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Tumber. elevation. aboye the pea
and general contour combined fur-
nish ample means for natural drain-
age throughout the whole county, It

Otgtohl:r. lg:. the new ecourt - is tueut::m sWamps' :mdtdimg,ﬁ
at t nent county -al. on- ! are so prominent in
Toe, nor;'e_lnx ready until' January, I of countles of the Htate. The

1845, when the first session. ol court
was held. .

The first officers elected by ihe
court were William Wilson, sheriff;
Hugh Stewart, clerk of pleas and
quarter sessions court; David A, "Cov= |
ington, ¢lerk of the Buperior Court;)
Joseph H. Wilson, county attorpey; |
Thomas P. Dillon, register; Janies
Blount, coroner. The first board of
county commissioners was established
in April, 1868, and the members elect-
ed were as follows: L. Burton Finch-
er, Eli} M. Walker, Calvin Trull,
Elisha W. Grifin and Ezekiel Gurley. |
This board was empowered under thel
law, or rather the new Constitution of |
the State, to assume and perform cer~*
tain duties that had previously occu-
pied the attention of the county courts,
such as settling claims agninst the
county, appropriations for necessary
improvements, etc.

Prior to its establishment, accord-i
ing to records, .the county was a por-|
tion of Bladen, Robeson, Anson, Rich-
mond and Mecklenburg Counties. This
is not verified. However, it is a known
fact that TUnion was created from
Mecklenburg and Anson Counties. A
committee of Whigs and Democrats |
was appointed by the courts to es-
tablish a name for the new county,
and, from a previous arrangement, a |
meeting was held that lasted for sev-
eral days. The result was a dead—l
lock and po decision could be reached.
Half of the committee wanting to call
it Clay and the other half Jackson.

As there was no one to cast a de-
ciding vote, the situation was pecullar.
At a subssgquent meeting, however, a
compromise was effected and each
party agreed upon the name Union
and thus the county was named. It
was a sparsely settled region occupied
by a sturdy and a determined citi-
zenship. It was considered, at that
time, one of the poorest sections of
the State and but little consideration
was given hy outsiders as to its de-
velopments. When it became known
that it was one of the most fertile
sections and would produce a finer'
staple in cotton than any other land in
the South, It began to be populated,
and from that day, cotton has always
sold in Monroe for & higher price
than any town or city in the State. It
is claimed by buyers in adjoining
counties that it is because of the prop-
erties in the land that produces a
longer fibre in the lint and a whiter
grade of cotton. This is perhaps true,
but the spirit of the cotton brokers
here at this day, at least, is to pay
the top prioes and about as much ecot-
ton Is purchased from nelghboring
counties, and even from South Caro-
lina farmers, as Is raised in Union.

y of Unlon.

The top phy of Union County
might be described as a rolling sur-
face, without any abrupt elevations
and very Jittle depression, well tim-

<

gourt house now at Monroe stands
just 576 feet above the sea level, and
at mo point in the county will these
figures vary more than 159 feet abave
or below. The soil is of a red clay
variety, with here and there a trace
of sandy loam ‘and [Hght gravel, all
haying a strong clay subsoil. Fruit-
ful fields have always followed a care-
ful cultivation of the lands and no-
where in the State does the yleld sur-
pass Union In any ordinary erop un-
less it should he wheat in the western
part of the State.
Monroe,

* Although Monroe, the county seat
of Union County, has been the central
figure in its development nd growth,
the county's real importance more
readily became known with the es-
tablishment of the first raflroad here
in 1874, when the Seaboard Alr Line
established the oid Carolina Central
from Wilmington to Charlotte. Land
values immediately increased, new en-
terprises sprang into existence and the
population of town and eounty great
Iy lncrea.md In 1896 whegn the Sea-
board comipleted connectiorns between
the northern cities and Atlanta, Ga,
Monroe became & junction and a stn-
tion of great importance on the malin
line of that rallroad. With these add-
ed facilities for transportation the ad-
vance in conditions was very marked
and among the cities of North Caro-
lina none surpass Monroe for fdvant-
age in development and enterprise.

At this day there is a harvest field
in her boundary for factories and en-
terprises untold. Advantages that
would necessitate pages of printed
matter to enumerate lie unawakened
in her borders and not many moons
will escape until it will be heralded
to the world of the unparalleled ad-
vancement of Unlon County. L]

Within the past-two or thrge years
there has been such a transformation
in Monroe as well as the county, that
former citizens are at hazards to rec-
ognize familiar places when they re-
turn here. The residences, streets,
churches business houses and busi-
ness blocks are in keeping with citles
of far greater population and indus-
tries. The schools and all publie en-
terprises are well up to the require-
ments of the population and the in-
telligence and refinement of the whole
county will equal those that have had
far greatet opportunities of develop-
ment than has Monroe or Unlon
County. i

Formation of Unlon.

The Legislature in 1842 passed the
following resolution: “Be it enacted
by the General Assembly of the Stats
of North Carolina, and It Is hereby
enacted by the authority of the same,
That a new county by the name of
Union, be and the same is hereby lald
off and established of parts of the

s i Few a3 i
:ild kinds of wood, {n counties of Mecklenburg and Anson.”

(Hers a description of the boundary
is given.) A supplemental act was
passed by the same General Assembly
in January, 1543, as follows:

“Section 1.—Be it enncted by the|
Oeneral Assembly of the State of|
North Carolinm, dnd it is hereby en-|
acted by the authority of the same, |
That the county of Union shall be|
and is Hereby invested with all the
rights, privileges and immunities of
the other counties in this State, except
as is hereafter provided. !

“Bection 2.—Be it further enacted.
that William Wilson, James A. Dunn,
Silas Stewart, Moses Cuthbertson and
James Marsh are hereby appointed
commissloners to gelect and deter-
mine upon A site for a parmanent
seat of jusiice for said county, who
shall locate the same as near the cen-
ter as a suitable location can be ob-
tained, provided it shall be within two
miles of the center of sald county,
which center shall be taken to that
point in a diagonal line, running from
the northeast to the southeast ex-
tregnity of sald county, which Is
equidistant from said extremities.

Sectlon 3.—Be it enacted that al
majority of the sald commissioners
shall have power to purchase, or re-
ceive by donation for the county of !
Unlon, a tract of land consisting of |

t less than 50 acres, nor more than
100, to be conveyed to the chairman
of the countyx court of said county,
and his successors in office upon|
which & town shall be laid off and'
called Monroe, where the court house |
and jail shall be erected, and where |
after the completion of said court|
house the courts of said county shall !
be held and the clerks and register |
shall keep their officess.  And the!
said commissioners shall lay off the|
lots of said town, and after designa-!
ting such as shall be retained for pub-
lic uses, shall whenever required by
the county court of sald county, ex-
pose, after due notice, the residue to
sale at public auection, upon a credit'
of one and two years, and shall take |
from the purchasers bonds and se-
curity for the purchase money, made
payable to the chairman of the coun-
ty court and his successors, and upon
payment of the purchase money, the
chairman or his succeesors shall ex-
ecute titles therefor; which moneys
shall be appropriated to the building |
of & court house and jail !

“Section 4.—Be it further enacted,
that the justices of the peace and the
officers of the militia, who reside |
within the limits of the county of |
['nfon, s%all-continue to hold and ex- |
ercis ! the official powers and au-!
thos = in and for said county, that
th t:ve hitherto held and excreised |
the counties of Mecklenburg and
SOn.
“Section 5.—Be it further enacted,
that the constables residing within
the limits of the county of Unlon,
shall continue to hold office and per-
form all duties appertaining thereto,
un:il the first county court to b held
for sald county, under the same rules,
vegulations and penalties as constables
are subject to in the State.”

SBection 6 authorizes the first Su-
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AUTOMOBILE REPAIRING AND SUPPLIES.

Full Accessories
Full Force Mechanics

Phone 256

Ford Service
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-

Quick Service
Expert Mechanicians

MONROE, N. C.

Auto Transfer

Careful Drivers. Ten Good Machines.
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With Roads in All Adjoining Counties.

B. C. HINSON
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Monroe, N. C,

,manner as is now

| been

April, July and
Cross Roads until a seat of justice
should be ‘established for the said
new county, At the first session they
were enjoined to elect all the officers
of the pew county that have slready
been named and enumerated, provided

|a majority of sald justices were pres-

ent, and these officers to hold untl
their successors should be elected and
qualified to serve,

Politienl Formation.

Before the formation of townships
the affairs of Union County were
managed by military districts, there
being 13 of them, eiach containing a
compuny of soldiers commanded by a
Captain. Owing to thix fact the dis-
tricts were known as Captains’ Beats,

and took the name of the Captain in |

their respective jocalitie- Al central
points in each district voting places
were established and returns were
made from them in much the same

made from the
voting precinets in the townships. In
1849, after the new Conutitution of the
State was framed under the Recon-
struction act, the townships of Goose
Creek, New Salem, Sandy
Lanes Creek., Jackson and Buford
were Iald off and their boundaries
defined in addition 1o Monroe Town-

Iship. In 1879 the township of Vance
was formed from parts of tipose Creek
and Sandy Ridge .und a few years

later Marshville Township was formed
fromu pertons of Lanes Creek and
New Balem. These constitute the
towns=hips of Union County to this
date,

Eight Incorporated Towns,

In addition to Monrve there are
eight incorporated towns as follows:
Marshville, Wingate. Waxhaw, Union-
ville, Mineral Springs, Indian Trall,
Benton Heights and [cemorlee, all
situated on the railroad with the ex-
ception of Unionville  All these towns
are thriving, progressive and co-op-
erate with sister towns and the rural
districts for all that will advance the
citizenship of the county. Marzhville
has a Chamber of Commerce and held
a2 Community Fair this Fall that
would cope with those held in the
larger cities.

Union County has an area of 310
square miley, or 405,200 acres, and lies
in the southern part of North Caro-
lina and borders on the State of South
Carolina. The soll is adapted to botn
general and specialized farming. The
~limate is healthful and faverable to
agriculture and the rainfall i= abun-
dant and evenly distributed through-
out the year. The best of water is
obtained from deep wells, and in Mon-
roe from artesian wells more than
1,000 feet deep.

Sixteen soll types were mapped in
U'nion County by B. B. Derrick. of the
U. 8. Department of Agriculture. and
8. 0. Perkins, of the State Department
of Agriculture, in 1815, Thege have
ouped into series according to
their origin, color and agricultural
characteristics. They state that these
soils have been formed by the weath-
ering of underlying rocks, principaily
“Carolins Slates,” grlmtes. gneisses,
schists, gabbros and varnous diorites,
all of which are full of productiveness
for all classes of crops.

Of “he 400,000 acres of land there
are less than 6,000 farms of open and
cultivated land. Before the Civil War
there werc land holdings from 1,000
to 4,600 acres, but the latest statistics

Ridge, |

any eity in the United States

Climate.

The average date of the first killing
frost is about November 1 each year
and the last about March 15, thereby
giving seven and a half months that
the land can be utilized for almost any
erop, and during the cold months, the
temperature is of such a mild nature
tthat vegetables and many crops of a
like nature are grown. During the
Winter the major portion of the grain
is grown In the county and harvested
in the early Summer and another
crop of ecorn or peas is produced
from the same land

The county is aoted for its Improved |

stock and cattle and hogs. There are
no comimon breeds of any variety in

the county. Jersey and Gurnsey cows |

take the Jead and mules are princi-
palily raised for the farms  Jersey red
hogs and Berkshires are the favorites
in the swine breeding

! Unlon County is free from debt and
}has special tax districts to maintain
her splendid clay roads, possessing all
the latest improved machinery, fully
pald for, to do this work. The roads
are of a clay variety, none having
been macadamized, but they are kept
in good condition the year round with
a convict force, g0 that there are no
impassable or bad roads at any time
during the year.

Factories and industries flourlsh In
Monroe and there are a number in
operation here. There s a rich field,
however, for many mere and ad-
vantages are offered that are not
paraliel elsewhere. Land is cheap
in price and locations are ideal. The
citizens furnish ample assistance and
encouragement to all industries locat-
ing here.

With the building of the new rall-
road from here to McBee, 8 C, that
is anticipated at an early date, Mon-
roe cannot be surpassed
tation facilities and with all othér con-
venlences combined ,the future Iis
bright for the development of the
best county in the State and prospects
are abundant for the bigger and bet-
ter Monroe.

Union County im Civil War.

During the war between the Btates
Union County furnished two thousand,
five hundred men, the number being
greatly in excess of the voti
strength of the newly establis
county. Ten companies of infantry
and one battalion of artillery were

-

Monroe Hardware Co.
JOBBERS

SHELF AND HEAVY HARDWARE

We have the largest stock of diversified Hard-
ware in the history of our business and are pre-
pared to make Quick Deliveries.

Monroe Hardware (o,

The lLargest Dealers in the State

Main, Franklin, Mm'nn, Hayne Sts. Monroe, N. C,

in transpor- |

{not caring to have mischievous
boys 80 near his farm and as
only brought from two and &
four dollars per acre) wanted five dol- | 0
lars an acre for this land, and Mr.
Chaney offered fifty acres, including | “6
theupmn:;t Il.tln of the court house '
gratis, and it was accepted 1
“The commissioners felt that they | ma&yed march
needed more land west of the Mﬂ.fm""' where one of our co
| house, but Afr. Chaney did not tul‘m the Twenty-sixth Regimen
inclined to donate the twenty-five | TOr® men than any
acres wanted, bacausa they would in- | S38=ment
clude three large apple trees which U0 Pleces’ The only
stood on the lot on which James T. | that stone wall was a
| Shute now lives. So the extra twenty- '
five acres and the trees were pur- |
_rh:m_-d from Mr. Chaney for ffty dol-

lars
when the duty of |

. ey =

:

Holts Division on the left, into the
very mouths of the enemy’s cann

a charge more glorious than that o
" We dwell with

triotism that lived in those soldiers of
Union, defying the hand of adversity. :
None fought with more strength, none
died with more glory.

“On July 4, 1910, we embalmed

“This county has the honor of har-
|ing given President Andrew Jackson
to the Nation
“Unlon County waa In Its youth, or
| searcely of age,
preparing her sons for their work of
death fell upon her in 1881, What an
arducus task this must have been to
| change from the care of its flelds :et
| life in camp. Yet our men entared 1 their memory In stone. With each re-
, heartily into the service and In less | turning Springtime, the graves of our
than a year 10 voluntesr regimental | soidiers blooms afresh as we lay our
t"g‘m';lr_anl;q :lasnd rl-lr;e artillery company, | hands upon it
| {C Tent atallion) commanded by - twil years to com
;l-anL C. M. T. McAulay, had taken up 'ojn"ﬂlh:! :«'mt gmtianm t:llmf; g
arms. their children and their ‘children’s
First Companies. children the old, but ever new,
|  “Col. Willinm MrRae organized the | that has been swelling our hearts wi
| first company to go from this county, | pride and tenderest love for half a
ll‘l:lt'nnn.a\rl,\r B. Fifteenth North Carolina

century.

Regiment. They left in May 1861, *“The year of 1861 found us ha
‘and were followed by Company B, |and prosperous. The year of 18§
, Twenty-sixth Regiment with Capt. J. | miserable and poverty
1 J. C. Steele as commander. Thess were “The Home Guards had done splen-

the only uniformed companies from
| thls county. Company F, Thirty-fifth
' Rigement, with Dr. T. W, Redwine as
{captain, left in September and Oc-
| tober. Major John B. Ashcraft took
Company D, Thirty-seventh Regiment.
This company had some expert sharp-
shooters, chief among whom was
Bryant Williams, as strong and brave
as u hearty frontiérsman, who, while
on duty at Bpottsylvania Courthouse,
shot down 17 men.

did work In caring for the so
wives and children.

“U'nion County was fortunate in es-
caping Sherman’s raid. Only a frag-
ment of Kirkpatrickw cavalry ‘Iﬁ:
upon Monroe, from the Fox Place In
South Carolina {(now Pageland) and
looted around an hour or two, for
:’h::lu‘s men were close upon their

e

“Back from trenches to the furrow,
our soldlers came, their ranks painful-
ly thinned, to take up the work of
Reconstruction—as brave In

“There were seven companies to
volunteer between October, 1861, and
March, 1862, six going at one time,
and four of them in the Forty-eighth
Regiment.

ther officers . *this county
(were Col Walkup, T. E. .
| Doctor  Alexander, 3
C. A. Walden, who was later disabled,
and Willlam Lgney took his place.

I
)

enrolled as volunteers for active ser- | Frank Wyatt was moted to Colonel
vice. The names and dates of en- | of his regimens u’?h A. W. Turner | a Httle red e mm
listment are as follows: Company B, !succeeded him as captain. Colonei | hole of the left of
15th Infaniry, May, 1861; Com Walkup had the honor of General | were commonly called
B, 26th Infantry, June, 1861; m-=- | conferred upon him two weeks before | This party was very
pany F, 3Tth I try, October, 1861; | the surrender, and Capt. Frank Rich- | days were numbered.
Company D, 37th Infantry, Beptem- | ardson to succeed him as Colonel | Brown Laney, Bill
ber, 1861; Company B, 48th Infantry, | Major Ashcraft was promoted to |ers were largely instrumental in
February, 1862; Company F, 48th In- | Lieutenant Colonel of his regiment | pressing it
fantry, March, 1862; Com I, | about the same time, but neither ever | “Lat the years roll on and times and’
53d Infantry, March, 1862; pany | took command. customs change; let new ideas,
C, 10th Battalion of Artillery, March, | ““There were two vompanies,  methods and new wlll- : '
1862. On April 8, 1916, Miss Vir- | made up of Union and Mecklenburg | our strict attention: allurement of
ginia Davis, of this city, read a paper | men, Captains Warren and wealth and the fascinations of ecom~
before the district mee of the |B. Alexander In ¢ . In the Spring | merce absorb our best but we
United Dgughters of the deracy | of 1864 the Junlor Reserves went to | still will cherish the of our
in this eity, in which she stated in |aid those slready in the fleld. beroes, and the i
part in to Union County's war| "Our soldiers shared the truth and duty w inspired "
record as w: victories, the bitter defeats, the hard- | fathers, will spring n the

“The natives of this country are &.ships and sufferings of the Amyu[lumm

BANK |[E. G. Fletcher
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KIMBALL

SHOE REPAIRING
No. 2 South Main Street

H. J. HINSON

MANUFACUTURER OF

SHOES, HARNESS AND SADDLES

A SPECIALTY
MONROE, N. C

Piano Customers

Find a worn- out KIMBALL,
you will get a new one in its

pany.
rate.

ers, Investors and Farmers.

Monroe is recognized as
State—35,000 bales produced

plentifill supply of intelligent

There is now available
thoroughly equi
and located on railroad siding.

For information, write,

D. A HOUSTON, Cusber
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See Monroe First

A city of 8,000 population. Concrete sidewalks, sheet
asphalt streets. On the main line of the great Southern
Power Company and the Seaboard Air Line Railway Com-

Hydro-electric power in unlimited quantity at the lowest

* Monroe offers exceptional advantages to Manufactur-

the best cotton market in the
annually in this county.-

Best opportunities for manufacturing sites, with a

labor, climatic conditions and

transportation facilities unsdrpassed.

a modern three-story brick

building 65x200 feet with cement basement 65x117 feet,
for electric power and fire protection,

place. In the Homes of the
World’s Greatest Artists. For
sale by

). 1. Holloway Piano
(ompany

No. 5§ East Franklin St.
MONROE, N. C.

Pastime Theatre
Latest Model Machines,
_Opera Folding Chairs, -
Steam Heat—The most
Popular Films shown,
| Centrally Located.
Opposite Court House,

MONROE, N. C.

-

The cars of Quality and Service. Agency for }
Union and Anson Counties. g

14-16 South Main St. MONROE, N.,g;

Savings, loan & Trust

Capital, $25,000

" L

Deposits. Liberal in Loans and Appreciative
of Patronage.
INSURANCE DEPARTMENT

R. B. Redwine, President H. B. Cask, Cashier
8. 0. Blair, Vice President L . Blair, Mgr. Insurance Dept

Philadelphia Life .
Insurance Company

THE CAROLINA AGENCY WROTE

TWO MILLION DOLLARS INSURANCE IN 1916, *
And Have Planned to Write . ;-ﬁ--_'

THREE MILLION DOLLARS INSURANCE IN 1817.
rafest—Most Rellable—Popular and Perfect -
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Investment Company?‘ff

State Agents For North and South Carolins
Opern House Bullding.

GLOUCESTER HOT

N. G. RUSSELL, Proprietor. |
Comfortable Aecomomiations, Home-like, Large Rogms and Thble
North Maln Street. . MONRC

TRY THE DeLUXE CAFE |
23 North Main Street st
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