- IND STREET CAF

Ctmdition of Thm of the Fire-
men Who Were Hurt Is Serious.

ANSWERING FIRE ALARM,

—_—

Truck Was Turning Onto South’

Boulevard When the Col-
lision Occurred.

—
Eight members of the Charlotte fire

department and two passengers

aboard a street car of the local street
rallway system were injured, three of
them seriously, In a collision between
a street car and a motor truck of the
fire department at the corner of Park |
avenue and South Boulevard at 12:30
o'clock Friday afternoon.

At a late hour Friday night, very
little hope was entertained for the
recovery of Fireman George Splttle.
and Firemen W. F. Simpson and]
James Morris were also reported in a
serious condition, as the result of in-
Juries sustained in the accident when
the big six-cylinder American La-
France truck of the Charlotte fire de-
partment collided with an in-bound
Fourth ward car.

Firemen Robert Barnes, Wade
Phillips, Reid Barkley, Calvin Grier,
Raymond Long and J. V. Duncan,
who were also on the truck, were
slightly injured, and Miss Georgla
Albright, stenographer for the Bouth-
ern Cotton Oill Company, and Julius
Norman, a negro employed at the
home of W. N. Foreacre, were slight-
Iy bruised. Miss Albright and the,
negro were on the street car.

Hosplial Reports.

Reports from the Presbyterian Hos- |

pital, where 8impson and Spittle were
rushed after the accldent, were that
Simpson sustained the fracture of a
rib on the left side, the broken rib
entering a lung, and that Spittle was
suffering with a fracture at the base
of the skull

Morris, who was taken to his home,
was sald to be in convulsions from
hurts about the head, late in the af-
ternoon. HIis condition was unim-
proved at the last report.

The accldent happened when the
downtown truck company was rush-
ing to the location of Box &6, on
Worthington avenue. An alarm had
been telephoned into headquarters,
Fireraan Duncan answering the tele.
phone. The voice at the other end of
the wire asked the firemen to "Come
to Parkwood and Lindale avenues.™

Duncan attached mn alarm dise to
the (ndicator, and thinking the fire
was in Dilworth, rang in Box 88, The
two trucks downtown and the truck
from the Dilworth station answered.

Going out Bouth Tryon street, the
two trucks turned to the left up
Park avenue, crosgsed the railroad and
the first truck succeeded in crossing
the street car tracks on South Boule-
vard. The second truck is said to
have been abut a half a block be-
hind it .

The street car, Fourth Ward No. 52,
was coming Into town on the oppo-
site track, and from the most accu-
rate reports obtainable, had stopped
to allow passengers to board it. The
car was In charge of Motorman D). C.
Morgan and Conductor J. W. Mock.
The three passengers were Miss Al-
bright and Lacy SBeawell. a resident
of Dilworth, and the negro, Norman.

First Crossed.

After the first truck had crossed
South Boulevard, officials of the
Southern Publie 1tilities Company
say, the motorman did not know the
second truck was coming, not being
able to hear its bell or the noise of

the exhaust, because of the noise
made by the first car.
The street car had started up, and

was approximately tnree-fourths of a
car length across the intersection of
PPark avenue when the big truck
crashed into the rear end and was
completely reversed, by the power of
the collislon, changing ends

Captain Simpson was in the front
sent of the truck with Robert Barnes
driving. The six others were on the
rear platform and running boards

The version of how the” nceident
took place as given by Barnes was as
follows:

“1 saw the street car standing still,
or running at such a slow rate of
speed that it looked as if it was go-
ing to stop every second, when 1 got
where [ could see the corner good.
Our bell was ringing. and we were
not running fast, as I had been forced
to slow down at* Park avenue and the
rallroad crossing.

“When I saw that the street car

was crossing Park avenue, it was too |

late for me to stop, I realized that if
I tried to go around the car, the
truck would side-swipe the back end
and kill the men on the left side, and
so I locked my wheels and took it
head-on.

“The second it struck,
ing to the right,

I was lean-
and it knocked me

street.

helping pick George Spittle up from |

beneath what was left of the truck."

Versions of other firemen who wore
able to tell of the accident were prac-
tically the same,

Motorman Morgan and Conductor
Mock both declared that they did not
hear the truck on account of the
noise made by the first one, and could
not see it untll it was right upon
their car.

Car Not Damaged.

The street car was not badly dam-
aged, in spite of the terrific force be-
hind the blow of the heavy fire trugk.
There wasn't a single window glass
shattered, and the only damage was
a small hole crushed in the side.

The conductor and motorman im-
mediately notified police headguar-
ters, and under the Instruction of
Chlef Horace Moore, ambulances and
automobiles containing doctors were
rughed to the scene, At first it was
thought Firemen Bpittle and Simp-
son hpd been killed outright, and that
the injuries sustained by the others
WGI:‘ worse than they later turned out
to "

The filremen thought to
worst injured wer:

be
rusned to

the
the
Presbyterian Hospital, while Fireman
Morris was taken to his home.

In the meantime, while the mcel-

(Continued on Page Two)
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ILL ESIURES
OF RAILROADS

Placed at Dmsal of Govern-
ment, in Event of War.

—as
Fairfax Harrison Heads Commit-
tee to Co-Operate With Adminis-

tration, If Occasion Arises.
*——

New York, Feb. 16.—The rulmdl'
of the United States today informed
Il’re:;ldent Wilson lhal the m!
of their organization ‘are at the dis-
posal of the Government in the evert

of war,

Officials of eighteen roads were ap-
| pointed a <pecial commistee of Na-
1tlunal defense. President Fairfax Har-

|
|
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CIIB"I PRINCE'S ARMY
DRIVES FRENCH BACK
ON CHAMPAGNE LINE

|
: Striking =t the French line in
Champagne, midway between Verdun
;and Rheims, troops of the German
;Crown Prince have taken ground to )
‘a depth of a hailf mile on a front of
2 mile and a half. The attackers’

captured $58 prisoners, including 21 Cahinet Imtar Takes Charge of

and 20 machine guns.

-._s, nus IETIlGI'IILIS e|= rn cnnouus"

THODPS NOWNG
IGANST REBELS

The Crown Prince had not been |

ymctive since his partly soecessful at-
tack on Freanch positions northwest of |

Verdun on January 26. The latést
thrust in Champagne comes a few
days less than a year after the be-
ginning of the attack by him on the
outlying fortifications of Verdun.
Seuth of Ripont, between Tahure
and Cernay, was the scene of the
German success. Most of the ground

,gained was contained in the Maisons

de Champagne farm and on Hill No.
184, which lies about one-third of a
|mile south of the farm. The latest
| French official statement mentions
,only artillery activity in the vicinity
of Maisons de Champagne, and de-
clares there was no infantry activity
there Berlin's supplementary report
mentions no further activity in Cham-

PaEne.

Except for raids by British, French
an«d troops at various points
along the front in France, and two
small engagements in Galicia, there
has been no important infantry fight-
ing on the other of the battleflelds.
Official communications report much
aertal activity on the western front.

Shipping totalling at least 9536
tons has falien prey to the German
submarines, according 10 the latest
reports. All the seven vessels sunk,
which include a sailing vessel and a
trawler, were of British registry. Of
the five steamers sunk, the tonnage
of one, the Kynusti, is pot available,
The Hopemoor, of 3,740 tons, was the
largest victim reported.

INDUSTRY THREATENED
WITH SHUT-DOWN
Hardwood Manufacturers Ask
Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion to Intervene.

. —_— -
Memphis, Tenn., Feb. 16.—Resolu-
| tions adopted at a meeting here today

Operations in Camaguey.
OTHER - PROVINCES QUIET,

(According to Cuban Official|
Statement—Denial That Amer-
ican Marines Have Landed.

——..——o—-

Mavana, Feb. 16.—0OMcial an-
nouncement was made tonight that
quiet prevalls In the provinces
Havana, Pinar del Rio, Matanzas and
Santa Clara, and thut a large force
of troops is in the province of Cam-
uguey operating aguinst the insur-
gerts. Aurelio Hevia, Secretary of
Government, departed today for Santa
Clara Province where he will direct |
all military operation=.

3
with 500 men on board

William E. Gonzales the American
Minister, today issued a note in an-
swer 1o many petitions for him Lo
dgrge clemency for military prisoners
who were likely to be =hut. The note

ister knew it was the intention of
the Government to “follow the usual
legal course.”

A sensational report was im circu-
lation today

This was denied.
tonlght says:

“Quliet prevalls at Pinar del Rio,
Havana, Matanzas and Santa Clara. |

are still at large, but continue to be
clusely pursued by detachments or

of |

The school ship Patria sulled tuday-

assured the petitioners that the Min--

that American marines
had been landed at Suntiago de (_‘.ullll.l

|
The siatement issued at the palace

In this latter province several bm:du{i

IB[HMIN SUBMARIN
v g s o [I{] EFFECT ON
e 7 e [ISCUSSED AT

Washington, Feb. 16.—The Senate
turned its attention to the interna- |
uunal crisis again today, a debate a:n:lJ
tha Administration bill to curtail ac-
tivities of foreign uagents developing
| many references to the situation with
Germany. and drawing from Chair-
| man Stone, of the Forelgn Relations
| Committee, a bitter denunciation of
| newspapers which circulated false
‘| statements in order to create a senti- |
ment for war, . I

n

ATTEHTIOH OF SENATE
IS AGAIN TURNED TO
INTERNATIOHAL CRISIS

Many Referanc'os to German Sit-

|

EE\I-IN MORF BOATS SUNK
BY GERMAN bl'B\lQRL"ES

bewumore vessels were sunk br
the German u-boats, accordl 0
yesterday's regort. They Inclu cu
sulling vesser and trawler, all of
British registry. The names of
only three were givem out. The

“There Is no shadow of doubt record of wvessels destroyed sinoce
|the mind of any fair thinking man,” || the submarine was in-
! said Senator Stone, “that there iz a . rmted Fe 1 follows:
|c.aba.l of great newspapers in this || REPORTED SUNK YESTERDAY:
country seeking o create a sentl- Ship, Tonnage.
'ment and coerce the Government of | Netherlee, British .,..... . 4,227
the United States into an attitude of | Hopemoor, Britsh ....... 3,740
{ hostility with one of the belligerent | Kynusti, Britsh .......... e
, Powers. I belleve anyone who makes | Others, names not given,

' such false statements is a public ene- brought total tonnage for

my, and that he should be punished. "' day up o..,........... 8,536

The foreign relations chairman ¥y reported 213,223
made this statement in discussing a e
section of the bill which would make Total sunk ..........., 221,759

sunk
Summary of uhlps sunk > Ameri-
can, 2; other neutrals, 33; British,
62; otluv belligerents, 7; l.otal. l(l-lr._J

F00 SITUATION
CANNOT IMPROVE

|Even If It Doesn't Grow Worse,
Is Outstanding Feature

- ——
Of Problem Confronting German

Empire—Shortage of Labor
Is Serious Feature.

—_—

it a crime to wilfully or knowingly
under oath make an untrue state-
ment intended to influence the meas-
ures or conduct of a foreign Govern- |
ment in relation to any dispute or con- |
troversy with the United States. He
| argued that the same punishment
should apply to any person, including
editors or publishers, who Kknowingly

or wilfully made such statements, not
under oath.

Senator Cummina objected vigorous-
i¥ to the section which would autfor-
ize the President to use the army and
navy to seize or detain munitions of
war or ships carryving them where
they are designed to be used to vio-
late American neutrality. He pro-
posed to amend the provision so that
armed forces could not be used “at a
| time or in 2 manner that would make
it an act of war,”

Senator Butherland and Senator
Fall opposed the amendment, the
former declaring it “would be tying !
the handa of the Executive,” citing
many provigions of law which he said
already gave authority to use the
| #army and navy to preserve neutral-
l“‘ without such restrictions.

Senator Cummins finally withdrew
his amendment in order to perfect
He probably will reintroduce it

Geneva, Switzeriand, Feb, 16.—via

BAHINET MEETIN

rison, of the Southern Rallway. being | of the directors of the Southern Hard- | the army.
|ehairiian. He was the chairmran of | wopod Trafic Association, called to| ~Troops numbering 500 landed |
| the commiites formed by the rail-| comsider action regarding the existing early this morning on the southern’

nrnadn last Fall to expedite the trans- | embargo in effect on Northern and

portation of tvons to the border, |

committee named today

the
telegram to President Wilson notify-

The commiltee was
at 1 meeting of the American Rail-
wiy Association’s executive commit-

of President Wilson's Natiomal coun-
cil

in charge of transportation and com-
munication, will act in am advisory |
capacity both for the new committee |
and for the council in the mailroads’ |
preparedness measures

Geographical division was made .l'
the country, corresponding with the)
four army departments and a sub-
committee of railvay heads was ap-
pointed for each territory, the head- |
quarters of each to be in or near the)
city where the commander's head-
quarters is located.

In the Southern Department W.
B. Scott. president of Esuthern
clfic lines in Texas and Louisiana is
chairman:
Missouri Pacific and C. E Schaff,

are his assistants

discussion of the work which
Government might call upen

INET PROTECTS HARBOR

——y—

Norfrik, Va.

has been placed
Admiral McLean,
fifth naval districe.

nee,

of buoys holding the net in peosition

await orders before proceeding
Searchlights at
the huoys o wrzrmn ships

®
URGENT DEMAND TO

enlarging the Interstate

|mrmn to expedite

possible.
the pressure of business made the en-
largement imperative.

._ -
FATHER TO SOX.
Berlin, Feb,

and his troops for their smccessfu
attack against the French in Cham-

reputation for smart exscution

.

Growing
Charlotte Must

Have More and
Better School

which will be supplemented by the pransportation system of the country

W. W. Atterbury. vice president nt. s lu-lng a critical period in its his-
Pennsylvania Railroad. sent the

ing him of the action of the railrcads | Commerce Commission to take such
named today |
tee, and will act under the direction American public a transportation sys-
for defense. Duniel O. Wilkard,

president of the Baltimore & Ohio o
and a citizen member of the council TePresents 12

coast of Camaguey, and by noon,

| Eastern railroads, declare that “the
or ten miles from Clengo de A\tlu

| has failed at a time when the Nation | headquarters of the insurgents.

'l‘he resplutions urge the Interstate
ress at this moment,
to the wires being cut. no official re-
paort has been received.

immediate action, however drastic, as
| may be pecessary in its judgment to
+ afford prompt relief and insure to the

tm adequate 10 meet the commercial
and military necessities of the Nation.
The membership of the association
manufactu cofi-
| cerms shipping normally over 250,000
| ears of forest products annually, and

today.

|

there. He has only about

other columns, numbering nenrly 2-
000 men are converging on the same
point and fighting must be in prog-
though, owing'

serters from the army and three or | tary information.
four hundred men hastily recruited { Nogales.

tomorrow. London.—The food situation in Ger-
many may not grow worse, but it

GEHHAN SUBJECT |s scarcely can become better, This is
AHRESTED AT HDGILES the outstanding feature of Germdny's

were at Central Stewart, some elxht

Charged Wrth Vlolatmg National
Defense Laws—Former Vice
Consul in Mexico.

_._.
| Nogales, Ariz., Feb. 16.—Fred Kais-
| er, said to be a German subject, was

“S8everal eve-witnesses of the events arrested here today on a charge of
at Ciengo de Avila reached Havapa  violating the National defense laws.
They stated that Jose Miguel | He waa specifically charged with en-
Gomez is at the head of the rebilllon | tering a warehouse lllegally and was
100 de- alleged to have been obtaining mili-

Kalser resided In

greal problem.

The German people as yet are not
starving, and they stll have provis-
lons in adequate quantities to sup-
port life, while in the case of further
decreases in available supplies, there
is still the Institution of compulsory
“soup kitchens,” the most economical
method of making all foodstuffs go
as far as possible to stand between
Germany and any forced termination
o the war through an abselute lack
of food. Life for the civillan popu-
lation of Germany on the present
scanty allowance of food however is
far from pleasant though the G(er-

m approximately 15,000 la-
borers.

directors at the meeting
y today -ri complete llmt down must

mulssnhz(udmmmn
—_— .

DECLARES BRITISH HAVE

CAPT IIBED DEUTSCHLAND

from among the civilian element

has stopped grinding, the rebels hav-

finish up the cane already cul. As

“Camaguey will be in the hands of | on $2,000 ball, is saild to be a former
the Government before 24 hours have ! German Vice Consui

passed. 'and Colima, Mexico. Iast Winter as exceptional. They also
“The eye-witnesses referred tn| GoOvernment agents charge Kalser, |say that the short rations are due
above say that not a single sugar mill Since the arrival of troops here for |largelv to bad harvests and like to

ing given tHem five days in which to |

Kaiser, who was released tonight
mirn newspapers are fond of refer-

av Manzanillo | ring to conditions this Winter and

| border service, has “cultivated the ac-
quaintance of the military officers at
i Camp Little and lavishly entertained

intimate that normal crops of grain
and potatoes in the coming Summer
may end the principal food difficul-

-
B. F. Bush receiver oﬁ
ceiver of Missouri, Kansas & Trn.l.

At a meeting today, there mt:' i via New York said he saw

the | | merchant submarine Deutschland and

roads to do. The mew committes will |
meet in Washington as scon as the
council for National defense wishes_ it !
was stated. prepared to assure the

Federal body that the roads will
carry out instructions faithfally.
L 2

AGAINST U-BOATS |

H

Feb. 16.—As fI“T' Deutschland was captured.

half of the big steel net being placed | *

in the entrance of Hampton Roads | m

as a pguard against undersea hﬂﬂ.'w FEET OF

in position, Rear
t of the |

He lssued instructions that h-
fore attempting to appreach the line

ship navigators should signal the de-
stroyer uand naval tug om duty and

night will play upon |

ENLARGE COMMISSION

Washington, Feb. 1§ —Plans te put
through the Beaate tomarvow night the
bill already passed by the House for
Commerce
| Commission from seven to nine mem-
clear of the steering wheel and to thol bers were madé today after Commis-
The next thing I knew, I was  Sloners Clements and Hall had urged
the Senate commitiee handling the
it as much ae
The commissioners declared

1. —Via Sayvilie —An
oificial communication says Emperer
William has telegraphed the German
Crown Prince, congratuiating him

pagne, “which he says maintained their

2

Remrmnghmmanbeclmrt
and 186 Other U-Boats Are

Tied Up at Plymoufh.

Baitimore, I"eb. ll —Willlam Pal-
- | mer. second engineer of the American
transport liner Mongeolia, which ar-
rived here today from Plymouth, Enuz';

|
L]
l keep on grinding.”

AMERICAN COMMISSION

oy —
Washington., Feb. 16.—A

188 other German underwater boats in
Piymouth harbor. Palmer asserted
that the British had captured 400
enemy U-boats and that 187 of that
number were chained together in
Plymouth harbor.

Captain Koenig and the Deutsch-
land's crew, are in English jails, the
'oentuntr said. Palmer formerly was
employed by the Chesapeake Steam-
dllp Company, which operates steam-

between this port and Norfolk.
enﬂhedidnollﬂmho'ua

| tion.

have much headway, the
States Government s deeply

more definite form

February 20 in Oriente provinee,

dentisl contest may be cast.

FILM MADE HERE FRIDAY

e

Nelson A. Harris, of New York, gen-
eral film director of the Dixie Film
| Company, who has charge of the
work of reproducing the scenario, 'sult

tives in New York,

pany of Charlotte Thespians, *made might not resent
over 500 feet of film Friday after- | sistance.

noon in Myers Park, much of it at the |
n-idenﬂ of Zebulon V. Taylor. This of any landing by American nava

seventeenth, It Is very probable that
the mills in question will be able to

MAY REVIEW RETURNS

SUEEes-
tion that an American commission
review the returns from Cuba’s presi-
dential election, over which an armed |
revolution his developed, I8 under
corsideration at the State Department | R
as one possible solution of the situa- ney
Although reports received here |day presented a brief to the SBupreme
do not indicats the revolting Liberals | Court commending race segregation
United 'ordinances of Richmond, Louisville,
con-
cerned lest the movement assure a
with the volinm

The suggestion grew out of a dec-|gohools,
laration by Orestes Ferrera and Ral-|mond were incorporated in Mr. Pol-
mundo Cabrera. Liberal representa- |jard's brief as evidence
that their party
would regard such a step with sat-
isfaction, and would abide by the re- opment As the ordinances also pro-
It was =aid there had been nc ' hibit white persons from residing in
' “Down in OM Carolina,” with a com- | indication that the conservative party negro residential sections, it was ar-
that formn of as-

Omficials here have no knowledge |Tace

this period of time expires on the them.” ties.
eighteanth and the Government will| _Attention of the Dopl.rtm:lnt :; Many agricultural experts belleve
be in full control by tomorrow the |Justice agents, they say, was directed | 4344 the Central Empires did quite

to Kaiser by questions he Is alleged
to have asked concerning equipment
and other military details.

_‘.-
SEGREGATION CASE IS
BEFORE SUPREME COURT

Ordinances of ¢ S’e;ral Southern
Cities Will Be Affected by the
Decision.

—_———
Washington, Feb. 16.—City Attor-
Pollard of Richmond, to-

Baltimore and other cities as a means
of promoting the interests of both ne-
gro and white citizens. The Louls-
ville ordinance is before the court and
it declared void, similar measures In

where the deciding votes in the presi- | other cities will be affected.

Photographs of negro residences,

hurches and banks In Rich-

t restric-
tion upon intermingling of whites and
Macks does not curb the negro devel-

1

' gued that there I8 no unconstitutional
(discrimination against the colored

11 The case will be reargued next

| feature will be completed in about & | forces at Santiago as reported ln a month.

week if good weather prevails in the
; meantime. The production is attract-
. ing much interest locally bu:nuu i
the appearance on the screen l
| goodly number of Charlouum mander naa-
Mr. Harris i one of the ablest film |\, (ake 3
directors In the country, and has es- | " \ e
tablished developing and printing |

newspaper story published in

vana. It was said at the ’\Yavy I)e
partment that the story seemed
likely, although the Petrel's

rican Interesta

un-
com- !
diseretonary authority
ny steps necessary to pro-

—_———

ORDINANCE HELD VALID
BY KENTUCKY COURTS

e e
! Louisville, Ky., Feb. 16.—The Louis-
{ ville segregation ordinance now be-

fore the Supreme Court of the United

rooms on Lhe third floer of the Broad- <

way Theater building. where the films
are developed and “proved” within a
very few hours l.ft;r their completion.

NORFOLK BAY TRAFFIC -
AT COMPLETE STANDSTILL

| Norfolk. Va, Feb. 16—Bay traffic
ot of Norfolk is almost completely
=t a standstill tonight, owing to dan-
gerous flelds of e In the upper
Chesapeake and tributaries The sail-
of both Baltimore liners and
the Washington sieamers were
rune may be
made tomorrow in order to relieve
the [reight congestion.
! The tug BSouthern with three
in tow, arrived today after be- |
jicebourd off Annapolis for three
days :

10-JO SAYS

0

]

s

Washington, Feb. 16 —Another mi-
report from the House Judi-

prubably

s'ain

dox. Even
e

States has been held valld by the
State courts of Kentucky.

It provides that no white families
shall move Into any block In which
the majority of inhabitants are ne-'
groes and -prohibits negroes from
moving into blocks In which white
persons are in a majority.

In event & house in any block where

it can be occupled only by persons of
the race predominant in that block.
The ordinance does not restrict either
race to any particular section of the
city.

*
PRESIDENT POTEAT WILL

President Edwin M. Poteat, of
Furman Unlversity, is announced to
speak at the Y. M. C. A. Sunday after-
noon at 4 o'clock. Doctor Poteat has
spoken in the city frequently under
the auspices of the Y. M. C. A. and
his coming iz always an occasion of
mark. He i{s one of the most dramatic
speakers in the Bouth and never fails
to delight his audl as well as in-
struct them. While Doctor Poteat is

engagement at the Y, M. C

morning.

thm in charge of the service and th
meeting is expected to be most at-
TRREtTE AN Ten T are cordially
vited to be present

both races are present becomes vacant

SPEAK HERE ON SUNDAY

coming tp Charlotte expre-ly fc:’-!:g:: | caPnative xeept {
are being made to have him speak at | £le
the First Baptist Church Sunhyl

as well In both years as could be ex-
pected, *and that the populations of
Germany and Austria-Hungary must
reconcile themselves to getting along
during the coming harvest year on
no greater allowance than in the past
The problem as frankly discussed in
agricultural circles and as outlined
In a recent clrcular of the Prussian
Ministry of Agriculture, is not one of
more land for crops, but one of la-
bor and fertilizer to cultivate the lnnd
already avallable advantageoygly.

Even the normal supply of "potash
—a fertilizing materlal Indigenous to
Germany in great quantities—will not
be avallable the coming season, owing
| to the lahor shortage. The many fac-
torieg producing nitrogen from the
alr will not bhe able to produce enough
nitrates by far, in view of the am-
munition requirements to replace the
nitrates normally imported from
Chile for agricultural purposes and
other imported fertilizers.

The decidedly short supply of la-
bor, even by working every available

prisoner of war and the inhahitants
of occupled districts is not enough
for the intensive cultivation which

made Germany a world leader in big
crop farming.

Taking all these factors into econ-
gideration, it Is highly Improbable
that there will be any Increase In gen-
eral erop producton over 1816 and
1915, Weather conditions may, as in
1915, produce & bumper potato crop
and a poor graln crop, or the re-
verse results as In 1916 but the gen-
eral result probably will be about the
same.

No Outside Help.
little help, Adolph von Ba-
tocki, president of the food regula-
tion board, stated in a recent ad-
Itlma, ecan be expected from outside
sonrces In the (uture. Nelghboring
| countijes, he said, being under the
| steadily increasing pressure of the
British msea control, would have ittie
or nothing avallable for export to

Very

IE CINPNIGH
INTED STTES

Conslderatmn Ghren All Phases
That Have Developed.

NO STEPS DECIDED ON

But it Is Admitted Present State
of Affairs Can't Be Allowed to
Continue Indefinitely.

—_—

Washington, Feb. 16.—~The ruth-
less German submarine eampaign and
ita effects upon the United States
were dlscussed late today by Presl-
dent Wilson and the Cabinet. The
meeting lasted an hour, and after- .
ward It was sald no new steps had
been decided on.

Arming of American merchantmen
and the economic effects of the par-.
tlal tie-up of shipping out of Ameri-
CAn ports, were the snbjoctl on which
the Cabinet centered ‘attention. Sec-
retary McAdoo is compiling a list of
vessels held In port, and Secretary
Redfield Is making a comprehensive
analysis of the Inroads mhmaﬂn.
are making on shipping -
Conaideration is given by the Gw- -
ernment to all the different p .
of the situation that have d-nm e
since the break in relations with Ger-
many, including the detention of the
Yarrowdale prisoners, the orisis with
Austria, the plight of Americans in
Turkey and Belgian relief. High of-
ﬂcis.:e: took pains today, tm. to
emphasize that the great fundamental
problem before the Nation is the ils.
legal submarine campaign Iteelf.
Against this campalgn, the Uhu-l;
States has made the most vigorous

protest possible short of war, but .5
Administration realizes that se

us It permits American lhlu

held in port for fear of attack by
submarines, it in effect {8 aqu

in the German policy. The state
affairs, it is admitted, cannot be m
mitted to continue lnd.ollnlllly :

What and When? .

What the United States must do t‘f'*r
end it, and when, are the o
tions. The President g u::rllm‘(
to have & very definite opinion as te =
what should be done, but he has not
yw decided that the time to do it has”
come. -

Press dispatches from Berlin ane®
nouncing that the 72 American sea«
men brought in by the Yarrc
had been released caused the
that the men be [reed to be

.

held pendin: official advies of
subjeect. =

A ecablegrs i was sent to the
ish Ambassor #t  DBerlin
whather the joport was true, jﬂ;
not doubted ns it has Leem | '

from the first that Germany

not hold the men after rumors
in gthere of the imprisonment
German sallors in the United

had been clearsed up.

Another Inquiry was ‘sent to
Spanish Ambassador to m L
cause of delay in the
the Ameriean train ' “ ;
which Mr. Gerard previously ‘a
ported would leave “some day ]
week' with 86 consuls and M
llles and an unkpown mnumber g
other persons 3

An carller dispatoh froms’ e Bpale |
ish Ambassador sald Ge ;
promised to facilitate the
parture as much as Mbh.
understoud, however, that for
tary reasons the Cermans insist
the remalining Americans all go
in one tnunloud. and that
been delay in concentrating
Munich. No doubt is felt hers
they will arrive at Berne shortly. °=

Britain's Moves, v

Two important moves by ‘Great =
Brituin to meet the submarine mens =
ace were announced during the o Y
A new danger zone wWas
sesking to block practically the
route of exit towards the
the German 17:boats from
in Germany and Belglum.
English Channel practicaily closed 1
an elaborate system of nets,
and patrols, the means of exit for
submarines has been through
route north of Beotland and M‘
the Irish Coast. The new danger sone
designed to close that way out is un-
derstoodd to have been liw
strewn with mines,

Detmnlls of plans for changing the
port of call and examination*for w i
between this country and the north-
ern Buropean neutrals from Kirk-
wall to Hallfax were made public.
The idea is to allow the vessels to
avold the German submarine zone by
swinging around Ireland and Scot=
lard and down the Norwegian coast,
instead of touching the British Isles
A second port for the m

of southern commerce may be estab-
lished ,Jater at the Bahamas, or Bn'-l

muda.

“Letters of Assurance.”
. tmerk;:n lmporhr:”will“ﬂﬂl Nﬂ-"
arded the opportun m g
“letters of assurance™ from the

byl

Goymany this year and the Germans
must pull In their belts a noteh tight-
er and reconcile themselves to hold-
Ing out on present allowances, The
food expert of New Cologne, one of |
the municipalities of Grealer Berlin,
stated recently, In fact, that the cur-
rent allowance of meat, fat, bread
and potatoes was inadequate for
working men engaged in heavy labor
'and that men so employed required
n supplementary allowance which,
| however, the factoriea managud |
usually to supply in order to maintain
production.

80 far the people of Germany are
" holding out weéll, though with a great
deal of grumbling in urban and In-
dustrial reglons, where conditions are
worst. The German people are still
well disciplined and for the present
are pot apt to give way o pressure
and to abandon the war in which
they now feel they are standing with
| their backs to wall with no al-
fight out the strug-
for National existence.

Government has had no
trouble of moment in keeping cltizens

Special music will be provided by |to the mark and “food riots” reported
e from time to time In
| press are elther inventions or exag-|from him showing & m

= | xerated  movownts -

the foreign

demonstrations.

ish Embassy here that there
are not consigned dim H
| directly to Fngland's enemies. m
| British I‘loclmde and llu
of Holland and Scandina 3
tinue as before, and a new H ot ar-
ticles which cannot be imported imto |
| England will be published m. ;
The falling off in the rate of
dertruction by submarines to a
thousand tons has made a m
| pression here, and glven rise to L
lation as to whether the returm
submnarine fleets to base or the sug:
cem of British precantions is ¢
responsible.
Dispatches from Ambassador
fleld, at Vienna, are awaited
particular interest becavse of
reports saying the Ambassador
“broken off negotiations™ with
Austrian Foreign Office
cans had been ordered
country, There has
confirmation of either of |
ports. 8o far as ﬂ' .
ment knows, the
pressnting the Views ﬂ lii
Government in regard 10 (

submarine mlﬁ to
has adhered,

any tme,




