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THE WOUNDS OF THE PEN

It might be sald that President Wilson was be-
comingly inspirgd in his chapel address at the
homeplace of his grandfather, Bunday. However
relyetant he was to break precedents on that oc-
casion, he proceeded in & manner which establish-
od justification for what his revered ancestor might
have regarded as the commission of a rank Im-
propriety. It was an occasion when the Presldent
should have been expected to establish some new |
“Wilsom queotation,” and this he dld when he de-
clared that moral foree claims a large share with |
physieal foree In the accomplishment of the great
victory over (ermany, and that .in the bringlng
ubout of this victory, “words have cut as deep as
swords.," The American reader naturally will cast
about in his or her mind for the, words the Presl- |
dent might possibly have had in mind, and the
<most Inclsive they will be able to recall are the|
words President Wilson, himself, had, during va-
vious stages of the diplomatie correspondence, ad-
dregsed first to “the Emperor of the Imperial Gov-
ernment of Germany,” and later on to the HSwiss |
Ambassador for dellvery to the head of “the prea-l
ent Government of Germany.” Those were in-|
deed words that cut like a sword. It was In the
President's parting letter In which he p:nlnlr!
told the Kajser that he and his companion War |
Lords were lying and that “no. confldence could
be placed In any promise they might make"—that
presaure of the moral foree wus most effectively
‘exerted. Verlly, in the diplomatic utterances of |
both Great, Britaln and France, coupled with those
of the American President, the public has had
abundant evidence of the great part the pen play-
ed in the winning of the war. g

.
-

THE PUBLIO BCHOOLS,
1t seema that the public schools of the elty have
der way again, a little bit glowly at the
start, to be sure, but with indlecations of soon
being again In full swing. Tho attendance at the
resumption of business after the quarantine sus-
pension averaged 60 per cent, and the prospect s
that with the week's progrésa there will be & re-
turn to mormal. The declsion to continue the
long-int id school work reflects the course of
wisdomg ger from Influenza 1s about passed,
further outbrenk the troubles recently
ped will be forgotten. The course of the
orities from beginning to end has been
forthy of eommendarion. Imerruption of
f work has beeh of provoking duration and
time has not been Immaterinl, but the
the children has been established and
interests of the schools have been con-
e lost may be made up; life lost could
be restored, and so well has the school sys-
been held in hand that smooth salling Is agaln
Band and none oOf the drawbacks that would

a rjsen from démoralized conditions iy ¢o
.d: -_‘ : ¢ - :
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N  donirary, every State offlilalls

‘bitterly opposed to any proposition

¢ unduly shorténed leglslative.| 4

| ALght,

| without eympathy in his undertaking.

have boosted the egy to 75 cernts, at which price

it has been stabilized for weeks past and above | .

which it has occasionally brokem—the price, mnot

for their Christmas eggs?

thing, but it has been contributing Its influence
toward the country’s ruination. It might pot have
been so bad if cottep had gone up in preportion.
The farmer then might have afforded the extrava-
gance of occasionaily buying a dozen or two of

the product of his own hen roosts, but as eges |

went one way, cotton receded the other, and while
the farmer would cackle as he merrily game to
market with a bagket of eggs, he would feel any-
thing but elation as he would haul in his bale. So,
with cotton and eggs going By contrarias the coun-
try has been kept in a bad humor, but there are
sure Indications of a return to normal. The proc-
ess may be slow, but it ls under way.

The Observer finds the week opening with a
rising tendency In the cotton market and an easing
down of the egg basket. Cotton, through the work-
ings of its always mysterious ways, has been sell-
Ing “below cost,” for weoks past, when It should
have been enjoying a flight In the higher regions.
Everybody counted on cottgn.‘'going up"” when

{ will be opem to & return ‘met ' by
binations, they will ipd themselves mistaken, The

situation will revert as it was befora the war,

the laws against combinations “in restralnt o

trade” will becomp operdtive as befors. It mus
be admitted that (n many cases the Governmen
was not altogether a succeqs In keeping down
prices, but the regulations drafted and enforged
at the outhreak of the war wers unguestionably
of material bepefit to the country. Nevertheless,
the entire Nation {s as full of unhung profitesra
as a dog's back Is of flean. Maybe a wsirict en-
forecement of the anti-trust laws will restore con-
ditlons upon even & better basis for the consumer
than existed under Government war-time manage-
ment.
i psgmichis pions

THE FRENOCH MEANING.
The French Government will make no request

upon the Peace Conference for “annexatlon,” but

will reserve the right "to fix the Alsace-Lorraine
frontiers so as to guard against future attacks."

the war should end, and If the operations of the | The meaning of this is that France does not re-

law of supply and demand had not become un-
gearad, it would have dons 80. There have been

gard Alsace-Lorralne as proper territory to come

| under annexation discussion; that It was auto-

s0 many things to look after, however, since the | matically annexed and removed from the gquestion.

signing of the armistice, that it I8 only within the
past day or so that the cotton world has come into
& realization of the fagt that the war Is over and
that the day when cotton should come into de-
mand is about at hanfl. The first knock at the
door of the Charlotte commission merchant indi-
cating the opening of orders, came yesterday, when
“wires" arrived in from Rotterdam and other Eu-
ropean ports making inquirieg for cotton and ask-
ing of the probable amount that eould be quickly
gathered up for export. This indicates that the
European markets are opening up, and when Eu-
rope s in readiness to resume spinning and comes
into the Argerican markets for supplies, the country

(s pretty sure to ses the prices begin moving up.

Not only that, but the home consumers are be-
coming Interested in supplies, and The Observer
knows of one order that was placed in Charlotte
yesterday, by one of the blg mills not far away,
for 15,000 bales, It Is of further encouragement,
that the local markets opened at 30 cents, this
giving evidence that cotton Is about to begin the
upward movement, Any authority who would sug-
gest the probable price cotton may reach would
be quite careless of his reputation, but it Is safe
to say that cotton is now on the way to figures
much more satisfactory than those which have
lately obtalned, If precedents In the course of
potton are followed, we may ghortly hear of a
restoration of the onece popular figure of 86 cents.
If, then, cotton should make a spurt for “thirty-
geven-and-a-half,” it Is not improbable that the
40 cents notch will Be cut on the scale.

Returning to the egg—that . Is not quite so com-
plicated a matter, The holldays and the unavold-
able demand created by the season, have passed,
and with it, market' people say, the day of the prof-
iteerer's egg. The people are simply golng to quit
buying the extravagant egg, because for the pres-
ent they will not be obliged to buy. It Is merely
by lack of trade that the artificlal condition of
the egg market s to be broken. It may be some
days before the egg gets down to the 30-cent
mark, but It is as surely headed that way as cotton
is now golng upward to meet it in Its descending
Who will now say that cotton and eggs
do not form a fitting subject for editorlal dis-
cusslon ?

UNBALANCED BY POLITICS,

Mr., Ford was not so anxious to be slected teo
the Senate that he was willing to spend a dollar
to goaln that end, but he appears to be s0 much
concerncd about his defeat that he is determined
not to relinquish hopes. He bases these on the
outcome of a contest In the Senate, which Is still
further evidence that Ford is no politiclan, He
has not the slightest chance in the world in ousting
Newberry, and he is going to find himaelf entirely
Ford's
candldnoy for the Senate has unsettled his polse
as o business man. This 18 manifested In two de-
partures he has made—in the two new businesses
he has gone into. He has become a newspaper
publisher and o contester of electlons. Ford has
lost his balance, and all by going into politics, for
he Is into it, howaver he t\mv claim otherwise.

&
-

A HINDENBURG DELUSION,

The lmpperialigtic factlon in Germany whioch
thinks it still survives, is organlzing a movement
whereby it hopes to clear the Kaiser of blame
for the war. It is enguged In a hopeless under-
taking, It Is proposed to organize "a league for
the protection of the personal liberty and life of
tha Kalser,” and apprdprintely enough, Hinden-
burg is suggested as head of this league, It would
be & fine spectacle, that of the Kalser's tool ap-
pearing before the Peace Conference in an effort
to safely paes through its hand a brief for his de-
throned client. Tha better possibility is that Hin-
denburg will find himself in the council chamber,
not In the capaclty of attorney, but as defendant,
SBome of thess former German War Lords stil] have
queor ideas circulating through the cranfums.

e
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A DELUDED STATESMAN.,

Mr. Erzberger would have the people believe he
Is under the impression that all such trifing mat-
ters as that of Indemnities have been seitled be-
tweéen Germany and the Unlted States; because
there was no auch stipulation in the armistice by
the, American representatives. He. arguée that

Fmany s obligated to make good grith the oc-

of Belglum and France, but
'3 she Is bound to go, He overiooks
*t that Great Britaln was unrepresented by

on’ In the Armistice, just as In the oase
ates, 1f he thinks the terms under

The re-arrangement of the Border which is to be
asked for Is simply the re-arranging of a border
within the established territory of France. are
is no occasion, in the mind of the French Govern-
ment, for discussion over the matter of annexation
of a territory that is already annexed. With that
view of the matter, the Allled Powars will no doubt
be In full accord. That is the meaning of the
French determination to *‘ask for no annexation.”
-

The Department of Justice will be urged to de-

port the Germans who have been Interned in Lhis
country as enemy allens. This will be llke sen-
tencing them anew to  prison. The larger part
of this body of prisoners want to be given their
liberty in this country, to live among us and par-
ticipate in the fortunes of.a free people, and the
only way to send them back to thelir native land
would be to drive them.

.
-

IN THE WORK TO A FINISH.

The President will round: out his serles of cour-
tesy calls in Italy, this week, and aftey that he
will be in position to give personal attention to the
launching of the Peacé Conference. His manifest
expectation is to see the matters before that body
so far advanced as to permit of his return home
before the explration of the six weeks originally
allotted to the trip, but at the same time he has
made no concealment of his determination to as-
sist In the proper formulation of peace terms, even
If his recall to Europe might become an Involved
necessity. The President has the matter of peace
in hand with the intention to ses it settled acoord-
ing to the promises he has given both Allled and
neutral countrles,

.
v

All that China seems to wani is the return of
the Province of Klo Chow, the same which was
taken away from Germany early in the war by the
Japanese Armj. It might appear to be China's
proper course to ask Japan to make this request
in China's behalf, for Kio Chow is Japarese prop-
erty, if there is any meaning to the rules of war,

—

Wilson's Manchestsr speech really appears to be
the greatest he has yet delivered in Europe. Per-
haps the democratic atmosphere of his surround-
ings placed him entirely at ease. At any rate, he
spoke there as if he were stainding on home soll
and surrounded by home people.

-

It will be seen that detachmeénts of the North-
western boys are on the way home, but none is
assigned to Camp Greene, whereat this commu-
nity has ground for a righteous kick agalnst the
War Department.

.
-

NEWSPAPER SENTIMENT

HARDEST NUT IN THE WORLD,
(From The Christian Bclence Monitor.)

Before the war the cocone, which grows freely
in the SBouthern Amaericas, on large trees of the
palm famlly, was literally such a hard nut to
crack that its vegetable oil had no place In com-
merce, and the tree was known chlefly as & both-
eration to banana planters when they wisfed to
enlarge their plantations. Bighteen hundred
pounds' pressure ls required to ecrack the cocone
nut, and there was no machinery for doing it
Then Government experts sald that nothing else
in the world would provide such good carbon for
gas maskss as the cocone nut, and the United
Btates fipanced the creation of machinery for
cracking it, thus starting a new and Important
industry.

— —
WHY BOLDIERS DESERT.
(From The Toledo Blade.)

The nearer the soldler gets to the firing line,
the legs in his incentive to demért. “An officlal re-
port to Secretary Baker shows that convictions of
enlisted men were fewer in 1918 than in 1917, al-
though the Army had grown enormously in the
Interval. ‘This makes good the caonténtlons that
soldiers desert to escape the monotony of camp
or barracks, but that active service holds them
in cheerful allegiance. They would rather be shot
then grow stale, I d

' . (From The Houston Post.)

Calonel Whittlesy, whe. told the Germih
who demanded his surrender toi1"Go to h
publicly deecrated the otugr

_ | of that character wins medals,
‘was established are fo be | Colonel pt to ¢

Rev.
Greenshoro. He will return a

few days,

This s the last day of Leap Year.
A word to the wise ls sufficlent. |

The funeral of Mr. K,
was held at the residence,
G"?'T.a w‘h v 3 A Smith, as
conduc ev, J. i
sisted by Rev. A. R. Shaw.

L DAILY REMINDER

“IN THE DAY'S NEWS.”

Dr. James L. Barton, who s to
sall from New York today at the head
of the Amerioan committes for rellef
in the near east, is a veteran In the
service of the American board of com-
missioners for forelgn missions and
ons of the best informed men in the
United Btates on conditions in Tur-
key and the Balkans. Ha ls a Ver-
monter, was educated at Middlebyry
college and at Hartford Theological
seminary, and went to Turkey in 1836
as & missionary stationéd at Harpoot.
In the course of tinte he became &
profegsor In the misslonary college,
and later ite pregident. In 1894, be-
cause of his proved administrative
ability, he was recalled to join the
secretarial staff of the American
board, which had its headquarters In
Boston. He has traveled much, and
has the International mind point of
view,

-—-’o-—
TODAY'S ANNIVERSARIES,
1481—Jacquea Cartler, the French
navigator, who was the first
to explore the Bt. Lawrence
rl;‘e:. orn at Bt, Malo. Died In
1554 : :
1660—Henry of Lorralne, third duke
of Guise, the "King of Paris"
born. Died December 23, 1B588.
1738—Lord Cornwallis, the ablest of
the Britlsh generals serving In
the Amerlcan revolution, Born In
London., Died |h India in 1808.
1868—Emperor Francls Joseph
Austria reveked the constitution
of 1840,
1877-—Imperial Order of the Crown
of India for women instituted,
1886—Three hundred persons perish-
ed in a fire at an annual falr
held In one of the public parks
of Madras,
10!4—-Russians held the Garpathians
from Bukowina to Ussok Pass
1916—Turks in Mesopotamia asked
armistice from British to bury
dead and save the wounded,
1916—Berlin claimed that British
force operating near Kut.el-
Amara was repuiséd.
——

ONE YEAR AquABI?DAT IN THE
Cathedral in Padua seriously dam-

aged In & third alr rald by the Ger-
m

ans.
United States .war:department took
over the great plers and warehouses
of the Bush terminal In New York
elty. y
i
TODAY'S BIRTHDAY'S,

Gen. Tasker H. Bllas, U. 8. A, re-
tired, one of the American representa-
tives In the coming peacs confarence,
born at Lewlsbrug, Pa,, 056 years ago

today,

Albert Sevigny, former minister of
fnland revenue of Canada, born in
Quebec, 38 years ago today.

Col. John T. Thompson, U. 8 A,
who rendered valuabls serviges in the
war as ohlef of the small arms divi-

tucky, 58 years ago today,
m'\gl.l?hm )‘otnr’ Nickle, M. P., who
advocates the aboll hmnm
Ont,; 40 years ago today.

Dr. Ralph D, Hetsel,
rill, Wig., 30 years ago today.

i ‘

sion of the ordnance department, born
tlon of
titles in Canada, born at
president of
New Hampshire college, born at Mer-
¥

Sis"North | ot
afternoon

able to be present. Dr. Stevenson I
te editor of The Assoclate Reformed
Presbyterian. or the exerclses had
been concluded dinmer

the yard. _

Bitting her cosy fire, Miss Pra.
ley received her ests and chatted
pleasantly with them, Time has
dealt leniently with her, s despite
her 100 years she is mentally alert
and enjoys falrly health, Wide-
awake and cheerful, she was an in-

iration to her guests, who were de-
lighted to see the Interest she takes
in life.  With her older friends she
exchanged recollections of the long
ago, though, of course, her memory
wotnt far beyond that of anyone pres-
ent,

Several members of Miss Pursley's
family have been noted for thelr
longevity. Her father reached 52
while her mother lived to be 98. Of
their 13 children, she is the sole sur-
viver, Counting children, grandchil-
dren and other generations further
removed, [ncluding those dead, the
descendants of Miss Pursley's parents
number 829, .
¢ Miss Pursley was born in nprthern
York, and when five years old moved
to the site of her present home. The
houss In which she Mved for the
greater part of a century is standing
a short distance from her present
residence. She lives with her nephew,
W. F, Ervin,

Mies Pursley is one of the oldest
white residents of York county. .Tak-
ing into consideration her present
strength, cheerful disposition and
calm temperament,
hopeful that she will live to enjoy
many more birthdays and that her

was served In

of | life will be as tranqull in the future
as it has been In the years that have

gone by.

HANPTON MAY BUN FOR
LEUTEMAT COVERNOR

But Denies Positively That He ls
#  Any Sort of Candidate
for Marshalship.

BY H, E. 0. BRYANT.

Washington, D. C,, Dee. 30.—Frank
A, Hampton “returned here frop the
state today. He denled the story to
the effect that he is aslated for the
marshalship of the eastern distriet.
He mald he was not a candidate for
the plaoce.

It Is Belleved here that Mr. Hamp-
ton will be a real candidate for lieu-~
tenant governor, as was predicted in
The Observer weeks ago. As to the
marshalship, Benator Simmons will
give that his attention in & few Qays
now. He walted until . thd ne
bill was out of the “ﬁ In a formal
statement Mr. Hampton sald:
“If ¥ am sla for the marshalship,
it in entirely without my kmowledge,
Senator Bimmons, so far as I know,
has never thought of me in connees
tion with the marshalship, I know
:io has unrl. mentioned “?2:- an idea
o me, nor I, nor anyone m

to him. The h;i |
Whien 'the amlt::

WSS PURSLEYS B 558

Clover Woman Reaches Century
"Mark in Good Health and En-
_ ftertaing Friends.

e

her friends are,

ing
shoas were recelved, BT woiv.
dained, 19,879 wore
Gt 35 SCGIMEl SWONE

owner
W ra designated for
::;.i:ous. uf.‘lg.ma on

n'ng o ohtn for ropair,

184 were recelved ?ul s the monih;
B¢ were condemned, 2,687 wero turne
ol over tc guartermuster for ra.
iwsuo und 9,162 remained ror delivery
for re-lvsne. e .

A ke beginning ol the month 35/

17 wool cvecoats were on hand X

%5 wiae received, anl of this nu .

471 wire designatil for ro-issve,
#l Leing condemned, Twa lhoulﬁl:#
elght hundred and ty palrs
wa~i breches wers on anpd 652
wreee redelved during the month, 304
pilvr were condemnel, 437 were re-
tulnc. 440 were designated for .res

fiv and 3,796 wemd W o prepured
for re-lssue. Proportlona'e salvage
of cotten coats, denim Jouts, cotlp
breeches, denim trousers, flanne
shirts, undergarments, lagging, blsne
kots, aweatera and articles of all uther
descriptions. )

The summary for the collection and
distribution of garbage ab Cam
Greene during Oectober shows tha
the strength of the camp was 15,5
men, that 17,020 pounds .of
(38.6 pounds per man) and 2556.88§
pounds of other garbage (614.1

unds per man) was collected, -
ng & total of fubm f 303,813

nds, or 853.3 pounds per man,

o sales brought $337.84. The total
Ingome frofm garbage sales for all
camps, cantonments; posts and sta-
tions in continental United Btates was
given as §64,038.63,

(5T s iy ol

.03 was e sale
:ud animals,

Every tent and cot recelved for re-
pair at Camp : was agaln made
sultable for service, the
showed.

The summary of the reporta for
October of those in charge of salvage
work throughout the United States
army within continental United States
contained the following: Total pleces
of working stock, 12,011,177; total re-
celved during month, 9,108,507; re-
turned to polat of origin, 450,088;
turned over to quartermaster for re-
igsue, 4,963,908; shipped for reclama-
tion, 1,961,687; total found unfit for
repair, 440,809; to go. to orgenba-
tions, 1,768,088; to be turned over to
quartermaster for re-issue, 12,425 459;
repaired by government shops, 1,504,-
297; repaired by contract, 290,688;
dry cleaned and pressed, by governs
ll;enl shop, 79,7898; by contract, 366,
164,

This summary shows, regarding the
more impertant Items and those
which, In the past, most frequently
were scrapped, that the salvage di-
vision acoomplished highly valuable
work. The summary Includes the
following, as of all camps and sta«
tlons: Working stock, 1,223,776;. 10~
tal received during Oectober, 959,253
returned to point of origin, 202,456;

turped over Lo rtermaster T Ies
s, §30.310; shipped’ far "%-rt

tion, 368,624; total found

pairs, 60,481; w go to ©
1658,146: to be turned over to quar-
m;"dmo;y for re-lssue, Il.l::g';:-
W A B0 m L " H
7 contract, 1 n.iu. The Q&m ‘-
the _ of shoes

of the great
all others of the 19 articlea
of Hated under the
“gll others.™ -

The lumman;, which was

31:0
g of

£ th depart Y does not ;l::
war deparimen '

&e t.eul vﬂ\l:o of l‘il articles gal-

vaged nor the value of the weork of

the divison ia dollars and ocents.

amount, however, ' ghould

mount into the millions r

month, which, prior to

ment of

loss to the government . ]
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