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CHANGE-WOULD BE CALAMITY

$Says Our Drafted Men Equaled
* Efforts of Veteran British
and French Regulars.

= - ————
" New York, Dec. 14.—"Taps"” to the
volunteer sysiem of ralsing armies
_In war time by the United States was
sounded here tonight by Major Gen-
eral_Enoch H. Crowder, provost
marshal general, in an add to
the retiring members of New York
draft boards. He earnestly advocat-
od that the selective service system
should become the permanent méth-
od of raising American armics In
the future, - . .

General Crowder declared the se-
lective service law had enabled the
government in this war to pegister
23,740,000 Americans, put ito the

. fleld nearly 3,000,000 fighters and to
have in readiness to entraln am No-
vember 11, when the armistice was
signed, 1,000,000 more soldiers, all’
within a period of 18 months, It

N\ would be a_“ecalamity,” he sald, for

the United States to revert to the
volunteer' system In view of such a
successful test of selective servick,
adding that the American consecripts
* had shown the valor, aggressiveness
and injtiative of the most  seasoned
troops.

“What of the ar you have
raised?” asked General Crowder, re-
ferring to drafted men who had
been sent oVerseas. ;

_;"l‘hes: men yo‘t.tedh“a nn'i fo.the
colors have proved themgelves the
og RET ;'o fighting ang

. O :

General Crowder's speech was  &n
oxposition of the successfwl work of
the selective service law which, he
sald, had responded “smoothly and
8o to our dual form of state gov-

beco ﬁ
erpmental xystem for the
armies in time of wan'')
The provest marshal general oon-
trasted th¢ draft methods of the
United Sty.es with those of England,
and showed how this country had
profited by the mistakes made by the
British, who after three years were
obliged to adopt conseription.
Paointing out that wheén Germany
hurled her challenge to ‘the demog-
racies of the earth It became n;c»
essary for those democracies,. for
sell-preservation, to organize- their
resources as she had done a make
“svery man a soldler,” active or re-
serve; General Crowder declared his
test had been met. . He referred to
the efforts of Lord Kitchener to ralse
an army and of the first gullant 100,-
000. He touched briefly upon the
E'Qll drain upon the flower of Eng-
dand’s manhood and how the futility
of to the required num-
ber of voluntéers became apparent,
~ “After 17 months of war had wit-
nessed the disastrous fighting at Gal-
lipoll, Mesopotamia and the Balkans
and the deadlock on the western
front,” he declared, “the new army
of England was 1,700,000 men short
of ita then authorized strength.” The

pesognised -part of our gov-
iging of

volunteer system was now. to be
abando he went on, after it
had Mirott the industrial life of

the nation &nd undermined the whola
‘economic mtructare.

When the United States war de-
‘partment, to heed the lesson learned
by England, sought the enactment
of the melective service act, General
Crowder sald that the traditional
method of raising armies by the
volunteer system was so strong with
the American people that it was
“deemed expedient In the very Dbill
the war department presented ‘o
Congrees for enactment to provide
that limited volunteering might go
on.” He recalled the great opposi-
. tion to the draft and now “through
the insistence of the President, ably
supported by the stalwart and aE-
gressive Jeadership of Senator Cham-
berldain and Representative Kahn in
the respective houses, the day was
mvod'll

“It (the volunteer system) had lts
origin in the days of chivalry when
_war was not a business or a coileést
of industry or mechanics, hut » pat-
tle of brawn, ‘'when armies could lve
largely upon. the country as they nd-
vanced, and a matlon’s fate deded
upon the fleld ot‘_hnttle.“ Y

NO MORE CONSTRUCTION

'WORK “TENTED CAMPS”

Washington, Dec, 14—Abandonment
of all construction work Insprogress or

projected at so-called “tent camps!
originelly

tralning purposes, was hr-
by thé war: department.

: :m:mu« in cases where it

; shown that completion Is n
« dn the
iroops.

Oklg- |wan read

w
ernméht and national controt that it| ¥
woul§ be calumitous 'if it should not

laid out for mobilization of
the national guard and later used for

interest of the heaith of the|® resolution for

‘The camps affected s by the

i consolidatiof f
| North = Carolina. O
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0TS CHNNGES
N CHACHCREED

Methodist Conference Would
Strike Out Word Catholic.

\ ——p—
Women Win Fight for Equal
Representation in Church

Officialdom. i

e gy e
BY T. A. SYKES.

Goldshoro, Den, J4—Bew -A. D.
Betts, president of Payne college, AN-
gusta, Ga., condlucted the deyotions

the beginning of the fourth day's
:-m of the North Carolina M. B.
conference In session here,

The joint commitiee of the board
of education and board of missions,
throngh Reyv. N. H. D. Wilson, nomi-
nated the following directors eof the
summer school of theology: ¥or term§
of one year, Rev. W. W. Peele; two
years, Revs, M. T. Plyler and J. C.
Wooten; three years, Revs. J. M. Or-
mond and W. A. Stanbury’

The %ishop, called Question 12,
“What loeal preachers are  elected
deacons?’ J. M. Poole and E. T
Ipock were elected. .

The constitutjonal quegtions panded
down by the general conference for
ratification by the annual confer-
ences and which had been voted by
the college hishops were presented
to the confefenée by Bishop Darling-
ton. The first presented was, “Shall
the aposties creed by so changed as
to substitute for ‘Holy Cathelic' the
word ‘Christ's, Holy. Church." This

dhe conferencé by the vole of

Thus the Narth Carolinal

{4

Methodist people. This ¢h _was
made because of the possi e pw
ting' confused with the Roman Catho-
¢ church. '
4 .The gther constitutional question is
one  that been agitated in the
chnlr‘?‘ for & number of years, espe-
clallf among the good women, “Ehall
lay members be eligible to all boards
and offices without regard to sex?”
Jhis was passed by a vote of 160 to
13. This question is being voted on
by all the annual conferences In the
connection, and when passed by a
three-fourths vote of all the annual
‘conferences, it becomes a law, and
lhﬁ female members of ‘the church
will have the right to serve on boards,
be elected as delegates and represen-
tatives to the district a't\n'nul and.
general conferences. The" secretary
read the report of the chancellor of
Emery university and the report went
10 the board of education.

Question No. 22, “Are all the
preachers blameless in thelr life and
EE&I! administration?"” was taken up

4

n and the preachers im the Newy-

» Raleigh, Rockingham, Fayette-
ville, Warrenton, ‘Washington and
Wilmington districts mades thelr re-
ports, and their characters passed.
These repgris show great progiess.
during the year., Especlally, have the
people been liberal with their means,
Several thousands of dollars were re-
ported as surplus for the Methodist
orphanage missions and preachers’
ralarier, The reports of the minkters
indicgte that this has been the most
progfessive year in the history of the
conference.

Rev. A. D. RBetls, president of
Payne college, Augusta, Ga., was In-
troduced Lo the conference by Bishop
Darlington, Betts stated that this was
the thirteenth conference he had at-
tended this fall and that of all he had
visited the reports of the pmeachers
in this conference excelled them all in
the way of progress along all lines,
He addressed the conference as to its
duty and responsibility to the negro
race and asked for an offering to fin-
Ish paying for a traet of.land that
was necessary for him to purchase for
the use of the institution. He re-
ceived in'cdash and subscriptions the
sum of §1,250,

!

W. B, Cooper, made its report. This
repart shows that tremendous prog-
ress has been made during the year.
No other department of the chureh
can show as much Advancement as
this department. Report was adopted,
A resolution was passed commend-
Ing the Presideént of the Uniled Btates
'for the wise and statesmanlike man-
ner in which he directed the affairs
of the country during the world ‘war
and endomsing his actioh In golng Yo
France to take part.n the péace cops
ference, 4 ‘e ¢
For Movic Censorship. :
One of the features .of the third
day's sesston of the North Carolina
Methodist conference holding iy an-
nual meeting here,. was fh'e hdoption
of a paper requesting a state censor-
ship on moving pictures. The paper
was introduced by Rev. M. T. Ply-
‘ler, pastor of Grace church, Wilming-
ton. The ministeriat associafion of

the moviea.,
A raplu

‘the western
at Its’ reasn

Ly
the state réprese

and The Raleigh

réd to the

- doubtedly still a large party whish

{ den, S, .. and Columbin, S, C.
- — -

The Sunday - school -hoard, through |-

Wilmington a 'few days ago adopted | w
state censorship of | people

r&m;w adopted by | ¢

|

SLIGHTEST  PROVOCATION?
Travder Hetu_rn.m_u. From Berlin
Says German Capital Is in

Very Dangerous Condition.
No Tranquilty Soon.

—_——

Special Cable to The Observer from
The London Times,
(Copyright, 1918, by Public Ledger Co.)

The Hague, Dec. 14.—The follow-
ing special telegram from Berlin has
been received:

“The political parliamentary news
agency says the difference between
Dr, Bolf, foreign minister, and the rep-
resentatives of the independent so-
clalists in the guvernment and %execu~

tive committee have become so
that Dr. Solf has decided to tem
RQia regislation.”

The Tages Zeltung says it Is re-
ported Dr. Bolf refused to shake hands
with Herr Haase at a cabinet meet-
ing. The paper says:

“Bvidently the crisis goes far beyond
personal dilferences. What Is really
involved Is the question whether We
shall soon steer towards a legal cob-
dition and thereby cnsure peace’

ad or wether we wish tg make the
lution & permanent state, of
ings’

“Germania nsserts Herr Barth and
Herr Haase apparently recelved money
from a Russian source for the pur-
¢hase of arms for a civil war.

A traveler who returned from Ber-
lin Tuesdmy and saw last Friday's dis-
turbances tells that Berlin is now in
a very dangerous conditjon. Every-
one, he says, has firearms and die-
charges them on the slightest provo-
cation. Many families: have their own
machine guns. Berlins resembles a
city sheltering two "hostilé armies—
one of these armies under Liebknecht
influences, the other controtled by the
government. My impression is Lieb-
knecht lost ground receptly. Many,
however, who 'support him today go
over 1o the government side tomor-
row and vice versa, but gne commonly
hears Cermans say Lisbknecht's ad-
herents are'leaving him-as fast as they

. the deleay of 14
”rf'ytun luq;{r?mumw cannot be
“Anything C

expected for montha.  Only last ek
while Liebknecht's followers ere
holding a eeting, his enemlies at-

tempted: to' burn down the hail.
few arrests wege made, but the gov-
erhment was eompelled to be ecau-
tious lest it sheuld give a handle to
Liebknecht fo wtcuse it of desiving a
counter-revolution. I don't think gny
counter-revolution <can- haye ®ay
chance of “;ﬁm but frequently r}:r
people say things are worse now. than
when the kaiser reigned beciuse then
they had more food. There is un-

would like the kalser back."

AIRPLANE MAIL ROUTE
CHARTED TO COLUMBIA

Googl Landing Fields at Pine- |
hurst, N. C., and ' Camden,

S. C. Fai

/ashington, Dec. i4.~=Completion
of one 1 in the trans-
e et piunced
pleied, the war n !
today, five two-seated tralning phml
having just returmed to Langiey field,

Virginia, after havieg out a
Appalachian — Co h’ofaug

range to L O,
From that city the ronto links with

the southern part now being chgried
by squadrons of planes working both
enst and west from fiying fiejds south
of the Ohlo river.

The squadron from Langiey fleld
made the trip south in five hours and
two minutes amnd  returned in four
hours and thirty minutes, the alr line
disthnee  between  the two  points
roughly being 330 miles. Good §
ing fields wore found at Suffolk. Va,,
Franklin. ¥a., Pinchuarst, N. ., "Cam-

AIRPLANES MAKING -
MAPS FOR AIR ROUTES

Columbis; 8, C., Dec. 14.—Threa

alrplanes. fram  Enferson fleld, near
Camp Jackson, left today ta make
maps of an alr route to Langley fleld.
Virginla. The machines were piloted
by Lieutepants Cantwell, Boggs and
Pope, wilh' Licsutenant Miller and twe
mechanics as observera Htops will be
mafle at = Bennettsville, B, C., and
Fayettevilie. Raleigh and Weldon, in

er-th m?llna. e
COFFEEFAMINE TALK..

"ROFITEER PROPAGANDA

BY HLE, C. BRYANT,
Washington, .
is facing a coffes famine for the first
time In many . according to &
letter to Senator 8)r
Culbreth & Co.,

5\

AND DISCHARGES THEM: ON

formerly ¥ rallied to hi§ standard.
e O, e
and other bodigel '

th tie

J ganda and

A German government did not regard

Langley Field Squai'on Finds | ba

214 —Fayetteville |

ons from'J. H, |

-

s

1 |l

05T NECRLES
JEANST WHITE

. ————

Part of America to.Be Given
Them if-Germany Won.
————

LUTHERAN  PASTORS USED

—— i

Capt. Lester Testifies Some
Preachers Spread German Doc-
trine Among Their People.

3

— W

Washington, Dec. 14.—The sloﬁ‘_ot
how enemy propagandists used Ger-
man Lutheran pastors to preach love
for the fatherland and devotion to
its cause and tried In vain to stir up
negroea in the United States with re- ’
ports 'that if Germany won, part nl’l
this coumtry would be assigned ex-|
clugively to them, was told today to
the senate committes Investigating
propaganda by Captain George B.
Lester, of the army intelligence ser-
vice,

The witness also continued his tes-
timony of yesterday seeking to show |
“pro~German, antl-English and antl-
American'” - policles of Willlam Ran-
dolph Hearst’'s pewspapers as direct-
ed by Willlam RBayard Hale, Hearst
correspondent nt Berlin, after break-
ing of: relations with Germany.

i The bearing will be resumed Tues-
ay.

Some German Lutheran preachers
spread the doctrines promoted by the
German government both before and
after this country entered the war,

who continued these utierances after
joining the  army are now in prison.
Many church leaders, recognized the
pro-German tendencies of the minis-
ters and fried assiduously to have
them removed, the officer explained.. .
The efforts to stir up race troubles
ang A&eﬂc&n negroes failed, said

Laster, but it persisted. until
pngYess of negro leaders in July
formal the propa-

m“md
ounded the movement.

One czblegram from Hale at Ber-
lin to The New York American, read
t0 the commitltee, was interpreted by

aptain Lesier as proving .that the

the potorious Zimmermann note, dig-
cloging a movement to invelve Mex-
ico and the United Stateés in war, “as
& frame-up by the British."

e

— e —

PROMINENT MONROE
LAWYER FOUND. DEAD

———

W. J. Pratt Dies Suddenly in
‘Boarding House—Had Been
lp Poor Health for Some Time

—

Special to The Observer,

Monroe, Dec. 14.—W. J. Pratt, a
prominent member of the Monroe
r, was found dead in Bed at the
Caldwell boarding house this morn=
ing about 10 o'clock.

Mr, Pratt had been in [l health
for some time, and Dr. J. E. Asheraft
attended him Jast night about 9
o'clock.

The deéceased was borp in New
York city, October 13, 1867, He was
a son of J. W. Pratt, who was in

the publishing business.

Mr, Pratt came to Monroe about
14 vears ago, and taught school for
a time. He then went to Charlotte
and worked as a reporter for The
Charlotte  Observer. _Later hes re-
turned to Monroe and, for the ant
seven years, has been practicing Iaw,
being assoclated at different times
with R. W. Lemmond and J, C. M.
Vann. He also held the offica of
prosecuting aitorney in the recorders
court and later became sub-recorder,
which place he resigned a vear ago.
Mr. Pratt was a graduate of Colum-
bia university. He ‘was broad-minded
and always thoughtful of others. His
high sense of henor Wwon him many
staunch friends, who are shocked and
grieved at the news of his death.

. The funeral services were con-
ducted this afternoon at the Caldwell
house, coriducted by Dr. H. E. Gur-
ney, pastor of the Presbyterian
church, and Rev. 8. L. Rotter, of the
Episcopal church. body wan
taken to New York fori burial, ac-
comipanfed by J. C. M. Vann and
R. W. Lemmond, of the Monroe bar,

J0-JO SAYS

-

BE “INVADED

Captaln Lester deolared, and a few |

s

| ad edueatec
| in stocks

WILSON DELIGHTED WITH
HIS WELCOME AT.BREST

Reception to French Port Un-
mistdkably Mearty and at
Same Time Picturesque.

—_——
Special Cable to The Observer From
© The Times.

(Copyright, 1918, by Public Ladger Co.)

Brest, Dec. l4.-ePresident Wilson
waswas thoroughly delighted with his
welcome here yesterday which was
unmistakably hearty and at the same
time picturesque, When he left the
pavilian to get into his car he had
opposite him tiers upon tiers of cheer-
ing, whistling Americans. BSoldiers
and sailors were clustered on the rig-
ging of every ship and dock and cov-
ering roofs and every warehouse.

A road whick wound up the face of
2 hill was lined ten deep, first with
American soldiers, then sallors, then
children, all cheering shrilly and wav-
ing the Stars and Stripes; then the
Breton societies drawn from every
part of the couniry, the members of
which were plcturesque and charin-
ing. ' Mr. Wilsor* passed along the
winding avenue of cheers to the sta-
tion whe he was accompanied by
his French hosts,
left Brest on time,

President Wilson's voyage was un-

soLD SuTH 10

The svecial train|

Republicans to Start Active
Campaign in Dixie States.

—_——

Nor{x Carolina Among Those
“Wanted" by G. 0. P. Load'ars

in 1920.
L
BY H, E. C. BRYANT,
Washington,  Dec, 14—Will H.
Hays, chairman. of the republican

national committee, will try to break
the eolld south. He will establish
southern headquarfiels at Asheville,
Gréensboro, JKnoxville or Atlap a

Georgla, Loulsiam s

No obe hax been selected to @Ons
duct the campaign in the south. Mwn
Have will announce hi or.
+Beileving that thousands of bpal-
pess men In the south favoer o
tectivel tariff duties, Mr. Hays
associates have declded to begin‘a
campalgn . of education, Officers of
the democratic national committee
are. manifesting keen interest in the
movement of Mr. Hays to Invade the
goljd sauth. They realize that a break
there or national issues would great-
Iy ‘eripple the democratie party. They
belleve, however, that the republicana
will find the task In the south so
troublesome that they will soon aban-
don ft. It was pointed out by dem-
ocrats that the firat problem the re-
publicans would have to solve Is that
involting the negro, once the repub-
licans commence tr encourage the
negro vote in the south, they will
stir up the race animosities of 15 and
M years ago, which would have a
tendency to unify white voters. If the
southern negro Is not encouraged,
the republicans will be criticised for
neglecting by negroes in the north,
east and west. Mr. Hays idea is con-
sidered dangerous.

Regardless of state laws now ex-

ing negro soldlers, upon returning
to their old homes, can vote. That
fact, I8 already worrying political
leaderas in southern states, where the
democrfic margin  was narrowed
down 1o almost nothing in the Taft-
Brvan campalgn. Senators Smith, of
Georgla; Simmons and Overman, ‘of
. North Carollna; Shields, of Tennes-
see and Slanley, of Kentucky, pre-
diet that any concerted move of the
republican leaders to win southern
states for the presidential candidate
in the 1820 election, will serve to
arouse the democrats to greater
efforts, and will result in larger ma-
Jorities, They are not afrald of the
m{'s rchlr;:ﬁ. Tt is reported here

& republican dall er wi

started in Asheville. e ok

POLANSKY FOUND GUILTY
ON FORGERY CHARGES

J %o The Observer,

Winston- . Dec. 14.—In  sy.
pevior court today, Irn Polansky,
former cashier of the Atlantic Bitull-
thic company offlces here, was found
gulity of forgery and of embezzlement,
in another indictment. On the latter
charge he was pantenced to state pris-
on. for ihree years, while prayer for
Judgmént was  continued on . the

former. Polansky was convicted of
forging n_cheok on his company for
| $2.300, *amang gullty to the
charge a check on his com-
¥ Lm Polansky gave his

fe and told how he

himself, how he hoped
i wealth by speculating
fodme Involved by lonses, and
rmer occasion had been
8 crime, but in a much
" He placed himself upon
f court.
urt
A was ordered into the
i :m'ﬂﬂ. to_ be

T,

| nitude and beauty of the

h'd‘ )

and dealing in futures, how ¢,

adjourned tod..;v; :

IN CAPITAL OF

Imagination and Interest of France-Stirred by Pré
United States as by No Other Leader From Be
ders—All Classes and All Parties Unite’ to. Pay.
America Through Its President; Greet Hidf as
deals Now Dawning Upon Europe. '/ “ ;

L

STEET THRDNGS DANGE, S kg TR

LEINSE P s AN

President and Mrs. Wilson Enter French. Capital
Well Nigh Half the Population of the City ahd-Sufrolnding
Country — Flowers Dropped Around ‘Theif Carriage; 'Air-
planes Winged Overhead; Guns Sounded—Thirty-aik 7
sand Soldiers, Flower of French Army, Liné Aviﬁt';o:p'.“ pp:" i
Dauphine Gate to Murat Mansion—President and Mrs. Wil ' .
son Given Luncheon by President and Mme. Poincare. . | 2.

£
L 4

Lo b
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»
L
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Parls, Dec 14.—(By the Assoviated LT Ef.
Paris than srmistice night. The city is mmm ... w
with crowds, dancing and singing and ~onfets.
turned into & great dane

population

not onl
They weeo attended m

Ulemenceau and others among the most eminen figures
WRFY their carviage; nu- ‘.'
soundod. But observers werc impressed

something
~ :
different fro mthe visits to Parls uuu,ny made bi" :
nations, o et A
The imaginatio ¢ ol ™ h
of the United smeo“q:' Do

tling of s + omein

i heen.
toora not. dificlent t6 the 1
e ot Age s ‘the security of the peace

that the co-operation of the nations for
was wholly necéssary. :

$o be m

PESOENTS OF REPBLIS EXGE

radeship we could have fo
more gest or enthusiasm. It
a; m;.::r' of pm‘ w
rought into consultation-
atAtesmien of France and her
concerting thy measures by whicly
mey secure permandnce for thi
happy relations of friendship and ¢ 5
operation, and secure for the ;'qil:.-
at large such safety and freedom in
its life as can be ‘only by
constant -assoclation and e
of friends, . VL v
“1 greet vou, not only with '
personal réspect, but as the.
tative of tha peo
mdu!:es to brtn] y_o_u‘_. “; :
another great peop 3
fortunes of Franes are of
and lasting interest. A
“I ralse my w to the
the president of the: Ffanel

and to Madame

ad l’lw
prosperity of France." ”

POINCARE'S
TO

Parls, Dec. 14.—In

Paris, Dec. 14.—President and
Madame Poinéare gave a dinner  at
the Palace de La Elysee, in honor af
President and Mrs, Wilson. President
Wilson on this occasion spoke as fol~
lows, In replying to an sddress by
President Poincare: X

“Mr. President: 1T am deeply indebt-
ed to you for your graclous greeting.
It is very delightful to find myself in
France and to feel the quick contact
of sympathy and unaffected friend-
ship between (he representatives of
the United States and the representa-
tives of France,

“You have been ¥éry generous in
what you were ple to say about
myself but I feel that what I have
sald and what I have fried to do has
been sald and done only In an attempt
to speak the thought of the people
of the United States truly and to carry
that thought out in action.”

“From the first the thought of the
people of the United States turned to-
ward something more than the mers
winning of this war. It turned to the
establlshment of eternal principles of
right and justice. It realized that
merely to win the :ar w:;n ml:
o ; that it must be won in sue
a.“:u:uh\nd the questions ralsed by It Frtl_ldent Wilson,
gettled In such a way as to Insure the lll_!l .
future peace of the world and Jay Mr. President;: P
the foundations for the trfedomd'nnd ::::I.sd y:nh‘r:?o

f its many peoples and na- TORge claim . i
a::z'lness ! (e G lustrious demoerat whose.

“Never beforé has war worn so ter- |- deeds were - -inspired
#ible & visage or exhibited more gross- | thought, the phile
1y the debasing influence of illicit am- | the solution o Ivers
bitions. 1 am sure that I shall look | particula revents, he
upon the ruin wrought by the armies| man \Wwho had found's »
of the central empires with the same | the highest pe
repulsion and deep indignation that
they stir in the hearts of the men of
France and Belgium, and I appreciate
a8 you do, sir, the necessity of such
action In the final settlement of the
fssues of the war aa will not only re-
‘buke such acts of terror and spolla- |3
tion but men where aware that |

th ot ba ventured 0 without |.
th:’n?r::mu of just punmﬂ g
what ardor and en-

“1 know with
the so
the United States have




