last cloud of Reconstruction which
has threatened for fifty years upon

our horizon, will dissppear forever,
Condition of the State.

period in her whele history
governing party that placed me here
is stronger and more secure than ever
in the loyalty and harmonious union
of its members, and that by the long |
continuation of a goverpment of in- |
tegrity and devolicn to the public |
weal, it has jastified the Nnﬁdencek
and trust of the people
In our memory there are years of |
darkness and hardship with tempests
of war for a background, when politi- |
cal might prevalled, and its minions
went forth to plunder and to dewvour,
when flelds were barrem. when
schools weres closed, when people
were poor and discouraged, and when
opportunity was denied This was |
Indeed a land of sorrows and ac-
quainted with grief. We, curseives
have been witnesses and pariakers in
the transformation of a State and her |
people. Out of the darkness of Re-
construction, there was the day/
Spring of 'T6.« The people girded their
loins to overcome adversity. They re- |
established a government of law and
security. They rehabilitated the
State and bher institutions They
opened the university and built the
| school. )
!  During the sixteen years of this
century, North Carclina bas made
more progress than in all the years
of her preceding history. In sab-
stantial development she has been
surpassed by no Swmate of the Unlon,
nor by any civilised country whose
history we know. Her growth and |
accomplishment is lke a tale of!
Armablan romance. |
:

We are an agricultural people, and
agriculture measures our Natonal)
progress. By the intelligent cultiva- |
tion of the soll, the vield of all staple
ecrops per acre has been about doubled.
The acreage of tillage has been in-
creased until now the State, once far
behind, ranks in agriculture among
the first of the Union. The prosper-
ity of the farm appears to the passer-
by in improved flelda, improved dwell-
ings, and all the sppointments of the

rm.

The College of Agriculture and
Mechanie Arts and the Department
of Agricalture have been potential
agencies in this wonderful develop-
ment The college must be manned
and equipped for its larger useful-
ness, It should have 5.90® students.
Its alumni wiil to all sections of
the State, and of the country trained
for captains of industry, for the prac-
tical and scientific cultivation of the
s0il and for the higher development
of the profession of agriculture.

The Department of Agriculture has
stimulated farming to increasing ac-
tivity. It has proteeted the farmers
from imposition, it bas ascertained
and encouraged the most profitable
crops by methods of imtelligent ex-

riment and demonstration. The

uilding now occupled by the Depart-
ment s not it In Its stead there
should be erected a building com-
mensurate with the requirements,
typifylng the finest and the greatest
of all of the industries of North Car-!
olina.
Mapufacture and Commeree.

Manufacturing is prospering as
never before, and is developing in ev-
ery section of the State. The cot-
ton mills alone require for their op-
emtion 157,000 horse-power. They
manufacture all the cotton that we
produce and more. The wvalue of thelr
rodyct for the last year was §100,-
00,000.

The utillzation of waterpower is as-
suming large proportions. Om a 20-
mile section of the Yadkin River,
250,000 horse-power is now in course
of development From one end of
the State to the other are electrie

which are E“‘ the
transformed power of t French
Broad, the Catawba, the Yadkin, the
Pee Dee, the Cape Fear and the Roa-
noke, delivering exhaustiess energy to
the centers of Industry, lHghting cities
and towns, and driving millions of
wheels and spindles. The commercial
advancement of our towns and cities
is keeping pace with manufacturing
and agriculture,

Rural Coaditions.

The country home is no longer &
place of isolation and desclation. Im-
proved farming brings the comforts
of life: the telepbone, the mall box,
good achools, and guvod roads enlarge
and llluminate the horison of country
life. As rural conditions improve,
ambittious youth and will
|lhaﬂnlnd;rwlnmt‘n-mdpm
atmosphare for ths breeding of a ro-
! bust race. The country home should
| be provided with all modem apgllhn-
ces of comfort and economy. ural
|commnnmu should be empowered by
statute to huu?onu themselves for
the purpose of securing water and
1:1;1;1. and all avallable public utli-!
ties. Runnirig water In the home ls
| the most desirable of all modern con-
| veniences. It saves women and chil-
| dren from drudgery in the heat and
lln the cold. It brings comfort and
| cleanliness. It preserves health. Ev-
| ery farmer of modern means can have
| this convenience. It-i= pot an ex-
'pense. It Is an economy. With screens
| in the windows and pure running wa-
]ltr in the house, the home will be |
iel‘.ﬁ and sanitary, and the people
| who dwell therein will be clpaner,
| healthier, stronger and better.

Vacant Lands,

1
| We have always the perplexing
question of taxation, The Constitu-
tion makes the solution difficult The
| large per cent of the personal weaith
| of the State is not listed for taxation.
| One cause for this is the alleged
! undervaluation of the and
The Corporation Commission made
| an intelligent and courageous effort
to equalize the tax values of the State,
and have accomplished much. but the
| situation is by no means satisfactory.
. There are in the Btate vasti wcreas
| of unused land beld for speculation.
The owners neither use it por intend
| to use it These lands are listed for
taxation at a very small part of their
| sale vaiue. In asessments, the dis-
| crimination is in their favor and
| agninst che lands that have been (m-
| proved. These unused jands should
i not be ftavored by the tax assessor for
Itbl.u' owners are appropriating the
{ vilue—the unearned inerement creat-
ed by the gruwth and onurmtu of
| the whole eommunity If there be
| any discrimination let it faver the
! man who has improved by Industry
his holdings, and made his land pro-
| ductive; not to the man who refuses
1o lmprove and who prevents the pat-
| ural development. A proper assess-

VREanl land for purposes of specuin-

I rejoice to declare that the Sutn!
is in better condition than at any |
that the |

ment wouid discowrage.ihe holdicg of |

GOVERNOR LOCKE (CRAIG. '

homes This is especially true of city
and suburban property.

There s nothing that contributes
more to the strength and patriotism,
the highest development of citisen-
ship, than the ownership of homes.
A proprietor is independent. He can-
not be a serf. Every farmer in North
Carolina should determine to own the
land upon which he lives, though the
acreage ba small. He will then have
a firm dwelllng place, a steadfast in-
terest in country and Government,

The Federal reserve act has de-
stroyed the money monopoly, The
farm loan bank recognizes the land
as sccurity upon which money can
be obtained on long and easy terms.
Land in North Carollna is compari-
tively cheap. A man of energy and
determination can own his home If he
will

Good Roads.

Good ronds have been a potential
agency for the welfare of the State.
In obedience t@ the dictntes of com-
mon sense, business requirements and
the progressive epirit of the age, the
people of North Carolina have deter-
mined to have good roads. During
the last four years, we have bullt
twice n= many -miles of improved
highwavs as In all our preecding his-
tory We now haww ahout 15,000
miles of well graded, surfaced wnd"t
In January, 1913, we had about 5,000
miles. We have built 10,000 since
then

During the last four years, the Cen-
tral Highway has been built from the
Atlantic Ocean over the coastal
plain, over the hills of the Piedmont.
over the Hiue Ridge to the Canyon
of the Great Rocky Mountains. The
section of this road from O14 Fort to
Ridge Crest, and a section in Madl-

victs. Within the last four years,
the highway from Charlotte to Ashe-
ville has been completed, The Btate
convicts built that aifficult section
fram Chimney Rock to Hickory Nut

Gap. Similar highways have been
bullt across the Btate and (nto ev-
ery section. Road bullding goes on

with Increasing momentu. No com-
munity will be without them unleas
it be satisfled to deny {tself the Im-
provements of modern life in this day
of enlightenment and progress. The
old eountry raad of rocks and mud
and steep hills, consuming energy, for-
bidding progressa, is past. With good
roads communities are correlated,
markets are available, schpols and
churches are accessible;, land rises in
value, progress is inevitable. Our
highway»s are Immeasurably finer than
“the king's highway" of old, and they
are the tricks for the swift and pow-
erful vehicles.

The automobile {s the modern ma-
chine for local transportation. They
are rapidly coming into universal use.
We cannot get along without them,
and they cannot get along without the
good road. Their Indispensable ef-
fictency Is not avallable without the
graded, surfaced highway. They are
monopolizing the roads, and they
make road bullding and road main-
tanance far mors expensive. They
should bear a lafge part of this bur-
den. The tax on them might be in-
creased, and thelr owners would not
oomplain provided the money be ap-
plied to the bLetterment of the roads.

Highway Commission.

The BState Highway Commission
was established by the General As-
sembly of 19156. This commlission
has justified its creation. Its use-
fulness has been limited by lack of
funds. The revenue from automoblilea
might be largely administered by the
commission. The moflern highway Is
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which places at our disposal
construction §$115,000 for the present
year, and an Increasing amount ‘t:.r
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eral money is sxpended.
must therefore provide

nance fund if we are to take advant-
age of this Federal aid, and co-oper-
ate with the Federal Government.

Rallroad Bullding.

¢"the Btate b0 &1a 1 congtruc:
o -

tion of ceftdin railroads in Pled
mont section and acroas the
Ridge Mountainae. Comviots have
furnished to the Btatesville Alr
Rallway, the Elkin &

way, and to the Wataugs &
Valley Rallway. These conviots
not paid for in cash, but as

ized by law, are m for in stook
the companies. stock has no
market value, But the consideration
is not the value of the stock, but the
vilue to the Btats of that magnificent
country west of the DBlue Ridge.
These raliroads, when built, will eon-
neot that ocountry with the Btate. In
trade and commercial intercou it
is out off from North Carolina by im-
passable moyntaind and has been
forced to trade with the cities of Vir-
ginia, and send to them its valuable
products, This Is a seotion with =
splendid destiny. We need its fer-
tile lands and vast forests. It is equal
in beauty and natural richness to the
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a Btate institution for communica-
tion and use by the people of diff-
erent sections. By improper location
and construction, a vast amount of
money has . been spent not to the best
advantage, This can in the future
be remedied by conferring upon the
commission supervisory powers. Com-
petent and experienced engineers
could be hed,
Rallroad Grade Orossings.

On all of the prineipal highways,

rallroad grade crossings should be

son County were built by Btate con-

no longer a neighborhood affalr, but
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- Our Christmas Savings
- Club Is Still Open--—-
~Have You Joined?

Besides joining our Christmas Savings Club to provide money
for the next Holiday season, it can be used for many other admir-
able purposes.

Church societies, as organizations ar as individuals, may join
and thus create a fund to reduce church debts or for the purchase of
new church equipment; fraternal societies may establish sinking
funds or invest their surplus weekly income; athletic clubs may cre-
ate funds for uniforms or club house furniture; individuals or es-
tates for taxes on their property, life insurance premiums, etc.; you
may open the account in another’s name, and let him or her receive
our check in time for Christmas; and a dozen other ideas can be
turned to advantage by this excellent plan of saving small amounts
from week to week.

This new plan is so simple and satisfactory that the thousands
who have already joined are telling their friends and neighbors to
join likewise and enjoy its benefits.

It Is Not Too Lttoto.!nin.
Come to the Bank and let us talk it over.

| The
Peoples Bank & Trust Co.

THE WELCOME BANK. .

SABAAEIDRiTRETELY

tion. and emecoursge the industrious

and thé energelic to buy their own

ANY SORT OF CLUB

The new year is a good time to open a Savings Account with The .

Independence Trust Company

with the view of having money to spend next Christmas; to be ready

to meet the next premium on your Life Insurance Policy; against

your Wedding Day; or for agy other emergency. Whatever your in-

come is you ought to plan to save some of it for future requirements.
Deposits made in our Savings Department on or before J

1st at 4 per cent mpm

bth will draw interest from Jan
quarterly.  One dollar or more open an account. Deposits mailed

through the mails will receive careful attention.
CAPITAL AND PROFITS $725,000.00 ,

OFFICERS:

4. H. WEARN, Ch. of Board
J. H.LIYYLE, President

W. A. WATSON, V, Pres. '
W. M LONG. V. Prie.




